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Port Pirie Fire Station 2019 Google Maps 

https://www.mfs.sa.gov.au/about-us/areas-we-serve/regional-fire-stations/port-pirie-station 

The MFS has delivered emergency services to the Port Pirie community since the station was 

established by the SA Fire Brigade on 13 May 1902. 

The first brigade station was possibly on the corner of Gertrude and Alexander Streets. 

1876 

South Australian Register (Adelaide, SA : 1839 - 1900), Monday 14 February 1876, page 4 

SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 

ADELAIDE OBSERVATORY. 

Feb. SAILED. 

12—MALVINA MAUD, schooner, for Port Pirie. 

South Australian Register (Adelaide, SA : 1839 - 1900), Monday 21 February 1876, page 5 

Provincial Telegram. 

BURNED AT SEA.  

Port Pirie, February 20. 

The Malvina Maud was burned at sea this morning off Point Jarrold while anchored there. 

Three men were saved, but the captain is missing. There was an explosion of powder on 

board. 

South Australian Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1858 - 1889), Monday 21 February 1876, page 5 

LOCAL TELEGRAMS. 

BLOWING UP OF A VESSEL AND LOSS OF LIFE. 

[From our own Correspondent.] Port Pirie, February 20. 
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The schooner Malvina Maud, bound to this port, caught fire between 2 and 4 o'clock on 

Sunday morning, while anchored off Point Jarrold, and some powder she had on board 

exploded, and blew her up. The captain was lost, but the crew were saved. 

Yorke's Peninsula Advertiser and Miners' and Farmers' Journal (SA : 1875 - 1878), Friday 25 

February 1876, page 3 

General News. 

THE particulars respecting the burning and blowing up at sea of the schooner Malvina Maud, 

as gleaned from the survivors by the Port Pirie correspondent of the Advertiser, are as follow 

:—About 2 o'clock on Sunday morning, February 20, while at anchor near the roadstead 

waiting for daylight to enter the port, the vessel was discovered on fire by the captain, who 

had been sleeping in the cabin with the mate. He immediately roused the mate, and they both 

tried to push overboard the tank of gunpowder stowed on deck. This they could not do, and 

as the fire between the fore and aft of the ship prevented them from communicating with the 

two sailors in the forecastle, they each jumped overboard, the mate off one side, and the 

skipper off the other. The captain could not swim, and has not since been seen. The mate 

swam to the bows, clambered up and roused his fellows, and they all three jumped into the 

sea again and swam for the stern, with the hope of capsizing the powder. This they failed in 

doing, the tank being too heavy and hot. Life now was the cry, and a doorframe was thrown 

overboard, and after it went the mate and his two plucky companions. They clung to this till 

picked up by a boat sent off by the ships in the road stead. About half an hour after they left 

the craft the powder exploded, and the craft settled down. The men were in the water some 

two or three hours before being picked up. The explosion was heard in Port Pirie, where all 

flags were at half-mast on Sunday. The survivors and others went off on Sunday afternoon in 

Captain Medland's steamer Derwent to search for the captain. It is understood that the ill-

fated boat was a new purchase of the Port Pirie Wharf and Sailing Company, lately started 

here ; if so, this is a disastrous beginning, fortunately for the Company, the insurance policy 

(so it is freely asserted) arrived here by Saturday's mail. 

South Australian Chronicle and Weekly Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1868 - 1881), Saturday 7 October 

1876, page 21 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

[From our own Correspondent.] 

Port Pirie, October 5. 

A fire broke out in Mr. Milbank's stable this afternoon. There was a strong wind blowing at the 

time in the direction of Coombes's timber-yard, and fears were entertained for its safety, but a 

great crowd of persons assembled, and by their aid the fire was confined to the stable, and no 

further damage was done.  

Dust storms have been raging all day, and at 7 o'clock this evening it blew a hurricane. 

Evening Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1869 - 1912), Friday 20 October 1876, page 2 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

Port Pirie, October 19. 

A double tenement of six rooms was totally consumed by fire at 8 o'clock this morning. The 

premises were only partially insured in the Adelaide Office. An inquest was held this 

afternoon; but there was no evidence to show how the fire originated. 

South Australian Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1858 - 1889), Saturday 21 October 1876, page 2 

CORONERS' INQUESTS. 
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FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

An inquest was held by Mr. McCullagh, S.M., on Thursday afternoon, October 19, as to the 

cause of a fire which had occurred on the morning of that day, in Port Pirie West, by which 

two three-roomed cottages belonging to Mr. Mackie were completely destroyed. Mr. Scrutton 

watched the proceedings on behalf of the Adelaide Marine and Fire Assurance Company.  

John Mackie deposed—I own the houses burned down, but do not occupy them. There are 

three rooms in each. Mrs. Cook occupied the south end, two men occupied the north end. 

They had been in about a week. Do not know their names. Was not at the premises till after 

the fire. Did not go up to the fire, as I didn't know of it till nearly 9 o'clock; and I could not then 

make arrangements to leave. The houses were insured in the Adelaide Marine Company for 

£100 about four months ago. Have no idea how the fire originated. The value of the houses 

was about £150. It was freehold property.  

Norman Hewett deposed—I was about 150 yards from the houses when I first saw the fire, at 

about half-past 7 o'clock. Called to Mr. Newbold, and we ran to assist. Did all we could to get 

out Cook's furniture. Did not see any rubbish about; cannot say how the fire began. When I 

first saw the fire it was burst-from the end of the house. Dr. Secker was throwing water on the 

flames, which were coming from the inside. T. B. Newbold corroborated in every particular.  

John Barley, boilermaker, deposed—I occupied the house that was burnt, with my son and 

Horn. We have been there a week. We slept in the room where the fire began. The beds were 

all together. I smoke; my companions do not. Have not had occasion to have lights or 

matches in the bedroom. Never smoked there. We got up about five and left about six o'clock. 

I left last and locked the door. lit my pipe at the fireplace, and walked out. Had a cover on my 

pipe. Put it on soon after lighting it, as the wind blew the tobacco about. My son is not here. 

The flooring is not close. Could see through it in many places. Do not know if any rubbish was 

under the house. The neighbors next door had a fire outside yesterday washing, about ten 

yards from their door. Do not know how long it was burning, as I went to work. There was no 

oil in our house. Cannot form an idea how the fire originated. Went to bed about eight o'clock 

without a light. To a juror— There was no fire outside when I got up this morning. The room 

where the fire originated is lined with match-board. Do not carry matches. There was no 

rubbish between the tank and the house. The heap of wood was about 30 feet from my back 

door, and the fire yesterday was about 16 feet nearer the house. Am sure I threw the remnant 

of the match I lit my pipe with on the fire in the fireplace. To Mr. Scrutton—The hearthstone is 

made of sand, mortar, and stone. To a juror —Dr. Secker was talking to me at my door this 

morning, and had some tobacco from me. He lighted his pipe outside, and then walked 

towards his own house. 

Michael Horn, boilermaker, lived with last witness. All slept in the same room; the beds were 

all together and made of cotton flock. Had no matches. No one smoked last night in the room. 

Had no light. Saw Barley go to light his pipe this morning about 6 o'clock; his son doesn't 

smoke. Can't give any reason as to how the fire began ; did not see any fire outside 

yesterday; we were sleeping north and south. To a Juror—did not see any fire at the back this 

morning; did not see Secker smoking; saw him go away to light his pipe after getting the 

tobacco from Barley. To Mr. Scrutton—did not smell fire. Dr. Secker said—I live next to the 

last witnesses. Was at the back of the house about 7 o'clock this morning, when Miss Cook 

said there was a fire next door; went to see and saw a fire in the north end; got water and 

tried to extinguish it, but it was no use, so we began to get out our furniture; first saw the fire 

in the corner about 3 feet from the ground, coming from the inside. Cannot account for the 

origin of the fire. Saw Barley this morning; he was not smoking. Said something to Barley 

about his fire on the hearth. Did not light my pipe outside, but in Mrs. Cook's house. The fire 

we had outside yesterday was at the southern end of the house altogether. To a juror—It was 

about 7 o'clock when I first noticed the fire at the north-east corner of the room. To Mr. 

Scrutton—There was a little smouldering fire under our part of the house, some time ago 

when Miss Cook first went into it, but it was put out. I looked in the window as I passed for 
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water, and saw something burning in the corner. Cannot say what it was. Emma Cook, said—

I first noticed the fire about seven o'clock coming from the bedroom of the next house. To a 

Juror—The fire was coming from the front of the house near the floor. My attention was first 

called to the fire by hearing the crackling of the wood. The Coroner summed up to the effect 

that little light was thrown on the the origin of the fire. It may have been caused by a spark 

from the pipe of Barley, or from the fire on the hearth blowing through the floor, or by the fire 

used by Mrs. Cook yesterday. There was no evidence of malice. The verdict was that there 

was no evidence to show how the fire originated, and a rider was added that special mention 

of Messrs. Newbeld and Hewetts efforts to save the next cottage be made. 

Evening Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1869 - 1912), Tuesday 26 December 1876, page 2 

SERIOUS FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. MAGAREY'S MILL BURNED DOWN. 

Port Pirie, December 25, Morning. 

A terrible conflagration occurred here at half-past 9 last night, when Messrs. Magarey & Co.'s 

mill and office were totally destroyed by fire. The fire broke out in the bran silks, and spread 

with great rapidity. At a quarter-past 10 the whole building fell in, and the flames shot up a 

hundred feet into the air. A great crowd collected and rendered all possible assistance, and 

two rows passed water along to prevent the woodwork of the wheat store on the south side 

catching alight, and they also removed bags. The wind was fortunately blowing from the 

south, which prevented the fire from spreading to the southern side, and to the north it was an 

open space. The public saw no signs of the fire a few minutes before it broke out, although a 

number of people were walking up and down the street. The fire originated in the bran silks on 

the third story from the floors. Two or three individuals got inside, but could do nothing, and 

had to beat a hasty retreat. All was done that could possibly be done. The remains of the mill 

are still burning (11 o'clock), but further danger is thought to be at an end. How the fire 

originated is not known. Port Pirie, December 25, Night. Owing to the wind keeping down, and 

the great exertions of the people, the fire at Magarey & Co.'s mill was kept under until this 

morning, when a strong wind from the north set in, and had it not been for a donkey-engine 

and pump, and 140 feet of hose obtained from the steamer Euro, nothing could have saved 

the large wheat store, containing 4,000 bags, the Bank of Adelaide, and probably the whole of 

the buildings in Ellen-street from being destroyed. Great credit is due to Messrs. E. Smith 

(chief engineer of the Euro), S. R. Wilson, and Thomas for so quickly getting the engine to 

work. The hose has been kept steadily going all the day, and the danger is now over. The 

firm's books are greatly charred, but not destroyed. Mr. W. J. Warren pluckily went into the 

fire and passed a rope round the safe, which was quickly pulled out of the flames. The loss is 

estimated at £3,000, and the property is insured in the Imperial Company for only £3,500. The 

safe was by English makers—Rann & Co.—and does them little credit. There is no doubt 

about the fire being the work of an incendiary, and the enquiry is expected to throw much light 

on the matter, and probably bring the culprit to justice. Mr. Warren behaved with great 

coolness and judgment throughout. The greatest possible credit is due to Messrs. O'Brien, 

Casey, S. R. Wilson, and a sailor—the former gaining the admiration of all as topman on the 

ladder— and others for going on the roof of the wheat store, hoisting the water by ropes, and 

keeping the fire down at the imminent risk of their lives. 

South Australian Register (Adelaide, SA : 1839 - 1900), Wednesday 27 December 1876, page 5 

THE FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

[From our Correspondent.] 

December 25. 9 p.m. 

Since writing last evening the battle with the flames has continued without ceasing. During the 

night the fire was kept under with comparative ease, as the wind had died away. The morning 

broke finely, but with every appearance of a northern scorcher. At 5 a.m. a happy thought 

struck Mr. S. R. Wilson, which without doubt was the means of saving the large wheat store 
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and the 4,000 bags of wheat it contained. When in town a few weeks ago he had ordered a 

double - action force - pump from Messrs. Jones & Son for use on his farm, and this having 

arrived and seeing the donkey-engine still safe the thought at once suggested itself that good 

use might be made of them. Hose was required, and this the Euro fortunately was able to 

supply. With the invaluable help of Mr. S. Smith, the chief engineer of that vessel, and John 

Thomas the pump was quickly rigged in the face of the greatest difficulties, as the well from 

which the water had to be taken was right in the middle of the fire. At 8 a.m. the wind rose — 

a hot one, disagreeable at any time, but particularly so under the circumstances — blowing 

directly from the north, and of course fanning the smouldering flour, wheat, &c., into flames 

again. As the wheat store previously mentioned was only 12 feet south of the mill, it will easily 

be understood what efforts were required to keep it from taking fire. Happily this was done, 

and too much praise cannot be accorded to the many willing hands which assisted. During 

the day the hose has been kept steadily at work, the whole of the galvanized iron being 

removed to allow the water to get at the fire, which obstinately refused to die out. No one 

would credit the amount of water flour, pollard, &c, will absorb when on fire unless it be those 

who have actually witnessed it. Much anxiety was felt as to whether the firm's books were 

destroyed, they being in a safe in the office. On opening it they proved to be greatly charred, 

the backs being entirely burned off some of them. The contents can be easily copied, 

however. Nevertheless, but little credit is due to the makers of the safe— Rann & Co., of 

England — as it was only a short time in the flames, and then in the coolest part. Mr. W. J. 

Warren succeeded in passing a rope round it, at great risk to himself, and it was quickly 

hauled out of danger. The mill alone and contents, it is understood, were insured in the 

Imperial Company for £3,500, as I have already informed you; but looking at the quantity of 

stock on hand, the loss of work for the coming season, &c, it is supposed by many good 

judges that four times that sum would not cover the loss. The sight was one to be 

remembered by all who witnessed it; and when the top floor gave way and the flames burst 

through the roof, the picture was one seldom equalled for grandeur. The windows of Howe's 

Hotel were plainly seen from Napperby Station, a distance of nine miles, while the town itself 

was brilliantly illuminated. The building, which was of wood, cased with iron, was built by 

Mesrrs. H. Warren and Co., who, however, transferred the business to Messrs. Magarey & 

Co., of Hindmarsh, shortly after the erection was completed. The latter firm have only had two 

seasons' work in it, and its destruction will be a severe loss to them and to the many whom it 

will throw out of employment. The stack is safe, and as the foundations, which are very 

substantial, are uninjured, no doubt another, and it is to be hoped a more fortunate building 

will be erected. Mr. Warren bore up wonderfully under the circumstances, and was cool and 

collected throughout, The lady members of his family, with some friends, rendered valuable 

assistance in supplying necessaries to quench the thirst of those at work. The enquiry will 

take place on the arrival of Mr. Magarey and the agent for the Insurance Company, when 

something startling is expected to be elicited, as no one doubts but that the building was 

wilfully set fire to. The Bank of Adelaide and Mr. W. R. Wilson's office present a very 

dilapidated appearance, as some excited though no doubt well-meaning individuals have 

almost demolished them, forgetting that broken weatherboards and window frames are of little 

value. 

South Australian Register (Adelaide, SA : 1839 - 1900), Friday 29 December 1876, page 6 

THE FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

An inquest was held at Horner's Hotel on Wednesday, December 27, before Captain B. 

Williams, to examine into the circumstances connected with the fire at Messrs. Magarey and 

Co.'s Victoria Mills on Sunday night, December 24. Mr. J. H. Howe was chosen Foreman of 

the Jury. The Imperial Fire Insurance Co. was represented by the local agent, Mr. J. 

Galloway, and Mr. J. D. Sutherland, solicitor; and Mr. O. Horner was present on behalf of the 

Victoria Insurance Co.  

H. Warren stated—Am a miller. The mill was closed at 4 o'clock on Saturday, 23rd. To my 

knowledge the doors were locked, and all the men left the premises except the engineer and 
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two firemen. The fires were put out at 4 o'clock. Was at the mill on Sunday at 3 o'clock — 

nothing unusual then. A little after 9 o'clock was sitting with E. Smith on my doorstep. He rose 

to go home, and I left to go with him, and on reaching the gate heard cry of fire. I ran fast as I 

could to the mill, and saw fire coming down the bran sleeve on the bottom floor. Could see the 

sleeve below the fire, proving that the fire was coming from above. Very few people were 

there at the time. As they collected set them to work to clear away, knowing that the fire once 

on the shoots it would be impossible to save them. Put men to get off bottom floor what they 

could of the flour and bran. These ignited inward, as they were not far enough removed. By 

Jury— Did not see any persons in the mill that I could recognise when I arrived; think they 

had gone for help. The flour was on fire around the sleeve, but I don't think the fire had been 

alight five minutes when I saw it first. Think the fire originated in the silks at the top of the 

shoots. Have no idea how the fire occurred. Fire must have been introduced into the silks. No 

smoking is allowed in the mill. By the Coroner— The key was not in the door when I arrived at 

the mill. Don't know where the key is now. Don't know of any act of mine that should have 

caused disagreement or ill-will with any of my men. Was on good terms with all my men. The 

produce in the mill is insured for £400, and that in the store for £250. The produce destroyed, 

including bags, was worth £1,800. The insurance on the mill and machinery is £2,650; value 

of property destroyed, exclusive of stock, £5,000. Tried to chop down the bridge between the 

mill and the store. Had to desist owing to the heat, which was sufficient to ignite the store 

without direct contact. This building took fire at once. Ran to office into which my son had 

broken, and removed a lot of books. Could not get out the safe. The books in the safe are 

legible. Every exertion was used to extinguish the fire. On Monday an engine was erected to 

pump water, without which the fire would have spread, as a strong wind was blowing from the 

north. Got from the Euro four lengths of hose, and a very large quantity of water was thrown 

on the fire. Mr. O'Brien, Mr. S. R. Wilson, and Mr. Carey exerted themselves especially. Left 

Mr. S. R. Wilson, Mr. E. Smith, Mr. Norman, and my sons in charge when I went home on 

Sunday night. By Mr. Sutherland— All the wheat destroyed belonged to Magarey & Co. The 

foreman had access to the mill after 4 o'clock on Saturday, as he keeps the key. The 

engineer had access to the engine-room. Found the door open, but don't know how it became 

open. By the Coroner— No one had any right to be in the mill on Sunday without my 

knowledge. By Mr. Sutherland— The foreman keeps the keys. The doors showed no signs of 

violence. All material and books were saved. I took stock on Friday. No watchman is kept. 

The Foreman has not liberty to open the mill on Sunday. No work was done on that Sunday, 

and there was no fire after 4 o'clock on Saturday. D. B. Baldock deposed— I am a miller in 

Mr. Warren's employment. Was employed last in the mill on Saturday evening about 4.15, 

when I left. The last thing I did was to go upstairs, to see if all the windows and doors were 

closed. They were all closed. Left the mill by the door facing north and opposite the office. 

The door to the east was closed by being bolted with three bolts, but there are no locks to it. 

Locked the door by which I went out. Left the key in the door, and I returned exactly at 5.30. 

Went into the mill and found the door open. Did not go upstairs. Heard some one moving 

about and coughing on the second floor. Did not ascertain who it was. Left the mill then, the 

door being open. Did not return to the mill till I heard of the fire on Sunday evening. When I 

came back to the mill found both doors open and the first and second floors on fire. A number 

of people about at this time assisted to put out the fire. Am not foreman. It was my week to 

see the mill locked, but not my duty to take charge of the key. The key is generally placed 

inside as far as we could reach through a hole at the bottom of the door. Any of the employes 

had access to this key. Did not know of any ill feeling existing between Mr. Warren and any of 

the men. Have heard words at times indicative of each feeling from several parties, but these 

remarks generally came from men in drink, and I did not take much notice of such talk. Have 

heard Jay make use of such expressions as "Old Warren;" "Damned old Warren;" and 

another time I heard him make use of very objectionable remarks. This may have occurred 

two months ago when Jay was tipsy. Jay is in the habit of getting drunk. By Mr. Sutherland— 

The door was left open when I finally left on Saturday. Jay was the only man in the mill drunk 

on Saturday after-noon. He left before me, and I bolted the east door. The engineer was not 

sober on Saturday. I supposed the persons I heard upstairs were the engine-men getting 

tackles. By a Juror— Am on good terms with Jay and the engineer. By Mr. Sutherland— 
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Never heard the engineer make threats against Mr. Warren or Mr. Wilson. Have so idea how 

the fire occurred. Judged from Jay's talk on Sunday evening that he was drunk. Did not hear 

threats from any one on Sunday evening. The front door was open when I reached the mill. S. 

Jay, sen , stated— Am a miller employed by Magarey's firm as foreman in the mill. Left the 

mill at 1.30 p.m. and went to the hotel. Left again at 4 o'clock. Passed the mill for the last time 

at 7.20 on Saturday evening. Tried if the doors were locked. Then came to the hotel and sent 

my boy home with the keys. The boy locked the door, and the keys were not out of my 

possession since Saturday evening. Saw the keys on my bedroom table on Sunday morning, 

and gave instructions to my wife to hang them up. The keys are now in my house. It was my 

duty to see the mill locked up. Was not at the mill from 7.20 on Saturday till after I heard it 

was on fire about 9 o'clock on Sunday. When I heard of the fire I was in bed. I got up and 

called Baldock, and when I got my trousers on I went to the mill. The first thing I did when I 

got there was to help to pull a tarpaulin out of the water by instruction of Mr. Wilson. The fire 

was too hot to do anything else. It was about 10 o'clock when I went home on Saturday night. 

On passing the mill about this hour all appeared right. To the Foreman— I knew what I was 

doing when I tried the doors after my boy had locked them. To a Juror— Gave the keys to my 

eldest son Sam. To another Juror— My son heard from Minot that the silks were on fire. Was 

in bed from 11 o'clock a.m. on Sunday till 9 p.m. By the Coroner— As foreman do you think it 

was possible for a fire to occur in the silks if not ignited. Wittness— No. To the Jury—The mill 

is accessible through two windows. Some of them are not always fastened although closed. It 

was my duty to see that the windows were closed. No windows on the first and second floors 

were unfastened. By the Coroner— Did not know of any ill feeling against Mr. Warren, Mr. 

Wilson, or Mr. Magarey. By Mr. Warren— Never received anything but kindness from you or 

the firm. By a Juror — Am on friendly terms with Mr. Baldock. By Mr. Sutherland— Have had 

no quarrel with Mr. Warren. By the Coroner— Have no reason to suspect anyone of having 

set fire to the mill. No lucifers were left in the mill. Noticed no one smoking in the mill on 

Saturday. By the Coroner — Don't think I saw the engineer on Sunday, but did on Saturday 

just after dinner. He was then quite sober. S. Jay, jun., stated— Am employed in the mill 

attending to the bran sleeve. Was in the mill on Saturday, and left between 4 and 5. Went 

home, and there was no one in the mill after I left. Baldock locked the door. He put the key 

under the door. I returned to the mill after 7 o'clock to see if it was locked. I found the door 

locked, and took the keys (two) home. One of them belonged to the flour-store. Found one 

key under the door and the store key in the door. Gave the keys to my mother. The keys 

usually hung up in the front room. Don't think any one got the keys after I took them. Passed 

the mill for the first time after church. Was not in the mill on Sunday. After evening service it 

was that I passed. The door nearest to the passage was open, but the door to the east was 

closed. Did not go to see why the door was open. Thought some of the stokers might be 

there. About half an hour after I left church saw the door open, but saw no one about the mill. 

Went to my brothers up the street, and started so come back a little after 9 o'clock. Four 

others were with me. When I got to Fleming's I saw a light as if a candle were burning in the 

mill. Stood still for a moment watching the light ; then came down opposite the mill. Went 

down the passage, and saw the light was larger. Saw Minot between the carpenter's shop 

and the kitchen, and told him of the light. Stood still then. Minot ran upstairs, and when he 

came down he said "Go and tell your father that the silk is on fire." There were four of us. 

Then went and told Mr. Williams, and afterwards my father. After giving the messages came 

back to the mill, and then saw light coming out. Don't know any one else who was in the mill. 

By Jurors— In spite of the keys being at home I did not think it strange that the mill was open. 

Saw a light on the third floor. The smutter is on the second floor. When we saw light first it 

was where bran silk on the third floor was. Ran round because it was strange to see a light in 

the mill on Sunday. Did not see a light as if any one was walking about. Minot did not run. 

Minot returned immediately. Minot could not have seen the fire from where he was. Was 

home all Sunday afternoon till 6 o'clock. Am sure I was not in the mill on Sunday. By Mr. 

Sutherland — Just told Minot there was a light in the mill. Told my father as Minot told me that 

the silks were on fire. My father was sober on Saturday night. By Coroner— Got the keys 

from the door. Arthur Jay stated— Am 12 years of age. Understand what it is to take an oath. 

Saw a light in the front window, not at the side. My brother called out from the front if there 
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was anybody up there. My brother asked if we should go up and see about the light. George 

Williams, examined— On Sunday evening, about 8.30, saw something like a candle light on 

this side the mill in the third story. Mrs. Jay, wife of Samuel Jay, said — The keys were given 

to me on Saturday last by my son Samuel, about 7.30 p.m. Hung them on a nail in the 

bedroom, and they were not taken away till this afternoon (Wednesday). It is impossible for 

any one to take them without my knowledge. Was at home all Saturday and Sunday. By 

Coroner — My second son told me the mill was on fire a few minutes past 9 o'clock. Was in 

bed at the time. Edward Minot, miller, stated— Was in the firm's employ as a rough carpenter 

lately. Was not engaged inside. Was mending the truck boards on Saturday last. Was not 

inside the mill on Sunday. Was not absent from the mill premises half an hour during Sunday. 

I sleep in a back bedroom attached to the building. The mill was open at the side door during 

the afternoon. Saw no one go in or out. Did not go in myself. It is very unusual to see the door 

open on Sunday. By Mr. Warren— Made enquiries as to the reason of the door being open, 

but forget of whom. Both halves of the door were open. Three boys (one of them Jay) asked 

me if any one was in the mill, and if so, whom. Was near the carpenter's shop at the time the 

boys asked the question. Replied, "No, am not aware of any one being there," and went to 

see. Saw nothing but what appeared a usual light. Went into the mill and upstairs as fast as I 

could. It was very dark. Called out, and got no answer. Saw a stream of fire from the tail end 

of the bran silks. Called out again, but got no answer. The silk reel was also on fire. The doors 

of the silk frame were down. It is not usual for the doors to be down. About two feet was on 

fire. Had not reached the top of the silk frame. Ran for water to put out the fire, but could find 

none. Before I could obtain any the top floor had caught. By Mr. Warren — I said I saw the 

carpenter on the premises during Sunday afternoon, but would not make this statement 

except under pressure. He was not in the mill, neither was any one else. Saw him about 3 or 

4 o'clock in the afternoon in the carpenter's shop adjoining the mill. By the Foreman— It was 

about 2 o'clock when I first saw the door of the mill open, and it was the western half of the 

door that was open. Sat down under the verandah within six feet of the door, and remained 

there until 6 o'clock. Returned at 6.30, and sat in the yard about 20 yards from the mill door. 

Saw a lot of boys go through the passage. By the Policeman— I did not say I saw a man with 

a candle in his hand in the third story. Did not speak to any female under the verandah. Don't 

know Mr. Warren's servant girl, Did not say "Good night, Mary," to any female that evening, 

Had no coat on. By Mr. Warren— Never said I saw a man walking about who excited my 

suspicions. No words passed between the carpenter and myself during the afternoon. He 

passed towards the verandah. (The witness here prevaricated considerably, and gave his 

evidence apparently with reluctance.) I recognised the man to-day, I think, but would not 

swear to him. By Mr. Warren— Had tea with Mr. Jay. Heard the children say nothing at tea-

table about the mill. By the Coroner— Did not notice if the key was in the door. I board at 

Jay's. I left his house at half-past 6. The boys were not playing about before the fire occurred. 

By a Juror— I returned with some soapsuds, but the fire had taken the next floor. Gave the 

alarm by sending the boys for the keys. It was not my business to tell the foreman that the mill 

door was open, and would have thought I was very officious to do so. Have heard no one 

make threats. Have no disagreement with Mr. Warren or any of the men. Would not know the 

man I saw on the premises. Between 6.30 and 9 saw the mill door open as I passed. Had 

dinner at Jay's on Sunday, and no one got the Keys to my knowledge whilst I was there. I 

neither smoke nor carry matches. Mary Susan Bone, servant to Mr. Warren, passed the mill 

on Sunday night at 8.30. Saw a man coming out of the front door of the mill. Both doors were 

open. The man made a bit of a stand when he came out. He came down the road towards 

this hotel. He turned and went back again towards the mill. When he said "Hallo! Mary," I 

made no reply. The man was a stranger to me. He was dressed in whitish clothes, no coat, 

and seemingly a coloured shirt. Can't say about his hat. He was of medium height and 

stoutish. It was pretty dark at the time. He seemed to walk straight, and did not appear to be a 

young man. Could not recognise him as I did not see his face. Noticed no one else about the 

mill. Saw no light in the mill. It was about an hour from the time I saw the man till I first heard 

the cry of fire. Did not mention to any one seeing the man come out, as I have often seen 

men work at the mill on Sunday. Mentioned about the man after the fire to Mr. Warren. Would 

have known Mr. Jay by his walk. Do not know Minot. Thomas Kent, carpenter, said — Am in 
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Mr. Warren's employ. Was about the mill on Sunday between 4 and 5 pm. Went down to the 

carpenter's shop to take a piece of timber off the joists to put it on the bench, so that it could 

be got at the next morning in my absence, as I was leaving early for Crystal Brook. Mr. 

Warren wanted the timber. Went from the shop towards the building attached to the office. 

Was not in the mill. Saw half of the door facing the office open. It is not usual to have that 

door open on Sunday. It excited no suspicion in my mind to see the door open. I saw Minot 

before leaving. He came as far as the corner of the carpenter's shop just as I came out of it. 

Some boys shouted that the silks were on fire. This was about 9 o'clock. I then went to the 

mill accompanied by John Smith, and ran upstairs to the fire. The fire was on the third floor, 

and the flame appeared to be five or six feet in width, and making up to the ceiling. Made no 

attempt to extinguish the fire, as the flame was too great to attempt to extinguish it. When we 

first arrived at the door saw Minot about ten yards from it. He was calling for water. Believe 

the front door was shut. By Mr. Sutherland —I fancy Minot had dark clothes on on Sunday. D. 

B. Baldock, recalled— The doors of the silks were shut when I left on Saturday. I am positive 

as to this. Knew they were shut, as I went to see. John Smith stated — Am storeman with Mr. 

Warren. Was at Mr. Williams's when Jay's boys came over and told me the mill was on fire. 

This was about 9 o'clock. Ran upstairs on reaching the mill and saw the silks were on fire in 

the third story. I was alone. Saw no one in the mill. Saw it was no use trying to put out the fire, 

and came down so the second floor. Saw Kent, Worrall, and Moffatt. I went down then and off 

to Mr. Warren's. Saw Minot, who asked me where he could get a bucket. Told him I did not 

know. The side door was open when I got to the mill. Edwin Smith, chief-engineer on Euro— 

Was at Mr. Warren's house on Sunday night when fire was called. Went over to the mill. The 

fire was not coming out of the mill when I got there. It did appear shortly afterwards. Was at 

the fire all night. When at the back of the mill sitting in the store there after the mill was down 

saw Sam Jay and Minot. Heard the latter say that Jay had been up on the third floor and 

looked into the silks, and saw a small fire. Next morning Minot was relating the circumstances 

to Thomas, and I told the constable of this. The Jury returned the following verdict:— "We find 

that the property known as Magarey and Co.'s mill and store was destroyed by fire on the 

night of the 24th instant ; but there is not sufficient evidence to show how it originated." 

South Australian Register (Adelaide, SA : 1839 - 1900), Saturday 30 December 1876, page 6 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

By far the most serious fire which has yet taken place in this town occurred on Dec. 24 at 9.30 

p.m., and resulted in the total loss of Mesers. Magarey & Co's mill, flour store, and office. The 

flames were seen issuing from the window on the third floor next the bran-silks, and from the 

first there was not the slightest hope of saving the building, owing to its being a wooden 

structure cased with galvanized iron. Efforts were at once made to secure the books &c. and 

all those which were not locked up in the safe were saved. About 80 tons of flour were in the 

store and 12 tons of chaff. The mill itself was nearly full of stock, as it had only lately started 

and the shipping of it had not been begun when the fire took place. The whole population was 

soon on the spot, and as there was to all appearance no hope of saving the large wheat store 

(120 x 80), standing 12 feet south of the mill, willing hands at once rendered assistance in 

rolling bales of bags, bags of wheat, &c, out into the road. The Bank of Adelaide and Mr. 

Wilson's office, adjoining the wheat store, were quickly cleared, and the safes, &c., removed 

to a distance. At about 10 p.m. the wind veered round a little, blowing from north-west, and it 

was hoped that the wheat store might be saved. Lines were at once formed and buckets pro-

cured, and a continuous stream of water was kept on it. Many greatly distinguished them-

selves. One, a Mr. O'Brien, in the employ of Messrs. Brown, Wood, & Scrutton, fairly 

astonishing all present by his herculean efforts and perseverance in endeavouring to subdue 

the flames. Ladders were placed against the inside wall next the burning mill, and buckets 

passed up. One accident of a serious nature is reported, a bucket having struck a man in the 

eye when being thrown from the ladder. Mr. H. C. Warren also cut his leg severely. By steady 

perseverance the store and its contents (over 4,000 bags of old wheat) were saved ; it was 

not insured. Great sympathy is expressed on all sides for the loss the firm have sustained, 

which is the more serious as the season is just at its beginning. The battle with the flames 
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was continued without ceasing. During the night the fire was kept under with comparative 

ease, as the wind had died away. The morning broke finely, but with every appearance of a 

northern searcher. At 5 a.m. a happy thought struck Mr. S. R. Wilson, which without doubt 

was the means of saving the large wheat store and the 4, 000 bags of wheat it contained. 

When in town a few weeks ago he had ordered a double-action force-pump from Messrs. 

Jones & Son for use on his farm, and this having arrived and seeing the donkey-engine still 

safe the thought at once suggested itself that good use might be made of them. Hose was 

required, and this the Euro fortunately was able to supply. With the invaluable help of Mr. E. 

Smith, the chief engineer of that vessel, and John Thomas the pump was quickly rigged in the 

face of the greatest difficulties, as the well from which the water had to be taken was right in 

the middle of the fire. At 8 a.m. the wind rose—a hot one, disagreeable at any time, but 

particularly so under the circumstances — blowing directly from the north, and of course 

fanning the smouldering flour, wheat, &c, into flames again. As the wheat store previously 

mentioned was only 12 feet south of the mill, it will easily be understood what efforts were 

required to keep it from taking fire. Happily this was done, and too much praise cannot be 

accorded to the many willing hands which assisted. During the day the hose was kept steadily 

at work, the whole of the galvanized iron being removed to allow the water to get at the fire, 

which obstinately refused to die out. No one would credit the amount of water flour, pollard, 

&c, will absorb when on fire unless it be those who have actually witnessed it. Much anxiety 

was felt as to whether the firm's books were destroyed. On opening the safe they proved to 

be greatly charred, the backs being entirely burned off some of them The contents can be 

easily copied, how ever. Nevertheless, but little credit is due to the makers of the safe—Rann 

& Co., of England —as it was only a short time in the flames, and then in the coolest part. Mr. 

W. J. Warren succeeded in passing a rope round it, at great risk to himself, and it was quickly 

hauled out of danger. The mill alone and contents, it is understood, were insured in the 

Imperial Company for £3,000; but looking at the quantity of stock on hand, the loss of work for 

the coming season, &c, it is supposed by many good judges that four times that sum would 

not cover the loss. The sight was one to be remembered by all who witnessed it; and when 

the top floor gave way and the flames burst through the roof, the picture was one seldom 

equalled for grandeur. The windows of Howe's Hotel were plainly seen from Napperby 

Station, a distance of nine miles, while the town itself was brilliantly illuminated. The building, 

which was of wood, cased with iron, was built by Mesrrs. H. Warren and Co., who, however, 

transferred the business to Messrs. Magarey & Co., of Hindmarsh, shortly after the erection 

was completed. The latter firm have only had two seasons' work in it, and its destruction will 

be a severe loss to them and to the many whom it will throw out of employment. The stack is 

safe, and as the foundations, which are very substantial, are un-injured, no doubt another, 

and it is to be hoped a more fortunate building will be erected. Mr. Warren bore up 

wonderfully under the circumstances, and was cool and collected throughout. The lady 

members of his family, with some friends, rendered valuable assistance in supplying 

necessaries to quench the thirst of those at work. The Bank of Adelaide and Mr. W. R. 

Wilson's office present a very dilapidated appearance, as some excited though no doubt well-

meaning individuals have almost demolished them, for-getting that broken weatherboards and 

window frames are of little value. The inquest on the fire took place on December 27. The 

Jury found a verdict to the effect that there was not sufficient evidence to prove how the fire 

originated. Incendiarism is strongly suspected, but it is much feared that sufficient evidence to 

convict the guilty parties will not be forthcoming. 
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State Library of South Australia - The Empire Mill, Port Pirie [B 22843], The Empire Mill at 

Port Pirie. Approximately 1880. Part of Port Pirie Collection. 

1877 

South Australian Register (Adelaide, SA : 1839 - 1900), Monday 1 January 1877, page 7 

THE LATE FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

TO THE EDITOR. 

Sir— I have carefully read the report of the inquest, which seems to have gone on the fore-

gone conclusion that some person had acted as an incendiary. Failing to prove this, other 

points were not enquired into. 

One question might fairly be asked — Were there any matches used in the mill, and if so, 

what kind were they and where were they kept? This comes to my mind from the fact of 

having recently seen a box of the common dangerous "Tandstickors" placed on a window sill 

in a mill without any special precaution. Mice and rats have a perchant for phosphorus, as 

evidenced by its being some times used as a poison, and might in the exercise of such 

perverted taste gnaw a box, and the friction might cause ignition. Even the fall of a box in hot 

weather has been known to ignite them. The wonder to me is that our Insurance Offices do 

not make the use of safety matches a consideration in their policies, and that individuals in 

risky buildings should use any others.  

I am, Sir, &c, PREVENTION. December 29, 1876. 

Adelaide Observer (SA : 1843 - 1904), Saturday 20 January 1877, page 5 

THE FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

TO THE EDITOR. 

Sir—Having read the garbled statement in your Observer of the 6th instant, I am at a loss to 

know how such a gross misrepresentation of the case could have been published, and which 

I trust you will allow me space in your paper to contradict. For your information as to the time 

the mill was to be closed, it was well understood the mill was not to start again till Tuesday 

morning, Monday of course being a general holiday. I wish also to state the words which 

really did pass between Minot and myself. I said to Minot, "However could this have 

happened?" He replied, "When I first saw it it was no bigger than that"—motioning with his 

hand about two feet in length, "and if I had had a bucket of water I could put it out ;" not as 

you have it—that I had been up to the silks. This assertion Edwin Smith will substantiate. And 

I wish you to understand I do not contradict myself when I stated it was about 20 minutes past 
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7 when I passed the front of the mill and saw that it was locked, as in passing the second and 

last time I passed the back of the mill. The lock has since been found locked, as I stated it 

would be. Minot, chancing to board at my house, has nothing to do with it, as I have known 

him for over 20 years; and as for my evidence being of little value, I was quite sober when I 

saw that the mill was locked. Neither did Minot say it was the same boys who gave the alarm 

who had passed previously. Their movements have been well sifted and everything 

connected with the fire, for it has been found out how the doors came open. I only wish it had 

been brought home to the guilty party, as I feel assured the mill was set fire to, and I have 

been done a great injustice by the case being reported as it has, and I think I may say that is 

the public opinion of Port Pirie. By inserting the above you will be doing an act of justice to a 

working man. 

I am, Sir, &c., SAMUEL JAY. 

[Mr. Jay is of course entitled to be heard in self-defence, but we must confess ourselves 

unable to understand in what respect our remarks are open to his charges of "garbliug" and 

"gross misrepresentation."—ED.] 

South Australian Register (Adelaide, SA : 1839 - 1900), Wednesday 14 February 1877, page 6 

THE FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

TO THE EDITOR. 

Sir — Arson to my mind is amongst the most cowardly and brutal, and yet in South Australia it 

is the easiest and safest of crimes. The most paltry dispute affords the object for it, the 

climate and cost of extra precautions render it easy, and our gloriously constituted 

Government and laws protect the villain who indulges in the pastime. The enquiry into the late 

fire at Port Pirie led to the following conclusion on the part of the police, viz., "There was good 

reason for believing that the fire was not accidental." This is the substance of the report. I am 

not more explicit because I do not purpose yet to let the matter lapse. I asked the 

Government, through the police authorities, to supplement my offer of £100 reward, and 

promise a free pardon to an accessory who would give information which would ensure a 

conviction. The Government offered to assist in the reward, but declined to offer a pardon. I 

then personally applied to the Attorney General to induce him to offer the pardon only, leaving 

me to give the whole reward of £200. After a very great waste of valuable time, during which 

that official led me to believe that the request would probably be granted, I have received 

intimation that it is refused. By the last English mail the following judgments are announced. A 

man for causing destruction by fire of two haystacks valued at £200 only was sentenced to 20 

years' penal servitude. Another for burning insured furniture was sentenced to 15 years' and a 

woman who assisted him to five years' penal servitude. At this moment I do not quite believe 

that my application has been properly brought before the Cabinet, though I am justified in 

treating the reply as though it had been. I cannot believe that a majority of the members 

would have endorsed such a decision. If I am mistaken in this I shall have more to say on the 

whole matter, both as touching their decision and the action of the police. Further, I do not 

believe that public opinion will support such apathy, for I am well aware that the dread of 

arson is widespread, and greatly interferes with many legitimate enterprises. I am, Sir, &c, W. 

J. MAGAREY. 

Adelaide Observer (SA : 1843 - 1904), Saturday 20 January 1877, page 13 

THE LATE MILL FIRES. 

The Port Pirie Gazette of January 12 is very severe upon the article which appeared in the 

Observer of January 6 on the inquest held upon the fire at Messrs. Magarey & Co.'s mill. We 

are quite willing to accept our contemporary's assurance that the gentlemen composing the 

Jury on that occasion were some of the best business men in the town, and that a better or 

more intelligent Jury could not have been selected. If we did these gentlemen an injustice we 

are sorry for it; but what we complained of was that suspicious circumstances were not 
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sufficiently sifted, and that a premature verdict was arrived at. As to this the Port Pirie Gazette 

explicitly says:—"That a mistake was made in the manner of conducting the enquiry we are 

willing to admit, because we are of opinion that the proceedings should have been merely 

initiated on the first day, and then an adjournment asked for." Hence there seems after all to 

be little difference of opinion between us except perhaps as to who was responsible for this 

"mistake." As it is always competent for a Coroner's Jury to say they are not satisfied, and to 

ask for a further investigation before they are called upon to pronounce a verdict, and as such 

an expression of opinion would certainly be respected by a Coroner unless he was in a 

position to assure them that it was useless to seek further evidence, we do not think the Jury 

in this case were free from blame. We did not find fault with them for returning an open verdict 

instead of attributing the fire to an incendiary, but for returning a verdict at all while many 

doubtful points remained unsifted. But our contemporary makes a graver charge when he 

says "the report of the Register is admitted by all who were present at the inquest to have 

been incorrect, and on this false foundation the Register proceeds to blow up the Jury." We 

have delayed noticing this until we could obtain access to the official papers. This, by the 

courtesy of the gentlemen in the Attorney-General's office, we have been permitted to do; and 

having been at considerable trouble to collate the whole of our correspondent's report with the 

evidence as taken down in full by the Coroner him-self, we utterly deny the charges brought 

against the former of incorrectness, falsity, and garbling. Judged by the severe test we have 

thus applied, we must say, in common justice to our correspondent, that a more complete and 

accurate report could not have been taken unless by a practised shorthand writer, which he 

does not profess to be. His record is quite as full as the official one, and although there are 

verbal differences and some variations in the order in which the evidence is given, we cannot 

find a single material point that is omitted. It is possible that if we had had the Coroner's notes 

before us when we wrote they might have modified our views on one or two minor points, but 

the main lines of our argument would have still remained unchanged. It is a strong proof of 

the justice of the position we took as to the premature closing of the enquiry that some of the 

most suspicious of the circumstances to which we called attention are now explained away by 

facts which, according to our contemporary, have since come to light. 

Before any clue had been discovered to the source of the fire at Port Pirie, we have to report 

a second fire which equally appears to have been the act of an incendiary. The Albion Mill at 

Gawler, like Mr. Magarey's mill at Port Pirie, is set on fire after work has ceased, the owners 

in each case being heavy losers. As there are many similar points connected with both 

inquests, we will briefly touch on a few of the most important. In the first place we are led to 

believe that access to mills is a very easy matter. A pretence of security is made by the 

locking of doors, but in both places an incendiary could gain admittance without difficulty. At 

Gawler we learn the cellar window was broken, and known to be broken. At Port Pirie the 

windows were not only open, but an entrance could be effected by the doors, which, as it now 

appears, were so carelessly locked that it did not need a key to open them. In both mills the 

fire is proved to have been introduced after 11 o'clock on Saturday night, when work is 

suspended. Again, we note that in both cases too little heed is given to the reconcilement of 

conflicting evidence. At Gawler the first employé examined affirms that he only used safety 

matches—a statement which is contradicted by the next witness. The first witness, however, 

is not recalled, and although from the evidence which followed it does not seem very likely 

that loose matches caused the fire, yet if a man makes an untrustworthy assertion in one 

instance we cannot accord perfect confidence to the remainder of his testimony. As far as we 

can judge the fire must have been drawn up the elevators. There was nothing on the top floor 

of a peculiarly inflammable character, where the fire was at first principally confined. The 

workmen employed at the mill appear to have been steady men. There is no imputation of 

drunkenness, as at Port Pirie, on the part of the foreman, yet a valuable building left safe and 

sound on Saturday night is all ablaze on the Sunday morning. 

There can be very little doubt, we imagine, that the fires which entailed such serious loss to 

mill-owners, Insurance Offices, and workmen were caused by some persons who up to the 

present time have escaped detection. We may there-fore not unreasonably look for further 
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incendiary acts unless more strict pre-cautions are taken by the owners of mills or the risk of 

wilfully setting this class of property on fire is proved to be accompanied by a greater chance 

of conviction than appears to be the case. As regards the first point, the suggestion of the 

Coroner at Gawler, Mr. J. Thornley, that a watchman be kept on the premises, is worthy of 

consideration. In England, however, whether owing to the heat of the mills or the lowness of 

the wages, the men who act as watchmen are frequently in the habit of taking a drop too 

much, and endanger the safety of the property in their charge rather than protect it. 

We should be inclined to recommend that better care should be taken to prevent ingress and 

access to the mill, and a watchman might then be employed out-side during the off hours. As 

regards the second point referred to, we cannot but ask how many more mills are to be burnt 

down without the authors of the mischief being brought to justice. We can scarcely believe 

that the police force of the colony is unable to cope with this problem. Stirred up by the 

repetition of such presumably criminal acts, every possible effort should be made to trace the 

offenders, for until this is done the crime is but too likely to be repeated. 

These undiscovered acts of incendiarism —assuming them to be such—besides resulting in 

the destruction of valuable and useful properties will ultimately affect the comfort and 

prosperity of the whole community. It has already become extremely difficult to insure mill 

property in Adelaide, even at greatly advanced rates. Most of the offices refuse to insure any 

mill, and we may be certain that the one or two who are still willing to take such risks will not 

long continue to do so unless incendiarism is put down. Capitalists, unable to insure, will be 

unwilling to embark in such enterprises. New mills may be wanted, but they will not be built. 

The miller will be obliged to charge higher prices to cover his risk, and the trade will be driven 

to localities where property is more secure and criminal acts more certainly detected. The 

police have a difficult task before them. Let them show as quickly as possible what stuff they 

are made of. 

South Australian Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1858 - 1889), Thursday 14 June 1877, page 5 

LOCAL TELEGRAMS. 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. Port Pirie, June 13. 

A fire occurred at Ross's billiard-room about 8 o'clock this evening. It originated inside the 

building, but nobody knows how. The building is of iron, detached, three or four feet from 

Howe's Hotel, and was lined with canvas and paper. Those who saw the reflection of the fire 

first through the windows burst the front and back doors open, and found all the lining and 

ceiling ablaze. A plentiful supply of water, however, soon extinguished the flames. All the 

frame-work carrying the lining is charred. If it had been a wooden structure it would most likely 

have been burned to the ground. Mr. Howe removed the spirits from his storeroom adjoining 

as quickly as possible. Mr. Ross states that he left the room at 6 o'clock to go to his tea, and 

left it as he usually does, locked; and the two hanging lamps over the table lighted, but turned 

down. The first intimation he had of what had occurred was hearing the cry of fire as he was 

coming down the street. Nobody has the slightest idea how the fire began, and there is 

nothing, judging from appearances, to give one an idea. An inquest will be held on Thursday. 

Areas' Express (Booyoolee, SA : 1877 - 1948), Saturday 16 June 1877, page 2 

PORT PIRIE. 

(from our own correspondent.) 

June 14. 

Great excitement was created in the main street last night, at about 8 o'clock by the alarm of 

fire being raised and the rushing of a crowd to Howes' Hotel. The billiard room adjoining the 

northern side, but detached from the hotel some three feet more or less, was found to be on 

fire inside. The doors were soon burst open and a plentiful supply of water turned on to the 
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burning lining and the flames were thus quickly extinguished. The building is of iron, the 

property to lease of Mr. B. Ross, and was skeleton lined for about 6 feet up with boards, over 

which coarse open canvas was tacked and then papered. Mr. Ross, as usual, locked up the 

room at about 6 o'clock to go to tea, at the other end of the town, leaving the two hanging 

lamps over the table turned down, and was on his way with others to some singing practice 

when he heard the alarm of fire, it is difficult to account for the accident in any way. No one 

particular part of the interior woodwork seems more charred than another, but all blackened to 

about the same extent. All the lining was burnt and the rafters, skeleton boards on the walls 

and the studs were charred, but not totally destroyed. The reflection of the flames through the 

windows gave timely notice of the conflagration, and there were plenty of men about who got 

to work without delay. If the structure had been of wood it is probable nothing would have 

saved it from total destruction. The spirit store of the hotel ad-joins this building, and it was 

fortunate the fire was extinguished before communicating with it, or the results might have 

been more serious, but the high two storey brick wall of the hotel would have prevented the 

fire going beyond that. Mr. Howe had the spirits removed as quickly as possible for fear of the 

store room catching. The damage done to the furniture and table of the room can hardly be 

ascertained at present. When I arrived on the scene the table had a large piece of partly burnt 

canvass lying on it, and everything was saturated with water. The coca-nut matting was 

strewn with debris, and the lamps were hanging in their places all right. Mr. Ross' clothes and 

boxes were also saturated and soiled. 

South Australian Chronicle and Weekly Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1868 - 1881), Saturday 16 June 

1877, page 21 

INQUEST ON THE FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

Port Pirie, June 15. 

An inquest was held to-day on the fire which occurred at Ross's billiard-room on the evening 

of the 13th instant, and resulted in a verdict being returned to the effect that the fire was the 

result of an accident, but that there was not sufficient evidence to show how it originated. 

Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922), Tuesday 11 December 1877, page 2 

FIRES NEAR PORT PIRIE. 

Port Pirie, December 11. 

A large bush fire is at the present time raging on the Flinder's Range. There is also a large fire 

burning at the foot of the range between Napperby and Nelshaby. With the glass it looks like 

standing crops or stubble that are being consumed. The smoke has been observable in this 

neighborhood all the morning. 

1879 

Evening Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1869 - 1912), Tuesday 1 April 1879, page 2 

Latest Telegrams. 

PROVINCIAL TELEGRAMS. SHIP ON FIRE. Port Pirie, April 1. 

At 11 o'clock this morning a fire broke out in the afthold of the barque Ganymede ; it is still 

raging, but every effort is being made to extinguish it.  

[LATER TELEGRAM.] 

Port Pirie, 12.15. The Ganymede has been towed into the middle of the stream. The fire is 

raging fiercely, and has broken through the deck. Great exertions are being used to 

extinguish the fire. There is a small quantity of wheat on board. 

1880 

South Australian Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1858 - 1889), Tuesday 19 October 1880, page 6 
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FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

On Friday, October 15, Dr. Stewart, J.P. held an inquest to ascertain the cause of a fire which 

destroyed Mrs. Peddle's boarding-house on the morning of Thursday. Mr. Geo. Millbank was 

foreman of the jury. Mr. H. E. Turner watched the proceedings on behalf at the insurance 

company, and Mr. A. G. Pollitt acted for Mrs. Peddle.  

Margaret Peddle said she was a boarding house-keeper, and it was her house that was burnt. 

Her daughter told her the house was on fire on Thursday. It was then in flames. That was 

about 1 a.m. Had no idea how the fire originated, but it appeared to commence in the 

bedroom. By a juror—There was no fire in that end at all, and no one sleeping there. The 

house had been on fire twice before. The door was open, and any one could have gone in. By 

Mr. Turner— Her son was in bed by 10 o'clock that night, and she did not know of any one 

going in late. There was no stove in the room. When she saw the fire it had gone too far to be 

got under. There was a four-gallon tin of kerosine in the kitchen. Was insured in the Liverpool 

and London and Globe Insurance Company for £220 for the boarding-house. Was at home 

soon after 9 that evening, and remained at home. Estimated the value of the furniture and 

house at £300. The house, which was of weather-board, had been built over seven years, but 

could not say what it cost to build. By Mr. Pollitt— When she heard of the fire she went out in 

her nightdress. By a juror—There was a bag of chaff in the back room, which was not burnt. 

Had no suspicion of anyone. William B. Adamson, draper, said—On Thursday morning about 

1 o'clock heard Mr. Huddlestone calling "fire." Got up and saw the fire breaking through Mrs. 

Peddle's house. Pulled down part of a fence and tried to put the fire out. Every effort was 

made to secure everything possible. Saw no one about. Thomas D. Huddlestone, plasterer, 

said he went home about 12.45 on the morning of Thursday last. Lived within twenty yards of 

Mrs. Peddle's. His wife said Mrs. Peddle's house was on fire. Looked put of a window and 

saw it was. The fire was then not bigger than his hand, and on the south-western side of the 

house. While he ran he called "fire." His wife called the boarders. Knew nothing as to the 

cause of the fire, and everything was done that could be done to put it out. By a juror—Saw 

no one about when he went home, and no one came from where the fire originated. By Mr. 

Turner—Water was used to prevent the adjoining buildings taking fire. Jane Huddlestone 

said—Four or five minutes past 1 a.m. on Thursday looked out of the window, and saw Mrs. 

Peddler's house on the side nearest Thomas's was on fire. Had just got out of bed. Knocked 

the people in the house up. By a juror—There was no one in sight when she first went out. 

Edward Smith, wheat agent, said—The first thing he saw of the fire was a light coming 

through his bedroom window. That was about 1.10 a.m. Looked out and saw Mrs. Peddle's 

house was on fire. Lived about fifteen yards away. Got up as quickly as possible and gave the 

alarm. Saw no one about when he first got out. The jury returned the following verdict:— 

"That Mrs. Peddle's house in Florence-street was burnt down on the morning of October 14, 

but the jury have no evidence to show how the fire originated. The jury wish to call attention to 

the very insufficient means of subduing a fire owing to the difficulty of procuring water, 

although this house was opposite the standpipe." 

1883 

South Australian Register (Adelaide, SA : 1839 - 1900), Friday 19 January 1883, page 6 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

[By Telegraph.) 

Port Pirie, January 18. 

About a quarter to 4 o'clock this morning the town was startled by the pealing of the fire-bell 

and the prolonged whistle from the mill mingled with cries of "Fire ! fire !" Great consternation 

was at first caused in the south end of the town, from where the reflection seemed to point to 

the Adelaide Milling Company's property as the scene of the conflagration, but on running 

down Ellen-street it became evident that Vulcan was venting his fury upon two wooden 

attached cottages, each three rooms, in Florence-street, the property of Mr. Henry Warren, 
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one of which was empty, the other being occupied by Mrs. Abernethy and daughter, who 

narrowly escaped their present fate when Peddle's house was destroyed recently, for they left 

at night, and the property was burnt early on the following morning. Mr. Baldock was the first 

to discover the fire, and with praise-worthy promptness ran and with considerable difficulty 

aroused the sleeping occupants, and then the neighbours and firemen. The fire brigade is 

disbanded, but Messrs. Lilly, Forsaith, Newbold, and another manned the reel, and began 

playing water on the flames twenty minutes after the alarm was given. By this time one of the 

cottages was reduced to cinders, and the other past redemption. Owing doubtless to the great 

pressure of water the couplings of the hose gave way twice, causing some delay. The 

Abernethys assert that a man was prowling around the house most part of the night seeking 

admission, which they refused ; he then entered the empty house, when they smelt kerosine, 

but took no notice thereof. All the furniture saved consists of two chairs, bedclothes, and two 

dresses. The want of a second or third hose is painfully manifest, for it would be impossible to 

extinguish a fire with the single one after it had taken a good hold of the building. It is, 

however, satisfactory to know that the Corporation have under consideration the question of 

reconstructing the brigade. Indeed, the Mayor had it down for discussion on Monday night, 

but owing to the extreme heat and the pressure of other important business, the matter was 

deferred. 

Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922), Friday 19 January 1883, page 3 

COUNTRY TELEGRAMS 

[From our own Correspondents,] 

PORT PIRIE, January 18. 

A fire occurred at 4 o'clock this morning in an isolated double cottage belonging to Mr. 

Warren, and occupied by Charles Abernethy and family. Everything was destroyed. The Fire 

Brigade was quickly on the spot, and did good work. The South Australian Milling Company's 

mill whistle and fire bell kept up a noisy alarm. At the inquest a verdict was returned that there 

was no evidence to show the origin of the fire, but the jury were convinced it was the act of an 

incendiary. 

South Australian Weekly Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1881 - 1889), Saturday 27 January 1883, 

page 9 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

An inquest on a fire which occurred in a cottage occupied by Charles Abernethy, at Port Pirie, 

was held at the Local Courthouse, on Thursday, January 18, before Mr. Goode (mayor), Mr 

Millbank being foreman of the jury. Mr. Gordon watched the case on behalf of the South 

British Insurance Company. David Bee Baldock, miller, said—At about twenty minutes to 4 

o'clock a.m. I left the lower floor of Duffield's mill and went to the second floor. On walking 

westward I saw a light in front of Abernethy 's cottage. On arriving at the top floor it looked 

more like a fire on the footpath. Hastened downstairs and called North Smith, the mill fireman, 

and ran into Florence-street to the cottage where I saw the light. Then found that the 

unoccupied cottage (it was a double cottage with lath and plaster partition between each) was 

on fire. I knocked up the occupants of the adjoining cottage with some difficulty. Previous to 

this I told our fireman to rouse Mr. Robinson and send him to the fire-station for the reel. Then 

roused the occupants of the adjacent cottages in George-street, as the wind was blowing in 

that direction, and I thought they might be in danger. On returning saw four or five persons 

rushing about and screaming, and one apparently throwing water on the fire. I returned to the 

mill. Five minutes elapsed between the time when I first saw the light from the mill and the 

time I reached the scene of the fire. From the number of unsuccessful calls and knocks to 

rouse the inmates of the adjoining cottage I thought they must have deserted the place, but 

two voices at last answered, and I told them the house was on fire, and then went on to 

George-street. The building was of wood raised on piles, about two feet from the ground. 
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Don't know how the fire originated, but my impression is that it proceeded from a heap of 

rubbish inside between the front door and window of the unoccupied cottage. By Mr. 

Gordon— The wind was north-east as well as I could judge from the flames. It was not light 

enough to distinguish any person from the mill, but if the light had been as large when I first 

saw it as it was when I got there I could have seen any one. When I got there I could see 

through the hole burnt through the wall that some rubbish was burning against the wall. The 

door was not open, but I know that it had been frequently of late in the evenings, as I had 

seen it. I saw no one about as I went these, nor afterwards, except those already mentioned. 

It would not be so easy for an incendiary to light a fire from under the floor as from in-side, as 

the match-boarding was very dry. To the foreman — I saw no one about, but when I came 

back someone was calling out — "Mother, mother, save the baby." The occupants have been 

in the cottage for some three weeks, and on my regular inspection of the mill I have seen the 

house open at all hours and men going and leaving as late as 5 a.m. Abernethy is the name 

of the tenant, and I have been told that a person named Jacobs has been living there too. 

Didn't see any men going into the house on the night of the fire. Mrs. Abernethy said— I was 

living in Mr. Warren's cottage, the one that was burnt down this morning. I went to bed 

between 11 and 12. Besides myself there were my two daughters, a baby, and Mrs. Jacobs. 

There was no fire or light left. I knew nothing further till I was aroused by some one knocking 

and calling "fire." I jumped out of bed and said, "Kerosine, kerosine, I can smell it." The fire 

was burning underneath the empty house next door when I got out. I went away in about half 

an hour. I didn't try to save anything. There was no one in the cottage next door during the 

night to my knowledge, but there was a friend of ours, a man sitting outside of my house the 

same evening. If any one were inside next door, I think I should have heard them. I don't 

suspect any one, and have no idea how the fire occurred. By Mr. Gordon — My daughter and 

Mrs. Jacobs went to bed at the same time. I don't know whether any of the others got up 

again. I was sober. I had only one pint of beer for supper. Mrs. Jacobs and one of my 

daughters went for it. We had no other liquor. Mr. Brooks, the second mate of the Wodonga, 

was the man who was sitting outside of my house. We were all sitting outside when he came 

up. I left before he did. We burn candles, and use brass candlesticks. I put the light out when I 

went to bed. My furniture is not insured. I don't know of any men going into the house next 

door. I havn't seen any men going through, during this week. The fire was beyond control 

when I first saw it. I could smell kerosine very strongly, and I believe it was that that was used 

to burn the place. I haven't paid any rent, but I went there with Mr. Warren's permission. We 

were all sober. Mr. Brooks did not stay. I saw no one about that evening. By the foreman— I 

have not received notice this week that if I didn't pay my rent I would have the roof taken off. I 

have not occupied the empty house. By Mr. Gordon— Did not see Mr. John Pavilich nor Mr. 

Magnus Antonsin on the night of the fire. By the foreman— I did not hear any one coughing 

for about two hours under our window before the fire. By Mr. Gordon— My daughter told me 

some one was trying to open the back door. Did not hear any conversation between my 

daughter and Magnus Antonsin. My husband took the house from Mr. Warren. We never 

used kerosine. Grace Abernethy, aged 16, said— I lived with my mother in Florence-street. 

We all went to bed about half-past 11 but my sister, who stayed up till 12 on account of the 

baby being unwell. All the lights were put out. I soon went to sleep, but was awakened by a 

heavy step of some one going round to the back door about two hours after I went to bed. It 

was after my sister went to bed also. I heard a man cough and then try the back door. He 

didn't speak. I looked out of the window, but could see no one as he had passed on, and then 

the steps died away. I did not awake any of the others as they were all asleep, and I went off 

again. I heard nothing more till the alarm of fire was given. I ran out with the others and the 

smell of kerosine was "awful" in the next house. The flames were just going through the roof 

and were burning up the front of the building. I helped to get a tub of water and then went 

away. There was no one in the empty house during the evening that I know of. There was no 

one in our house but ourselves that evening. Mr. Brooks usually came in, but he did not that 

evening. By Mr. Gordon — It was an affected cough I heard, but I don't know whose voice it 

was. All the others were sober. Mrs. Jacobs, my mother, and my sister, had one pint of beer 

for supper. It was about two hours after I went to sleep again that I heard the alarm. The steps 

died away suddenly after passing our front door. In a conversation with Magnus Antonsin and 
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Mr. Pavilich this morning, Magnus said if I had let the man in when I heard the step the fire 

would not have occurred. I have no idea whose step it was. Mrs. Jacobs only left the house 

during the evening to fetch the pint of beer. No one returned with her. I told my mother after 

the fire that I had heard footsteps round the house during the night. Mary Ann Jacobs, a 

colored woman and a servant, said— I was at Mrs. Abernethy's, washing for her. I slept there 

last night and went to bed at half-past 11. I was away from the house at about 11 o'clock, 

when I went for the beer. There was no one sleeping in the house besides Mrs. Abernethy 

and her family. All the lights were out. We went to bed, and I heard nothing till the alarm was 

given. The witness then corroborated the previous witnesses' evidence, adding that she took 

a bottle of wine when she went to the house in the day time. By Mr. Gordon — I don't live on 

good terms with my husband. The last time I went home he wouldn't let me in. He is not 

strong, and has a cold and pains in his back sometimes. We burn kerosine in our house when 

I am home. I have only seen two or three men come for their clothes at Mrs. Abernethy's at 

different times. My husband is a light walker. He is a light man. By the foreman — I did not 

hear the cough, nor footsteps. Neither Mr. Brooke nor any other person sent for the beer. The 

money was mine. The coroner summed up to the effect that there was little or no evidence 

show how the fire originated, or to convict any one of wilfully setting fire to the cottage. The 

jury returned a verdict that there was no evidence to show the origin of the fire, but they were 

unanimously of opinion the place was wilfully set on fire. 

1884 

In 1884 the Port Pirie Fire Brigade was established with a permanent foreman and 3 auxilliary 

firemen. (2-Port-Pirie-Heritage-Study-Part-2-1990.pdf) 

1886 

By 1886 equipment of the fire brigade included 1 hand reel, 480' of hose, 2 ladders, 2 standpipes, 4 

spanners, 2 canvas buckets, 1 axe, 1 firebell and 4 sets of uniforms. (2-Port-Pirie-Heritage-Study-

Part-2-1990.pdf) 

1889 

Port Pirie Standard and Barrier Advertiser (SA : 1889 - 1898), Wednesday 23 October 1889, 

page 3 

FIRE. 

An alarm of fire rang out about 8 p.m. on Monday night, and it was found that the blaze had 

taken place at Mr. O'Brien's cottage, Florence-street. The fire was caused through some 

window-curtains touching a lighted candle. The flames were with difficulty extinguished by the 

inmates of the house, Mrs. O'Brien being badly burned on the hands. Some furniture and 

bedding were consumed, but the house, which was of wood, fortunately escaped. The 

Brigade turned out in good time. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Monday 30 December 1889, page 5 

A SHIP ON FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

[By Telegraph.] Port Pirie, December 29. 

Just after 9 o'clock last night a fire broke out on board the ship Sutlej, at present loading 

wheat at Darling's wharf. The third mate was in charge at the time, and first observed the 

blaze. He immediately sent for the captain, who was on shore, and also gave the alarm to the 

fire brigade. In a short time a great crowd collected. On account of the dense smoke arising 

from the cabin at first the fire could not be located, but eventually it was found to be between 

decks in the storeroom. A steady steam of water was thrown in, but it took nearly an hour 

before the fire was conquered, A number of men went below, several having narrow escapes 

from suffocation. Sailors from the neighboring ship and lands-men lent valuable assistance. It 

is impossible to compute the damage done, but all the stores were destroyed and portions of 

the ship charred. It is not expected that the cargo of wheat was damaged. 
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Port Pirie Standard and Barrier Advertiser (SA : 1889 - 1898), Wednesday 1 January 1890, page 

2 

FIRE. 

A small fire occurred in one of the bedrooms of the Port Pirie Hotel on Christmas Eve. The 

flames were quickly subdued, the damage done amounting to about £11. Mr. Knapman was 

fully insured. 

1891 

Port Pirie Council let a contract for the building of the fire station in 1891. (2-Port-Pirie-Heritage-Study-

Part-2-1990.pdf)  

Port Pirie Standard and Barrier Advertiser (SA : 1889 - 1898), Thursday 30 April 1891, page 2 

THE FIRE BRIGADE. 

On Friday afternoon last a special meeting of the Council was held for the purpose of meeting 

the representatives of the Fire Brigade Board. There were present —The Mayor [Mr. Pearce], 

Crs. Besanko, Crocker, Nicholas, Wood, Stuart, and Ede, and Mr. Meyer [Chairman of the 

Fire Brigade Board], Mr. Ashwin [member], and Superintendent Booker. The Mayor said the 

meeting was called to confer with the Adelaide Fire Brigade representatives with regard to 

reorganising the local Fire Brigade. The Council had previously decided to come under the 

provisions of the new Act, and it was necessary a site for a more efficient reel should be 

selected. Mr. Meyers said their visit was in accordance with a resolution of the Board. Last 

night they had turned the local brigade out for practice. They quietly sauntered into the yard, 

and when told to set to work they replied they did not feel inclined to. Thereupon three men 

were temporarily appointed to fill their places pending more definite arrangements. In the past 

the provisions in the port to guard against fire were totally inadequate. The Corporation had a 

large area, and it was quite impossible with the present appliances to cope with a fire with the 

slightest hope of success. It was indeed fortunate that the port had escaped a repetition of the 

Broken Hill fire. Once a fire started in Ellen-street there would be no stopping it. The Board, 

which had the control of the whole of the brigades in the colony, considered that it was 

absolutely necessary that a horse reel should be provided in the port, but there was the 

difficulty of getting a site. Rightly speaking the site should be in Ellen-street, but the high rents 

precluded that idea. However, he thought some arrangement could be arrived at whereby the 

Corporation cottage could be secured for a fire station. If so, three or four fire-alarms could be 

placed at, say, one at the Milling Co.'s mill, one at the Telegraph-Office, and one at Prest's 

corner. These alarms would be connected by telephone with the head station, and the 

brigade could be on the scene of the fire within a very short space of time. The Board would 

like to know if they could rent the Corporation cottage and build a stable and shed. One 

permanent fireman would be appointed, and he with three other firemen would sleep in the 

cottage. All the firemen must be unmarried men. At Port Augusta the same system had been 

introduced. The present apology for an alarm bell would be done away with, and a gong 

substituted. The Board wanted to get a site for a station, for it was no use playing at fire 

extinguishing. Cr. Wood asked in the Corporation cottage, at present occupied by Mr. 

Shannon, would be large enough for the purpose required. Mr. Meyers replied that the 

accommodation would be sufficient. Of course the Board expected to have to pay rent. If the 

Council put up a shed the Board would pay £50 a year rent, and would take a lease of the 

place. The Mayor said the present tenant was an old servant of the Council. It would be a 

hardship to turn him out at the pre-sent time when it was so difficult to obtain another house, 

but after the arguments just advanced there was no other course open. The property was 

mortgaged for £150, but no doubt that matter could be arranged and the property leased. Cr. 

Stuart thought the importance of the town warrented the step suggested. As for the mortgage, 

it was a trifling sum when the value of the property was considered. Mr. Ashwin said the 

pressure of water here was so great that competent men would soon cope with a fire, but the 

hydrants required better looking after. On the previous evening it had taken them ten minutes 

to find one, and when they had discovered it they had to clear away nine inches of dirt, before 
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it was workable. He understood it was the duty of the Water department to attend to the 

hydrants once a week. Mr. Meyers said the foreman would see that the hydrants were 

attended to. The cost of maintaining the brigade would be borne by the Board, with the 

exception of 2-9ths, which would be paid by the Council. It would cost £100 to establish the 

brigade, which would consist of a foreman and three firemen. The latter must be single men, 

and would be paid 20s a month with sleeping accommodation at the station. It was not 

intended to go out of the port for the men. One man could be obtained locally who was 

thoroughly competent, having had four years practical experience in the London brigade and 

three in Adelaide. A horse reel would be sent on at once. The Mayor said with respect to the 

refusal of duty on the part of the men on the previous evening, he has since heard it stated 

that the malcontents had received a pretty broad hint that their services were to be dispensed 

with. It was also asserted that some uniforms had been sent to a certain man in the port with 

the idea that he was to be the new foreman. Mr. Meyers said some misapprehension existed 

on this subject. When the members left town they had no idea what they were going to do 

with the branches. Superintendent Booker said the statement that uniforms had been sent up 

or that anybody had been appointed was without foundation. All the old members of the 

brigade would have been retained except the foreman, whose services would be dispensed 

with owing to his not carrying out orders given to them. Cr. Ede bore out Mr. Booker's 

remarks with respect to the laxity of the foreman in carrying out instructions. On one occasion 

he had remonstrated with the foreman for not carrying out the Superintendant's, and had 

been informed by the foreman that he (the foreman) knew more than Mr. Booker did. [The 

members of the Board then withdrew.] After some discussion, Cr. Crocker moved that Mr. 

Shannon should have a month's notice to shift, and the cottage leased to the Fire Brigade 

Board at £50 a year. Cr. Stuart seconded the motion, which was carried. The meeting then 

adjourned. 

MR. SHANNON'S OFFER. 

At Monday nights Council meeting a letter was read from Mr. Shannon offering to pay 20s a 

week for the cottage and build accommodation for four firemen, for which he asked 10s a 

week. If this offer were accented the Board would only have to pay 10s a week. He had 

expended £26 in improving the cottage, and he would suffer inconvenience if he had to leave 

it now. The Council decided that as the matter had now passed beyond their jurisdiction, the 

letter would be forwarded to the Fire Brigade Board. The following are the members of the 

new brigade:—H. F. Hearle (Foreman), H. J. Stembridge, J. McCallam, and T. Scarman. The 

horse-reel arrived today. 

Port Pirie Standard and Barrier Advertiser (SA : 1889 - 1898), Thursday 17 September 1891, 

page 2 

FIRE ALARMS. 

We are informed by the foreman of Fire Brigades, that the fire alarms are now in working 

order, and a call of fire may be given through either of the alarm boxes. Printed instructions 

on each box, so the public need have no fear of not being able to manage the affair properly. 

The sum of 5s is paid to any person giving an alarm of fire, and 2s 6d for an alarm of chimney 

fire. Any person wilfully breaking the glasses or ringing a false alarm is liable to a fine of £5 for 

the first offence, and for the second a term of imprisonment not exceeding two years with 

hard labor. There are three fire alarms, situated at the Milling Coys', opposite the post office, 

and at the Bank of S.A., the posts, being painted red. 

Port Pirie Standard and Barrier Advertiser (SA : 1889 - 1898), Thursday 24 September 1891, 

page 3 

OUR FIRE BRIGADE. 

As far as protection from fire is concerned Port Pirie can consider itself very fortunate—a fact 

which an inspection of the local Brigade will fully convince the sceptical. It is, however, but 



Port Pirie Fire Brigade.docx 
Page 22 of 318 

SA Country Fire Service Promotions Unit 
www.fire-brigade.asn.au 

9 June 2026 

recently that such a state of perfection has been arrived at, for it seems but yesterday that the 

old Brigade with its primitive hand-reel was wont to evoke amusement and the jocular term 

from the small boys of the "Darktown Brigade." With the introduction of the Fire Brigades Act, 

however, a new state of affairs were brought about, and to-day the local organisation is 

capable of battling with any conflagration that may occur in our midst. This is saying a lot, but 

we venture to assert not too much. The recent fire at Queale's and Bock's proved that the 

Brigade were thoroughly efficient, and if any further proof were required a visit to the station 

would furnish it. The Corporation cottage in Alexander-street has been transformed into a 

model fire-station, where all the appliances for coping with the destroying elements are at the 

mens' finger ends. Everything is in ship-shape order, and planned with the object of saving 

every particle of a second of time in getting ready to proceed to a fire.  

We called in unexpectedly the other day and were shown over the premises by the foreman, 

(Mr. H. F. Hearle). The horse-reel stands facing the entrance, and the horse is adjacent. Over 

the shafts of the reel the harness is suspended, and to satisfy our curiosity Mr. Hearle 

harnessed up his charger. The various pieces of harness are suspended by pulleys to the 

roof, the horse is backed in, the pulleys are touched, down comes the harness, and, presto! 

there is the horse ready for action. It is a very clever contrivance, and one to be seen to be 

appreciated. The collar is open from below, and as it falls on the horses neck is closed with a 

patent clasp. The only buckling required is on the outside girth, but this is accomplished so 

rapidly that no time is cut to waste. From the demonstration given by Mr. Hearle very few 

seconds elapsed before the reel was ready to gallop to any part of the town. Another very 

ingenious scheme is that for opening the large double-doors. As the man leads out the hose 

he pulls a rope, and open comes the doors in the most perfect self-acting manner. Mr. Hearle 

states that he and his men can be on the scene of a fire in the port within a minute and a half 

of the alarm being given. Considering that the start takes so little time to accomplish we are 

inclined to agree with him. Conveniently arranged about the reel are ladders and all the 

parapharnalia for fire-fighting. The reel carries 850 feet of 2 in. hose (no bursting nowadays), 

and if occasion would ever arise six separate connections could be got to play upon any large 

conflagration. Hand-pumps, branches, etc., are also carried on the reel, to be used in cases 

of small outbreaks, where a large stream of water would do more damage than the flames. 

This is a sensible proceeding, and will earn our Brigade the thanks of many a poor man. 

whose property is often in more danger of being washed away than consumed by fire.  

The fire alarms are now fixed, the wires being connected with the post near the Milling 

Company's Mill, one near the Post-Office, and another at the corner of Ellen and Norman-

streets, opposite Bank of South Australia. The alarms are so fixed that it is at once known 

which post has been rung, whilst for Solomontown there is telephone connection between the 

police station and fire station, so that the residents of that rising suburb will please note that 

fact. The West is so far neglected, but no doubt ere long it will be connected. Alarms are also 

fixed at the residences of two of the firemen, Messrs. Scarman and McCallam, who live handy 

to the station. Altogether the arrangements are most complete, and reflect credit on all 

concerned. In Mr. Hearle the Brigade possesses a gentleman who has gained considerable 

experience in the famed London Brigade under Captain Shaw, whilst he has also served in 

the Adelaide Brigade, which is generally regarded as the most efficient in the colonies. Mr. H. 

J. Stembridge is also an experienced fireman, having served his apprenticeship in city 

brigades. Mr. T. Scarman will be remembered as one of the hardest working members of the 

old local hand-reel brigade, whilst Mr. McCallam has yet to win his spurs in the fiery arena.  

We would again remind "jokers" that they will have to pay pretty dearly for causing a false 

alarm and bringing the brigade out on a fool's errand. For the first offence the law of the land 

will claim five guineas from the "funny man,'' and for the second time of offending he will be 

given a chance to study metallurgy for nothing less than five years. 

1892 

Port Pirie Standard and Barrier Advertiser (SA : 1889 - 1898), Thursday 3 March 1892, page 2 



Port Pirie Fire Brigade.docx 
Page 23 of 318 

SA Country Fire Service Promotions Unit 
www.fire-brigade.asn.au 

9 June 2026 

FIRE. 

A tent was burnt down on the smelters reserve this morning. The Brigade was on the spot 

within three minutes of the alarm being given, but the nearest fire-plug was 2,000 feet away. 

The tent belonged to Messrs. Duncan and Anderson. 

1894 

From the Sands and McDougall Directory for 1894. 

Port Pirie, George Grandison as foreman. 

1895 

From the Sands and McDougall Directory for 1895. 

Port Pirie, George Grandison as foreman. 

1896 

From the Sands and McDougall Directory for 1896. 

Port Pirie, Thos Hugo as foreman. 

1899 

Chronical, Saturday 2nd September 1899 page 26 

Country News 

The new steam fire engine has arrived, and has been the subject of inspection almost 

continually since. Additions have been made to the local fire station by Messrs. Symonds 

Bros., this having been found necessary in order to provide the increased accommodation 

required. The staff will include one foreman, two permanent men, and eight auxiliaries. The 

engine is by Shand, Mason, & Co., and is provided with a 5-in. suction pump. Should 

necessity arise the engine will throw a jet 150 ft. high. One thousand five hundred feet of 2 ⅜-

in. hose is sent with the engine, and under favorable conditions the required amount of steam 

can be got up in seven minutes, The engine is provided with a 200-gallon canvas tank, which 

acts as a sort of supply dam. Two-ninths of the cost of the new engine will be borne by the 

corporation, three-ninths by the Government, and four-ninths by the insurance companies. 

Adelaide Observer (SA : 1843 - 1904), Saturday 2 September 1899, page 12 

FIRE ENGINE AT PORT PIRIE. 

PORT PIRIE, August 28. 

The arrival on Friday night of the new fire-engine from Adelaide was a great surprise to the 

members of the Town Council. The Council as a body had carried several resolutions 

protesting against the action of the Fire Brigades Board in forcing the engine on the town 

against the wishes of the ratepayers. A public meeting had also been held, at which Mr. 

Smeaton was present, and the Mayor, Mr. G. F. Claridge had on more than one occasion 

visited the city about the matter. It was contended that the present appliances were sufficient 

for all requirements, and the latest request to the Board was that the question should stand in 

abeyance for six months. The Board had, however, been firm all through, maintaining that the 

pressure was altogether inadequate to cope with a fire of any magnitude, and held a deaf ear 

to all the entreaties of the Council. The engine, which was constructed by Shand, Mason, & 

Co., of London, is similar to those the Board have in Adelaide and Port Adelaide. It is capable 

of being worked up to a pressure of 200 lb. to the square inch, and will throw a jet of water to 

a height of over 170 ft. In ordinary circumstances steam can be got up in about six minutes, 

and the engine, on its carriage, can be easily hauled by a pair of horses. The water can be 

pumped direct from the river, or out of a canvas receiver filled from the mains. Foreman 

Dickie has four permanent men, and seven who act as auxiliaries. They are busy at present 

providing extra horse room and accommodation for the engine. Foreman Dickie had the new 
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fire engine out this morning for the purpose of giving it a trial, which proved eminently 

satisfactory, the engine throwing a strong jet of water a long way over the building 

experimented upon. The trial took place at the Central Hotel corner, and the water was run 

into a tank from the water mains. 

The Advertiser, Saturday 25th November 1899 page 11 

PORT PIRIE FIRE STATION. 

Port Pirie, November 23. 

Mr. Griffiths, the assistant electrician, has been here during the past few days erecting electric 

appliances at the local fire station, similar to those in use at the metropolitan fire station. The 

appliances consist of electric attachments to the stable doors, by means of which the doors 

are released and opened instantaneously in case of alarm. Directly the alarm is given from 

the street a shutter falls on the main board at the station, and this in turn affects the local 

sections, one being in connection with the bells in the various quarters, and the other with the 

attachments in the stable doors. The whole movement is simultaneous —the alarm is given, 

the bells ring. the stable doors fly open. and the horses as they rush out are mechanically 

struck by a whip, and rush into their positions at the engine, waiting to be harnessed. The 

whole of the appliances are thoroughly up-to-date, and a great improvement on the old 

primitive system. 

1900 

From the Sands and McDougall Directory for 1900 

Port Pirie Fire Station, J. E. Dickie, foreman Fire Brigade.  

Quorn Mercury (SA : 1895 - 1954), Friday 29 March 1901, page 1 

Port Pirie Corporation. 

Meeting held March 25. 

Present—The Mayor (Mr.T. J. Wilcher), Crs. Bunney, Kerrison, Campbell, Herbert, Gunnell 

and, Warren; Town Clerk Wilson, and Surveyor Hughes.  

The Mayor reported that he had been waited on by the members of the Fire Brigades Board, 

who asked for better accommodation at the Brigade premises, where eleven men are now 

employed. Mr. M. C. Copinger had complained about the smashing of windows in Gertrude 

St. by boys. The Library Committee would wait on the Council re the need of further 

accommodation for members. It would be necessary for Council to consider the need of 

repairs to the road leading to the depot, a great part of which was entirely without metal. 

He regretted to say that the Inspector was still away ill and had been during the fortnight. He 

had applied for and been granted leave of absence without pay for 10 days. Mr. Barker had 

signed the electric lighting agreement, which had been prepared by the Council's solicitor. Cr. 

Gunnell apologised for the absence of Cr. Grey, who was unwell. Cr. Campbell wished to 

know whether the question of the loan was to die a natural death. The Mayor pointed out that 

it was not for him to agitate re the loan; the Council or ratepayers were the ones to move in 

the matter. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

From Fire Brigades Board pointing out that accommodation at the Port Pirie Fire Brigade 

premises was totally inadequate. Also wanting to know whether the Corporation would build a 

new station at a cost of some 200 pounds. If so the Board would lease the premises at a rent 

equal to 5 per cent, on the cost of the building and the land. The Mayor said he had 

understood from Inspector Booker, Messrs. Smeaton and Steele, the members of the Board 
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who had called upon him, that they would be willing to pay at the rate of 6 per cent. Council 

resolved that they could not entertain the idea. 

1902 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Tuesday 28 January 1902, page 6 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

Port Pirie, January 27. 

A fire occurred this afternoon on the premises of Mr. J. J. Bonnar, auctioneer and furniture 

dealer, Ellen-street. The premises were of galvanized iron lined with matchboard, and were 

owned by the Starr-Bowkett Society. The portion used by them as an office was insured for 

£100, and the furniture for £50, in the New Zealand Company. Mr. Davis, the secretary of the 

Starr-Bowkett Society, who is agent for Mr Bonnar, had insured in Bonner's portion of the 

building for £175 in the South British office. The agent himself, with Detective Dempsey, Mr. 

Bonnar, and Mr. David Burns, were in the place 10 minutes before the fire started. The 

premises were completely destroyed, and a photographer's shop, occupied by Mr. R. Scott, 

also caught fire, and was gutted. The fence of Mr. Taylor's monumental yard was partly burnt. 

The brigade turned out promptly, and prevented the fire from spreading to other premises. An 

inquest will be held tomorrow. 

Quorn Mercury (SA : 1895 - 1954), Friday 7 February 1902, page 3 

Fire at Port Pirie. 

Shortly after one o'clock on Monday morning the Port Pirie Fire Brigade was called out to a 

fire in Alexander St. at the shop at Parker's Buildings occupied by Mr. L. P. Morgan, 

hairdresser, tobacconist, etc. The fire had a good start before being discovered, and the 

building and its contents were destroyed. Considerable damage was also done to the 

premises and stock next door, belonging to Mr. A. J. Parker, saddler, but the well-directed 

efforts of the firemen, who in this instance had a capital pressure of water to aid them, kept 

the fire from spreading to the two-storey building on the other side where are the 

establishments of the Singer Company, Messrs. Bradley and Sheridan's and the Parker 

Studios. The heat, however, smashed the class in the window of the Singer Co's. shop, and 

the contents were somewhat damaged by fire. The buildings, which are the property of Mr. 

Gmeiner, and which are leased to Mr. A. J. Parker, were insured in the London, Liverpool and 

Globe, and Mr. Parker's stock in the " Phoenix." Mr. Morgan's stock was uninsured. An 

inquest was held on Tuesday before Mr. A. A. Pearce. Frederick Henry Briggs, commercial 

traveller, deposed—Between the hours of 11 and 12 o'clock on Sunday night I was on the 

Central Hotel balcony. I saw a man leave the premises where the fire broke out. He was 

pushing a bicycle across the footpath. I noticed particularly that there was a bright light on the 

bike. "A little later I went to bed. Some two hours or more after I heard a crash of glass 

breaking. Rushed on to the balcony immediately. Saw there was a fire. The smoke was very 

dense. Could not locate the fire; thought it was the Central Hotel alight. I aroused the inmates 

and ran down stairs to see where the fire was. Could not give any description of the man who 

rode away on the bike. Think he had a dark suit of clothes and a straw hat. He slammed the 

door of the shop and rode away towards Ellen-St. leisurely. By the Foreman—I saw no light in 

the shop before I retired from the balcony. I could not describe the bicycle. By the police—

Saw no one but the person I have mentioned go on the premises during the time I was on the 

balcony. There was no stealth or secrecy shown by the man when leaving. George Henry 

Harris, lamplighter, deposed—About 1.15 on morning of 3rd inst. I was going along Florence 

St. Saw flames in Morgan's shop as I passed the corner of Alexander St. Gave the alarm to 

the Fire Brigade and the reel turned out. There was no one about the shop when I first saw 

the flames. By Foreman of Fire Brigade—The time would be about 1.15 a.m. as near as I 

could judge. Thoms Charles Jackson, a hairdresser at Morgan's shop, deposed—On Sunday 

evening Morgan, a man named Coventry and myself went into Morgan's shop. I shaved 

Morgan, and shortly after we three left the shop—about 6.30 p. m. Morgan and I went towards 
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the Federal Hotel where I left and went home. Coventry also went home. Heard nothing of fire 

till Monday morning. I had no key of the shop. The lock on door was an ordinary one. There 

was no duplicate key that I know of. Until 30th of January I was in the habit of sleeping in the 

shop and never knew anyone attempt to get in by duplicate key or otherwise. By the 

Forman—On the right hand side of the shop as you enter were stationery boxes and I believe 

wax matches. The place is swarmed with rats. I only noticed one bicycle in the shop on 

Sunday. That would be Morgan's I presume. By the Police—I was smoking while in the shop 

on Sunday. We were there about half-an-hour. I used cold water for shaving Mr. Morgan. I did 

not go into the shop later. Louis Phillip Morgan, hairdresser, deposed—On Sunday evening 

last, about 6 o'clock, I, Jackson and Coventry went into my shop for a little while. We went out 

and I locked the door. Went towards Federal Hotel with Jackson, where we parted and I went 

to my lodging house in Seventh St., Port Pirie West Extension, after which I did not go down 

the street, but went out from the lodging house. Returned about 9 45 p.m. and went to bed. I 

knew nothing of the fire till about 8 15 the next morning. I was then in bed. Walter Jasper 

occupies the same room as I do. He goes to work at about 11.30 p.m I did not hear him go 

out. I know no one who could have access to shop but myself. Mr. Parker is my landlord. I 

had no insurance on my stock or trade articles. Value stock—tobacconist's and fancy goods 

—at about £120 and my trade tools at from £30 to £35. I had wax matches in the stock—

about 20 dozens. They were in a wooden box, which had a cover usually kept closed. I know 

of no one having gone into my shop on Sunday night. No one had authority to do so. My key 

was safe in my possession on Monday morning. While I was in my shop on Sunday I heard 

some one in the adjoining place. That was Mr. Parker's. I did not have my bike out on 

Sunday; it was destroyed by the fire. I identified it in the debris by the handle. I know of no 

one that would do me an injury. I only had one bike. I had no acetylene gas on the premises, 

or calcium carbide. The stock for the greater part was mine. There were some of the saloon 

utensils I had not settled up with Mr. Parker for. There are two openings between Mr. Parker's 

shop and mine. One is bricked up with the exception of a small space on top. The other has 

shelves on Mr. Parker's side and a galvanised iron shutter on my side of the shop. There was 

a bike oil-can just under the window of the shop. By Mr. S. Lewis (representing the Liverpool, 

London and Globe Insurance Co.)— Jasper did not leave his home on a bike as far as I know. 

I do not think he can ride a bike. By the police—I have not been pressed by my creditors. I 

have within the last two weeks borrowed £2. The bike, which was destroyed, I valued at £25. I 

have had it about three weeks. It is on time payment and not yet fully paid up. I do not turn the 

gas off at the meter when leaving the shop. Alfred James Parker, saddler, deposed— I heard 

of fire at Morgan's about 2 o'clock on Monday morning. I was in shop adjoining Morgan's on 

Sunday afternoon at about three o'clock. I left again about four o'clock. There is no duplicate 

key to my shop and the window was fastened. No one could gain access without my key. 

Gave no one authority to go into my shop that afternoon. I have a lease of the premises 

destroyed and occupy portion of them. My term expires in about six months. I do not insure 

the building. My stock was insured at the time of the fire. I do not think the risk will cover my 

loss. Mr. Morgan has been a tenant of mine since last May. I was aware that occasionally 

some one slept on the premises. I had an interest in the shop occupied by Morgan so far as 

counter fixtures, etc., to the amount of about £40 or £50. Constable Byrne deposed that about 

ten minutes past one he passed Morgan's. Saw no sign of fire. Went into Ellen St. and about 

fifteen minutes after heard a crash of glass. Ran into Alexander St. whence sound appeared 

to come. Witness Harris told him he had given the alarm. Fire was then burning strongly in 

both windows. Aroused the people sleeping in the vicinity. While on duty did not notice 

anyone ride a bike along Alexander St. in an easterly direction. Foreman Hopkins gave 

evidence of receiving a call at 1.30 a m Turned out steam fire engine and necessary 

appliances. Flames were issuing from Parker's buildings. Got to work with two deliveries and 

got fire under control. Afterwards made an inspection of debris and came to the conclusion 

that fire originated in the tobacconist's portion of premises, which is the right hand portion of 

shop on entering. Found the gas turned on at meter. One of the jets where Morgan warmed 

his water for shaving was turned off. I only detected a smell of gas while at the fire. The 

window in Parker's shop was locked. The jury found that there was not sufficient evidence 

adduced to account for the fire. 
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Port Pirie Recorder and North Western Mail, Saturday 22nd March 1902 page 3 

The New Fire Station. 

With the exception of fixing the electric appliances: the new fire station in Gertrude-street is 

ready for occupation. There has been some delay in the arrival of the telephone poles, or the 

Brigade would have taken up its new quarters ere this. On Monday last Superintendent 

Booker and Mr. T. H. Smeaton visited the port and inspected the new premises and 

expressed themselves well satisfied with them ; in fact, they are described as the most up-to-

date fire station premises in the State out of Adelaide. The sides and front of the building, 

which is a handsome two-storied one are built of dressed free stone from Messrs. Young 

Bros. quarry at Warnertown. The rear premises are built for the most part of brick. The first 

apartment encountered on entering the building is the watch room, which opens into the 

engine-room, and is 14 ft. x 9 ft. 6 in. This is fitted with all the modern accessories in case of 

alarm. On the ground floor running along the left hand side of the building are No 1 Dormitory, 

17 ft. x 14 ft., the staircase, a winding structure with blackwood treads, No. 2 Dormintory, 9 ft 

x 14 ft., No. 3 Dormitory, 17 ft. x The messroom is 18 ft. x 14 ft.; kitchen, lift. 6 in. x 14ft.; 

washhouse, 9 ft. x 8 ft.. and the usual outbuildings, which all have tiled floors. The feature of 

the whole is undoubtedly the appliances which have been introduced in the expedition in case 

of alarm. By the use of electricity when the alarm is given the shutter in the watch-room is 

dropped and the large fold doors hung on a overhead tramway swing wide open, the whip is 

placed ready for the driver, an electro- magneto attachment at the stable doors throws them 

wide open, and lastly, but by no means the least important, the harness drops into position on 

the horse or horses as required, for the switch on the stable doors may be so regulated that 

one or both doors may be opened at one time. The engine-room measures 28 ft. x 26 ft 6 in., 

is well ventilated, and provision has been made for its efficient lighting. Littlehampton bricks 

placed on edge form the floor of the five-stall stable, which is admirably fitted up with three-

cornered galvanised mangers that can be taken off their fastenings for the purpose of 

cleaning. Gas jets are placed at intervals through out the stable, and there is a large forage 

room with capacious bins. Attention has been paid to the comfort of the men, for behind the 

stable there is the firemen's bathroom and lavatory, provided with a galvanised plunge and 

shower baths. The yard is asphalted for a space of a few feet from the building and the rest of 

the yard with silt. It seems that the Board have made a mistake in this particular, for when the 

wet weather sets in—and taking into consideration the fact that the drainage at the rear of the 

premises is any thing but what it should be—there is sure - to be a lot of water lying about. 

The little extra expense in asphalting the whole of the yard would have been justified. On 

going upstairs one is impressed with the fact that something is wanting. With a lavish hand 

the contractors have made things comfortable for the occupants so far as the plans would 

permit, but the absence of a balcony on the front, and its consequent exposure to the full rays 

of the afternoon sun, will undoubtedly render things very uncomfortable, There is no 

protection whatever and when Venetian shutters are added the front of the building will be hot 

almost to suffocation. While the rooms are lofty, splendidly finished, and of convenient size, it 

seems a pity that the good effect should be spoilt by their exposure to the sun. The rooms 

upstairs were de- signed essentially as foreman's quarters. At the top of the stairs is a large 

hall, and the other rooms include a pantry (with fixtures), 5ft. 6in. x 10ft. 6in.; sitting room, 

21ft- x 14ft. 9in.; two bedrooms, 14ft. 6in. x 12ft. 6in., and 14ft. 6in. x 14ft. respectively ; 

kitchen, 14ft. x 13ft. 6in., with cupboards and shelves; and bath- room, 9ft. x 9ft, lin. The 

improvements in the quarters are precisely the same as those which prevail at the 

Metropolitan station, and Mr. Smeaton expressed the opinion that the contractors had carried 

out their work in a highly creditable manner, while Superintendent Booker said in many 

respects the building was better finished than the Adelaide Station. The amount of Messrs. 

Scotcher & Beer's tender was £1323, and they have just completed their contract. Mr. T. H. 

Smeaton (Chairman of the Fire Brigades' Board) was the architect, and the work has been 

carried out under the super- vision of Mr. James Wood. Port Pirie now possesses a fire 

station second to none out of Adelaide, and the greatest credit for the manner in which the 

work has been carried out is due to the contractors (Messrs. Scotcher & Beer), who in a 
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number of instances have gone to expense where there was no need for doing so, simply that 

the appearance and durability of the structure should be enhanced. Mr. R. Nicholas is fixing 

the electric appliances, and Mr. Murphy of the telegraph department is busy with the 

telephonic arrangements outside, and expects to be finished about Friday next. As soon as 

the electrical appliances are completed the brigade will take up its quarter in the new building. 

Foreman Hopkins is well satisfied with the premises, but is puzzled to know how the difficulty 

regarding draining will be overcome, as at present there seems no other coarse open than to 

allow the waste water to run on to adjacent properties. Perhaps the local Board of Health will 

assist the Brigade in the matter. 

 

From the South Australian Fire Service Retirees Association Website – Port Pirie Fire Station 

(Unknown Date). https://safsra.com.au/ 

The Register, Tuesday 25th March 1902 page 3 

The new fire station in Gertrude street is almost completed, the only work now to be done 

being the installation of the electrical appliances. Superintendent Booker and Mr. T. H. 

Smeaton inspected the buildings this week, and expressed their approval of the manner in 

which the contractors, Messrs. Scotcher & Beer, have   carried out the work. The buildings, 

which are two-storied, are constructed of freestone and brick, the rear portion being built of 

the latter material. The different apartments are fitted out with all the latest improvements for 

facilitating rapidity of action in the case of alarm, and these are said to be equal to anything in 

the state. The comfort of foreman Hopkins and his firemen have not been over looked, their 

quarters being roomy and comfortable. The contract price for the buildings was £1,323. 

Petersburg Times (SA : 1887 - 1919), Friday 9 May 1902, page 3 
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PORT PIRIE. 

Meeting held May 5th. 

THE OLD FIRE BRIGADE PREMISES. 

Re Corporation premises—(old fire brigade station)—Cr. Parker moved that applications be 

invited from persons willing to rent the property, such application to state terms and the 

purpose for which it is proposed to use the premises. Cr. Symonds seconded. Carried. Cr. 

Parker moved that the tender received for the purchase of the property be returned 

unopened, with the intimation that the Council did not propose to sell. Cr. Symonds seconded. 

Carried. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Wednesday 4 June 1902, page 8 

THE PORT PIRIE FIRE. 

Port Pirie, June 5. 

An inquest was held at the Pilot-Boat Hotel this morning concerning the fire which occurred in 

Port Pirie West on Sunday night, when a wooden house, owned by Mrs. Margaret Peddle, 

was totally destroyed. The enquiry was conducted by Mr. Jabez Grose and a jury. Evidence 

was tendered by Mr. J. C. Goodhart, who lives in the vicinity, Mrs. Blatchford, a lad named 

Thomas Ward, who gave the alarm, and Mrs. Peddle. The latter stated that the building was 

insured in the Royal Insurance Company for £130. She said no one threatened to burn the 

place down and she had no idea how the fire originated. A fortnight previously she had 

evicted a tenant for not paying the rent, but they had parted on the best of terms. At the time 

of the fire the place was unoccupied and she had never given authority to anyone to sleep 

there. Foreman Hopkins, of the brigade, gave evidence of having been called to attend the 

fire, which had obtained a good hold when the brigade arrived. They had some difficulty in 

finding the plugs, owing to metal from the road having got into them. The jury found that there 

was no evidence to account for the fire. 

Adelaide Observer (SA : 1843 - 1904), Saturday 6 December 1902, page 1 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

PORT PIRIE, December 1. 

A fire in Alexander street last night did considerable damage. It broke out in premises 

occupied by Mr. George Green, who carried on a tobacconist and shaving saloon business. 

The building was completely gutted, and the stock and plant were demolished. Damage was 

done to the adjacent shop occupied by M. Faudledeen, an Indian specialist. The building 

destroyed forms part of a row of wooden shops, with Parasier's boot shop, built of stone, on 

one side, and Wertheim's depot, built of wood, on the other. Had it not been for the 

promptitude of the fire brigade the whole of the row would have been burned. The fire was 

first seen by Messrs. Melvin and Belcher, at half-past 9, and appeared to have a hold behind 

the counter. The brigade was on the scene within two minutes, but the firemen were delayed 

in getting the water through, the fireplug having been blocked up with small stones. Mr. 

Green's stock was insured in the South British Fire Marine Company of New Zealand for 

about £400. The buildings, which belong to the estate of the late Mr. T. Kneese, were insured, 

but the amount is not known. An inquest will be held to-morrow. 

Adelaide Observer (SA : 1843 - 1904), Saturday 20 December 1902, page 51 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

PORT PIRIE, December 15. 

A fire broke out last night in a girl's bedroom attached to Mr. J. Badenoch's baker's shop, 

Ellen street. The promptitude of the fire, brigade prevented the flames from spreading and 
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doing consider-able damage, as the building was constructed of wood. There are several 

buildings adjacent. The brigade was highly eulogized for its smartness. There was no one 

inside the premises at the time. The servant girl had vacated her room only a few minutes 

previously. An employe was standing in front of the premises at the time the fire broke out. 

The damage is estimated at about £50, which is covered by insurance. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Monday 15 December 1902, page 8 

PORT PIRIE. 

December 14.—A small fire occurred in Ellen-street this evening on the premises of Mr. J. 

Badenoch, baker. It appears that the curtains caught alight in the bedroom at the back, and 

created a blaze, which attracted a considerable crowd. The brigade was soon on the scene, 

and the flames were subdued in a few minutes, little damage having been done. 

1903 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Friday 10 July 1903, page 3 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

PORT PIRIE. July 9. 

A fire occurred in Ellen street late last night, and completely gutted the Tosca Studio, 

occupied by Mr. R. Scott, photographer. The building was a wooden structure, and before the 

alarm could be given the flames had a complete hold on the back portion of the premises. A 

good deal of salvage was effected in the front part. The Recorder Office, which adjoins the 

burnt building, had a narrow escape. The flames broke through the side windows, and 

damaged the roof and woodwork, but the contents were not seriously damaged. The fire 

brigade, which was promptly on the scene, prevented the fire from spreading. 

1906 

Evening Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1869 - 1912), Wednesday 10 January 1906, page 1 

TRAIN ON FIRE. 

THREE TRUCKS BURNT. SERIOUS SITUATION. PORT PIRIE, January 10. 

When the 7 o'clock mixed train for Adelaide via Petersburg had proceeded a little over two 

miles on its journey this morning, it was noticed that the contents of one of the trucks was on 

fire. This vehicle was loaded with nitrate of soda, and the two trucks next to it contained 

similar loading. These trucks, which formed part of a full train, were close to the engine. When 

the train was brought to a standstill they were uncoupled, but it was found impossible to 

subdue the flames, and the three truckloads, containing over 150 bags of the nitrate, were 

burnt, and also every bit of woodwork of the trucks. An engine and a number of men went out 

and cleared the line. The train was brought back to Pirie, and did not leave again until past 9 

o'clock—over two hours' late. There were several passengers in the carriages. The soda 

belonged to the Broken Hill Company. 

Port Pirie Recorder and North Western Mail (SA : 1898 - 1918), Saturday 13 January 1906, page 

3 

A Train on Fire. 

Just after the 7 o'clock mixed train for Adelaide via Petersburg had passed the Two-mile 

Crossing on Wednesday morning the contents of one of the trucks was found to be on fire. In 

addition to the passenger carriages, the train comprised about 20 trucks, containing Oregon 

timber and coal (for Broken Hill), and five loaded waggons with bagged saltpetre, three being 

next to the engine and two in the centre of the train, of which Mr. J. McGibbon was guard and 

Mr. Shrives engine-driver. The fire started in the middle one of the three trucks next the 

engine, and as soon as the train was brought to a standstill Mr. Shrives attacked it with water 
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from the tender. The first douche caused an explosion like the report of a gun. and the flames 

spread so quickly that it was speedily realised that there was no hope of saving the three 

trucks which were laden with the saltpetre, and which had been uncoupled when the train was 

stopped. The blazing trucks could be seen from some distance off, and prolonged whistling 

apprised the railway authorities that something was wrong. Mr. R. S. Ross, the station-

master, got an engine and went out with assistance, but found it impossible to save the 

trucks, from which the molten material was trickling on to the line. Plentiful applications of 

water were applied, and after some difficulty caused by the slag setting hard, the line was 

cleared and the train brought back to the station. The train was again sent on its journey at 

about 9 o'clock. The three trucks were burnt right out, only the ironwork being left. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Friday 26 January 1906, page 8 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

Port Pirie, January 24. 

Yesterday afternoon a fire broke out on premises belonging to Mr. T. Bowden, a timber 

merchant, of Alexander-street, and only a few yards away from his timber yards. The fire 

brigade, under Foreman Napier, were quickly on the scene, and their promptitude was 

responsible for restricting the fire. 

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), Saturday 24 March 1906, page 13 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

Port Pirie, March 20. 

Early this morning a fire occurred in Second-street, in a galvanized house, occupied by Mr. 

O'Connor, and owned by Mr. Donnelly, of Narridy. The fire attacked another iron house next 

door, occupied by Mr. Fisher, and owned by Mr. W. B. McDonald. The brigade were on the 

scene about 2.30 a.m., but the fire had gained complete hold, and both buildings were entirely 

destroyed, only the chimneys of each being left standing. The cause of the fire was the 

bursting of a kerosine lamp. Mr. Donnelly's property was insured in the Colonial Mutual 

Company, and Mr. McDonald's in the Royal Insurance Company. The contents of both 

buildings, which were totally destroyed, were not insured. 

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), Saturday 10 November 1906, page 13 

FIREWORKS AND THEIR RESULT. 

PORT PIRIE, November 6.— About 9 o'clock last night the fire brigade received a call from 

Pirie West and on arrival found that a four-roomed weather-board-house was on fire. The 

premises, which were unoccupied, belong to Mr. I. Kimbley, who has a shop next door. The 

fire was noticed first burning at the eaves of the roof, and the brigade were on the spot in 

plenty of time to prevent serious damage if the pressure of water had been sufficient. As it 

was, the firemen had to wait for an adequate flow. In the meantime, with the neighbors, they 

threw buckets of water on the fire to prevent the flames catching Mr. Kimbley's shop. When a 

sufficient stream of water had been obtained the fire was quickly got under, but not before 

considerable damage, estimated by the owner at £150, had been done. The premises were 

insured in the Victoria Insurance Company. The fire was a result of Guy Fawkes Day 

celebrations, the building having been set alight by a rocket. 

1907 

Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931), Saturday 26 January 1907, page 17 

The Country 

PORT PIRIE, January 19.— Yesterday Mr. W. K. Mallyon completed his twenty-fifth year as 

manager of the National Bank here, and many of his numerous friends availed themselves of 
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the opportunity to offer him hearty congratulations. Mr. Mallyon joined the bank on March 31. 

1875, and soon afterward proceeded north to act as clerk under Mr. Elphick at Jamestown. 

The National Bank at that time was opening branches at all the important centres in the north, 

and officers who gave promise of business ability got rapid promotion. Mr. Mallyon was one of 

these, and within 18 months from the time he joined the service he was appointed manager at 

Caltowie. He soon made his influence felt in the welfare of that early thriving township. In 

1878 he was transferred to the management of the Redhill branch, and in 1882 was promoted 

to Port Pirie, which was then coming into prominence. The advance of the bank under Mr. 

Mallyon's management is coincident with the progress of the town. Although his position was 

a bar to his acceptance of public offices he nevertheless had opportunities to make his 

presence felt in matters pertaining to the welfare of the town, and these he made use of to a 

valuable extent. He worked hand in hand with the pioneers, who included the late Capt. 

Williams, Mr. Henry Prest, and Mr. William Woods, and the still-alive battlers Messrs. Wiliam 

Goode, Fred Grey, H. C. .Warren. J. Mansom, and several others, for the advancement of the 

town. When there was likelihood of the Barrier trade being diverted from Port Pirie he helped 

to get it through its proper channel. He was the first secretary of the institute, which was 

started in a small building in Alexander street, later on used as the fire brigade station, and at 

present occupied by a chaff dealer.  

Port Pirie Recorder and North Western Mail (SA : 1898 - 1918), Wednesday 31 July 1907, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL. 

Tampering with a Fire Alarm. 

Shortly before midnight an alarm was received at the Fire Brigade Station from the Pirie West 

box. The reel was at once sent out, when it was found that the alarm was a false one. The 

police were notified, and took steps to investigate the matter. It is understood that there is a 

clue to the perpetrators of the misdeed. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Thursday 8 August 1907, page 3 

FIRE IN A SHOP. 

PORT PIRIE. August 7.— A fire broke out in Solomontown at about 9 o'clock last night in a 

small shop belonging to Mr. John Finke, and occupied by Mr. Louis Abelson. The fire brigade 

arrived on the scene before the fire had got much of a hold, and quickly subdued the flames. 

The stock was insured in the Commercial Union Company for £100, and the building in the 

Victoria Insurance Company. 

1908 

Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931), Saturday 11 January 1908, page 29 
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A NEW TYPE OF FIRE BRIGADE WAGGON AT PORT PIRIE, DESIGNED BY SUPT. 

RICKWOOD. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Wednesday 26 August 1908, page 10 

PORT PIRIE FIRE. 

AN INQUEST HELD. 

Port Pirie, August 25. 

An inquest was held this afternoon on the fire which took place at the John Hunter Boot 

Company's premises on Sunday morning last. The coroner was Mr. J. H. Sinclair, S.M. 

Constable Noblett represented the police. 

Archibald G. Napier, officer in charge of the brigade, said the brigade received a call from 

Alexander-street at about 3 o'clock on Sunday morning. On arrival they found the John 

Hunter Company's premises well alight in the south-east corner. He broke open the door, and 

the fire was put out. Afterwards the manager, Mr. McCarthy, told him that about £24 was in 

the portion of the building damaged by the fire. Witness called in Constable Ryan, and in his 

presence made as careful a search as was possible. The door and windows were intact. He 

left Constable Ryan and Fireman Scheller in charge. At daylight on Sunday the witness made 

an inspection, and secured the building by lock and key. At 9 on Monday morning, in the 

presence of Constables Noblett and Turner, witness made a careful overhaul of the debris, 

but found no trace of coins or any melted metal. The first he saw of Mr McCarthy, was about 

3.15 a.m. He was taking the books out, and witness stopped him, telling him he could have no 

one there. Then the witness took the books from Mr. McCarthy. After extinguishing the fire 

witness called him in. That would be about 3.20. It did not take long to put out the fire, and the 

brigade was back at the station at 10 minutes to 4 o'clock. Mr. McCarthy then said pointing to 

the portion destroyed by the fire—"What about the money?" Witness said, "What money?" 

and asked him to indicate the position in which it had been placed. Mr. McCarthy said that a 

sum of money had been left in a cardboard box on the fourth shelf. Wit-ness asked him the 

amount, and after a good deal of pressing he gave it as £24 in notes, gold, and silver, but he 

gave no idea as to the items. Witness then called the constable. Later in the morning, when 
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witness was there with the police, Mr. McCarthy said first that it was £24, and then brought it 

down to £21 odd, the latter? amount being less wages £3 6/. Eventually he said there was £3 

in silver, £2 10/ in gold, and the rest in notes. 

By the Coroner Witness found nothing to suggest the cause of the fire. No gas jet was near 

the portion burned. Mr. McCarthy offered no suggestion as to the cause of the fire. The 

Coroner—When you stopped him from taking the books out, was he anywhere near the 

damaged portion, where he said the money had been placed? The Witness—No. On the 

other side. Was there any possibility of the money being taken away while you were engaged 

with the fire? No; because the shelves had fallen in before we got there. Where the fire 

occurred there were numbers of empty, boxes and some lines of boots hung on rods. 

John McCarthy, the Port Pirie manager for John Hunter & Co., deposed that on Saturday 

night he left the shop at 10 minutes to 10. He saw that all the doors and windows were 

fastened, and turned off the gas before leaving. He put away about £24, consisting of notes, 

silver, and copper, mostly notes. There was £2 or £2 10/ in gold and £3 in silver. He put it in 

an empty boot box on the fourth shelf on the eastern side. That was where the fire occurred. 

He had always done this as being the most unlikely place in which anyone breaking in would 

look. They had no safe. Everything was in perfect order when he left the shop on Saturday 

night. He could not form any idea as to the origin of the fire, and could not say whether the 

stock was insured. He had been away ill for six weeks, and returned a fortnight ago. He had 

the only key of the shop. The others in the shop usually left at 9.30 on Saturday nights before 

the witness. They did not use candles. Witness smoked in the shop, and smoked at tea time 

there on Saturday night, but not afterwards. He banked every Monday. He left in the shop 

£24, less wages £3 6/. He arrived at the amount by counting. He did not say he counted it 

every Saturday night, but he knew what they took each day. After leaving the shop he had 

some refreshments at a restaurant. He got home at 10 minutes to 12, and never came out 

again till advised of the fire. 

The Coroner—You didn't answer the foreman at once when he asked you how much money 

was there did you?—Yes. I told him straight away. I went in to get the books, and I was 

present at the search on Sunday. 

If you had been told by someone else that coins had been left there and you could not find 

them amongst the debris, wouldn't you think it strange?—Yes. I should think it rather 

mysterious. I haven't made a search yet, though. You mean to infer that you might find it 

yet?—Yes 

Eva Foster, assistant at the shop, deposed that during Mr. McCarthy s recent absence she 

had charge. The average weekly takings were from £20 to £22. That was before the wages 

amount was deducted. Witness did not know what was taken last week. By Constable 

Noblett—Are candles used in the shops?—No. Constable Noblett—I suppose you can get 

enough light from the gas? The Coroner—There was light enough for a fire, at any rate. The 

Witness—The money was always placed in a box in the fittings every night, the till only being 

used in the daytime. There were no curtains or hangings near where the fire broke out. 

John McCarthy, recalled by the coroner, said he would think that the damage to the goods by 

the fire only was about £20. 

Constable Ryan stated that he arrived on the scene about the same time as the brigade. 

When the fire was put out he and Fireman Scheller were left in charge. He heard Mr. 

McCarthy says that he had lost some money, and he was one of the five police and firemen 

who made a careful search. No coins were discovered. He passed through Alexander-street 

at about 2.30 a.m., and there was no sign of a fire then. 

The Coroner found that there was no evidence to show how the fire originated. He added that 

smoking about business premises during business hours seemed to be a dangerous practice. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Thursday 27 August 1908, page 9 
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PORT PIRIE FIRE. NO EVIDENCE HOW ORIGINATED. 

PORT PIRIE, August 25.— An enquiry was held before Mr. J. H. Sinclair. S.M. to-day on the 

fire which broke out in Hunter's Boot Palace on Sunday morning. P.C. Constable Noblett, on 

behalf of the police, conducted the enquiry. Foreman Napier deposed that at 3 a.m. on Sun-

day the fire brigade received a call from Alexander street, and on arrival found the premises 

occupied by the John Hunter Boot Company to be well alight in the south-east corner. Broke 

open the front door and extinguished the flames. He was informed by the manager (John 

McCarthy) money amounting to about £24 which had been left on the portion of building 

damaged by fire was missing. Called in Constable Ryan, and in his presence made as careful 

a search as was possible at the time, and examined the entrances and window, but found 

them all intact. Left fireman and Constable Ryan jointly in charge of premises. At day-light on 

the 23rd made a further inspection, and then secured the building by lock and key. At 9 a.m. 

on the Monday, in the presence of Con-stables Turner and Noblett, made a careful overhaul 

of the debris, but found no trace of coin or molten metal. The gas jet had been turned off. The 

first he saw of McCarthy was when they were working at the fire about quarter-past 3 o'clock. 

He was then carrying the books out when he stopped him. Witness said, "Get out: I'll have no 

one here while we are working the fire," Then took the books from him. After having 

extinguished the fire be again saw him, and he pointing at the portion which was destroyed, 

said. "What about the money?" Witness said, "What money?" and he replied that a sum of 

money had been left in a cardboard box on the fourth shelf. Asked him the amount and, after 

hesitation he said, £24 in notes, gold, and silver. On the Sunday morning, in the presence of 

Sgt Rumball and witness, heard McCarthy say that it was about £24 and then about £21. He 

eventually stated that there was £3 in silver, £2 in gold, and the remainder in notes. By the 

S.M.— Found nothing to enable him to suggest how the fire occurred. McCarthy did not offer 

any explanation as to how the fire occurred. There was no possibility of the money having 

been taken whilst they were there. By Constable Noblett— The part of the building where the 

fire occurred was stacked with empty boxes mostly. John McCarthy (manager of John Hunter 

Boot Company) said on Saturday he left the shop at about 10 minutes to 10. Before leaving 

he secured all the doors and windows and turned the gas off at the meter. Left about £24, 

consisting of notes, gold, and silver. As near as he could remember there was about £3 in 

silver, some copper, and £2 10/ in gold. Put the money in an empty boot box on the fourth 

shelf on the east side of the shop. That was the place where the fire occurred. Had always 

been in the habit of putting the money there. There was no safe kept to put the money in. 

When he left the shop everything was in perfect order. Could form no idea how the fire 

originated. Did not know whether the stock was insured. Had been away from the shop for six 

weeks through illness. Had been back about a fortnight. Miss Foster was in change during his 

absence. He was the only person who had a key of the premises. Opened the shop every 

morning. By the S.M.— Shut the shop on Saturday nights, and it was not until about 10 

o'clock when he got away. He smoked in the shop on Saturday night about tea time. Had no 

fitting room. There was a door which could be entered from the yard. Miss Foster left about 

ten minutes before he did on Saturday night. Did not use candles. The money was paid in to 

the firm's credit at the National Bank every Monday morning. There was £24, less wages. 

Had never taken money to the bank on a Saturday night. Knew when he went out that there 

was £24 less wages paid. After leaving the shop walked us far as Mrs. Row's shop, and met 

two young ladies and two gentlemen. Had refreshments at Scott's restaurant, then went to the 

Barrier Hotel. Left there about 20 minutes past 10. Got home about 10 minutes to 12. and 

never left there until two men came into his room and told him that the shop was on fire. 

Dressed and went down with them. When he saw Foreman Napier told him at once the 

amount of money there was. Went in to get the books. Eva Foster, assistant in the shop, 

corroborated. She saw McCarthy put the money in the cardboard box, which was the usual 

custom, on Saturday nights. The usual takings on Saturday nights were, she said, from £20 to 

£21. By the S.M.— Saw McCarthy count the money. McCarthy was recalled by the S.M., and, 

in answer to questions, said he estimated the value of the goods burnt at £20. He did not 

know the amount of damage caused by fire and water. Constable Ryan corroborated 

Foreman Napier's evidence. The S.M.— I find there is no evidence to show how the fire 
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originated. He added :— "It seems to me a dangerous practice smoking about premises 

during business hours." 

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), Saturday 29 August 1908, page 14 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

PORT PIRIE, August 23.— At 3 o'clock this morning the Alexander-street fire alarm was rung 

by Mr. A. Moss, and a prompt response by Foreman Napier and the men of the brigade 

prevented what might have been a serious fire. It was found that the back premises of the 

John Hunter Boot Company, in Alexander street, were alight, but the flames were speedily 

subdued. The damage by fire was mostly confined to the cheaper lines of goods, boxes, &c. 

but it is probable that investigation to-morrow will show that the stock generally is more or less 

damaged by heat and smoke. It is not yet known here whether the stock is insured, but the 

building is covered by a policy in the National Company of New Zealand. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Saturday 29 August 1908, page 11 

PORT PIRIE FIRE. 

From "A Resident of Port Pirie":— "In The Register of August 27 I noticed, to my 

astonishment, the account of the Hunter Boot Palace fire, Alexandra street, Port Pirie. I 

regarded myself as the principal witness, but was not called upon to give evidence. I thought 

it a lack of judgment on the part of the Coroner in coming to a decision without first trying to 

gain some information from the first actual eyewitness, who not only gave the alarm, but was 

also instrumental in directing the brigade to the scene of the conflagration. I do not wish for 

one moment to impute to the Coroner any unworthy motives; but certainly I think that in the 

interests of the general public no trouble should have been spared to assist the Coroner in 

forming a correct judgment. 

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), Saturday 5 September 1908, page 13 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

PORT PIRIE, August 28. — A fire occurred about midday to-day at Port Pirie West in an iron 

building owned by Messrs. Symonds Bros. The brigade were quickly on the scene and saved 

the building, the upper portion of which was used by the firm for upholstery work. The fire 

commenced suddenly while two employes were on the premises, but starting as it did 

amongst kapok and flock the flames soon spread, and but for the promptness of the brigade 

the shed must have been destroyed. A considerable quantity of furniture which was being 

upholstered was destroyed. The stock was insured in the Phoenix Company. 

1909 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Monday 23 August 1909, page 10 

SMART FIRE BRIGADE. 

PORT PIRIE, August 22.— Professor Macully and Mr. Fred Bevan, who had been judging the 

competitions in connection with the Port Pirie Show, during Friday evening, after returning to 

the Family Hotel, where they are staying, sat talking for a while. The professor retired shortly 

afterward, and in his bedroom noticed that one of the buildings opposite to his window was on 

fire. An alarm was quickly given, and the fire brigade having arrived soon afterwards 

succeeded in extinguishing the flames before, much damage had been done. The building 

which caught fire was used by Mr. Paryanus, restaurant keeper, as a lumber store. It extends 

behind his shop and that of Mr. James Casey, tobacconist, and alongside the premises of Hr. 

W. Badenoch, baker. All these buildings are constructed of wood and iron, and would offer 

little resistance once a fire got a start. On the other side Mr. B. J. Knight's family Hotel stands, 

and some little consternation was caused to the inmates when it was known that a fire had 

broken out. The room in which the fire originated was gutted, and the flames were issuing 

from above the door when the brigade arrived. The contents of the room, which were not of 
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much value, although they included Mr. Paryanus's books and accounts, were uninsured. The 

contents, however, of Mr. Paryanus's shop, which is adjacent, are covered in the Liverpool 

and London and Globe Insurance Company. This is not the first fire which has broken out in 

these premises within the last few years. 

1910 

From the Sands and McDougall Directory for 1910. 

Port Pirie, Arch Napier, Foreman of the Fire brigade, Gertrude Street. 

Port Pirie Recorder and North Western Mail (SA : 1898 - 1918), Wednesday 2 February 1910, 

page 3 

Foreman A. G. Napier, who has been officer in charge of the Port Pirie Fire Brigade during 

the last six years has been promoted to the position of District officer at Port Adelaide and 

expects to leave for the latter place to-morrow. The new foreman, who reaches Port Pirie by 

Thursday, is Mr. Hedger, late of the Port Adelaide brigade. 

Port Pirie Recorder and North Western Mail (SA : 1898 - 1918), Saturday 5 February 1910, page 

6 

Fire. 

A fire occurred at a shop owned by Mrs. Dettmer in Solomontown Road on Wednesday. The 

alarm was received by Foreman Napier, at the Fire Station, at 12.47 p.m., and the brigade 

was speedily at the spot where the outbreak had occurred. The shop is occupied by Mr. 

Pavlich, butcher, and the conflagration originated in the office, which is situated between the 

shop and the engine-roome and sausage factory. There was little hope of saving the office 

from the arrival of the brigade, but a good pressure of water being available, every effort was 

made to confine the fire. The flames spread to the shop itself, which was badly damaged, 

though the cool chamber suffered practically no damage. The plate-glass windows were 

totally destroyed, and the greater portion of the shop suffered heavy damage. The building 

was insured in the Colonial mutual office for £160, and this, it is estimated will cover the 

damage. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Thursday 17 February 1910, page 6 

PERSONAL. 

Mr. Hedger, who succeeds Mr. Napier as officer in charge of the Port Pirie fire brigade, 

arrived at the northern town from Port Adelaide on Wednesday night. Mr. Napier will proceed 

this morning to Port Adelaide to take over the charge of the fire station there. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Monday 21 March 1910, page 10 

THE COUNTRY. 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

Port Pirie. March 20. 

A fire occurred early this morning at the Union Providores' shop which is situated in the new 

Market Buildings, a block which consists of five shops and an auction mart on the ground floor 

and a concert hall upstairs. The fire brigade received the call at 5.20, and but for the 

promptitude with which Foreman H. Hedger and his men reached the scene and got to work 

the whole block, built of wood and iron, might have been destroyed. The fire started in the 

front of the shop mentioned, amongst some cases just inside the window partition, and the 

flames had risen to a good height and had already fused some zinc ventilators when the 

brigade arrived. The cause of the fire is unknown. Some damage was done to the contents of 

the shop which were not insured. The damage to the properly is estimated at about £30. The 

whole block, which is insured for £1,200 in the Batavia Office, is owned by the Port Pirie 
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Market and Auction Company, for which Mr. A. J. Parker is man-ager. Mr. T. Madigan is the 

manager of the Union Providores' shop. 

Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924), Wednesday 3 August 1910, page 4 

A FIREMAN'S PECULIAR PROMOTION 

The case of Mr. Hedger was again mentioned in the House of Assembly yester-day. Mr. 

Blundell asked the Premier whether the Government had taken any steps in regard to this 

case, and the re-ply was, "Not at present," indicating that action is meditated. Mr. Hedger had 

been 15 years in the employ of the Fire Brigades Board, and had worked himself up, 

presumably by meritorious service, to the position of foreman of the Port Adelaide Brigade. 

Then, apparently without, any reason being vouchsafed, he was transferred to Port Pirie at a 

reduced salary, instead of promotion, which be had been promised. Mr. Blundell was 

informed by a fireman that Hedger was transfer-red to Port Pirie because of friction with the 

men under him, and he wrote a letter of enquiry to the Chief Secretary. Mr. Blundell states 

that Mr. Hedger was at Port Pirie at this time, and did not know that the Chief Secretary had 

been appealed to, nor had be instigated such action. But a little later Hedger was called to 

Adelaide by the board, and asked why he had got a member of Parliament to interfere. No 

other charge was laid against him, and he was not told why he had been removed from Port 

Adelaide to Port Pirie. After the interview with the board, Hedger was told to return to Port 

Pirie, but not to resume duty. A second enquiry was held by the board, but Hedger was not 

allowed to be present, and the outcome was that he was given the option of resigning with a 

month's pay or dismissal. He accordingly re-signed. An investigation into the matter is 

considered necessary by Mr. Blundell, who, failing other means, will resort to a petition. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Wednesday 10 August 1910, page 9 

THE PARLIAMENT. 

HOUSE OF, ASSEMBLY TUESDAY, AUGUST 9. 

The Speaker (Hon. Sir Jenkin Coles) took the Chair at 2 p.m. PETITION.—FOREMAN 

HEDGER'S DISMISSAL. 

Mr. JACKSON presented a petition from electors of Port Pirie praying for an independent 

enquiry into the charges against, and the dismissal of ex-Foreman Hedger from the fire 

brigade's service. Received and read. Mr. BLUNDELL drew the attention of the Premier to the 

fact that a report was in the Chief Secretary's Office from the Fire Brigades Board in 

connection with the dismissal of Foreman Hedger. As that report contained a reflection on 

himself, would the Premier lay the report on the table of the House, so that he might deny the 

untruthful statement in it? The PREMIER (Hon. J. Yerran) said he would place the report on 

the table of the House if the hon. member so desired. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Friday 19 August 1910, page 9 

FIRE BRIGADE AFFAIRS. 

DISMISSAL OF FOREMAN HEDGER. 

In the Assembly on Thursday the Premier laid on the table a report by the Secretary of the 

Fire Brigades Board regarding the dismissal of Foreman Hedger and the statements made in 

the house of Assembly by Mr. Blundell on July 20. It stated:— "Mr. Blundell has evidently 

been greatly misinformed. When Hedger was instructed to remove from Port Adelaide to Port 

Pirie he was informed by the Superintendent that it was because his district was in an upset 

state, there being too many removals, resignations, and dis-missals of firemen going on. He 

informed the Superintendent with an oath that he would not go, for which he was suspended, 

and the alternative given him of either going to Port Pirie at once or sending in his resignation. 

He went to Port Pirie, and when the next inspection was made by the Chairman and Mr. 

Ponder he read them a communication of his grievances against the Superintendent, which 
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he supplemented by wild statements to the effect that the Superintendent had told him that, 

although he had endeavoured to secure him an increase of salary while he was district officer 

of Port Adelaide, he was unsuccessful, as political influence had been brought to bear on the 

board to prevent it. Hedger was in such an excited and uncontrollable state at the time as to 

give the impression that he was not accountable for his statements, and when he became 

calmer he was allowed to withdraw them. The matter was not reported to the board until the 

questions asked on June 16 were considered. "The first two questions— 1. How many men 

have resigned or left the Adelaide Fire Brigade Station during the last month? 2. How many 

men have resigned from the Port Adelaide Station during the last two months that Foreman 

Hedger was in charge?— were arranged solely for the purpose of making the Adelaide 

Station appear in an unfavourable light for the month ending June 15, 1910, as compared 

with the Port Adelaide Station for the two months ending January 21, 1910. The answers to 

both questions were three men. The knowledge displayed in the questions and the evident 

intention of doing an injury to his superior officer left no doubt in the mind of the Chairman and 

Mr. Ponder that Hedger had caused the questions to be asked, and they then informed the 

board of the interview at Port Pirie, with the result that Hedger was instructed to attend an 

enquiry to consider his removal from Port Adelaide to Port Pirie. The enquiry was held on July 

1, and the reason of holding it was distinctly explained to Hedger, who asked to be allowed to 

resign at once on hearing that the board and not the Superintendent had removed him to Port 

Pirie. Enquiry was allowed to proceed, and Hedger gave a full account of his grievances. The 

Superintendent then re-ported that he would not reply in detail to Hedger's remarks, as they 

were untrue, and his grievances were imaginary. The board was of the same opinion, and as 

it was impossible to retain the services of Hedger in his state of dissatisfaction it was decided 

that he must leave the service; but, in consideration of the number of years he had been in 

the board's employ, he would be allowed to resign. He was paid a full month's salary, and £15 

was allowed for the removal of his family and furniture from Port Pirie to Adelaide. He was a 

good fireman and honest, but he failed as a foreman in the management of men, and in his 

state of discontent, and with his imaginary grievances he was a menace to the stability of the 

brigades. "It is unnecessary to refer in detail to the causes of the removals, resignations, and 

dismissals of firemen from the Port Adelaide Station while Hedger was district officer, the 

appalling list given by Mr. Blundell being sufficient evidence that something was radically 

wrong in the management of the men. such as had never occurred before in the history of the 

brigade, and which has stopped since the removal of Hedger. "Mr. Blundell referred to other 

fire brigade matters in his speech, and with reference to the superannuation system the 

petition he mentions was presented to the Superintendent in the form of a round robin before 

the terms of the system were known to the employes. The Superintenent took no objection to 

the request in the petition, but to the underhand manner in which it was drawn up, and the 

petitioners were censured accordingly. The men were informed that existing members of the 

brigade need not join the system unless they desired so to do, and several have not joined. It 

was only compulsory on men joining the service after the adoption of the system. "It is untrue 

that domestic duties are performed by a member of the brigade in the present 

Superintendent's house, though it is a fact that it happened when Mr. Booker occupied the 

position. At present firemen clean all the outside windows of the head station, including the 

residential portion, and attend to the small amount of gardening to be done, but this does not 

interfere with their duties as firemen." 

Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924), Friday 19 August 1910, page 6 

FIRE BRIGADE MATTERS. 

THE CASE OP FIREMAN HEDGER. 

THE BOARD REPLIES TO CRITICISM. 

In the House of Assembly on Thursday the Commissioner of Public Works laid upon the table 

a report by the Fire Brigades' Board with reference to the resignation of Fireman Hedger, 

which Mr. Blundell recently referred to in the House. The report said, inter alia, "when Hedger 



Port Pirie Fire Brigade.docx 
Page 40 of 318 

SA Country Fire Service Promotions Unit 
www.fire-brigade.asn.au 

9 June 2026 

was instructed to remove from Port Adelaide to Port Pirie, he was informed that the reason 

was that his district was in an upset state, there being too many removals, resignations, and 

dismissals of firemen going on. He informed the superintendent with an oath that he would 

not go, for which he was suspended, and the alternative given him of going to Port Pirie at 

once or resigning. He went to Port Pirie, and when the next inspection was made by the 

chairman and Mr. Ponder, he read them a communication of his grievances against the 

superintendent, which he supplemented by wild statements to the effect that the 

superintendent had told him that although he had endeavored to secure him an increase of 

salary while he was district officer at Port Adelaide, he was unsuccessful, as political influence 

had been brought to bear on the board to prevent it. Hedger was in such an excited and 

uncontrolable state at the time as to give the impression that he was not accountable for his 

statements, and when he became calmer he was al-lowed to withdraw them. The matter was 

not reported to the board until the questions asked on June 16 were considered. 

"The first two questions—(1) How many men have resigned or left the Adelaide Fire Brigade 

Station during the last month ? (2) How many men have resigned from the Port Adelaide 

station during the last two months that Foreman Hedger was in charge ?—were arranged 

solely for the purpose of making the Adelaide station appear in an unfavorable light for the 

month ended June 15, 1910, as compared with the Port Adelaide station for the two months 

ended January 21, 1910. The answer to each question was 'three men.' The knowledge 

displayed in the questions and the evident intention of doing an injury to his superior officer, 

left no doubt in the minds of the chairman and Mr. Ponder that Hedger had caused the 

questions to be asked, and they then informed the board of the interview at Port Pirie, with the 

result that Hedger was instructed to attend an enquiry to consider his removal from Port 

Adelaide to Port Pirie. The enquiry was held on July 1, and the reason of holding it was 

distinctly explained to Hedger, who asked to be allowed to resign at once on hearing that the 

board and not the superintendent had removed him to Port Pirie. Enquiry was allowed to 

proceed, and Hedger gave a full account of his grievances. The superintendent then reported 

that he would not reply in detail to Hedger's remarks as they were untrue and his grievances 

were imaginary. The board was of the same opinion, and as it was impossible to retain the 

services of Hedger in his state of dissatisfaction, it was decided that he must leave the 

service, but in consideration of the number of years he had been in the board's employ he 

would be allowed to resign. He was paid a full month's salary, and £15 was allowed for the 

removal of his family and furniture from Port Pirie to Adelaide. He was a good fire-man and 

honest, but he failed as a fore-man in the management of men, and in his state of discontent, 

and with his imaginary grievances he was a menace to the stability of the brigades. 

"It is unnecessary to refer in detail to the causes of the removals, resignations, and dismissals 

of formen from the Port Adelaide station while Hedger was district officer, the appalling list 

given by Mr. Blundell being sufficient evidence that something was radically wrong in the 

management of the men, such as had never occurred before in the history of the brigade, and 

which has stopped since the removal of Hedger. 

Mr. Blundell referred to other fire brigade matters in his speech, and with reference to the 

superannuation system the petition he mentions was presented to the superintendent in the 

form of a round robin before the terms of the system were known to the employes. The 

superintendent took no objection to the request in the petition, but to the underhand manner 

in which it was drawn up, and the petitioners were censured accordingly. The men were 

informed that existing members of the brigade need not join the system unless they desired 

so to do, and several have not joined. It was only compulsory on men joining the service after 

the adoption of the system. 

"It is untrue that domestic duties are performed by a member of the brigade in the present 

superintendent's house, though it is a fact that it happened when Mr. Booker occupied the 

position. At present firemen clean all the outside windows of the head station, including the 

residential portion, and attend to the small amount of gardening to be done, but this does not 

interfere with their duties as firemen." 
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Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Thursday 22 September 1910, page 13 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN PARLIAMENT. 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. Wednesday. September 21. 

The Speaker (Sir Jenkin Coles) took the chair at 2 p.m. . 

FOREMAN HEDGER'S CASE. 

Mr. BLUNDELL moved— "That in the opinion of this House an independent inquiry into the 

dismissal of Foreman Hedger from the Fire Brigade should he held." After reading the report 

of the chairman of the Fire Brigades Board he could only come to the conclusion that his (Mr. 

Blundell's) action in asking the Chief Secretary certain questions in connection with the board 

was the means of leading to the dismissal of Foreman Hedger. The questions to the Chief 

Secretary were put by him without Mr. Hedger's knowledge, and the latter has made a sworn 

declaration to that effect. The report was very difficult because of the manner in which the 

various matters were dealt with. An independent enquiry was desired. In consequence of the 

treatment meted out to Hedger there was a feeling of unrest among all the men employed by 

the board. The board moved heaven and earth to prevent an independent enquiry. Hardly 24 

hours elapsed after he first introduced the subject in the Assembly be-fore certain gentlemen 

were in the office of the Chief Secretary trying to get the Government to refuse an 

independent enquiry. 

Mr. PONDER said Mr. Blundell has been misguided in his action and misinformed as to the 

facts. The board had no feeling whatever against Mr. Hedger, who was removed from Port 

Adelaide to Port Pirie because the board found that the service at Port Adelaide was 

disorganised. When informed of the decision of the board Hedger, with an oath, declared that 

he would see the board in a certain place before he went. That was insubordination The 

board gave him 48 hours to go to Port Pirie or resign. Hedger went to Port Pirie. There was 

no ill-feeling against Mr. Hedger at all on the part of his subordinates, and the board 

recognised that he was a thoroughly good fireman. Mr. Hedger had been fairly and justly 

treated, and the appointment of a board of enquiry would involve unnecessary expense. On 

the motion of Mr. VERRAN, the motion was adjourned till Wednesday, October 5. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Monday 3 October 1910, page 8 

FOREMAN HEDGER'S CASE. 

From W. D. Ponder, M.P.:—"A letter signed 'Henry H. Hedger' recently appeared in The 

Register, wherein that gentleman, referred to his dismissal from the fire brigade service, 

denies that he com-mitted any act of insubordination. Surely Mr. Hedger does not deny that 

when first instructed by Superintendent Rickwood to go to Port Pirie he flatly refused to do 

so? If that is not insubordination I do not know the meaning of the word. Mr. Hedger next says 

that if I received my information from the Superintendent— that ‘during the eight months that 

Foreman Napier has been in charge at Port Adelaide not a solitary man has left'— he will 

pardon my mistake. It is kind of him, and I accept his pardon. I made the statement in the 

House on the authority of the Chairman of the Fire Brigades' Board, and the truth of the 

statement is now confirmed by Superintendent Rickwood, who on September 30 sent me the 

following letter:— Having seen a letter to the press by H. Hedger, late of the South Australian 

Fire Brigade, re your reply in Parliament to some remarks on this case, allow me to say your 

statement was correct, Hedger was insubordinate, inasmuch as he refused to comply with the 

orders of his superiors, and was suspended. As to the men who have left and been removed, 

the following are the facts:— Fireman Lowe was aware of the fact that he was leaving the 

brigade before Hedger left. Hedger was also probably aware of the fact. If he wishes to know 

why Lowe left, let him come and make enquiries at headquarters, as I am not disposed to 

make public the private business of any man. Gifford was on probation only; not on the 

strength of the brigade. Coleman was never in the brigade; simply standing by, as many 

others do, for a man who was sick or on leave. The removals are accounted for as follows:— 
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When Hedger was transferred to Port Pirie, Senior-Fireman Tyson was occupying the 

quarters at that station, and —that no injustice should be done Tyson— he was transferred 

back to Port Adelaide to Hedger's quarters, and Hedger took the quarters at Port Pirie. Now, if 

Hedger can devote an hour to this problem, he will probably find that, as the foreman and 

senior fireman moved from Port Pirie to Port Adelaide, and only Hedger left Port Ade-laide for 

Port Pirie, there was one man too many at Port Adelaide, and as there was a vacancy at Port 

Pirie, due to Tyson going to Port Adelaide, Abrahams was sent to Port Pirie. Stanton was 

transferred to North Adelaide before Mr. Napier took charge at Port Adelaide. Parsonage, 

from the Semaphore Station, made application some considerable time ago, asking that 

should a vacancy occur at a suburban station, could he get a remove, which was granted him 

when the vacancy occurred. In neither case has it been the slightest thing to do with the 

officer in charge of the Port Adelaide district, who, I am pleased to say, is carrying out his 

duties in the best manner possible. Let me assure Mr. Hedger that, in my opinion, he has had 

fairplay, and that there are no grounds for his imagining that his removal to Port Pirie was 

simply for political reasons. His political views have never been discussed, nor are they 

known, by the members of the board.' 

1911 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Monday 9 January 1911, page 10 

THE COUNTRY. 

GOOD WORK BY A FIRE BRIGADE. 

PORT PIRIE, January 6. —Another smart piece of work was performed by the fire brigade, 

under the command of Foreman Kellett, last night. A four-roomed weatherboard house in Port 

Pirie West was saved from destruction by their promptitude. The nearest alarm was some 

distance from the scene of the fire, and on the arrival of the brigade it was found that Mr. 

Burgess' house in Fourth-street was well alight. Dense clouds of smoke overhung the 

neighborhood, and just as the firemen reached the spot flames burst out of the building. 

Alarm was caused by a report that children were in a back room, but a prompt search by the 

firemen proved the incorrectness of the rumor, and it was subsequently found that Mr. and 

Mrs. Burgess and their four children left the premises early in the evening. Fortunately there 

was a good water pressure, and the fire was soon got under control. The back rooms, in 

which the fire started, were, however, badly burnt, and the front rooms were much charred. 

The house is owned by Mr. J. C. Fitzgerald, and was uninsured, but the contents of the 

building were insured by the tenant in the Central Fire Office for £100. 

1912 

Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924), Wednesday 28 February 1912, page 5 

AT PORT PIRIE. 

At the Port Pirie fire station there are six firemen and a foreman. All these men are out with 

the exception of the foreman. Yesterday one of the men from that town came to Adelaide to 

report that no strike breakers were in the town, and as far as the men there were concerned 

they were out to win. 

Port Pirie Recorder and North Western Mail (SA : 1898 - 1918), Saturday 10 August 1912, page 

2 

Sensational Bolt. 

FIRE REEL SMASHES INTO WINDOW. 

A sensational bolt occurred in Alexander-street on Wednesday morning. Firemen Rushton 

and Skinner were out with the fire brigade reel exercising one of the horses. The former was 

driving, and when in Alexander street the animal shied badly at an approaching motor cycle, 

and swerved right round. The driver was thrown out on to the roadway, but Fireman Skinner 
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retained his seat. When Mr. Rushton fell he carried one of the reins with him. This left Mr. 

Skinner powerless so far as controlling the horse was concerned. The horse galloped wildly 

down the western end of the street, and by this time the driver was standing near the shafts of 

the vehicle trying to get possession of the second rein, which was dragging along the ground. 

When near the Central Hotel a woman, wheeling a pram, got right in the track of the horse. It 

looked any odds that she would be knocked down, and doubtless she would have had it not 

been for the presence of mind and pluckiness of Fireman Skinner. He realised the peril of the 

woman in a moment. Only having the use of one rein he could not avoid her unless he 

steered a course for Mr. Fiddaman's saddlery shop. 

He acted promptly, and swerving the horse round, dashed right into the doorway of the shop. 

The animal forced its head through the plate-glass window, broke down a wooden partition, 

and narrowly escaped crushing Mr. Geo. Chanker, who was standing in the doorway. Neither 

the horse nor the reel were damaged to any extent. The prompt and plucky action of Fireman 

Skinner is to be highly commended. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Thursday 19 December 1912, page 9 

TAMPERING WITH A FIRE ALARM. 

During the recent hot weather the Port Adelaide Fire Brigade has on several occasions been 

called out by mischievous boys and youths who wantonly tampered with the alarms. Trouble 

has been experienced in tracing the offenders, but a salutary lesson is to be given the culprits 

against whom charges are proved in the Police Court. Three boys under 18 years of age —

George May, Frederick Stocker, and Stanley Arneson— were on Wednesday charged by 

George Frederick Cooper (district officer of the local brigade) with having on November 24, at 

the corner of Cleave street and the Port road, tampered with a fire alarm contrary to section 

57 of the Fire Brigades Act, 1904. Mr. W. A. Norman (representing Messrs. Bakewell, Stow, 

and Piper), who appeared for the informant, told the Court that in the present case he would 

not press for a heavy penalty. The boys were prosecuted to set an example to older youths, 

who had caused the brigade much trouble recently through having tampered with the alarms 

and given false calls. Arneson, who said he was 14 years of age, admitted that he had thrown 

a stone at the alarm in question, and had broken the glass. May also pleaded guilty. It was he 

who suggested giving the Fire Brigade a call. The only evidence against Stocker was that he 

was present. The S.M., after having warned him to avoid bad company, told him he could go. 

He fined each of the others 10/ and costs, in default three days' imprisonment, and intimated 

to counsel that every effort should be made to detect older culprits and bring them before the 

Court. 

1914 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Wednesday 18 March 1914, page 15 

SHIP ON FIRE. 

AT PORT PIRIE. 

Port Pirie, March 17. 

The Fire Brigade received a call to the steamer Polanhall to-night, at 9 o'clock. The vessel is 

lying at Trelevan & Brown's wharf, and the fire was first discovered on Monday, when the 

officers and crew set to work to try and extinguish it. The heat from the coal bunker, where the 

fire is burning, became so intense that Captain Warren thought it advisable to summon the 

brigade. There are two hoses at work and dense volumes of smoke are coming from the 

bunker, in which about 300 tons of Collie coal and a quantity of wood are acting as fuel. The 

Polanhall is a vessel of 2581 tons, and she arrived here, several days ago to load 

concentrates. 

Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922), Thursday 19 March 1914, page 4 
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THE POLAM HALL 

Fire Extinguished. 

Port Pirie, March 19. 

The fire in the reserve bunker of the steamer Polam Hall was extinguished at about 5 o'clock 

this morning after burning for two days and two nights. The firemen continued to pour water 

on the smouldering coal yesterday afternoon and last night. In the early part of the evening a 

south-easterly breeze which sprang up fanned the fire, and soon the volumes of smoke, 

which were issuing from the hatehway, increased in density to such an extent that on ship 

and on the wharf close by it was impossible to see for more than a few feet. 

The steam fire engine which had been working without stopping since 5 o'clock on Tuesday 

afternoon pumping water into the ship at the rate of 300 gallons per minute, did all that was 

expected of it, but it was apparent that its capacity was not large enough to cope with an 

outbreak of this nature. The matter became so serious at about 11 o'clock that Foreman 

Kellett rang up Mr. E. E. Davis, the local manager for the South Australian Tug Company, and 

requisitioned the salvage tug Euro, which is fitted with a 9 inch hose, which has a capacity of 

450 tons an hour. The Euro was brought alongside the Polam Hall, and by about 1 o'clock her 

pumping apparatus was working at its top. This proved effective, and by 4 o'clock the fire was 

quelled, though a slight outbreak a couple of hours later necessitated the application of more 

water. 

It is impossible yet to estimate the extent of loss. The sheathing round the ship's donkey 

engine and the foreward wooden bulkhead are badly damaged, and it is probable that all the 

coal will have to be removed from the bunker in which the trouble occurred. The firemen 

engaged put up a splendid performance. Foreman Kellett (in charge), and Messrs. Cornish 

and Davis were at work continuously for no less than 35 hours, and Firemen McCallum, Lee, 

and James were only away from the fire for a few hours. During that period the ship's officers 

and crew also worked strenuously in assisting to get the fire under. An enormous quantity of 

water must have been poured into the vessel. It was driven out again by means of bilge 

pumps. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Friday 20 March 1914, page 7 

POLAM HALL FIRE. 

PRACTICALLY OUT. 

PORT PIRIE, March 19. 

The fire in the bunkers of the steamer Polam Hall is now practically out. The brigade steamer 

pumped water into the re-serve bunker for 30 hours, but about 10 o'clock last night an 

easterly breeze which sprang up fanned the fire, and proved too much for the Brigade's small 

plant to cope with. The side plates of the ship were then very hot. The services of the steam-

tug Euro were then requisitioned, and with her 9-in. salvage pump she started about half-past 

1 this morning pouring water into the bunker, continuing the work until 4 o'clock. The tug 

remained along side in case of being required again, and at 6 o'clock this morning her 

salvage pump was once more needed. All that is found necessary now is to keep the ship's 

hose playing on the smouldering remains. Between 300 and 400 tons of coal will have to be 

discharged. Mr. Kellet, the officer in charge of the fire brigade, and Foreman Davis were on 

duty for about 35 hours consecutively, and they and the other members of the brigade had a 

very strenuous time. On Thursday morning the Marine Department at Port Adelaide received 

the following telegram from Mr. C. Woolnough, the harbourmaster at Port Pirie:— "Polam Hall 

fire more subdued. Brigade pump broke down. Euro, with salvage pump, alongside ready." 
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State Library of South Australia. A fire aboard a steamship at Port Pirie, South Australia [PRG 

280/1/10/126. A fire from a ship's bunker aboard a steamship at Port Pirie: view taken from 

the deck. 1914. Part of Searcy Collection 

 

A fire aboard a steamship at Port Pirie, South Australia [PRG 280/1/10/127. A fire from a 

ship's bunker aboard a steamship at Port Pirie: view taken from the deck. 1914. Part of 

Searcy Collection 

Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931), Saturday 28 March 1914, page 30 

THE FIRE ON THE POLAM HALL. 
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Port Pirie fire engine pumping water into the hold on the burning vessel. The firemen pumped 

for 30 hours at the rate of 250 gallons per minute before the outbreak was well under control. 

Photo Row. 

Port Pirie Recorder and North Western Mail (SA : 1898 - 1918), Monday 27 April 1914, page 1 

A SMALL FIRE. 

The local fire brigade received a call at 11 o'clock on Saturday night to attend a small fire at 

First-street, Is-land. The outbreak occurred in a detached wooden room at the rear of a house 

occupied by Mr. W. J. McGuire and owned by Mr. E. H. Moyle. It is believed to have started 

through a lighted candle falling on some papers. The lining of the room was burnt and the 

celling char-red, but the damage was slight. The fire had been put out by the occupants of the 

house by the time Station Officer Kellett and his men arrived, and their services were not 

required. It was discovered by Mr. Hall, the manager of Woodman's music shop, who resides 

nest door. 

Wooroora Producer (Balaklava, SA : 1909 - 1940), Thursday 17 December 1914, page 4 

A £100,000 Save at Port Pirie. 

ALERT NIGHT WATCHMAN AND FIRE BRIGADE. 

The alertness of Mr Samuel Newman, night watchman on the Baltic Whart, and the 

promptness of Mr J. C. Kellet, officer in charge of the fire brigade, and his men, limited on 

Tuesday morning to comparatively small damage the effect of a fire which, had it gone 

unchecked for a few moments longer, would have provided one of the biggest blazes ever 

seen in the north, and caused a loss which might well have exceeded £100,000. About half-

past 12 Mr Newman was on his rounds, when he found some timber alight at the rear of Mr 

W. J. Pimlott's big furniture factory, which abuts on the timber yards owned by Messrs. C. 

Geddes & Co. He at once rushed to a telephone and summoned the brigade, and within three 

minutes the firemen were on the scene. With there hatchets the men hewed a way into the 

premises through the big front gate, and laid a long line of hose through the place to the rear. 

In a few minutes they had the fire under control but a watch was kept by the firemen till 

morning. An inspection revealed how great a catastrophe had been prevented by prompt 

action. The fire apparently started among some timber in Messrs. Geddes & Co.'s sheds just 

behind Mr Pimlott's place a number of long logs being well charred. The flames then licked up 

the rear wall of Mr Pimlott's factory, a wood and iron structure, and the supporting beams 

being badly burnt. The fire penetrated too, by way of the beams to the upper story into the 

chairmaking department, where considerable damage was done. Here there is much material 

to feed the blaze, and the rapidity with which the fire was spreading is shown by the damaged 

tools on the bench of the foreman of the department. From £150 to £200 damage was done 

at Messrs. Geddes and Co.'s and Mr Pimlott's, the latter being the greatest sufferer. Messrs. 

Geddes & Co. are insured with the Commercial Union for £14,000, and Mr Pimlott in the Law 

Union and Rock for £7,000. The block in which the fire occurred includes several big 

buildings, and it would, if it had gone on have been likely to have spread to Messrs. Cave & 

Co.'s and Dalgety & Co.'s on the north, and to Messrs. Geddes & Co.'s and C. Wills & Co.'s 

on the south. On the north and south are also large stacks of Oregon belonging to the Globe 

Timber Mills Company, there being 3,000,000 super ft. in the north one, while just by, on the 

southern side are Messrs. Bell & Co's and the South Australian Farmers' Union premises, 

where there is much wheat and dunnage stored. That there would have been £100,000 of 

damage done had the fire spread is considered a conservative estimate. In addition such a 

disaster would have led to many being thrown out of work. Mr. Pimlott's successful furniture 

business alone finds employment for nearly 50 hands. The proprietors of the various places 

gratefully acknowledge the promptness of Mr. Newman and the fire brigade which prevented 

such a catastrophe as that with which their premises was threatened. 
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1915 

Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931), Saturday 2 January 1915, page 42 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

PORT PIRIE, December 23.—About 11 o'clock last night the fire brigade received a call from 

Marryat street, Solomontown. The officer in charge (Mr. J. C. Kellett) and his men made a 

smart response, but on arrival at the scene of the fire they found that the residence of Cr. W. 

P. Coffey (President of the Pirie branch of the U.L.P.) was alight from end to end. The house, 

a four-roomed one, of wood and iron, with a matchboard lining, was simply a mass of flames. 

At that hour there was a good water pressure, and the firemen were able to save the shell of 

the building, and prevent the flames from spreading to similar houses on either side only 12 or 

14 feet away. It seems that when Mr. and Mrs. Coffey returned home from a picture show the 

former took a lighted kerosine lamp into the dining room when he went to fetch a newspaper. 

The bowl of the lamp fell to the floor and broke. The oil ignited, and in a few minutes the 

whole building was ablaze. There was no time to save anything, and the contents of the 

building, including many of Mr. Coffey's trophies and 26 pound notes, all went up in the 

flames. Prior to going to the picture entertainment Mrs. Coffey had expressed the opinion that 

it would be better for her husband to put the notes (which were under the carpet in the dining 

room) in his pocket; but he thought they were safer where they were. The house, which was 

owned by Mr. A. C. Jeffrey, was insured in the Standard Company for £200, and the contents 

were insured by the occupant for £200 in the South British Company. 

Wooroora Producer (Balaklava, SA : 1909 - 1940), Thursday 4 February 1915, page 4 

Fire. 

DAVID STREET SHOPS DESTROYED. 

At about quarter past three on Friday morning the Fire Brigade received a call from the alarm 

near Pelham's premises and found the row of shops in David Street well alight. Foreman 

Kellett and his men promptly got two lines of hose on to the David Street fire plugs and had 

the flames under control in something like half an hour, but not before the three shops and 

their contents were practically destroyed. The premises, owned by Mr. W. Morrow, were 

occupied by Mr. G. B Johnson, the proprietor of a cool drink and grocery business, at the rear 

of which were living rooms, while the third shop, formerly the headquarters of the Sailors' 

Rest, was an establishment in which beds were let. The Chinese laundry on the east and a 

bedroom on the west side were untouched save for some slight damage by water. The origin 

of the conflagration is a mystery, inquiries showing that Mrs. Johnson, who was awakened by 

the noise of the flames, barely had time to arouse her son and get out, saving nothing but 

some wearing apparel. The property was insured for £175 in the Colonial Mutual office and 

the stock and furniture for £430 in the Phoenix Assurance Company. 

Bunyip (Gawler, SA : 1863 - 1954), Friday 7 May 1915, page 2 

FIRE. 

On Tuesday night Mr. A. W. Traeger's bake house was completely gutted. Mr. Traeger and 

his assistants finished their work in the bake house and retired to bed shortly after 11 p.m. At 

about 1.30 a.m. neighbors raised an alarm of fire and Mr. Traeger and family had to make a 

hurried retreat from their upstair rooms. The brigade was summoned and Foreman Horricks 

effected a good save as the fire had reached the ceilings of the dining rooms and windowsills 

of the upper storey of the premises. The bake house is attached to the rear of the shop 

premises and it was by the narrowest margin that the whole of the building was not consumed 

as it is very old. Foreman Horricks and his auxiliary are deserving of special praise for their 

promptness and good work. The premises were lightly insured, but Mr. Traeger will suffer loss 

on account of a quantity of flour and some baker's requisites being damaged. Mr. Traeger has 

made arrangements whereby his customers will not be inconvenienced by securing the use of 

another bake house for the time being. 
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Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Saturday 12 June 1915, page 10 

FIRE IN A DWELLING. 

PORT PIRIE, June 11.— The Fire Brigade received a call to-day to a four-roomed cottage in 

Fifth street, Port Pirie West, owned and occupied by Mrs. Walker, where a fire had broken out 

in one of the rooms. The prompt arrival of the brigade resulted in a speedy extinction of the 

flames. It is understood that only about £20 worth of damage was done. A quantity of furniture 

was destroyed. The building was insured with the Alliance Insurance Company for £150, and 

the contents for £100 with the Standard Company. Mrs. Walker's husband, who has 

volunteered for the front, left here on Monday. 

Port Pirie Recorder and North Western Mail (SA : 1898 - 1918), Monday 4 October 1915, page 3 

FIRE IN PORT PIRIE WEST. 

On Saturday afternoon, at 4.20 o'clock, the Fire Brigade was called to a fire in Ninth-street, 

Port Pirie West, where they found a 4-roomed wood and iron house in a blaze. As there was 

a shed close by in which from 25 to 30 cases of kerosene were stored, the Brigade took steps 

to ensure its safety which were successful. They were also able to save one room of the 

burning building. It is supposed that the fire was caused through the upsetting or igniting of a 

tin of boiling tar, which was over a fire in one of the rooms, and was intended for use on the 

fence, the premises, which were unoccupied, being in the course of repair. The premises are 

owned by the Port Pirie Starr-Bowkett Society, and no information was available as to 

insurance, the secretary (Mr. E. E. Davis) being at Crystal Brook. But for the prompt turn-out 

of the Brigade and the fact that there was a good pressure of water the damage would 

probably have been considerable. 

Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923), Monday 4 October 1915, page 2 

PORT PIRIE FIRE. 

PORT PIRIE, October 3.—The fire brigade made a prompt response yesterday to a call from 

Ninth street, Port Pirie west, to a four-roomed wood-and-iron house, owned by Mr. W. 

Symonds. The premises, which were unoccupied, were well alight, and the house was 

practically gutted. Painting operations had been in progress, and it is believed that some 

burning tar caused the blaze. In the absence of the owner, nothing is known about the 

insurance on the building. 

Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931), Saturday 6 November 1915, page 46 

EXCITING FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

PORT PIRIE, October 31.—At about 4 o'clock on Saturday morning the local fire brigade had 

a call from Solomontown road, and under Mr. J. C, Kellett (the officer-in-charge) the firemen 

quickly responded. The alarm from which the call was given was a considerable distance from 

the scene of the fire, and on arriving at the scene of the outbreak the brigade found an 

unoccupied, five-roomed weatherboard house in Government road, Humbug Town, owned by 

Mr. J. Robertson, a smelter hand, alight from end to end. The house was totally destroyed. 

The flames spread to an adjoining four-roomed wood-and-iron house, owned and occupied by 

Mr. J. Branford, blacksmith. This residence was separated from the other by an alley way 

about 3 ft. wide. The occupants had a somewhat narrow escape. Mrs. Branford was 

awakened by the crackling of flames, just in time to escape with her husband and family—all 

in their night attire. Two rooms were completely gutted. The remaining two were damaged. 

The house was insured with the Guardian Company for £150, and the contents in the same 

office for £50. Mr. Robertson's place was insured with the Guardian Company's office for 

£160. The origin of the out-break is unknown. There will be no enquiry. 

Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923), Thursday 25 November 1915, page 1 
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CASUALTIES. 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

PORT PIRIE, November 24.—About 11.30 last night the fire brigade received a call from the 

island, and on arrival found a four-roomed iron cottage in Second street well alight from end 

to end. The promptness of the brigade resulted in a good save, as far as the front portion of 

the premises were concerned, but the back part was burned out. The place, which was 

untenanted, was owned by Mrs. D. Wilson, formerly matron of the Port Pirie Hospital. It was 

last occupied by several Austrians. The cottage was insured in the Victoria Office for £150. 

How the fire occurred is not known, but it evidently started in the back portion of the building. 

Port Pirie Recorder and North Western Mail (SA : 1898 - 1918), Monday 20 December 1915, 

page 1 

FIRE BRIGADE BUSY TWO OUTBREAKS ON SATURDAY. 

DWELLING HOUSE DESTROYED AT SOLOMONTOWN. 

The members of the Fire Brigade had the unusual experience on Saturday night of being 

called to two fires in quick succession. Shortly after half-past 8 o'clock the Prince street alarm 

at Solomontown summoned the firemen to a four-roomed dwelling in Angle street, Angleton, a 

suburb north of the One-Mile Crossing. The property was owned and occupied by Mr. Walter 

Harris, employed at the Smelters, and when the brigade arrived was alight from end to end. 

The flames had such a good hold that it was impossible for the firemen to save the place, so 

they turned their attention to the adjoining dwelling on the north side, which the flames had 

already reached. This house is occupied by Mr. Frederick William Starkey, laborer, and is 

constructed of wood and iron. With an extremely poor water service available the firemen had 

the greatest difficulty in overcoming the flames at this house, but eventually they managed to 

get control after the southern side of the residence was somewhat damaged. Mr. Harris's 

house and contents were completely destroyed, including a piano. The family were all down 

the street at the time of the outbreak, and cannot account for the reason of the fire. Mr. 

Harris's house was insured in the Norwich Union office for £200 and the piano for £62 in the 

Victoria office. Mr. Starkey's dwelling was covered for £275 in the Norwich Union. 

The brigade had scarcely returned to the station when a messenger informed Foreman. J. C. 

Kellett that a house was on fire further along the street, in the vicinity of Mr. T. Bowden's 

timber mills. It was discovered that one of the bedrooms in a weather-board house tenanted 

by Mr. Lawrence Farrell, a laborer, was on fire. The fire fighters succeeded in preventing a 

spread of the flames, and eventually subdued the blaze. The room and contents were 

considerably damaged. It is not known how the fire originated. Mr. Farrell was the only 

member of the family in the house at the time, and he was lying down in another bedroom at 

the time. The house is the property of the trustees of the late Mr. Thomas Mosel, and is not 

insured, and the furniture also is not insured. The tenant estimates that about £20 worth of 

damage was done. 

It was rather fortunate that the brigade did not return any later. A strong southerly wind was 

blowing at the time, and had the flames got a good hold they might have reached Mr. 

Bowden's timber yard and threatened the whole block of buildings. 

1916 

Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931), Saturday 13 May 1916, page 39 

BUSY FIRE BRIGADE. 

PORT PIRIE, May 7.—The fire brigade, under Mr. Kellett (officer in charge), had a busy time 

last night. The brigade received a call at 9 o'clock from the works of the Broken Hill 

Associated Smelters Proprietary, Limited, and another at 10.25 o'clock from a dwelling home 

in Florence street. At the smelters the firemen found the fanhouse at the zinc plant alight. The 
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building, which was constructed of wood and iron, was considerably charred and burnt, but no 

material damage has been done to the contents—the motors which drive the fans. The 

second call was to the lodging house of Mrs. Montgomery, in Florence street. To this the one 

man left in charge of the fire station turned out with the hose cart. He was joined by another 

fireman, who was on holiday, and the two were assisted by several residents. The wood and 

iron rooms at the rear of the house with their contents were destroyed. The whole premises, 

which belong to the estate of the late Mr. Henry Prest, were insured for £440. The contents of 

the rooms were not insured. 

Port Pirie Recorder and North Western Mail (SA : 1898 - 1918), Friday 22 September 1916, page 

2 

Fire in Port Pirie West 

SMART WORK BY BRIGADE. 

Shortly after 3 o'clock on Wednesday morning the local Fire Brigade received a call from the 

alarm near Jordan's store. On proceeding to the alarm they were directed to Grieve's store, in 

Senate Road, and on arriving found the front shop well alight. A good pressure of water was 

available, and the Brigade soon had the fire under control. The damage was mostly confined 

to the shop, although all the roof supports over the shop and dwelling were burned away. The 

rooms of the dwelling attached were damaged by smoke and water. Mrs. Grieve, the occupier 

of the premises, was the first to discover the fire. The first thought was of burg-lars and then 

Mrs. Grieve saw the fire. Smart work was done by the Brigade, who answered the call and 

had the hoses on in seven minutes. The stock was insured for £300, but Mrs. Grieve states 

that this will not cover her loss. The building was also insured. 

1917 

Port Pirie Recorder and North Western Mail (SA : 1898 - 1918), Wednesday 28 November 1917, 

page 2 

Local and General. 

FIRE BRIGADE CALLS. 

During 1917, the Mayor stated in his annual report, the Port Pirie Fire Brigade received 49 

calls. Of these four were for fires in buildings, 38 were false alarms, and seven were rubbish 

and chimney fires. 

1918 

Port Pirie Recorder (SA : 1918 - 1919), Tuesday 24 December 1918, page 1 

FALSE ALARM OF FIRE. 

The value of the services rendered by members of the Port Pirie Fire Brigade is not properly 

appreciated by some people. On several occasions lately members of the brigade have been 

called out only to find that their services were not required. Some half-drunken or half-witted 

individuals have gone out of their way to play what they regard as a joke. It is a witless thing 

to do, and one which may recoil on the individuals concerned. The public may help to put a 

stop to these insane practices by notifying the police on detecting anyone making an illegal 

use of the fire alarms. A very heavy penalty is provided for the benefit of people of that kind. 

1919 

Wooroora Producer (Balaklava, SA : 1909 - 1940), Thursday 23 January 1919, page 1 

A Blaze at Port Pirie South. 

HOUSE AND CONTENTS DESTROYED 

Port Pirie Jaunary 18. 
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A fire occurred at Ericville, Port Pirie South, on Tuesday afternoon last as the result of which 

the six-roomed wood and iron house owned and occupied by Mr E. Pettman, Manager of Mr 

Chas Morgan's Men's Department, was totally destroyed as well as its contents. There was 

no one at home when the fire broke out, and some little time elapsed before the fire was 

noticed by the neighbours. When the call was received, about three o'clock, the officer in 

charge (Mr J. C. Kellett) and the members of the Fire Brigade responded smartly, but on 

arrival they found the place well alight from end to end, and the building was completely 

gutted. With the exception of a box in which a number of sovereigns had been placed—some 

of which had already begun to melt through the heat—practically everything was destroyed. 

There was a brisk breeze blowing and the neighbouring house, owned by Mr T. Chester, had 

begun to scorch, but, in spite of the poor water pressure, the firemen were able to save this 

property. 

Mr Pettman's house and furniture were insured in the Royal Insurance Company, the former 

for £250 and the latter for £200. As, however, the total value of the property is estimated at 

over £800 Mr Pettman has sustained a considerable loss, and much sympathy has been 

expressed for him on that account. Mr J. C. Genders, fire insurance adjuster visited here on 

Thursday in connection with the fire, concerning which no inquest was deemed necessary. 

Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922), Friday 24 January 1919, page 1 

PORT PIRIE FIRE. 

Under Control. 

The fire which broke out on Friday morning in one of the wheat stacks at Solomontown, Port 

Pirie, later in the day was reported to be well under control, and as far as could be seen the 

damage was not likely to be extensive. 

Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923), Friday 24 January 1919, page 1 

WHEAT STACK ON FIRE. 

40,000 Bags in Jeopardy. PORT PIRIE, January 24. 

A fire has broken out at the Solomontown wheat yards in the stack nearest to the sterilizing 

plant. Between 30,000 and 40,000 bags of grain are in jeopardy. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 25 January 1919, page 3 

Fire at the Wheat Stacks 

120,000 BAGS IN DANGER. 

HOT WIND AND LITTLE WATER. 

Fire broke out in the Port Pirie wheat-stacks about 8 o'clock yesterday morning, just as the 

shifts of men were changing. The outbreak was in the large stack adjoining the cleaning plant 

on the south side. It started on the north end of the stack. It was first observed by Mr. Wilson, 

officer in charge of the plant, and Mr Thurlow, clerk. They sent the alarm by tele-phone to the 

Pirie fire station, and the hose carriage and the usual complement of men under station officer 

Kellett, quickly got to work with a couple of lengths of hose attached to the two 3-inch mains. 

The pressure of water, as usual, was extremely weak, but the firemen, fighting against such 

odds as a hot wind, a warm sun and a little water, worked hard. They were assisted by gangs 

of men who shifted the wheat from the stack into trucks as rapidly as they could in order to 

save as much of it as was possible. Before the seat of the fire could be reached a large 

portion of the iron roof over the stack had to be removed. As it was raised a few inches above 

the bags it caused a current of air which carried the fire over the top of the stack on the west 

side nearly to the other end. The operations of the salvage workers were directed by Major A. 

Jay, manager for the Wheat Scheme in Port Pirie. 
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After about four hours' hard work the fire was brought under control about noon. In all 

probability it will smoulder for days, as was the case at Wallaroo in August last. There are 

upwards of 3,000,000 bags of wheat stacked at Solomontown and vicinity. Some of them 

have been built more closely together than seems to be consistent with safely from fire. There 

are six blocks in the stack which was ablaze yesterday, containing, it is estimated, 120,000 

bags of wheat. The stack on fire is about 150 yards north of the Solomontown railway station, 

and is built parallel with the railway line for convenience of removal. The British Cleaning 

Plant, just completed and started this week, was erected at the north end of the stack, and 

within a few feet of it. The stack was roofed over with galvanised iron, and its sides were 

covered with hessian to afford protection from the weather. 

The origin of the fire is unknown. The flames were first detected near the top of the wheat, on 

the north end. It is conjectured that it originated from a spark from a chimney, or else from the 

match of a careless smoker. Those who were early on the scene maintain that if there had 

been an abundant supply of water, the fire could have been got under without much difficulty. 

A supply of fire extinguishers came to hand only on Thursday from Adelaide, but they had not 

been filled and were useless. 

Last night very little smoke was rising from the stack, and there was reason to believe that the 

fire was thoroughly control. Major. A. Jay, the local manager of the South Australian Wheat 

Scheme, expressed appreciation of the successful work done under difficulty by the fire 

brigade, the rail-was employed, and the local water officials. Engine drivers and firemen kept 

the supply tanks well filled with water, and from these tanks lines of men passed up buckets 

of water for the use of the fire-fighters, which proved a welcome aid to the firemen with their 

hoses. 

Steam jets were played on the side of the burning stack and as a precautionary measure on 

the sides of adjacent stacks. This novel experiment helped to prevent the fire from spreading. 

The low pressure of water in the mains during the early hours of the fire was partly overcome 

later on, when the domestic supply was cut off and all available supplies were diverted to the 

fire. The British Wheat Plant had a very narrow escape. The burning wheat frequently rolled 

up against the recently erected building. Vigilance was exercised and the danger passed. 

Last night a special effort was made, under Major Jay's directions, to ascertain how far the 

fire had gone down into the body of the stack. "This morning," remarked Major Jay last night, 

"I looked anxiously down to the street running east and west, wondering if it were possible to 

save the whole length of the stack. Now, I am anxious to know how far it has gone down." 

Gangs of men were put on to shift the whole of the top layers into iron trucks, a sufficient 

number having been provided by the rail-way department. Until that is done it is not possible 

to make an estimate of the damage. This morning Major Jay will make enquiries as to the 

origin of the fire, and will report to the Wheat Board. 

It is thought that the wheat stacks are insured against fire, especially after the experience at 

Wallaroo. In the event of loss, if any, there is some difference of opinion as to the parties who 

will be called upon to make it up—the British authorities or the Wheat Pool. 

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), Saturday 25 January 1919, page 11 

HOUSE DESTROYED BY FIRE. 

The Port Pirie Fire Brigade received a call to Pirie South, where a six-roomed weatherboard 

and iron cottage owned and occupied by Mr. E. W. Pettman was well alight. There was no 

hope of saving the building, and the firemen confined their efforts to saving the house 

adjoining, owned by Mr. T. Chester. Mr. Pettman's house and contents were totally destroyed. 

The house was insured for £250 and the furniture for £200 in the Royal Insurance Company. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Monday 27 January 1919, page 6 

PORT PIRIE FIRE. 
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PORT PIRIE, January 26.— The fire at the wheatyards is quite under control, although there 

is still a staff of men on watch, as well as some members of the fire brigade, who are on duty 

ready with two lines of hose for any further outbreak which may occur. The wheat is still 

smouldering, and when it is turned over there comes a blaze, for which reason the firemen 

are being kept on the spot. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 3 February 1919, page 2 

FALSE FIRE ALARM. 

The fire brigade was called out by a false fire from Alexander street, which reached them at 

12.8 a.m. on Sunday. There is a strong suspicion as to the identity of the culprits. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 10 February 1919, page 2 

FIRE AT FORGAN'S FOUNDRY. 

Yesterday evening the fire brigade was called to an outbreak of fire at Messrs. J. and R. 

Forgan's foundry, Solomontown. Fortunately the fire failed to gain a hold and was 

extinguished shortly after the arrival of the brigade. The damage done was slight. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 17 February 1919, page 1 

FIRE AND FALSE ALARM. 

At 11.40 on Saturday night a message reached the fire station from the Island fire alarm. The 

horse carriage and crew went out, but it proved to be a false alarm. 

About 9.30 yesterday morning the brigade was called out to an incipient fire in one of the six 

iron sheds, designated cottages, that stand in a back yard of shops fronting Ellen street south, 

near the Pirie Hotel. Some articles of men's clothing, hung up in front of the fire after the rain, 

became ignited. Smoke filled the room and frightened the people, who gave the alarm. The 

fire brigade salvaged what was left of a pair of trousers, but no other damage was done. 

The premises are owned by Mrs. Brickwell, of Jetty road, Glenelg. The tenants are Maltese. 

Each of the six sheds contains two rooms. There are no bathhouses, and a tap in the yard 

seems to be common property. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Saturday 15 March 1919, page 7 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

BUSINESS PLACES AND HOUSE DESTROYED, PORT PIRIE, March 14. 

At an early hour this morning the premises belonging to The Port Pirie Market and Auction 

Company, at the corner of Alexander and Florence streets, were entirely destroyed by fire. 

The building was owned by a company, of which the Hon. W. Morrow, M.L.C., is the 

Chairman ; but it was leased by Mr. H. Smerdon (proprietor of the Coo-ee Pictures). The 

structure, a two-story one, included the picture palace, two shops occupied by Mr. H. B. 

Walkington confectioner, fruiterer, and cool-drink vendor; two shops occupied by Messrs. 

Macrow & Sons; and a billiard saloon with six tables. The saloon, which was on the second 

floor, was rented by Mr. H. Porter, of Moonta, and was carried on under the direction of 

Messrs. Lewis and Allan Williams. The roof of an adjacent brick house, owned by Mrs. W. 

Wood and occupied by Mr. Mueller, caught fire and fell in, the place being gutted.  

The damage will amount to several thousands of pounds. The house destroyed was occupied 

by Mr. and Mrs. Muller and their children, one of which is an infant three weeks old. They got 

out just in time; but most of their belongings were burned. The Auction Company's buildings 

were insured in the New Zealand office for £1,700; Mr. H. Smerdon's picture theatre plant 

was insured for £1,400 in the Atlas Company; and the proprietor of the billiard saloon, where 

five tables were recently installed, was covered in the West Australian Company for £700. An 
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inquest will probably be held. It is stated that in the debris of the fire is a quantity of jewellery 

belonging to Messrs. Macrow & Sons. Among the heaps of twisted iron on the block are 

several safes. The firemen effected a good save of surrounding property. 

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), Saturday 22 March 1919, page 11 

BIG FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

PICTURE PALACE AND SHOPS DESTROYED. 

A big blaze occurred at Port Pirie shortly after 3 a.m. on March 14, the Cooee Picture Palace, 

four shops, and a billiard saloon in the block of buildings at the corner of Alexander and 

Florence streets being totally destroyed. The building is owned by the Port Pirie Market & 

Auction Company, of which the Hon. W. Morrow is the chairman. Eight months ago the 

premises were leased to Mr. H. Smerdon, proprietor of the Cooee Pictures, who effected 

improvements. In addition to the picture hall there were shops occupied by Mr. H. B. 

Walkington, confectioner, and Messrs. Macrow & Sons, furnishers, and upstairs a billiard 

saloon, with five tables, rented by Mr. H. Porter, of Moonta. The fire apparently broke out in 

the up-stairs portion of the premises. The brigade got the alarm about 3.15, but although the 

firemen, under Mr. J. C. Kellett, made a prompt response they found that the whole block was 

alight, from end to end, and their efforts were concentrated on saving the adjacent properties. 

The flames, however, had already spread to the roof of a stone and brick villa on the northern 

side, owned by Mrs. W. Wood, of Adelaide, and occupied by Mr. K. Muller. The roof 

eventually fell in, and Mr. and Mrs. Muller, with their family, including a three weeks old baby, 

had a narrow escape. Most of the contents of their house were destroyed. The block of 

buildings belonging to the Market Auction Company, mostly constructed of wood and iron, the 

divisional and rear walls only being of brick, took but a short while to burn out. The blaze 

whilst it lasted was a big one, and as the roof collapsed the flames soared high in the air and 

made a remarkable spectacle. The flames were prevented by the good work of the firemen 

from spreading to the westward, where across a narrow lane the first building was a jeweller's 

shop. The wind was from the south, but for which fact the fire might have spread to Messrs. 

Symonds' Bros.' store, across the street. As it was, the windows of their building on the 

Alexander-street front were cracked and the paint on the woodwork of the Central Hotel, 

opposite, was blistered. The building was insured by the Market and Auction Company in the 

New Zealand office for £1,700. Mr. H Smerdon's picture theatre, plant, and furnishings were 

insured in the Atlas Company for £1,400, and the contents of the billiard saloon, which 

included five billiard tables, were covered by a policy in the West Australian office for £700. 

Mr. Walkington is away, and the insurances on his and Messrs. Macrow's stock are not 

known. It is under-stood that the Market and Auction Company's block of buildings and land 

were valued at £4,000. The fact that Mr. Smerdon was showing his pictures in the open air 

last night was responsible for the saving of about £1,000 worth of films. Amongst the debris is 

said to be a quantity of jewellery which was included in the stock of Messrs. Macrow. 

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), Saturday 22 March 1919, page 24 

BIG FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 
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DESTRUCTION OF SEVEN PREMISES.  

Scene of the conflagration on March 14, when a picture theatre, five shops, and a private 

house were destroyed. An account of the fire appears on page 11. Holden, photo. 

Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931), Saturday 29 March 1919, page 12 

A PORT PIRIE FIRE. 

PORT PIRIE. March 19. 

At the Port Pirie Courthouse yesterday, Mr. D. C. Scott, S.M., conducted an inquest on the big 

fire which occurred on Friday morning last, as the result of which were destroyed the Coo-ee 

Picture Theatre, two shops occupied by Mr. H. B. Walkington (confectioner), a shop and a 

storeroom occupied by Messrs. Macrow and Sons (furnishers and jewellers), a billiard saloon 

upstairs rented by Mr. H. Porter, of Moonta, and a dwelling house occupied by Mr. Muller and 

owned by the late W. Wood's estate. With the exception of the lastnamed premises all the 

buildings were included in the block at the corner of Alexander and Florence streets, owned 

by the Port Pirie Market and Auction Company. The damage is estimated at nearly £8,000. 

Inspector Rolland watched the enquiry for the police, and Mr. R. M. Steele, of Adelaide, 

appeared for the following insurance companies:— The Atlas, Royal, Law, Union and Rock, 

Scottish Union, Phoenix, and the South Australian Repatriation Fund. 

Henry Smerdon said he was the leaseholder of the buildings owned by the Port Pirie Market 

and Auction Company, known as the Austral Buildings. He did not conduct a picture show in 

the building on the night of the 18th inst. He was there that night to attend a meeting of 

master painters held in the lobby on the ground floor. He left at 10.30, before the meeting 

concluded, and did not enter the building afterwards. At 11 o'clock he looked in and saw that 

the lights were out. Mr. Walkington usually locked the doors. At about 4.30 the next morning 

Mr. Beasley came to his house and told him the buildings were burnt down. The alterations he 

had made and the furniture were insured in the Atlas Company for £1,470. He had no other 

insurance. He had a picture show equipment on the premises. There were no combustible 

materials or chemicals there that he knew of. He could not say how the fire originated. There 

was cocoanut matting in the lobby and in the alley-way to the hall. On the bottom floor Mr. 
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Walkington had two shops, and Messrs. Macrow and Sons two, while upstairs was a billiard 

saloon leased by Mr. H. Porter. 

Ronald Webber, secretary of the Port Pirie Market and Auction Company, said the latter were 

the owners of the Austral Buildings. They were insured in the New Zealand Insurance 

Company for £1,700. The value of the land and buildings alone was £4,000. 

William James Omond, residing in the street at the rear of the buildings, said on the morning 

of the 14th inst. he heard a noise which he thought to be some one hammering. Through his 

window he saw a light, and knew then the noise was caused by a fire in the Austral Building. 

This was about 2.45 a.m. The fire was at the top part of the building, which was used as a 

billiard saloon. The flames were coming out of the windows. He saw no fire in the picture 

theatre portion until after giving the alarm. Had the fire started on the ground floor he would 

not have been able to see it because it would have been hidden by a brick wall. 

Elisabeth Muller, who resided in the house next to the picture theatre, said she was 

awakened by loud knocking at the front door. She saw flames from the theatre spreading to 

the front of her house. She, her husband, and her children got out the back way. The front 

way was blocked by flames and smoke. The house, furniture, and their clothing were 

destroyed. There was no time to get anything out. The roof col-lapsed as they passed out. 

The furniture and effects were insured. 

John Charles Kellett, officer in charge of the fire brigade, described the conflagration. It took 

about 40 minutes to check the fire and pre-vent spreading. When the brigade arrived the 

buildings were alight from end to end. The place was at all times dangerous from a fire point 

of view, and was a menace to the surrounding buildings. 

Margaret Eliza Walkington, Herbert Spencer Vick (manager for Messrs. Macrow & Sons), and 

Gaywood Gilbert Lewis (manager of the billiard saloon known as the "Palace" Billiard Rooms, 

on the upper floor of the Austral Buildings), also gave evidence. The lastnarned witness 

stated that he had 20 or 30 customers during the evening. Four went out as he locked up. He 

could not say whether any one was smoking or not then. There had been smoking there that 

night. He smoked cigarettes or cigars. Had there been live cigar or cigarette ends about he 

would have noticed them. There was no inflammable material there. The first intimation he 

had of the fire was at 8.45 the next morning. He could not account for the fire bursting out of 

the billiard room. No one could get in unless by climbing a verandah post. The billiard room 

was fairly well patronised. Up to the present the venture had not proved a success. He 

thought it would have paid better in the winter time. By Mr. Steele—No heating apparatus or 

gas was on the premises. He believed Mr. Porter was the hirer of the tables from Messrs. 

Allcock & Co. 

The Coroner said he hoped that when the premises were being reconstructed they would not 

be built of inflammable material again. Had the people renting the places lived there, no doubt 

they would have been burnt. So sudden was the outbreak and so little time was given Mrs. 

Muller and family to escape that they only got out just in time to save their lives. Such 

buildings were positively dangerous and a menace to the safety of surrounding buildings. 

There was no doubt in his mind where the fire originated. Mr. Smerdon had shown that there 

were two windows in the western end of the building, and had the fire been burning there Mr. 

Omond would have seen it. There, however, was no positive proof where the fire originated. 

He found that the Austral Buildings and the house adjoining were destroyed by fire in the 

early morning of March 14, but that there was not sufficient evidence to show how the fire 

originated. "That verdict." remarked the Coroner, addressing Inspector Rolland, "leaves the 

matter open." 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 18 April 1919, page 1 

A SMALL FIRE. 
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Shortly before 3 o'clock yesterday morning the fire brigade was summoned to a fire in a 

house in George street, Pirie North. The fire did very little damage. The house, which was one 

of a row of five, was built of weather-board, and the cause of the fire is unknown. The house 

was occupied by Mr Phillip Magalis, who is at present not in the town, and was owned by Mr 

C. T. Benson. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 16 June 1919, page 3 

A SMALL FIRE. 

Shortly after 5 o'clock on Saturday the fire brigade was summoned to a fire at the rear of 

Messrs Goode Bros.' premises. It was found that a store was on fire. The brigade had no 

difficulty in extinguishing the flames, and the damage was slight. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 5 August 1919, page 1 

FALSE ALARM TO FIRE BRIGADE. 

About 4.45 yesterday afternoon the fire brigade was called to Smerdonville. On arrival it was 

discovered that a false alarm had been given. School children are suspected by the brigade 

officials of being the culprits. It may interest persons who indulge in the malicious trick of 

giving a false alarm of fire to know that a heavy penalty awaits them if detected. 

J. C. Kellet resigned from the Fire Service 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 8 August 1919, page 2 

FIRE BRIGADE APPOINTMENT. 

At to-day's meeting of the South Australian Fire Brigades Board, in Adelaide, it is stated, an 

appointment will be made of an officer to take charge of the Port Pirie fire station to replace 

Mr. J. C. Kellett. The latter resigned, and will leave shortly for America. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 27 August 1919, page 1 

FALSE ALARMS OF FIRE. 

Last night the Fire Brigade received a call from the Hancock's corner alarm about 11 o'clock. 

The men turned out promptly and were relieved, although, indignant, to discover that a 

malicious false alarm had been given. There was an alarm of a similar nature on Monday 

night. 

Barrier Miner (Broken Hill, NSW : 1888 - 1954), Tuesday 28 October 1919, page 2 

GIRL'S ESCAPE FROM FIRE 

BOARDING HOUSE ABLAZE 

About midnight on Saturday a fire started at the rear of a large building leased by Mrs. Sheriff 

in Norman-street, two doors west from the A.M.P. buildings. A girl had a narrow escape from 

death. Two rooms were gutted, and others were damaged (says ''The Port Pirie "Recorder,"). 

When the fire brigade arrived the passage way at the rear of the building was a sheet of 

flame, and it was not possible to gain an entrance. Danger lay in the fact that the fire was 

burning along the roof. The firemen directed their attention to saving the eastern side of the 

building, and the large frontage to Norman-street, in which effort they were successful. 

The firemen were startled later with the information that a girl, the daughter of the tenant (Mrs. 

Sheriff), was asleep in a bedroom off the large dining room. It was impossible to reach the 

door, owing to smoke and flames, though an attempt was made. A large double window 

opened from the bedroom to a lane, It was broken open by the firemen, and Miss Sheriff, 

semi-conscious, was removed to a place of safety. 
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The house was insured in the Victorian Insurance Company for the sum of £1075. The 

furniture was insured by its owner (Mrs. Sheriff) with the same company for £770. 

Station Officer E. W. Cook in charge 

27th October 1919 – Large fire at the Adelaide Milling Company. 

 

Maywald Memories - Adelaide Milling Company Fire 27 Oct 1919 

Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923), Tuesday 28 October 1919, page 1 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE 

WHEAT MILL GUTTED. PORT PIRIE, October 27. 

The burning down of the Adelaide Milling Company's mill and office this afternoon provided 

one of the biggest blazes that have been witnessed at Port Pirie. It is impossible yet to 

estimate the damage, and nothing is known locally about the amount of the insurance. About 

five months ago £1,000 worth of new machinery was installed, and this was just being got into 

working order. There will be a loss of several thousands of pounds, and unemployment for 

from 25 to 28 hands engaged at the mill, which recently has been constantly working. 

Adjoining the mill proper—a three-story wood-and-iron building—is an immense storage shed, 

also constructed of wood and iron. At the rear are the engine and boiler houses. Fortunately 

brick walls separate the latter and the storage shed from the mill. The fire brigade (led by the 

officer in charge, Mr. Cook) saved them, but the roof of the engine house was destroyed. In 

the shed were stocks of bran and pollard, and 1,300 tons of flour belonging to the Wheat 

Harvest Board. The local manager of the Wheat Scheme (Major Jay) says little of this has 

been damaged. The mill and office is a ruin. The fire originated in the ground floor, and was 

due, it is believed, to machinery having run hot. The manager (Mr. S. J. Jones) on coming out 

of the storage shed about 2.30 p.m. noticed flames in the mill, and found an employe 

attempting to extinguish them with fire buckets. He called up the brigade and secured the 

books and valuables from the safe. Shortly afterwards the buildings were enveloped in 

flames. Soon after the fire started, it was found that the escape of an employe in the top story 

was cut off. A tarpaulin was held open and the man, Mr. S. Sennett was invited to jump into it. 

His vision was obscured by the smoke and he replied that he could not see. Eventually he 

went to the side of the building, and from a window jumped on to a verandah, whence he fell, 

bruised and shaken, and with a strained back. Later he was able to get about again. A rake of 
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railway trucks loaded with wheat was in the road opposite the mall, and before these could be 

moved some of the covering sheets caught fire. Right across on the wharf men had to be put 

on to the roofs of Messrs. Treleaven & Brown's sheds to keep them from catching fire. Even 

in the ore heaps on the other side of the wide streets little fires were constantly breaking out 

among bags which had been thrown there. At 3.15 p.m. the front part of the roof fell in, and 

the blaze mounted skyward with a great roar. It was realized that there was no hope of saving 

the milling department. It was also considered that the chance of saving the storage sheds 

was very remote, but the firemen made a gallant attempt to do this and eventually their efforts 

were crowned with complete success. A good force of water was available, and in spite of the 

smoke and flames, the firefighters concentrated their efforts on the work of saving the storage 

shed and its valuable contents. The officer in charge and other members of the brigade 

courted peril by climbing up on the high roof of this part of the building, and speedily a good 

stream of water was pouring on to the portion which had caught fire. Other firemen went 

inside the building with lines of hose, and their work was done at much personal risk. The 

storage shed, however, was saved, and it is understood that the flour and other contents has 

suffered little damage. But for the brick walls separating the milling department from the 

storage sheds, nothing could have saved the latter and the building adjacent. There was 

5,000 or 6,000 bushels of wheat in the mill hoppers. It was a coincidence that just as the fire 

at the Adelaide Milling Company's premises broke out, an inquest was to have been held on a 

fire which occurred in Norman street early on Sunday morning at the back of the two stone 

shops owned by Mrs. C. B. H. Smith, and leased to Mrs. Sherriff. Portion of the premises are 

sublet to Mr. R. Shields. The back rooms are of wood. The brigade made a prompt response 

to this fire, and subdued the flames in about 20 minutes. The property and the contents were 

insured in the Victoria Office. The enquiry has been adjourned until tomorrow. Mr. Cook 

recently succeeded Mr. Kellett officer in charge of the local fire brigade; and on the fine saves 

effected in yesterday's and to-day's outbreaks, the first to occur since he took charge, he and 

his men have been deservedly congratulated. The Adelaide Milling Company's mill here was 

totally destroyed in 1876. 

 

Maywald Memories - Adelaide Milling Company Fire 27 Oct 1919 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 29 October 1919, page 3 

NORMAN STREET FIRE LOCATION OF ORIGIN FIXED. CORONER RETURNS OPEN 

VERDICT. 
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Yesterday an enquiry was held by by the coroner, Mr. D. C. Scott, S.M., into an outbreak of 

fire on boardinghouse premises in Norman street, leased by Mrs. Sheriff at midnight on 

Saturday. Sergeant. Bond conducted the proceedings on a brief prepared by Constable V. V. 

Kennedy. Lieut. Colonel Pearce represented the Victoria Insurance Co., Ltd., agent. 

Ownership of Property. 

Mrs. Christina V. H. Smith, The Terrace, Port Pirie, stated that she owned the premises in 

Norman street. They were insured for £1075. She did not live in the house. She first heard of 

the fire on Sunday. 

Scene on Firemen's Arrival. 

Ernest W. Cook, station officer at the Port Pirie fire brigade station, stated that the call to the 

fire was received at 11.53 on Saturday night. He found the rear portion of the boarding house 

well alight. He was informed by the two young men that there was a young woman in the 

house. They got her out safely. The fire, in his opinion, originated somewhere near the back 

door. The main portion of the fire was in the back lobby off the passage. There was practically 

no damage in the kitchen. To the Coroner: The whole of the rear portion of the building was of 

wood. The fire was under control in less than 20 minutes. The verandah, lobby, and a small 

room were gutted. The dining room and another room were damaged. The water pressure 

was 60 to 64 lb. 

Statement by Lodgers. 

Thomas Murray, laborer, stated that he had been a lodger at Mrs. Sheriff's boarding house. 

He went to bed at 9 o'clock on Saturday night, and his room-mate, went to bed be-tween 9 

and 10 o'clock. They were awakened by the fire about midnight. The fire seemed to be 

centred in the lobby at the back, between a door, and a window of a bedroom. That bedroom 

was occupied by a young man named Shaw. He had no idea how the fire had started. He saw 

nothing inflammable on the verandah during the day. 

John Rooney, a lodger at Mrs. Sheriff's boarding house, stated that he went into the kitchen 

before going to his room at 11.30 that night. There was no sign of fire, and he saw noone. 

Witness was a smoker, but he had not been smoking at the time he left the premises. 

William J. Mitchell, another boarder, stated that he was about the place from 7 till 11 p.m. on 

Saturday. About 11 o'clock, with Shaw, a fellow-boarder, witness went to the coffee stall in 

Alexander street, for supper. On their return about midnight they saw smoke issuing from the 

boarding house. 

Young Woman's Escape. 

Miss Margaret P. Sheriff, daughter of Mrs. J. Sheriff, boardinghouse keeper, stated that her 

mother and brother came in from Baroota on Friday, and left again early on Saturday 

morning. There were six lodgers at the time of the fire. There had been as many as 45. The 

average number was 20 to thirty. Witness stated that she went to bed at a quarter to 11 on 

Saturday night. She was in the kitchen and cut lunch, but was not at the back. There were 

some coals in the kitchen fire that night. She made up the fire to make some tea. She knew 

nothing of the fire until she was wakened and was taken out through a window. There was 

paper in a safe on the verandah. 

Boarder Loses All. 

Hurtle R. Shaw, another boarder, stated that he helped to rescue Miss Sheriff. He lost all 

except all except the clothes he wore. Witness stated that he was a non-smoker. 

Lessee's Statement. 
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Mrs. Jane Sheriff stated that in her opinion the fire was the result of bedroom curtains taking 

fire. 

Coroner's Finding. 

The Coroner stated that he could find only that the fire originated in the back verandah 

between the passage door and the bedroom window. There was nothing to show how it 

originated. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 30 October 1919, page 1 

MILL FIRE 

NO INQUIRY TO BE HELD. 

Directors of the Adelaide Milling Company visited Port Pirie yesterday and examined the ruins 

caused by the fire at the mill. The insurance authorities have gone into the matter of the fire. 

They have decided that so far as they can see there are no suspicious circumstances. No 

inquest will be held. 

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), Saturday 1 November 1919, page 30 

THE PORT PIRIE FIRE. 
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TWO VIEWS OF THE CONFLAGRATION. One of the largest fires in the history of Port Pirie 

occurred on Monday, when the premises of the Adelaide Milling Company were destroyed. 

The top picture was taken just after the roof collapsed. The lower one shows the office in 

flames. Panton, photos. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 24 November 1919, page 1 

PIRIES FIRE APPLIANCES 

BOARD PROMISES A MOTOR ENGINE. 

SATISFACTORY TURNOUT OF BRIGADE. 

HALF-YEARLY INSPECTION. 

Members of the Fire Brigades Board reached Port Pirie from Adelaide by the afternoon train 

on Saturday. They made their presence known to the fire station by breaking the glass of the 

Alexander street alarm, and giving a call out. 

The visitors are making the half-yearly inspection of the Port Pirie station and appliances. Mr. 

E. Frinsdorf (chairman of the board) stated last night that the board had arrived three weeks 

or a month in advance of its time for making the half-yearly inspection. The staff at the fire 

station was not aware of the visit. "We sent an alarm from Alexander street to the fire station," 

stated the chairman, "and the turnout of the firemen was satisfactory. 

"The board has decided to replace the horse appliances at Port Pirie with an M.A.B. motor, 

similar to those in use at the head station. The result will be that in effect the staff here will be 

strengthened by one man The driver of the steam engine has to stand by the horses all the 

time, and is not available for service at fires. The driver of a motor becomes free for duty, as a 

fireman when the scene of the fire is reached. 

Members of the board will test the fire pump at the station this morning to see that it is 

working satisfactorily. They will leave for Port Augusta by the steamer Quorna which is to sail 

this morning. 

BRIGADE RECEIVES ALARM. 

MET BY FIRE BOARD. 

About 4.45 on Saturday afternoon an alarm reached the fire station from Alexander street, 

opposite the Central Hotel. The available strength of the brigade turned out promptly. The 

firemen were surprised when they were confronted By Deputy-Chief Officer Cooper, and 

Messrs Frinsdorf (chairman), Thompson, and Jeff, of the South Australian Fire Brigades 

Board, and found that it was only a testing call. 

RUBBISH HEAP ON FIRE. 

At twelve minutes past 5, o'clock yesterday afternoon an alarm was received from Alexander 

street at the fire station. A volume of smoke in the direction of Messrs T. Bowden and Son's 

timber mills aroused fears that a big fire was commencing. On reaching the locality the 

firemen found that a heap of rubbish was burning at the rear of Mr. A. H. White's business 

premises fronting Alexander street. 

The volume of smoke attracted many persons to the spot. Mr. A. A. Pearce saw the smoke 

from his office. Having ascertained the cause he telephoned to the fire brigade, asking it to 

stand by in case it was needed. Someone broke the glass of the Alexander street alarm, and 

brought the firemen to the spot. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 25 November 1919, page 2 

INCIPIENT FIRE. 
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A call was received at the fire station at 2 p.m. yesterday by telephone from the southern 

extension of The Terrace. The brigade located the danger at Harry Solomon's. It was 

ascertained that the headlight wires of a motor car had fused. The brigade was called to 

prevent a serious outbreak. The damage done was small. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 26 November 1919, page 2 

FIRE IN FEDERATION ROAD. 

At 8 o'clock yesterday morning the Fire Brigade was called to Federation road, Pirie West. 

The firemen were not needed for only a small blaze had been discovered and it had been 

extinguished before the brigade reached the place. At 7.40. a.m., Mrs. Judd, wife of 

Constable Judd, had placed a fire under the copper on the back verandah. While at breakfast 

a crackling sound was heard. Constable Judd investigated, and found that the back verandah 

was alight. Water was thrown on the flames with a bucket and word was sent to the fire 

station. The back verandah is lined with wood and has ruberoid outside. It contained a bag of 

waste paper and some clothes. The damage done is estimated at £10. The building is 

insured. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 4 December 1919, page 1 

PIRIE FIRE BRIGADE CALLS. 

The number of calls received at the Pirie fire brigade station during the past 12 months is as 

follows: Serious nature 5, slight damage 15, rubbish fires 4, malicious false alarms 21, 

chimney fire 1. 

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), Saturday 13 December 1919, page 62 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

LOSS OF £1,000. A PROMPT BRIGADE. 

An alarm of fire in Alexander-street, Port Pirie, was raised on December 8 towards midnight 

by Constables Hubter and Kennedy and Mr. Capursa. The back portion of the Central Hotel 

was thought to be on fire, but when Mr. C. A., Degenhardt, the proprietor, was called, it was 

found that a two-storey wood and galvanised iron building at the rear across the hotel yard 

was well alight. A hose was procured, and Mr. John Kemp kept the flames in check. 

Meanwhile the fire brigade arrived, and the firemen were smartly on the scene. There was a 

good supply of water, and, thanks to well directed efforts, the fire was soon under control. The 

building was very much damaged. The place was formerly used as stables, but has been 

turned into a motor garage and a bottle-packing department. There were no motors there last 

night. The upstairs storeroom contained the plate-glass and other fittings of a temporary bar, 

formerly situated next to the hotel, with stretchers and general furniture. All these have been 

destroyed. The building like the hotel, is the property of the Kneese Estate. The damage to 

the contents is estimated at £200, while the damage to the building is estimated at £750. Mr. 

Degenhardt succeeded Messrs. Flannagan (who were the proprietors of the hotel) a few 

weeks ago. Particulars of the insurance are not available, but it is understood the risk was 

covered by the Alliance Insurance Company. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 31 December 1919, page 2 

FALSE ALARM OF FIRE. 

A line fault, or crossed telephone wires caused a false alarm to be conveyed to the fire station 

at 4.55 p.m. yesterday. The alarm, was received from the neighborhood of the old flour mill in 

Ellen street-north. The firemen turned out smartly with the two-horse reel, only to find that 

their services were not required. 
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1920 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 11 February 1920, page 1 

FIRE AT MIDNIGHT. 

OCCUPANTS ESCAPE FROM BURNING HOUSE. 

At. 2.56 a.m. yesterday a two-roomed house in Heath street, Solomontown, was burnt to the 

ground. It was occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Hill and child, and Mr. Hill's brother (a single man). 

All the inmates escaped from the house. The house and contents which were insured, were 

destroyed by the flames. The fire brigade, on its arrival, found a good pressure of water, but it 

was too late to extinguish the fire. 

If the long-promised motor reel had been available for service the firemen would have 

reached the scene earlier than they were able to do with the horsed vehicle. It is stated that 

the motor reel will be ready to be sent to Port Pirie shortly. 

Motor Reel arrives for the Port Pirie Brigade 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 20 February 1920, page 2 

MOTOR FIRE REEL. 

At noon yesterday the motor reel, promised months ago, to improve the equipment of the 

Pirie Fire station, arrived at the town. Mr Cook (officer in charge of the station) brought the 

reel from Adelaide. It was installed at the fire station, and will be given a run at the first 

opportunity. The Fire Brigades Board has not decided what shall be done with the pair of 

horses which pulled the old reel. They may be retained for the other appliances in Pirie. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 25 February 1920, page 2 

MOTOR FIRE REEL'S FIRST TRIP. 

The motor reel added to the appliances at the fire station last week had its baptism yesterday, 

though not of fire. At 9.19 a.m. a line fault occurred at Crispinville, and gave an alarm at the 

fire station. The men turned out briskly and were conveyed to the scene of the supposed fire, 

where to their disgust, they ascertained that they were not needed. The motor, as a means of 

expeditious conveyance, acted splendidly. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 28 February 1920, page 3 

TWO FIRES YESTERDAY 

CHILD WITH MATCHES CAUSES ONE. 

JANETZKES MILL SCENE OF THE OTHER. 

Within a fortnight of its arrival at Port Pirie the motor fire reel has been called out five times. 

One call was due to a line fault. A second was also a false alarm. The third was to a wagon 

load of timber on the Port Germein road, and two calls were given yesterday. 

At 11.55 yesterday morning, members of the brigade were called to Fourth street, Pirie West, 

to a wood and iron tenemant, occupied by Mr J. Herd, and owned by Mr G. Keane. A child, 

playing with matches, is said to have caused the trouble. Striking a match, it set alight to the 

lining of the bedroom, whence the flames quickly reached the ceiling. The brigade soon 

extinguished the fire, and the only damage done was to a window frame and a small part of 

the wall. The house was insured. 

At 1.13 p.m. a call was received from Janetzki's mill. Before the brigade arrived fire 

extinguishers on the premises were utilised, and all danger was averted with them. The fire, it 

is stated, originated at an oil engine. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 2 March 1920, page 1 
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FIRE AT HARRISTOWN 

HOUSE AND CONTENTS DESTROYED. 

At 9.12 last night a call reached the fire station from the Globe Hotel at Solomontown. The 

brigade turned out and discovered a fire in a four roomed house in Weston street, Harristown. 

The building and contents were destroyed. The owner and occupier of the place was Mr. 

Charles Hillier, a married man with a family. No one was in the house at the time of the 

outbreak. The building was insured in the Royal Exchange Company for £200, and the 

contents for £50. The adjoining house was saved by the exertions of the brigade. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 2 March 1920, page 3 

MYSTERIOUS FIRE 

NO. 6 WHEAT MILL DAMAGED. 

DEFECTIVE WHISTLE SOUNDS ALARM. 

On Saturday night the British wheat cleaning mill No. 6 was the scene of one of many 

mysterious out-breaks of fire in the Solomontown wheat yard. The fire apparently started 

between the steriliser and the front platform of the mill. 

A message was sent by phone to the fire station and members of the brigade (under Station 

Officer Cook) motored promptly to the scene of the fire. After the flames were extinguished it 

was estimated that the amount of damage was only £70. 

Statements made subsequently by some employes of the Wheat Harvest Board show that the 

fire started mysteriously. The blaze was notices first by Mr. Harry Farnell (night watchman). 

The attention of Mr. Farnell was drawn to No. 6 mill by the whistle blowing owing to some 

defect, and he informed Mr. Farrell. The two men entered the mill and the interior was found 

to be in flames. 

The watchman, who was on duty from 4 p.m. till midnight on Saturday, stated that in the 

course of his duties he examined the mill several times before he noticed anything wrong. He 

had not seen any person in or about No. 6 mill during those visits. Not more than ten minutes 

elapsed from the time the whistle began to blow before a fire was discovered. He saw neither 

smoke nor fire when he went over to C mill to inform Mr. Farrell that the whistle in No. 6 had 

been sounded. 

Mr. R. S. Hillman has stated that he was sheeting wheat trucks in front of No. 6 mill when the 

whistle started to blow. He had been doing similar work for half an hour prior to the fire, and 

had noticed no person in or near the mill premises. 

Mr. Sidney Farrell (shift boss) stated that when informed that the whistle at No. 6 mill was 

blowing, he went to the premises and discovered a fire between the steriliser and the 

platform. He saw no traces of the origin of the fire. 

Mr. Edward Murdy (manager of the British wheat cleaning plants) said that when informed of 

the fire he went to No. 6 plant. On examination he found that the belting, steriliser, elevators, 

and conveyors had been damaged by fire. Six hours had elapsed from the time the men left 

work till the fire occurred. No fire had been left in the engine which was some distance from 

the steriliser. 

Mr. S. J. Gallagher, engine driver, stated that he left the mill at 4.30 p.m. on Saturday. The fire 

was drawn from the boiler and was extinguished with a hose before he left. 

Mr. A. A. Pearce, to whom particulars of the police inquiry were sent, expressed an opinion, 

that an inquest was not necessary. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 6 March 1920, page 1 
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WATER CART AS FIRE EXTINGUISHER. 

Yesterday afternoon smoke was observed issuing from the culvert in Ellen street, in front of 

the International Hotel. The municipal water cart was turning into David street at the time, and 

its services were requisitioned. The tail of the cart was turned to the culvert, water was turned 

on, and the fire was speedily put out. It is the first time in the history of the corporation 

probably that a water cart has done duty for the fire brigade. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 11 March 1920, page 1 

FIRE DESTROYS PIMLOTT'S FACTORY 

TWO SMALLER BUILDINGS ALSO BURNED. 

SKILL AND COURAGE OF FIREMEN SAVE GEDDES & GO'S 

DAMAGE TO VARIOUS PROPERTIES ESTIMATED AT £15,000, . 

Yesterday afternoon at 5 o'clock the furniture-making emporium of Pimlott, Ltd., on the Barrier 

wharf frontage, Ellen street, was a scene of bustling industry. An hour and a half later it was 

blazing away, soon to be a heap of twisted and smoking ruins. A lady living in Pirie South 

noticed smoke in the town on Monday night and thought it was a fire at Pimlott's. Last night 

she saw much more smoke about the same place and that time it was no illusion. 

The fire started at 6.30 last night, and before it was extinguished damage was done to the 

extent of about £15,000. flames were observed issuing from Pimlott, Limited's furniture 

factory and a few minutes later the whole of the building was enveloped in fire. The contents 

of the building were highly inflammable, consisting as they did of partly made furniture and 

joinery, and seasoned timber of various descriptions. The produce store occupied by Messrs 

W. R. Cave and Co., and the offices of Dalgety and Co., Ltd., on the north side, were attacked 

next and were completely destroyed. A great fight was put up by the firemen, with the aid of 

many volunteers, to save Messrs. Geddes and Co.'s timber depot, and they were successful. 

Several thousands of people assembled in Ellen and Mary Ellie streets to watch the progress 

of the fire. The heat thrown, out by the flames was intense, and the public found it impossible 

to approach the burning building closely. The fire-fighters were not disconcerted by the heat, 

but stuck closely to their work until complete safety had been secured, which was only after 

hours of fierce struggle. 

The flames rose to a considerable height and they were surmounted by the dense smoke 

which rolled and twisted away towards the gulf. During the day a fairly strong breeze had 

blown from the north, but it subsided towards evening, and there was almost a dead calm 

while the fire was at its destructable work. Had it not been for that calm probably the whole 

frontage and the timber on the Baltic wharf would have been destroyed. 

The cause of the fire is not known. It is supposed to have started on the northern side of 

Pimlott's from the fact that the flames had a stronghold of the building when first discovered, 

and were speedily in possession of adjacent buildings to the north. 

PIMLOTT, LIMITED. 

The greatest sufferers by the fire are Pimlott, Limited. The firm had an up-to-date and 

extensive plant for the making of furniture and joinery. They had in stock a considerable 

quantity of partly-made furniture and joinery, besides well-seasoned timber consisting of oak, 

blackwood, white pine, oregon, jarrah, and a big lot of three-ply wood which is used in the 

trade. 

The firm had undertaken contracts the non-fulfilment of which may cause a heavy loss. When 

asked last night what would be the firm's loss, the managing director estimated it roughly at 

£12,000. Much of the timber which has been destroyed is difficult to get now, as it is imported. 
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The tradesmen in the firm's employ will have lost most of their tools. The loss will fall heavily 

on the men unless their union has taken precautions to have the tools covered by insurance. 

"The books are in the safe." stated Mr. Pimlott, "and it will not be known till to-morrow how 

they have fared." The building and contents were covered by insurance, but he was unable to 

state from memory the amount. 

W. R. CAVE AND CO. 

Messrs. W. R. Cave and Co., produce merchants, were heavy losers. The firm had 400 tons 

of chaff and general produce including 60 tons of chaff ready for shipment. In addition the firm 

had large quantities of bags in bond. No estimate of the loss was given last night. The 

building and contents were insured. 

DALGETY AND CO. 

Dalgety, Ltd. had a quantity of chaff and bags in stock. Mr. A. S. Baldock (the local manager) 

said that he was not able to supply an estimate of the firm's loss. Before the fire reached the 

store much stuff had been removed by voluntary workers, and some of the books had been 

saved. Dalgety, Ltd. had an insurance with the Phoenix Company. 

CHAS. GEDDES AND CO, 

Messrs. Chas. Geddes and Co. carried a large stock of imported timbers of all kinds. Mr. J. S. 

Geddes (the mayor) was not able to give even a rough estimate of the amount of damage 

done by the fire. It was in-considerable, he thought, compared with the loss which would have 

been involved if the firemen had not worked bravely and well. Last night later an unofficial 

estimate fixed the total amount of damage at some hundreds of pounds. 

MORE MEN UNEMPLOYED 

A REGRETTABLE RESULT OF THE FIRE. 

One of the worst features of the fire from a public point of view is the addition it has made to 

the number of unemployed in Port Pirie. Pimlott, Ltd. gave work to 40 or 50 carpenters and 

joiners in addition to ordinary laborers, such as horsedrivers, etc. The whole of the firm's large 

staff will be thrown out of work for a time. 

Messrs. W. R. Cave and Co did not engage many men, but unemployment will be severely 

felt by those who had worked for the firm. 

The mayor (Mr. J. S. Geddes) expressed his intention of resuming work at the timberyard this 

morning, when a full staff will be employed to set matters in order after the fire. 

GALLANT WORK OF FIREMEN. 

HOW GEDDES' WORKS WERE SAVED. 

The fight to save the premises of Messrs Charles Geddes and Co was gallant. It was as fine a 

bit of fire-fighting as could be seen anywhere in the world, Two hoses from the street hydrants 

were played on the flames as they reached out viciously for the timber stacks. 

Working from inside the building the firemen never gave way an inch, although the heat was 

terrific and the roar of the fire was deafening. It was a superb battle and every minute it 

looked as if the men would have to acknowledge defeat. It seemed impossible to hold the 

flames in check, but the men fought on with grand courage. 

Could those working on the street hydrants stand up and keep the fire in check until they got 

assistance from the engine drawn up on the wharf on the gantries side of the blaze? That was 

the question in the minds of the onlookers. Soon the chug chug of the fire engine was heard 

above the din. Two lines of hose were run out. A hole was torn in the tin fence, and as the 

seawater began to play on the fire, a cheer went up from the group on the wharf. 
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Reinforced in this way, the firemen, who were struggling against heavy odds to beat back the 

flames still battling for an entry to the timber yard of Messrs Geddes and Co, were able to 

make a distinct impression. All efforts were directed to the partition between the two 

premises, which was now burning fiercely. 

In a few minutes huge columns of steam began to give place at this spot to the leaping 

tongues of fire, and the firemen's hopes began to rise. The fight continued for half an hour 

before the issue was finally settled. At the end of that time the flames at the dividing wall 

began to die down. The firemen had won. 

COURAGE AND DETERMINATION. 

WET FIREMAN'S ARDOR UNDAMPED. 

Tragic as fires always are, there is usually a comic element which draws laughter from the 

crowd. At eight o'clock, when the fire was well under control, smoke was seen to be issuing 

from the ridge of Messrs Geddes and Co's building. Soon a flame burst forth and many 

persons endeavored by strange gestures to draw the attention of the firemen to this new 

outbreak. 

Eventually they succeeded, and a man was sent on to the roof. He was in shirt sleeves, and 

stood out sharply in the bright glare from the mass of fire below. All eyes in the crowd were 

turned on him. He tore away the zinc capping at the ridge with his bare hands, and stamped 

on the burning timber beneath. The crowd was intensely interested in the lone figure on the 

roof. 

By using his hands as a megaphone he managed to indicate to the firemen where to play the 

water. A hose was quickly brought out from inside the building and directed on the ridge. The 

angle was too acute, however, and the man on the roof received the full force of the water in 

the face. The crowd laughed. The solitary figure standing astride the ridge shouted directions 

to the firemen below, and waved his arms. The crowd laughed some more, and when he 

ducked down on one side to escape the stream of water, the laughter increased, and the 

juvenile section of the spectators jumped with joy. 

The man on the roof, however, stuck to his job, and tearing away the sheets of iron, was able 

to let the water on to the fire, which had got a good hold. He went carefully along the whole 

ridge of the building and discovered several other spots well alight, but owing to his fine 

efforts these outbreaks were soon subdued. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 12 March 1920, page 2 

LINE FAULT CALLS FIRE BRIGADE 

At 11.20 a.m. yesterday the fire brigade received a call to the Three-Chain road, 

Solomontown. It was ascertained that the alarm was due to a line fault. 

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), Saturday 13 March 1920, page 33 

BIG FIRE AT PORT PIRIE 

GREAT DAMAGE DONE. 

Thousands of pounds worth of property was destroyed on March 10 by the most disastrous 

fire that has occurred at Port Pirie. Flames were seen issuing from Pimlott's building shortly 

before 7 o'clock. The structure, used as a furniture factory, was two-storied, and in addition to 

accommodation for the workmen was used as an office and for the storage of furniture.  

The fire quickly spread to Messrs, Dalgety's and to Messrs. Cave and Co.'s large storage 

shed, and within half an hour the whole, of the buildings were gutted and the contents 

destroyed. The buildings are near the intersection of Ellen and Mary Ellie streets, on the 

eastern side of the Solomontown-road. The adjoining structure is Messrs. Charles Geddes & 
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Co.'s huge timber shed, while farther south are Messrs. George Wills and Co., the Farmers' 

Union, Messrs. Bache Bros., and Messrs. James Bell & Co. It was soon evident that there 

was no hope of saving either Dalgety's, Cave's, or Pimlott's, and the brigade turned its 

attention to the northern side of Messrs. Geddes & Co.'s shed, in which is stacked many 

thousands of pounds worth of timber. The buildings were facing Ellen-street and the 

Solomontown-road, and at the rear of them is the Baltic Wharf. Messrs. Dalgety & Co.'s place 

was used as an office, and, like Messrs. Cave &, Co.'s and Pimlott's, was built of wood and 

iron. Mr. J. P. Griffiths is the local manager for Messrs. Cave & Co. and states that his firm 

has lost everything. In the shed was stored 240 tons of chaff, 20 tons of bran, 10 tons of 

pollard and 27 tons of oats. These were all destroyed, besides a quantity of timber and 

sundries. Precautions were taken by the powerhouse staff in regard to the electric mains to 

ensure the safety of the public, while the line repairing gang, under Mr. Cummings, did all it 

could to avert accident in that direction. It was providential that there was scarcely a breath of 

wind, as in the event of a breeze from the north or north-west nothing could have prevented 

the flames from spreading to Messrs. Geddes & Company's timber stacks and along the 

whole Baltic wharf frontage. The local manager for Messrs. Dalgety & Co. is Mr. E. Baldock; 

and Mr. A. V. Pimlott, son of the head of the firm, is manager for Pimlotts, Limited. (Later.) 

Dalgety's, Cave's, and Pimlotts premises, with the contents, were completely destroyed. The 

station officer (Mr. Cook) has six lines of hose out, two from the river front, pumping sea water 

by means of a steam fire engine, and four lines of nose attached to the street mains, carrying 

fresh water. Mr. Cook states that Messrs. Geddes & Co.'s timber shed and yards are safe. 

The brigade did splendid work in preventing the flames from igniting Messrs. Geddes & Co.'s 

stacks, the firemen working in face of intense heat. The brigade are highly pleased with the 

pressure of water from the mains. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 13 March 1920, page 1 

FIRE NOT OUT YET 

PARTS OF DEBRIS STILL ALIGHT. 

PIMLOTT'S RESTARTING MONDAY 

"A cloud of smoke by day, a pillar of fire by night." A visitor to Port Pirie has described the 

scene of Wednesday night's fire on the Baltic wharf succinctly enough in those Biblical words. 

A pungent, evil smelling smoke hangs over the burning masses all day. At night fires come 

into view and light up the locality. 

The scene at night is picturesque. Here and there are to be seen brilliantly illuminated caves, 

caused by the fire eating its way into heaps of rubbish. From the top of a blackened mound 

tongues of flame occasionally shoot high into the air, and the flames and smoke assume 

fantastic shapes. 

The fire brigade's steam engine was employed most of yesterday pumping salt water on to 

the embers of the fire. The flames seemed to lick up the debris greedily, and muttered angrily 

for more. 

Inquiry as to Cause of Fire. 

Inquiries have been made by Constable V. V. Kennedy, with a view to locating the probable 

place of origin of the fire, and ascertaining the cause. Constable Kennedy will submit his 

report to the coroner this morning. It is stated that there is nothing suspicious about the origin 

of the fire, which has to be added to the long list of mysterious outbreaks. 

Pimlott's Restarting Work. 

Pimlott Ltd, will reassemble almost the whole of its staff on Monday. Mr T. Freeman's shop at 

Solomontown, and in a portion of Geddes and Co's yards. The use of the premises named 

have been granted temporarily. So far as practicable arrangements will be made for a supply 
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of timber, with the laudable object of keeping the staff together. Mr W. J. Pimlott (head of the 

firm), has been in Port Pirie for a couple of days, and will return to Adelaide to-day. 

Damage Estimated Yesterday. 

Mr A. Steel, an adjuster of claims for the fire insurance companies of South Australia, has 

inspected the properties on the Baltic wharf, destroyed or damaged by the fire. He returned to 

Adelaide yesterday, and will submit a report to the companies interested. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Tuesday 16 March 1920, page 7 

FATALITIES AND ACCIDENTS. 

PORT PIRIE FIRES. 

Port Pirie, March 15. 

Amongst the ruins left as a result of the fire which destroyed Messrs. Pimlott's, Cave's, and 

Dalgety's premises, there is much material which is still burning, and a constant watch has to 

be kept. The brigade has pumped on to the burning debris 378,000 gallons of sea water, 

besides a vast quantity from the street mains. The brigade effected a splendid save. 

Yesterday an outbreak occurred north of Messrs. Mallyons and Messrs. Howard Smith's, in 

Ellen-street. The brigade made a smart response and found that the fire was confined to 

some old sacks that had contained superphosphate and a discarded coal basket. Another call 

this afternoon was to the premises of the Laver motor and cycle works, in Florence-street, but 

the danger had been overcome by the proprietor, Mr. W. E. N. Laver, using a fire-

extinguisher. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 17 March 1920, page 2 

LINE FAULTS AND FIRE ALARMS. 

Two alarms due to line faults were received at the fire station yesterday morning. The brigade 

turned out with the hose reel on each occasion. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 17 March 1920, page 2 

AUTOCRAT OF ELLEN STREET. 

When the fire brigade's motor was being driven to a supposed fire yesterday morning, it was 

blocked at the corner of Mary Ellie and Ellen streets by a long train of railway trucks laden 

with coal. The train was being drawn slowly out of Ellen street into the goods yard, at a rate 

very much slower than a mile an hour. The motor had to be pulled up, and an urgent appeal 

was signalled to the engine driver to hurry out of the way. But the snail-like pace of the train 

was not altered, and ultimately the firemen had to drive a hundred yards back Ellen street in 

order to get round the tail of the train and secure a clear run to Solomontown. They were 

delayed about three minutes. Fortunately the call turned out to be a false alarm. But the delay 

might have meant the difference between the salvation and the destruction of valuable 

property. That apparently, does not concern the Railways Department, which so far as Ellen 

street is concerned, acts as an autocrat of the road. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 20 March 1920, page 1 

REFRESHMENTS FOR FIRE BRIGADE. 

The firemen engaged at the fire on the Baltic wharf frontages when it broke out were provided 

with refreshments. Those left in charge since have had similar kind attention. Mr E. W. Cook 

(officer in charge) and his staff desire to thank Mr Fairey, Mr. A. V. Pimlott, and others who 

saw to their entertainment every day. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 29 March 1920, page 2 
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SMOKE, BUT NO FIRE. 

Members of the fire brigade were informed casually yesterday that a column of smoke had 

been seen rising from a yard off Norman street. The brigade went to investigate the 

occurrence, but there was no fire. 

Wooroora Producer (Balaklava, SA : 1909 - 1940), Thursday 8 April 1920, page 4 

Port Pirie Corporation 

Meeting held Monday, March 29. 

From A. H. Smith, Alexander Street, re old fire brigade premises, stating that he would be 

vacating them on March 29. Received. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 19 April 1920, page 2 

FIRE IN ELLENDALE. 

At 9.30 p.m. on Saturday the fire brigade received a call to a fire at a house in Federation 

road, Ellendale. When the brigade arrived it was ascertained that a small two roomed house 

was well alight. The fire was not got under control until the place had been much damaged. 

Particulars as to the owner or tenant had not been obtained at a late hour last night. It as 

stated that the occupant had been away from the town on a holiday for some days. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Tuesday 1 June 1920, page 7 

FIRE AT AN HOTEL. 

Port Pirie, May 31. 

A fire took place at the Port Pirie Hotel this morning. The contents of the office included four 

motor tubes, pictures, musical instruments, fixtures, and documents, all of which were 

damaged, as were also the walls. The brigade, under Foremen Hocking and Giles, quickly 

extinguished the flames. Mr. H. J. Cavenett, the licensee, estimates the damage at between 

£25 and £30. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 22 June 1920, page 2 

Local and General 

Yesterday morning the fire brigade received a call to the railway yard. On arrival there it was 

discovered that a barrel of oil had caught fire, but it had been extinguished without the help of 

the brigade. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 28 June 1920, page 1 

BIG FIRE IN PIRIE. 

FIVE SHOPS GUTTED. GOOD WORK EFFECTED BY BRIGADE. 

The central portion of Ellen street, Pirie, directly opposite "The Recorder" office, was the 

scene of a big blaze early yesterday morning. Five shops are located in the small space 

between the National Bank of Australia and the Family Hotel, and it was in one of these that 

the conflagration had its origin. Some boarders at the Family Hotel were aroused by a 

crackling noise shortly after 3 a.m., and the Pirie Fire Brigade was summoned by telephone. 

The call was immediately responded to, and as the firemen were motoring down Norman 

street the flames and sparks were shooting fully 100 feet in the air. The buildings affected 

were the shops of the following:— 

Hones and Skehan, bakers. 

Thomas and Millhouse, dentists. 

G. Gallo, fruiterer and confectioner.  
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George Gray, Tobacconist. 

A. J. Parker, fruiterer and confectioner. 

The starting place was in the middle portion of Hones & Skehan's, between the bakehouses, 

and the fruitshop which was a mass of flames when the firemen arrived on the scene. This 

building has recently been subdivided, and the western portion was occupied by Mr. G. Gallo. 

There is a brick parapet wall between these premises and the three shops occupied by 

Thomas & Millhouse, George Gray, and A. J. Parker, but the fierce flames licked round the 

back of the parapet, and set alight to the rear portions of the shops. A northerly gale was 

blowing at the time, and the firemen, under the direction of Chief Officer E. W. Cook, had a 

particularly trying time. The fire brigade received valuable assistance from members of the 

police force, and it was only the determination of the men which prevented a clean-sweep 

being made of the shops. Sparks were flying clean over Messrs. Prest Bros.' store at the 

corner of Norman and Ellen streets. There was a very good pressure of water, and the 

firemen directed their efforts to restricting the flames to the rear of the two buildings, and their 

object was so successfully accomplished. 

The premises occupied by Messrs. Hones and Skehan were completely gutted, and the 

flames entered the bakehouse, where portion of the plant was damaged. The back portions of 

the other shops were also gutted, but little damage was done to the stock, although the front 

windows were broken and a large quantity of water was poured in. The Family Hotel was 

protected by a parapet wall and a right-of-way alongside Mr. Parker's Saloon de Luxe, as the 

premises are termed, while the National Bank is a substantial structure will louvre blinds over 

the windows which resisted the heat. Seeing that the five shops were all in flames when the 

alarm was given, the fire brigade deserves the highest commendation for the manner in which 

the conflagration was subdued. 

The bakehouse and Gallo's fruit shop are owned by Messrs. Walker and Sons of Alexander 

street, and the amount of the insurance was not known last night. The other three shops 

belonged to the estate of the late F. F. E. Mosel, and the insurances total £1000. The 

contents of Mr. Parker's shop were insured for £100. Mr. Gray's for £100, and Mr. Gallo's for 

£550. The insurances of Messrs. Thomas and Millhouse had not been ascertained last night. 

It is understood that Mr. Millhouse contemplated retiring from business at an early date and 

taking up his residence in Adelaide. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Monday 28 June 1920, page 6 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

FIVE SHOPS DAMAGED. 

PORT PIRIE, June 27. 

This morning a serious fire occurred in Ellen street, in the block between the Family Hotel and 

the National Bank. Two shops were practically destroyed, and three others were gutted and 

their contents greatly damaged. The first two places, which were constructed of wood and 

iron, were among the oldest buildings in Ellen street, and were tenanted by Mr. C. Hones, 

baker and confectioner, and Mr. G. Gallo, fruit merchant. Judging by the conditions at the rear 

of these premises it was there that the fire originated. Immediately adjoining these two places 

on the north are three stone structures, occupied respectively by Mr. G. S. A. Gray 

(hairdresser and tobacconist), Messrs. Thomas and Millhouse (dentists), and a fruit shop and 

confectionery store, known as the "Saloon De Luxe," occupied by Mr. A. J. Parker. The 

reflection of the flames was first noticed by a boarder at the Family Hotel, and the brigade 

received a call at 10 minutes past 3 o'clock. There was a heavy gale at the time. The firemen 

were assisted in making an excellent save by having a fine pressure of water to draw upon. 

The premises occupied by Messrs. Hones and Gallo were owned by Mr. L. R. Walker, and 

the three others by the trustees in the estate of the late Mr. F. E. Mosel. Mr. Walker's 

properties were insured in the Royal Scottish Union and National for £450, and the three 
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shops belonging to the Mosel Estate were covered for £1,000 in the Colonial Mutual Office. 

Mr. Parker's stock was insured in the Royal Company for £100, Mr. G. S. A. Gray's stock in 

the Phoenix for £400, Mr. G. Gallos stock for £550, and Mr. C. Hones's stock in the Scottish 

Union and National for £742. Mr. Hones was the worst sufferer. One of the police lost a ring 

valued at 10 guineas, while helping the fire Brigade. 

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), Saturday 3 July 1920, page 35 

CONFLAGRATION AT PORT PIRIE. 

A terrific gale was experienced at Port Pirie on Saturday night, and during the storm one of 

the big walls of the new building being erected by W. J. Pimlott, Ltd., to replace their former 

furniture factory, destroyed by fire about three months ago, was blown down. Shortly after 3 

a.m. the fire brigade received a call to a fire in Ellen-street, the scene being a block of five 

shops situated between the Family Hotel and the National Bank. The firemen, led by Mr. E. 

W. Cook (officer in change of the local fire station), were promptly on the spot, and in spite of 

the gale which was raging did splendid work, saving to a great extent the structures and much 

of their contents. Two of the places adjacent to the National Bank were very old buildings of 

wood and iron. These were occupied respectively by Mr. G. Gallo, fruiterer and cool drinks 

seller, and Mr. C. Hones, baker and confectioner. They were owned by Mr. L. R. Walker and 

were insured in the Royal Scottish Union for £450. These two buildings, behind which the fire 

apparently got a start, suffered the most, Mr. Hones' place being reduced to a ruin, but the 

contents of Mr. Gallo's shop escaped more lightly. The latter's stock was insured for £550. 

The fire extended to three stone shops owned by the trustees in the estate of the late Mr. F. 

E. Mosel, and the roofs were burnt through and much damage done to the stock by fire and 

water. These three places were occupied by Messrs Thomas & Millhouse, dentists; Mr. G. S. 

A Gray, hairdresser and tobacconist, and Mr. A. J. Parker, fruiterer and confectioner. The 

premises were insured by the owners in the Colonial Mutual office for £1,000. Mr. Gray had 

the contents of his place of business covered in the Phœnix office for £400 and Mr. Parker 

had his stock insured in the Royal Company for £100. Mr. Hones had his stock and plant 

insured for £742. 

Wooroora Producer (Balaklava, SA : 1909 - 1940), Thursday 8 July 1920, page 3 

Fire at Port Pirie 

Splendid Work by the Firemen. 

On Sunday morning a serious fire occurred in Ellen St., in the business block between the 

Family Hotel and the National Bank. Two shops were practically destroyed, and three others 

were gutted and their contents greatly damaged. The first two (formerly owned and occupied 

by Mr J. Badenoch, baker) were amongst the oldest buildings on Ellen St., and were 

constructed of wood and iron; these were tenanted by Mr C. Hones, baker and confectioner, 

and Mr G. Gallo, fruit merchant. Judging by the conditions at the rear of these premises it was 

there that the fire originated. Mr Hones was the worst sufferer of the two his stock being 

ruined, but in the interior of Mr Gallo's shop there was a good chance of considerable 

salvage. Immediately adjoining these two places on the north are three stone structures, 

occupied respectively by Messrs Thomas & Millhouse (dentists), Mr G S. A. Gray (hairdresser 

and tobacconist), and Mr A. J. Parker (Saloon de Luxe fruit and confectionery shop). The 

reflection of the flames was first noticed by a boarder at the Family Hotel, and the Brigade 

received a call at 10 minutes past 3, the firemen— under the command of Station Officer E. 

W. Cook—making a smart response and quickly having some 160 feet of hose in use. There 

was a regular gale raging at the time, and the wonder is that any of the buildings and their 

contents throughout the block remained undemolished. From Mr Hones' place the fire spread 

by way of the roof of Messrs Thomas & Millhouse's dentistry to the buildings on the Northern 

side, but the well directed efforts of the Brigade soon had the conflagration under control 

there. The firemen were assisted in making an excellent save by having a fine pressure of 

water to draw on. The officer in charge (Mr Cooke pays a generous tribute to another 
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welcome source of assistance, namely the fine help rendered by the Police. One of the latter 

(Constable Fergusson) had the misfortune to lose a valuable ring while engaged in giving the 

firemen a hand. 

The premises occupied by Messrs Hones and Gallo were owned by Mr L. R. Walker and the 

three others by the trustees in the estate of the late Mr F. E. Mosel. Mr Walker's properties 

were insured in the Scottish Union and National for £450 and the other three shops belonging 

to the Mosel Estate were covered for £1000 in the Colonial Mutual Office. Mr Parker's stock 

was insured in the Royal for £100 ; Mr G. 8S. A. Gray's stock in the Phoenix for £400; Messrs 

Millhouse & Thomas' plant and furniture in the New Zealand Office for £150; Mr Hones' stock 

and plant in the Scottish Union and National for £742; and Mr Gallo's stock was insured for 

£550. 

Too much praise cannot be given to the fine work of the officers and men of the Port Pirie Fire 

Brigade, which, in view of the important nature of the town and the value of local property, is 

much undermanned. Sunday morning provided the third example within a few months of 

splendid saves which have been effected since Mr Cook has been in charge of the station. At 

the Adelaide Milling Co's fire, fighting against the worst of odds, the firemen saved the big 

store and some £15,000 of flour stacked there ; while a glance at Messrs Geddes & Co's 

timber mills and the ruins of Messrs Pimlott & Co's furniture factory on the adjacent block 

causes the most casual passer-by to realise what a lot of valuable property was saved on that 

occasion and what good work must have been put in to keep the former property and its 

contents from being totally destroyed. 

 

State Library of South Australia - Ellen Street, Port Pirie [PRG 280/1/43/270], Ellen Street at 

Port Pirie showing the main shopping area and railway lines going down the centre of the 

road. Approximately 1911. Part of Searcy Collection. 
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Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 25 October 1920, page 5 

"Recorder" Office Damaged 

GOOD WORK BY FIRE BRIGADE 

While on their customary beat at twenty minutes to one o'clock on Sunday morning, the 

attention of Constables Ferguson and Stewart was attracted as they turned from Alexander 

street into Ellen-street by a dense cloud of smoke arising from the rear of Mr G. Lewis' billiard 

saloon, adjoining "The Recorder" office. They immediately broke the fire alarm, and the 

firemen were quickly on the spot and ran a length of hose through the billiard saloon and 

another through "The Recorder" office. 

The fire was then burning fiercely between the ceiling and the roof of the row of shops and by 

the time the water was turned on it had secured a good hold of the two buildings mentioned. 

A strong southerly wind was blowing, and that created a draught which swept the flames 

through "The Recorder" office into Messrs Limb and Williams' motor garage. The flames also 

damaged the window of Telfer's photo studio. The fire extended back to the fence at the rear 

of Mr. F. Grey's meat mart. It also fiercely attacked the paper store, at "The Recorder" office, 

where two tons of paper were seriously damaged, Apart from this, the blaze was confined to 

the ceiling. In the billiard saloon, portion of the roof fell in, and the tables were soaked with 

water. 

The falling sheets of iron covered some of "The Recorder" machines, while falls of burning 

wood did further damage. The linotype machines were also injured, and the full extent of the 

damage was not ascertainable yesterday, although apparently the machinery can be 

repaired. The folding machine escaped with little injury, while beyond the melting of some 

rollers, not much harm was done to the printing press, with the exception of the incidental 

oxidation caused by water, notwithstanding the fact that the firemen restricted its use with 

good judgment. 
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The firemen under Chief Officer Cook, are to be congratulated upon effecting a good save. In 

Limb and Williams' garage a quantity of petrol was stored, and the flames were prevented 

from reaching this. The upholstering of one car was seriously damaged, but otherwise the 

garage escaped. Messrs Barwell and Hague's office and Mr. Fred. Grey's mart were likewise 

uninjured. The upper windows at the street entrance to "The Recorder" office were cracked by 

the heat. 

The buildings where the fire occured belonged to the estate of the late Mr. F. Gray. The 

extent of the insurances was not ascertainable last night beyond the part that "The Recorder" 

was covered to the extent of £1,950. 

Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922), Monday 25 October 1920, page 2 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

CONSIDERABLE DAMAGE DONE. 

Port Pirie, October 24. 

Ellen-street was the scene of another extensive fire shortly before 1 o'clock this morning. The 

buildings affected were erected by the late Mr. F. Grey, and are owned by the trustees of his 

estate. They are on the eastern side, and are substantially constructed of brick, with iron 

roofs. The central portion is occupied by Mr. Gay Lewis as a billiard saloon, that on the south-

western corner by Messrs. Barwell & Hague, solicitors, as offices. At the rear Messrs. Grey & 

Co. have their office and an auction mart, which runs from north to south of the whole 

building. Access to it is obtained by a lane between the main building and the Coo-ee Open-

air Picture Theatre. On the extreme north of the block is the "Recorder" printing office. The 

whole is under one roof. Immediately north, and practically adjoining, are the Pirie Motor 

Works, owned by Messrs. Limb & Williams. 

Station-Officer E. W. Cook and his brigade made a prompt response, and quickly had two 

lines of hose connected with the hydrants. Fortunately the wind was light and blowing from 

the south, and there was a good pressure of water. The brigade confined its attention to the 

eastern side of the block, with the object of isolating the fire to the burning building and 

preventing the spread of the flames to the Commonwealth gantries, which are but a few feet 

distant. The contents of Messrs. Harwell & Hague's offices were rendered comparatively safe 

by being covered up with salvage sheets. The billiard saloon next door, in which are four 

billiard tables, had the roof burnt away in several places, and the tables damaged by falling 

debris and water. Messrs. Grey and Co.'s auction mart sustained considerable damage, but 

that to the contents of the apartment was not very large. The office, which is at the rear of 

Messrs. Barwell & Hague's rooms, and its contents escaped damage. 

The "Recorder" office and its contents suffered most, the plant, including linotype, 

Wharfedale, and other machines, being subjected to the action of the fire. The paper-room 

was entirely destroyed, and a number of bales of newspaper were all damaged by fire and 

water. Through the burning of the woodwork of the building the roofing collapsed in several 

places. 

It is not possible at present to estimate the damage to the machinery. Amongst other valuable 

property stored in the Pirie Motor Works was a motor car owned by Mr. L. R. Walker, and the 

owner estimates the damage to this at £200. Fortunately a stack of motor car covers, valued 

at about £300, was not touched by the fire. 

Insurance in different companies was held as fellows:—Estate of Mr. Grey, building, London 

and Lancashire Company; "Recorder," plant and stock, Royal Assurance Company, £1,250, 

and Colonial Mutual, £700; Pirie Motor Works, Liverpool, Lon-don and Globe Insurance 

Company, building £600. It is not know what risk was held in connection with Mr. Lewis' 

billiard saloon. 
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Mr. G. R. Brickhill, manager for the "Recorder" proprietary, states that he left the office at 

10.30 on Saturday night, when everything was all safe. How or where the fire originated is not 

known, but apparently with the wind it took a northerly direction. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 25 October 1920, page 7 

The Recorder 

(Published daily.) 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 25, 1920. 

Publication Under Difficulties. 

To-day's publication of "The Recorder" is published under unusual difficulties. Yesterday 

morning another of the mysterious night fires of Pirie broke out close to the office, and did 

more or less damage to five establishments, most of all to "The Recorder" office. The fire left 

the machine room in chaos, and the paper store was burned completely out. Fortunately a 

small stock of paper in another room was not in danger. 

Investigation showed that the damage to the plant was remediable, and prompt measures 

were adopted to get it into working condition so that there might not be a break in publication. 

Messrs. Ford and May, printers, of David-street, and others made generous offers of 

assistance, and good progress was made with the restoration of one linotype machine. By 

midday it became obvious that an issue could be produced this morning almost up to the 

usual standard in size and quality. To that end the fire brigade officers and representatives of 

the insurance companies gave whatever facilities lay in their power. 

But a fly got into the ointment. A police officer ordered that nothing whatever must be 

removed from the premises, not even the undamaged paper, nor blocks, nor type, nor even 

the wrappers for postal subscribers. There are in the office letters in reply to advertisements. 

Not one of these must be removed, for some dark and dreadful clue to the origin of the fire 

might be contained therein. 

Thereupon plans had to be revised, and in co-operation with Messrs. Ford and May this small 

and hurriedly prepared issue was made. 

This morning a temporary office will be opened in Ellen street opposite Messrs. Barwell and 

Hague's, at which advertisements and copy may be handed in. Further developments will 

depend on circumstances. 

In the meantime it is not unlikely that the coroner will hold a formal inquiry into the 

circumstances surrounding the fire. 

24th December 1920, Fire in the Alhambra Buildings, Port Pirie. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 27 October 1920, page 2 

Another Pirie Fire. 

Boxes Alight at Back of Alhambra Theatre. 

Another mysterious outbreak of fire occured at 20 minutes to 1 o'clock yesterday morning, 

and the timely arrival of the Fire Brigade, in charge of Chief Officer Cook, once more 

prevented serious damage. Constable Winch noticed smoke and flames rising from the rear 

of Mr J. Caddy's shop in Ellen-street, adjoining the Alahambra Theatre. 

The bioscope operator who sleeps in an upstairs room at the theatre, was aroused and on 

investigation showed a fire in a stack of cases, filled with straw, the property of Mr E. J. 

Francis. They were in a small yard between the theatre and Mr E. J. Telfer's studios. 
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A length of hose was obtained from the theatre, but it would not reach the fire. The Fire 

Brigade was called and arrived in time to prevent the flames obtaining a hold on the wood 

work of Mr Telfer's studio. 

The wind was blowing from the north, and had the fire secured a start the studio and Messrs 

Limb and William's motor garage would have been doomed, as well as the property 

undamaged by the fire at "The Recorder" office and Mr. G. Lewis' billiard saloon on Sunday 

morning. 

Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924), Thursday 28 October 1920, page 5 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

Another fire broke out in Port Pirie on Tuesday morning. It occurred quite close to the 

"Recorder" office, but no damage was done owing to the quick arrival of the brigade. What is 

strange about these fires is that they have occcurred at about the same time. The big fire that 

recently destroyed five shops occurred in the early hours of Sunday morning, the fire at the 

"Recorder" office occurred at about the same hour, and the fire on Tuesday was at a similar 

time. If any enquiries are held into the cause of these fires the public is unaware of it. The 

mysterious nature of the fires is responsible for the rumor here that an incendiary is at work. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 3 November 1920, page 2 

Local and General 

False Alarm of Fire. 

The fire brigade was summoned to the Barrier Hotel about 4 o'clock yesterday afternoon. On 

arrival it was found that a false alarm had been given, probably the result of the crossing of 

two telephone wires. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 8 November 1920, page 2 

(Published daily.) 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 1920. 

MYSTERIOUS FIRES. 

Though a fortnight has elapsed since "The Recorder" office and other business 

establishments were seriously damaged by fire no progress seems to have been made by the 

authorities in the discovery of the cause of the disaster. During the past year or two there 

have been several fires with suggestively similar features. They have occurred at night, 

usually soon after midnight on Saturdays. In at least three of the fires there have been very 

suspicious circumstances, but in no instance have the police managed to clear up the 

mystery. It may be difficult to do so, nevertheless it is disconcerting that these suspicious fires 

continue to occur. 

In the case of the fire a fortnight ago it is the opinion of this newspaper that a formal inquiry 

should have been held. In fact, it ought to be laid down as a principle that there should be a 

formal investigation into every substantial fire that occurs without a reasonably obvious 

accidental cause. In the last instance the police investigation was neither complete nor 

accurate; and they recommended, it is understood, that as there was no evidence in their 

possession indicating the cause of the fire an investigation would not be justified. 

Nevertheless there was evidence. The police may not have known of it, or may have been 

misled. Because their recommendation was adopted the opportunity of bringing it forward has 

been lost. The people who are suffering from these mysterious night fires have the right to 

complain that the police, to whom they look for protection, have been of little value as an 

institution. That comment does not apply necessarily to individual members of the force; in 

fact it was owing to the promptness of certain constables that the fire in the billiard saloon and 
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"The Recorder" office did not get a stronger start. It is more the system rather than individual 

members of the force that must bear the brunt of this criticism. 

There is another serious aspect of these fires and the work of the police, perhaps more 

damage was done to the plant of "The Recorder" after the fire than while it was burning. The 

machinery became saturated with water, and the police interfered with the efforts of the staff 

to save it from rust. The staff acted at the suggestion of the fire brigade and the insurance 

companies, but for nearly twenty four hours the police stood in the way. In that matter, as well 

as in the matter of an investigation, the attitude of the police was opposed to the interests of 

the public and of the victims of the fire. 

These comments are not made because "The Recorder" office suffered, but because these 

events may be taken as general examples of an unsatisfactory state of affairs. There are too 

many mysterious fires and greater activity and keener intelligence on the part of the police to 

detect the causes is no more than the people have a right to expect. And certainly the action 

of the police in hindering salvage work requires explanation. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 26 November 1920, page 2 

Fires in Pirie. 

During the past year the Port Pirie Fire Brigade has received and attended to the following 

calls:—Serious 10. slight damage 16, rubbish fire 1, malicious false alarms 5, false alarm 1, 

line faults 8. The total calls attended were 41. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 9 December 1920, page 2 

Local and General 

Fire. 

Between 1.30 and 2 o'clock yesterday morning a small fire took place in the yard at the rear 

of Mr. R. C. Dettmar's bakery business in Ellen-street. It broke out in a heap of rubbish and 

spread to some boxes near by. Constables Stewart and Scott noticed the flames and 

immediately called the fire brigade, who made a prompt appearance and extinguished what 

might have been a big fire. 

Wooroora Producer (Balaklava, SA : 1909 - 1940), Thursday 16 December 1920, page 4 

PORT PIRIE. 

December 11. 

A TIMELY DISCOVERY.—Constables J. D. Stewart and Scott, during the course of their 

night duty on Tuesday, were by their prompt action instrumental in preventing what might 

have proved a serious conflagration in Ellen-street. They noticed smoke issuing from the rear 

of the premises occupied by Mr R. C. Dettmer, and promptly gave the alarm. The Fire Brigade 

quickly put in an appearance and extinguished the flames which were confined to a heap of 

cases and rubbish. The timely discovery prevented the fire spreading to the adjacent 

bakehouse and shed. In the latter a motor car was housed. Enquiries were conducted by 

Plainclothes constable Fergusson, and Mr L. T Graigie, J.P., to whom the circumstances were 

reported, deemed an inquest unnecessary. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 25 December 1920, page 3 

FIRE EPIDEMIC 

ANOTHER ELLEN-STREET MYSTERY. 

FIREMEN PREVENT DESTRUCTION OF VALUABLE BUILDINGS 
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Inspection of the scene of the fire that occurred early yesterday morning discloses that it was 

extremely fortunate that it did not develop into a big conflagration. 

The premises affected were the Alhambra buildings, consisting of Messrs. J. Caddy's tailoring 

shop, E. J. Francis' paint shop and storeroom, Treleaven and Brown's office, Mr. Scanlan's 

office, and the Alhambra Theatre. Also Mr. W. W. Telfer's Photographic studio was a great 

deal damaged. All the buildings were owned by Mr. M. Rasheed. 

Mr. Caddy's workroom and yard were damaged slightly, very little material being destroyed. 

The Wunderlich ceiling was slightly damaged, and the window and door were destroyed. 

About £20 will cover the loss incurred. Mr. Caddy's insurance policy, which was in the 

Lancashire Insurance Co., ran out about a fortnight ago. 

The theatre was the part most damaged, though it was mostly outside. A bathroom and 

lavatory, together with the floor of a balcony were practically destroyed. The exit door of the 

gallery was totally destroyed, and a top window was smashed, and the heading burnt. 

Another landing at the top was totally destroyed. 

Mr. Scanlan's office suffered very little, except that a few business papers were burnt. The 

estimate of the damage was unobtainable, as was the insurance. 

Treleaven and Brown's office suffered similarly only a little more extensively. 

The back part of Mr. Telfer's studio was severely damaged, the glass roof being practically 

destroyed. The glass wall on the south side was only slightly affected. The studio furniture 

was damaged, and the ceiling also suffered. The plaster wall on the north side was badly 

cracked. A large camera and stand, worth about £75, escaped without injury except by water. 

The damage cannot be estimated. The heat may have injured the plates and papers. The 

stock is insured for £275 in the Central Insurance Company. 

Mr. E. J. Francis was one of the principal sufferers by the fire. He is the occupier of the 

premises next to Telfer's Studios, the front portion of which carries a stock of paints. The 

flames found their way under the Wunderlich ceiling, which was crumpled in places. The heat 

of the fire blew the lids off several tins of paints, and also cracked the glass in a few of the 

show cases. The back portion of the premises was used as a storage room, and contained 

amongst other articles tubes of gas, and jars of citric acid, so that had the flames reached 

these there would have been a terrific explosion. A tin of sugar, which is used in the icecream 

business, was also stored in close proximity, together with a big stock of stationery and 

printed matter. The latter sustained considerable damage, as did also some pictures, while 

several bags of sugar were damaged by water. An ice cream cabinet, soda fountain, and a 

storage soda fountain tank were destroyed. The stock was insured in the Manchester 

Insurance Company for £740. 

The damage to the Alhambra buildings altogether is estimated at between £400 and £500. 

The buildings are insured in the Queensland Insurance Co., but the amount is not known. 

DISCOVERY OF THE FIRE. 

It was at 2.15 a.m. that the fire was discovered. Mr. H. Cavenett, a member of the mechanical 

staff of "The Recorder,'' was preparing the final formes of yesterday's issue for the press, 

when a smell of burning aroused his attention. Apparently the odor found its way into "The 

Recorder" office through a skylight in the roof, the reconstruction of which from the effects of 

the fire of October 24, had not been completed. Mr. Cavenett hurried into the street and saw a 

cloud of smoke coming over the roofs from near the Alhambra Theatre. Calling to a colleague 

to telephone to the fire station, Mr. Cavenett raised a cry of fire, and smashed a street alarm 

in front of the theatre. His call was heard by two members of the police force who were in 

Alexander-street. The alarm bell at the fire station was heard by the Mayor (Mr. J. F. Jenkins). 

Throwing a dressing-gown over his pyjamas, he hurried out in time to get a place on the fire 

motor, and, also a shock from the intimation that the fire was at the Alhambra, in which is his 
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office, and of which he is the agent for the owner, Mr. M. Rasheed, the well-known grazier 

and racehorse owner. 

Though the brigade arrived promptly, the fire had developed. By the time they got to work 

flames were leaping high into the air. The prospect of sweeping the block was so serious that 

a commencement was made by "The Recorder" staff to remove goods from the office into 

safety. A continuous shower of live sparks found its way into the office through the unfinished 

skylight. The firemen, however, quickly connected a house to the main outside Le Lievre's, 

and carried it through a passageway in the Alhambra, to the rear of Mr. Caddy's premises, 

where the fire was burning strongly amidst a collection of pine boxes, paper and other 

inflammable material. It had reached up and caught an outside stairway and balcony, and had 

pierced into the office building as far as Messrs. Treleaven and Brown's room. While the 

brigade attacked the fire from below, the Casino Theatre attendant connected up a private 

hose, and Mr. Jenkins played it on the flames from above. Another hose was run by the 

brigade from Prests' corner, into Mr. Telfer's studio, in which the flames had reached the dark 

room at the back. 

There was a fine pressure of water, and within quarter of an hour the fire was well under 

control. By 3 o'clock all but a few embers had been extinguished. The suppression of the fire 

was another magnificent performance to the credit of the Pirie fire service and Station Officer 

Cook. 

Is there a Fire Fiend? 

The exceptional interest of this fire lies less in its actual details than in the fact it is the third 

fire that has occurred at about the same hour within two months, and within a stretch of 30 or 

40 yards. These fires are:— 

October 24: Lewis' Billiard Saloon, "The Recorder" Office, Grey's Mart, Pirie Motor Works. 

Discovered at 12.40 a.m. 

October 26: Boxes at back of Caddy's. Discovered at 12.40 a.m. 

December 24: Caddy's Tailoring Shop, Alhambra Theatre, E. J. Francis' Paint Shop, Telfer's 

Studio. Discovered at 2.15 a.m. 

In neither case has the cause of the fire been ascertained. Not even an inquest was held on 

either of the first two fires. The absence of apparent cause in itself is a suspicious 

circumstance. When to this is added the extraordinary series of coincidence, together with 

certain ascertained circumstances, there is reason to fear that the fires are not accidental. 

Whether a fire-fiend is at work is a matter that calls for the closest investigation. 

1921 

Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931), Saturday 1 January 1921, page 32 

A BLAZE AT PIRIE. 

PORT PIRIE, December 24.—A fire broke out in the Alhambra Buildings this morning, and but 

for an excellent save by Mr. Cook (officer in charge) and the staff of the fire brigade very 

serious damage must inevitably have resulted. The brigade promptly appeared on the scene, 

and after a quarter of an hour's good work had the blaze well under control. The Alhambra 

Buildings, which are owned by Mr. M. Rasheed, consist of the Casino Picture Theatre, offices 

on the second floor, and a shop on the ground floor. At the rear of the Alhambra Buildings are 

the Commonwealth coal gantries. This is the third time within two months that a fire has 

broken out in this vicinity. The damage to the Alhambra Building is estimated at between £400 

and £500. The premises are insured in the Queensland Insurance Company. Damage also 

resulted at Mr. J. Caddy's tailoring shop to the extent of £20 (insured in the London and 

Lancashire Company), and at Mr. Telfer's photographic studio, the contents of which are 

insured in the Central Insurance Company, the extent of the damage in the latter case not yet 

having been estimated. Offices occupied by Messrs. W. E. Scanlan and Treleaven & Brown 

also suffered damage. Mr. E. J. Francis was the principal loser among the occupants of the 
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building, his stock having consisted of paints, sugar, stationery, icecream cabinet, soda 

fountain, storage fountain tank, and so on. There were also stored there tubes of gas and jars 

of citric acid, but fortunately the flames did not reach these. The stock was insured in the 

Manchester Insurance Company for £740. The fire brigade men have been greatly 

commended for the manner in which they saved much valuable property. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 20 January 1921, page 2 

Local and General 

Fire at the Smelters. 

The fire alarm at the smelters was sounded at 10.30 a.m. yesterday, and the Pirie Fire 

Brigade lost no time in proceeding to the scene. Fortunately its services were not required, as 

the outbreak, which had occurred in some kindling timber stored at the rear of the machine 

shops, was promptly subdued by the company's fire brigade. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Saturday 22 January 1921, page 9 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

Port Pirie, January 21. 

A fire broke out owing to the explosion of a kerosine stove shortly after 11 o'clock this 

morning in a four-roomed wood and iron house owned and occupied by Mrs. Turner in 

Manson Street, Port Pirie west. Although the brigade, under Officer E. W. Cook, was promptly 

on the scene, the structure was completely gutted and the furniture burnt. An adjoining 

wooden house, owned by Mrs. Turner and occupied by Mrs. Rogers, was also considerably 

damaged. There is an insurance on the properties of £350 in the Royal Insurance Company. 

There are no means at present of ascertaining the separate amounts, but the owners will be 

heavy losers. The pressure of water was very low, but Mr. Cook connected up with the 

terrace main with a long hose and concentrated his efforts in preventing the fire from 

spreading. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 22 January 1921, page 2 

BLAZE IN PIRIE WEST 

ONE HOUSE GUTTED, ANOTHER DAMAGED 

A wood and iron house in Mansom street, Pirie West, was burned down yesterday morning, 

and the next door house was badly damaged on one side. Both houses were owned by Mrs. 

Turner, a widow, who lived in the one that was destroyed. The other house was occupied by 

Mrs. Rogers. 

The fire was caused through a kerosene stove going wrong. The oil leaked out and blazed up. 

An effort was made to quench the flames, but before that was successful the heat volatilised 

the oil in the container and it blew up with a loud explosion, heard half a mile away. The 

explosion scattered the burning oil, and the whole room blazed up. 

When a telephone message called the Fire Brigade at 11.10 a.m., the house was well alight. 

By the time the brigade arrived it was seen that nothing could be done to save Mrs. Turner's 

house. Attention was concentrated on the house on the west side, which had caught fire. The 

water pressure was very poor. There was a 3-inch main within easy reach, but that was 

almost useless. Ultimately an eight inch main was found, but so far away as to call for the use 

of 1,300 feet of hose. 

Heat from the fire was bad enough, but the sun's rays made it worse; and consequently the 

task of fighting the fire with a mere dribble of water was extremely difficult as well as 

uncomfortable. Nevertheless the Fire Brigade, under Station-Officer Cook, tackled the job of 
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saving Mrs Rogers home, and had pretty good results. Fortunately the Waterworks foreman 

was able to divert a few pounds extra pressure to the main, and that helped materially. 

Most of the furniture in the houses was saved. Mrs. Turner's was insured for about £100. Both 

houses were insured in the Royal Insurance Company, as was the furniture. 

Fire at the Port Pirie Smelters D. and L. Plant. 

[Dwight-Lloyd – is relating to a process for roasting and sintering fine ores whereby the ore is ignited 

in a thin layer on a traveling grate which passes over a suction box] 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 26 January 1921, page 1 

FIRE DESTROYS ESSENTIAL PARTS OF WORKS 

OPERATIONS INDEFINITELY SUSPENDED 

500 to 600 Men Lose Employment 

POWER PLANT HAS NARROW ESCAPE 

Another disaster was added yesterday to the long series of blows which Pirie has been 

receiving during the past two years. In the middle of the afternoon a fire broke out at the 

Smelters. It completely destroyed the Dwight-Lloyd plant and damaged more or less seriously 

several adjacent sections of the establishment. Only by tremendous and persistent exertion 

was the power plant saved. 

No official calculation of the monetary loss is yet obtainable. Street corner estimates vary from 

£40,000 to £200,000, but the unreliability of them is apparent from the wide divergence of 

these figures. 

To the public the calamitous feature is that an essential part of the whole works has been 

destroyed and cannot be replaced for many months. Smelting operations must cease 

indefinitely, and it is probable that mining operations at Broken Hill will have to be restricted. It 

may be possible to smelt a little ore elsewhere in Australia, or to ship some abroad. In either 

case Pirie will suffer. It is probable that between 500 and 600 men will lose employment for a 

very considerable time. If reconstruction is started without delay there will be work for a 

limited number of artisans; but the fire cannot but be regarded as an industrial disaster. Not 

only does it prevent an expansion of operations as soon as the metal market recovers, but it 

reduces very substantially the limited number of men for whom the restricted operations found 

employment. 

STORY OF THE FIRE 

Though the weather is blamed for many things for which it should not be held responsible 

there need be no hesitation in attributing the disaster partly to the heat wave. Yesterday was 

the seventh day on which the temperature reached at least 100 degrees in the shade. 

Everything was dry and susceptible to fire. Without much stretch of the imagination it could be 

said that wood work was cracking, almost crackling. It was hot to the touch. So that it needed 

but a lick of fire to burst into flame. A strong, scorching wind made matters worse. 

Opinions vary as to the exact time at which the fire broke out. It was near to 3 o'clock in the 

afternoon. Mr. P. J. Walsh (superintendent of the D. and L. Plant); Mr. W. Tonkin, and one or 

two others were near one of the burners in the plant. A gust of wind and perhaps some other 

coincidental event combined, and a tongue of flame leapt out of the burner, struck Mr. Walsh 

on the back of the neck, flicked a piece of woodwork near by, and the place was alight. 

Fiercely fanned by the gale the flames ate voraciously into the timbers that were too plentiful 

in the building, and though the men that saw the fire rushed to defeat it with hands and hoses 

and buckets of water and chemical extinguishers they found themselves powerless. Almost 

with a roar the fire swept through the building, gathering ferocity and strength as it went. 
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When the flame struck Mr. Walsh he placed his hands on the back of his neck. The neck, the 

hands, and his back were scorched, and the shock was severe. He had to be taken to safety. 

So rapid was the spread of the fire that it was difficult for unimpeded men to get away. It was 

still more difficult to assist Mr. Walsh into safety. 

In a broad sense the D. and L. Plant was on the eastern side of the northern end of the blast 

furnace house. Alongside it were the H. and H. Plant and the Ropp roasters. North of it were 

bins and conveyors, two wooden towers carrying machinery, and, across a roadway, a tall 

building known as the bag house, and alongside, that the still taller power plant. 

Between the power plant and the D. and L., one of the men was working. He heard shouts, 

followed by a muffled roar, and looked up. The sight that met his eyes was staggering. The 

fire, canopied by thick, swirling masses of smoke, was moving rapidly from end to end of the 

D. and L. house. 

—The Alarm— 

Without delay the Smelters whistle sounded the fire alarm—a long mournful blast. There is a 

works fire brigade, consisting of employes organised and trained, with plenty of hydrants, 

hoses and chemical extinguishers. This brigade gathered rapidly. An alarm was sent to the 

town fire station. The alarm brought employes from all sections of the works. 

—D. and L. Abandoned— 

Only a glance was needed to demonstrate the futility of attempting to save the D. and L. 

house. More emphatically still it showed that the big power plant was in serious danger. Most 

attention, therefore, was given to the northern end of the fire to prevent it leaping across the 

gap. The H. and H. section, the Ropp roasters, and other sections south, west and east were 

given only such attention as could be spared from the more momentous task of saving the 

building where electric power is generated to supply the town as well as the works. When Fire 

Chief Cook arrived, from the town did not hesitate, after a rapid survey, to fall into line. 

—Water Difficulties— 

Unfortunately the water pressure was poor. That was partly through the deficiencies of the 

supply pipes from Beetaloo—they are old and corroded and not big enough. But there was 

another cause. There are many scores of stand pipes in the works. Hoses were laid to many 

of these in the path of the fire, but the flames spread so rapidly that they were over-whelmed 

before the water could be shut off. One employe connected up a hose and turned the water 

on, but before the water reached the nozzle the man had to run for his life. The result was that 

water flowed from many stand pipes on to the ground while the fire spread overhead; and the 

heavy drain on the supply from such escapes—they might be termed captured arms—

reduced the pressure elsewhere. 

—Belated Fire Pump— 

In the course of time it became obvious that the taller structures could not be saved without a 

stronger pressure of water. Consequently a large number of the hoses were shut off and as a 

result the stream was improved. But even this was not enough. A message was sent to the 

town fire station for the pumping engine. It arrived late. It had failed before, and no one knew 

whether it would work. First results were useless. Water was pumped up from a source too 

distant for results. Then the engine was taken to a powerhouse sump in the face of the fire 

steam was raised with coal and two good streams were obtained, with which the firemen 

rapidly wore down the special points of danger. Though the fire started about 3 o'clock it was 

not until 4.40 that the pump was got going. 

—Fight for the Power House— 

Meanwhile intense heat, smoke and sparks swirled before the fiery wind directly on to the bag 

house and the powerhouse. Gangs were organised to man the roof's, to haul up buckets of 
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water, to keep the wood work damp, and to drown in their infancy the little outbreaks that 

threatened the life of the buildings. The bag house roof caught once or twice, but the flames 

were drowned. The same thing happened on the roof of the power house, but more often. 

The strain of heat and smoke and height, with insecure footing, was terrific. Respirators were 

sent for, and these were worn. They kept the smoke from the lungs. But the eyes still smarted 

and hands blistered. Yet through it all the men stuck grimly to their job, and won. 

Near the bag house there was a high tower carrying a big electric motor. It could not be 

saved. In fact, it was a danger point, for until it fell, throwing the motor to the ground with a 

heavy crash, it threatened the bag house. And just opposite the power house was another 

wooden tower, carrying the plant used for crushing rock. It was blazing freely for nearly half 

an hour, and was a constant menace to the power house, until the starting of the pump gave 

a hose pressure sufficient to reach the top. 

—Danger Stage Passed— 

The drenching of the rock tower was the end of the serious danger. That was shortly after 5 

o'clock. Attention was then diverted to the Ropp roasters and the H. and H. plant, which were 

still burning in places. It took an hour or two more to reduce the buildings to an impotent mass 

of black and sodden ruin. 

The last picturesque incident was the crashing of half a dozen tall and slender smoke stacks 

that rose above the heights of the D and L. plant. Their wire stays gave way early, and they 

poised aloft precariously until their foundations gave. Then one wobbled, and with a dull, 

grinding sound it toppled into the ruins, and the rest, one after the other, succumbed to the 

disturbance it caused. Most of them fell inward, where they could scarcely add to the ruin. But 

one swerved outward and cut through the roof of an adjacent building like a blunt axe 

cleaving rotten wood. 

RECONSTRUCTION. 

It is too early, of course, to ascertain what steps will be taken to restore the Smelters for 

production, but it may be anticipated that some of the directors of the company will come to 

Pirie from Melbourne to investigate the extent of the damage, and to discuss with the staff the 

best steps to take. 

OFFICIAL STATEMENT 

POINTS EXPLAINED BY GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT. 

Last night Mr H. St. J. Somerset, general superintendent of the Smelters, made the following 

statement: 

Mr W. Tonkin and several others were on the spot where the fire occurred. It came from one 

of the burners on the A section of the D. and L. plant. A very strong wind was blowing, and a 

burst of flame from the burner ignited the woodwork. The flame spread with extra ordinary 

rapidity throughout the building; so quickly that the men on the floor had the greatest difficulty 

in escaping before the whole building was ablaze. 

Within a few seconds of the igniting of the first piece of woodwork the flames were leaping 

through the roof. Every effort was made to get the fire hoses at work as quickly as possible, 

but the wind was so strong that absolutely no check could be given to the flames in the main 

building. Work was therefore concentrated on the detached buildings surrounding the Dwight-

Lloyd building, in order to prevent the spread of the fire to the power-house. 

So intense was the heat that the roof of the power house was ignited several times, and 

gangs of men were employed with buckets and fire extinguishers in keeping down these 

sporadic outbreaks. 
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Though the fire started shortly after 3 o'clock it was not until after five that the power house 

was out of danger. A large gang of watchmen was employed, both afternoon and night shifts, 

to deal with any recrudescence of the fire and check its spread. 

EXTENT OF THE DAMAGE. 

Mr Somerset added that it was impossible yet to say exactly what the extent of the damage 

really was. So far as he could say, it could be summarised thus : 

D. and L. Plant—Completely gutted,  

Storage Bins—Badly damaged.  

Conveyors-Badly damaged, 

H. and H. section—Damaged, but not destroyed, 

Ropp roaster section—Damaged, but not destroyed, 

Ironstone crusher—Badly damaged. 

The blast furnace section was not touched. 

One of the causes which contributed to the extraordinary rapidity with which the flames 

spread, was the fact that owing to the heat wave all the timberwork in the building was in a 

state to most readily ignite. 

OPERATIONS STOPPED. 

As to the effect of the fire, all that Mr Somerset was able to say definitely was that operations 

would have to be completely stopped for a very long period. He was unable to estimate the 

extent of the damage. Apart from the original cost of the plant a large amount of money had 

been spent during the recent shut-down in improvements to the D. and L. plant. Insurance 

was attended to by the head office in Melbourne. 

Casualties. 

"As far as we know," added Mr. Somerset, "the only serious casualty was Mr Peter Walsh, 

superintendent of the D. and L. plant. He was near-by at the start of the fire, and was burned, 

and is suffering in addition from shock. There were several minor casualties. Mr Walsh, 

received medical attention at the works, and was taken to the hospital." 

Work of Employes. 

"I have to thank the staff and the men," said Mr Somerset, "for the magnificent way in which 

they responded to the call to assist in fighting the fire to the utmost. They worked earnestly 

and courageously under exceptionally trying circumstances." 

WORK OF THE FIRE BRIGADE 

When the alarm was received at the Pirie fire station, Station-officer E. W. Cook immediately 

proceeded to the Smelters with the motor and six men. As the water pressure was poor it was 

found necessary to send back to the station for a fire steamer, and about three-quarters of an 

hour elapsed before it reached the Smelters. 

The D. and L. buildings were ablaze from end to end when the Brigade arrived on the scene. 

The Smelters had its own brigade of over forty men employed with the company's equipment, 

and the pressure of water was so wretched that it was deemed necessary to cut off 22 lines of 

hose in order to get any pressure at all. The steamer was run in amongst the buildings to the 

west of the blazing inferno, and it picked up the water from the company's power plant. This 

gave the firemen the ascendancy, and thenceforth there was a slow but appreciable reduction 

in the fury of the flames. 

It was a strenuous task that con-fronted the fire fighters. In the construction of the D. and L. 

buildings heavy oregon was used, which had been dried for years, and this burnt fiercely. 
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Efforts were directed to concentrating the flames in the section that had been originally 

attacked, and to prevent an extension to the roasters plant and the power house. 

The firemen had an especially anxious time when the chimney stacks commenced to fall. The 

power house caught alight fully sixteen times, and supplies of chemicals and buckets of water 

were passed up to Smelters employes, who were stationed on the roof. Despite the intense 

heat, showers of sparks, and dense smoke, they stuck pluckily to their task, and their efforts 

were crowned with success. Had the power house not been saved Pirie would have been in 

darkness, as it is from that source that the town derives its electric light supply. The current 

was shut off immediately it was seen that the building was threatened, but by 7 o'clock last 

night the service was restored. The professional fire-fighters were few in number, and the task 

was a tremendous one, but they did their part well. 

An endeavor was made to puncture a large steel tank with revolver bullets, as by this means 

it was considered that thousands of gallons of water would have been poured on to the 

flames. However, the tank was proof against this mode of attack. In fact, it happened to be 

empty. 

The fire served to emphasise the necessity for a motor pump. Had the brigade been equipped 

with this apparatus, the flames would have been subdued much more expeditiously The wind 

was constantly changing, and at times blowing half a gale, which rendered the work all the 

more difficult. For most of the time it was blowing right across to the power house. 

FIREMAN'S NARROW ESCAPE. 

Fireman L. G. McCallum had a close escape from death while the fire was at its height. He 

was playing water on the. D. and L. plant, when the chimney stacks collapsed. Some of the 

spectators yelled out in warning, and upon looking round to ascertain the cause he saw one 

of the stacks falling in his direction. It was too late for him to retreat, and he had to trust to 

luck. Fortunately the stack missed him by a few inches, and smashed in half. It was the 

closest shave that Fireman McCallum has had. 

In conversation with Station-officer Cook it was learnt that he considered the Smelters fire 

ranked next to Pimlott's. He was pleased with the way that the firemen had worked, despite 

the handicaps already referred to, and thought the save almost equalled that of Geddes and 

Co's premises when Pimlott's factory was destroyed. 

WHARF IN DANGER. 

At one stage there seemed to be danger of the fire extending to the end of the Smelters wharf 

and of spreading to several barges. The local harbor officials endeavored to apprise 

headquarters in Adelaide when the fire broke out, as it was considered that the wharf might 

be in danger. It was not until 5 o'clock that telephone communication could be obtained. 

Several barges belonging to the Adelaide Steamship Company were moored at the wharf, 

and under instructions from Mr Gardiner, local agent for the company, they were shifted to a 

place of safety . 

SIGHTSEERS. 

Many people made their way to the Smelters last night to view the ruins. The gates, however, 

were strongly guarded, and no one was allowed to enter unless on business. During the 

afternoon a large number of people evaded the guards, and viewed the fire from close 

quarters, though in no way hampering the work of the fire fighters. 

Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924), Wednesday 26 January 1921, page 7 

DISASTROUS FIRE 

PIRIE SMELTERS ALIGHT ALL OPERATIONS CEASE 
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HUNDREDS OF MEN IDLE. 

PLANT SUPERINTENDENT BADLY BURNED. 

After having been idle for a lengthy period on account of the Broken Hill strike the smelters at 

Port Pirie resumed nine days ago, only to cease operations again on Tuesday consequent 

upon a disasterous fire. Hundreds of men will be at once thrown upon the labor market. The 

fire broke out in the D. and L. department, and almost immediately the middle of the plant was 

well alight. The plant had been using pulverised coal for fuel in connection with the 

desulpherising of ore. The cause of the fire is said to be that a jet of flame from a burner 

ignited the coal. 

Mr. P. J. Walsh (superintendent of the plant) was near by when the fire broke out, and in 

trying to extinguish the flame was badly burned about the face and body. He was removed to 

the hospital in a serious condition. 

The fact that this plant is out of commission will mean that the whole of the smelters will be 

closed down. Material to be smelted has first to be treated in this D. and L. plant, which has 

now been totally destroyed. For some time it looked as if the new power house would be 

burned also, as on several occasions it caught alight, and the flames were only put out with 

difficulty. 

The water pleasure at the time was very poor. The roasters and H.H. plant were also slightly 

damaged. These plants had, however, been doing very little work for some time. The smelters 

only resumed operations on January 17, having been closed down since the commencement 

of the Broken Hill strike. The D. and L. plant was just getting a supply on hand, and in the 

course of a few days other parts of the works would have been working, as a start had just 

been made in the smelters and refinery department. 

These plants will now have to close down, and the unemployment at Port Pirie will be 

disastrous, as the limit was just reached when the smelters commenced operations. On 

Monday it was stated that there were 750 employed at the smelters, and that a great number 

of names of men had been taken who would have been employed in the near future. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 27 January 1921, page 1 

WORK OF THE FIRE BRIGADE 

Two firemen remained on duty all Tuesday night at the Smelters with the steam fire engine in 

case there should be any recrudescence of the fire, but their services were not needed. The 

engine was returned to the station during yesterday afternoon. 

In the course of an interview last night the superintendent of the Fire Brigade (Mr. E. W. 

Cook) took exception to a statement in "The Recorder" regarding his manipulation of the 

steam pumping plant. He emphatically denied that the steamer had been worked at two 

places, and declared that it had been worked only from the power-house sump, close to the 

burning buildings. That statement is endorsed by eye-witnesses. Mr. Cook also asserted that 

the plant had not failed before. The steamer has been in Pirie for 15 years, and on the 

occasion of its last appearance at Pimlott's fire, it worked continuously for 23 hours. On 

Tuesday afternoon it performed its work in a most satisfactory manner, and did all that could 

be expected of it. 

Mr. Cook explained that the reason for the delay in the arrival of the steamer was due to the 

fact that the pressure of water was not sufficient for the motor, and he had accordingly to 

send back to the station for the steamer. Had there been an adequate water supply the 

steamer would not have been required. Although the steamer was not equal to a motor pump, 

it could not be termed obsolete, and it gave a really good account of itself on Tuesday. 

It will be remembered that an effort was made to use the engine at the flour mill fire last year, 

and it failed. When the engine arrived at the Smelters fire it was taken first to one place to be 
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used there. That intention was abandoned, the stated reason being that it could not pull water 

from the river. Some time afterwards it was moved to a powerhouse sump, and at 4.40, more 

than an hour and a half after the alarm was given, it supplied two streams of water of good 

pressure. No doubt the brigade did its best, but the engine is certainly not of first-class type. 
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Port Pirie, 1921. Aftermath of a major fire at the smelters, January 25th 1921. Picture taken 

by my Great Great Grandfather (George Patrick Goold 1878 - 1954) 

Some more images  of the aftermath  of a major fire at the smelters, January 25th 1921... A 

lot of carnage. The D. and L. plant at the Broken Hill Associated Smelters was destroyed, and 

other property much damaged 

Pictures taken by my  Great Great Grandfather (George Patrick Goold 1878 - 1954). Read 

more extensive details by clicking here 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/565511197387080/permalink/730150994256432 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Saturday 5 March 1921, page 13 

THE PORT PIRIE FIRE. 

Port Pirie, March 4. 

In connection with the fire at the smelting works, Which occurred on January 25, and resulted 

in the destruction of the Dwight and Lloyd plant, an inquest was opened by Mr. D. C. Scott, 

S.M., coroner, and adjourned till March 11, for the purpose of allowing the company to 

complete its evidence. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Monday 14 March 1921, page 9 

THE SMELTERS FIRE. 
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CORONER'S FINDING. 

PORT PIRIE, March 11. An inquest on the fire, which took place on January 25 last, when the 

D. and L. plant at the Broken Hill Associated Smelters was destroyed, and other property 

much damaged, was held at the Court-house this morning, before Mr. D. C. Scott, S.M. 

(Coroner). Sgt. Bond conducted the proceedings for the police, and Mr. J. G. Sweeney 

appeared for the company. Mr. H. St. J. Somerset (general superintendent) was also present. 

The first witness called was Joseph Frederick Smith, analytical chemist on the staff of the 

B.H.A.S., who said that on the day of the fire he was in charge of A1 and A2 machines in the 

Dwight and Lloyd plant. During the morning he noticed that the air pressure on A1 machine 

was slightly under normal. It did not interfere with the working of the machine, because 

opening the valve a little more gave the necessary amount of air. After starting up, the 

machine worked satisfactorily throughout the day. The A1 machine was shut off at 12.55 to 

enable the fitters to repair it. This was completed at 2.30 the same afternoon. To enable this 

to be done the coal had to be removed from the hopper, put into bags, and taken away. At 

2.30 he commenced to fill the coal hopper. This was completed at 2.50. He then shut down all 

the inlets from the top-worm feed, and pushed on to the loose pulley. He tried to work A1 

machine on coal, but it was unsatisfactory, so he started on oil again. Just before the fire 

began he went down to the cracker end of the machines to regulate the flow of water. That 

occupied about a minute. When he noticed the fire he was between A1 and A2 machines. He 

saw a huge volume of black smoke, which almost immediately burst into flame, above the 

burner of A1 machine. When he left to go to the cracker the condition of both machines was 

normal. He came around the head of A1 machine, and when passing between the two 

burners saw the sample man (Scheller). He had been up taking samples. He told Scheller to 

give the alarm of fire, got the fire buckets, and threw water on to the flames and smoke at the 

burner of A1 machine. Then he went downstairs as quickly as possible, and got a hose out. 

He could not say what caused the fire. If air were prevented from coming through the jet it 

would put the flame out in the burner, but the oil would still be coming through, and this, 

striking hot ore, would volatilize. This would form a dense cloud of black smoke, which, on 

coming out and meeting the atmosphere, would become atomised, and form a combustible 

mixture. This would eventually ignite. By the Coroner— That was his opinion as to the origin 

of the fire. The start of the fire had all the appearance of combustion. The nearest person to 

the machine was Scheller. Allsop was at A3 machine. The next nearest man was 

Sanderson— at A5 machine. There were no others on the floor. The air pipes could not have 

been operated by any one else without his knowledge. Other machines were working, and 

were on the same supply, so the supply could not have been cut off. The defect of the 

morning was thoroughly remedied, and the machine had afterwards worked normally. There 

were fire buckets, extinguishers, and hose at the machine. There were three buckets at the 

head of A1 machine, and two buckets between A1 and A2, near the cracker end. There were 

three hydrants on the floor under constant pressure of 32 ft. to the square inch. He did all he 

could by throwing buckets of water on to the fire, and then got to work with the hose. There 

was a strong breeze from the south, and it swept the flames right through the structure. The 

thermometer had registered over 145 deg. Fah. At the request of the Coroner, Mr. W. Tonkin 

then gave a demonstration of the working of the air and oil pipes. Peter John Walsh, 

superintendent Dwight and Lloyd plant, said that just prior to the fire he was on top of the 

scooper hoppers. He stayed there for five or 10 minutes, and then came down the stairway to 

the next landing. He saw a dense volume of black smoke rising from A1 machine. He groped 

his way to the stairway, and ran down two flights of steps to the ground floor. He was too 

badly burnt about the head, back, and hands to take any observations. Mr. W. Tonkin was 

with him. There was no one on the floor when he got down. The D. and L. plant was closed 

from July 30, 1919. to January 17, 1921. During that period it was thoroughly overhauled and 

put in first-class order. He had all the jets over-hauled on January 18, and they were put in 

good order. Mr. Smith was fully competent, and he had always found him a good, careful 

officer. Oil ignition had been in use in Port Pirie for five years. It was used all over America, 

and was the general method of ignition. He had seen all the big plants in America in the year 

of 1917, when the company sent him to obtain special knowledge in connection with the 



Port Pirie Fire Brigade.docx 
Page 94 of 318 

SA Country Fire Service Promotions Unit 
www.fire-brigade.asn.au 

9 June 2026 

working of the D. and L. machines. Oil ignition had never caused a fire in the D. and L. plant 

before. The burner in A1 machine was of the usual type. There were extinguishers and three 

buckets between each machine, also at the head. In addition, there were hydrants and hose. 

It was a very hot day, and a strong wind was blowing from the south. On the morning of 

January 25 he had been along A floor three or four times, and the A1 machine was then in 

good working order. Mr. Smith was well qualified to operate two machines. It was an average 

man's job on that floor. In the United States the usual thing was for one man to operate from 

two to four machines. By the Coroner— He could not say what means were adopted to 

subdue the flames; he was too severely burned. Charles Henry Scheller said that on the day 

of the fire he was taking samples about 2 ft. 6 in. to 3 ft. from where the fire started (the 

burner). When he reached A1 machine from the ground floor everything appeared all right. He 

saw the flame shoot out from the burner. That was only a few seconds after he got there. He 

did not see any one about at that time. He next saw Mr. Smith, who appeared to be stooping 

down towards the burner. He called out to give the alarm of fire.  

By the Coroner— The fire rose at the burner on the machine. The flame shot from A1 to A2 

burner along the floor. He did not know what happened after he left the floor. John Richard 

Allsop said he was a junior metallurgist at the B.H.A.S. works. He came from the upper floor 

about 3.10 p.m., and saw A1 machine. The burner was then going satisfactorily. Then he 

went to A3 machine, about 30 ft. distant. He attended the coal hopper, and went to the head 

of the machine. He heard Mr. Smith, the chemist, call out. He turned round and saw flames 

coming from A1 burner towards the rear wall of the shed. The wall was 9 or 10 ft. from the 

head of the machine. He secured a chemical extinguisher, and rushed to the fire. A dark, 

sooty smoke was coming from No. 1 burner. He saw the fire was too far gone for the 

extinguisher. The steps and flooring over the machine were well alight. He went to shut off the 

oil valve, and the flame was then towards the east end of the machine. There was a strong 

south breeze, which was blowing the flames along the shed where the machines were— from 

A1 to A6. P. J. Walsh, recalled, said the floors and uprights were all of Oregon. The age of the 

building was about nine years. A great part of the timber was whitewashed with a view to 

preventing ignition.  

By the Coroner— It was not usual to build of fire-resisting material in those days. Andrew 

Ludwig Sanderson, machine man, also gave evidence. 

William Tonkin, mechanical engineer, B.H.A.S. Company, produced a sketch of the locality of 

the fire. He said that on the afternoon of January 25 he was with Mr. P. J. Walsh above the 

place of origin of the fire. There was a large black cloud of smoke and then a burst of flame. 

He jumped a distance of 18 ft. on to the pallet floor, and then could see that the flame arose 

from the burner of A1 machine. The fire had a big hold by the time he got down. While it was 

closed down he made a thorough overhaul of the whole plant both construction and 

maintenance. When the plant started in January all the ma-chines were in good running 

order. Several days prior to the starting of the plant Mr. Walsh (the D. and L. plant 

superintendent) issued an order to his department to have all the oil and air pipes through out 

the D. and W. plant— both A and B sections— put in thoroughly good order. He had a long 

experience of the D. and L. plant— in fact, since the inception of the first machine. During the 

period the ma-chines had been working not a day passed but he had made an inspection of 

the plant.  

E. W, Cook, foreman fire brigade, Port Pirie, said that on the afternoon of January 25, at 3.10, 

he received a telephone call to the smelters. On arrival he found most of the D. and L. plant 

well alight so set to work on the buildings adjacent. When they arrived the fire was too far 

advanced for him to say where it had broken out. Henry St. John Somerset, general 

superintendent B.H.A.S., said he was not present when the fire started, but was there shortly 

afterwards. Since the shut down in July, 1919, the company had spent about £48,000 in 

repairs and maintenance, and in additions and improvements to the D. and L. plant. 
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By the Coroner— The plant was in use for only about one week prior to the fire. The plant 

worked normally— that was, apart from some email stoppages. They could not run the works 

without the plant. Naturally, he could give no opinion as to the cause of the fire, as he was not 

present. He could only base his opinion on the evidence. The plant was working during the 

war. The company was on the best of terms with the men during the war, and the employes 

had worked right through without a strike. They were complimented by Gen. Pau upon the 

way they had stuck to their work. Then, again, the men rendered invaluable assistance in 

subduing the flames, and had worked night and day without one of them asking for overtime. 

He was absolutely convinced that the works were not wilfully set on fire. He had heard Mr. 

Smith give a theory as to the cause, and considered that his idea of the origin was a very 

reason-able one, taking into consideration the conditions at the time. The Coroner found—

"That the fire which destroyed the D. and L. plant and severely damaged other property of the 

Broken Hill Associated Smelters Proprietary, Limited, at Port Pirie, on January 25, 1921, 

accidentally arose by combustion at No. A1 machine at that plant, probably caused owing to 

the failure of the current of air through the jet burner, which vaporises the oil, enabling an 

excess of atomised oil to escape and to come into contact with the roasted ore." 

Port Pirie History Photos Info and Random Stuff – Facebook Page. 

Member - Stv Sard, 10 November 2020 

 

Port Pirie, 1921. Aftermath of a major fire at the smelters, January 25th 1921. Picture taken 

by my Great Great Grandfather (George Patrick Goold 1878 - 1954) 

Details: from "The Register" names highlighted for those who have relatives that may have 

worked at the Smelters or the Port Pirie Fire Brigade in 1921. 

THE SMELTERS FIRE. 

CORONER'S FINDING. 

PORT PIRIE, March 11. 

An inquest on the fire, which took place on January 25 last, when the D. and L. plant at the 

Broken Hill Associated Smelters was destroyed, and other property much damaged, was held 

at the Court house this morning, before Mr. D. C. Scott, SJM. (Coroner). 
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Sgt. Bond conducted the proceedings for the police, and Mr. J. G. Sweeney appeared for the 

company. Mr. H. St. J. Somerset (general superintendent) was also present. The first witness 

called was Joseph Frederick Smith, analytical chemist on the staff of the B.H.A.S., who said 

that on the day of the fire he was in charge of A1 and A2 machines in the Dwight and Lloyd 

plant. 

During the morning he noticed that the air pressure on Al machine was slightly under normal. 

It still not interfere with the working of the machine, because opening the valve a little more 

gave the necessary amount of air. 

After starting up, the machine worked satisfactorily throughout the day. The A1 machine was 

shut off at 12.55 to enable the fitters to repair it. This was completed at 2.30 the same 

afternoon. To enable this to be done, the coal had to be removed from the hopper, put into 

bags, and taken away. 

At 2.30 he commenced to 611 the coal hopper. This was completed at 2.50. He then shut 

down all the inlets from the top-worm feed, and pushed on to the loose pulley. He tried to 

work Al machine on coal, but it was unsatisfactory, so he started on oil again. Just before the 

fire began he went down to the cracker end of the machines to regulate the flow of water. 

That occupied about a minute. When he noticed the fire he was between A1 and A2 

machines. he saw a huge volume of black smoke, which almost immediately burst into flame, 

above the burner of A1 machine. 

When he left to go to the cracker the condition of both machines was normal. He came 

around the head of A1 machine, and when passing between the two burners saw the sample 

man (Scheller). He had been up taking samples. He told Scheller to give the alarm of fire, got 

the fire buckets, and threw water on to the flames and smoke at the burner of A1 machine. 

Then he went downstairs as quickly as possible, and got a hose out. He could not say what 

caused the fire. If air were prevented from coming through the jet it would put the flame out in 

the burner, but the oil would still be coming through, and this, striking hot ore, would volatize. 

This would form a dense cloud of black smoke, which, on coming out and meeting the 

atmosphere, would become atomised, and form a combustible mixture. This would eventually 

ignite. 

By the Coroner— That was his opinion as to the origin of the fire. The start of the fire had all 

the appearance of combustion. The nearest person to the machine was Scheller. Allsop was 

at A3 machine. The next nearest man was Sanderson— at A5 machine. There were no 

others on the floor. The air pipes could not have been operated by any one else without his 

knowledge. Other machines were working, and were on the same supply, so the supply could 

not have been cut off. 

The defect of the morning was thoroughly remedied, and the machine had afterwards worked 

normally. There were fire buckets, extinguishers, and hose at the machine. There were three 

buckets at the head of A1 machine, and two buckets between A1 and A2, near the cracker 

end. 

There were three hydrants on the floor under constant pressure of 32 ft. to the square inch. 

He did all he could by throwing buckets of water on to the fire, and then got to work with the 

hose. There was a strong breeze from the south, and it swept the flames right through the 

structure. The thermometer had registered over 145 deg. Fah. At the request of the Coroner, 

Mr. W. Tonkin then gave a demonstration of the working of the air and oil pipes. 

Peter John Walsh, superintendent Dwight and Lloyd plant, said that just prior to the fire he 

was on top of the scooper hoppers. He stayed there for five or 10 minutes, and then came 

down the stairway to the next landing. 

He saw a dense volume of black smoke rising from A1 machine. He groped his way to the 

stairway, and ran down two flights of steps to the ground floor. ; He was, too badly burnt 
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about the head, back, and hands to take any observations. Mr. W. Tonkin was with him. 

There was no one on the floor when he got down. 

The D. and L. plant was closed from July 30, 1919. to January 17. 1921. During that period it 

was thoroughly overhauled and put in first-class order. He had all the jets over hauled on 

January 18, and they were put in good order. 

Mr. Smith was fully competent, and he had always found him a good, careful officer. Oil 

ignition had been in use in Port Pirie for five years. It was used all over America, and was the 

general method of ignition. 

He had seen all the big plants in America in the year of 1917, when the company sent him to 

obtain special knowledge in connection , with the working of the D. and L. machines. Oil 

ignition had never caused a fire in the D. and L. plant before. The. burner in A1 machine was 

of the usual type. There were extinguishers and three buckets between each machine, also at 

the head. In addition, there were hydrants and hose. 

It was a very hot day, and a strong wind was blowing from the south. On the morning of 

January 25 he had been along A floor three or four times, and the A1 machine was then in 

good working order. Mr. Smith was well qualified to operate two machines. It was an average 

man's job on that floor. In the United States the usual thing was for one man to operate from 

two to four machines. 

By the Coroner— He did not say what means were adopted to subdue the flames; he was too 

severely burned. Charles Henry Scheller said that on the day of the fire he was taking 

samples about 2 ft. 0 in. to 3 ft. from where the fire started (the burner). 

When he reached. A1 machine from the ground floor everything appeared all right. He saw 

the flame shoot out from the burner. That was only a few seconds after he got there. He did 

not see any one about at that time. He next saw Mr. Smith, who appeared to be stooping 

down towards the burner. He called out to give the alarm of fire. 

By the Coroner— The fire rose at the burner on the machine. The flame shot from A1 to A2 

burner along the floor. He did not know what happened after he left the floor. 

John Richard Allsop said he was a junior metallurgist at the B.H.A.S. works. He came from 

the upper floor about 3.10 p.m., and saw A1 machine. The burner was then going 

satisfactorily. Then he went to A3 machine, about 30 ft. distant. He attended the coal hopper, 

and went to the head of the machine. 

He heard Mr. Smith, the chemist, call out. He turned round and saw flames coming from A1 

burner towards the rear wall of the shed. 

The wall was 9 or 10 ft. from the head of the machine. He secured a chemical extinguisher, 

and rushed to the fire. 

A dark, sooty smoke was coming from No. 1 burner. He saw the fire was too far gone for the 

extinguisher. The steps and flooring over the machine were well alight. He went to shut off the 

oil valve, and the flame was then towards the east end of the machine. There was a strong 

south breeze, which was blowing the flames along the shed where the machines were— from 

A1 to A6. 

P. J. Walsh, recalled, said the floors and uprights were all of Oregon. The age of the building 

was about nine years. A great part of the timber was whitewashed with a view to preventing 

ignition. 

By the Coroner— It was not usual to build of fire-resistant material in those days. Andrew 

Ludwig Sanderson, machine man, also gave evidence. 
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William Tonkin, mechanical engineer, B.HA.S. Company, produced a sketch or the locality of 

the fire. He said that on the afternoon of January 25 he was with Mr. P. J. Walsh above the 

place of origin of the fire. There was a large black cloud of smoke and then a burst of flame. 

He jumped a distance of 18 ft. on to the pallet floor, and then could see that the flame arose 

from the burner of A1 machine. The fire had a big hold by the time he got down. While it was 

closed down he made a thorough overhaul of the whole plant both construction and 

maintenance. 

When the plant started in January all the machines were in good running order. 

Several days prior to the starting of the plant Mr. Walsh (the D. and L. plant superintendent) 

issued an order to his department to have (all the oil and air pipes through out the D. and W. 

plant— both A and B sections— put in thoroughly good order. He had a long experience of 

the D. and L. plant— in fact, since the inception of the Brat machine. During the period the 

machine had been working not a day passed that he had not made an inspection of it. 

K. W. Coot, foreman fire brigade, Port Pirie, said that on the afternoon of January 25, at 3.10, 

he received a telephone call to the smelters, On. arrival he found most of the D and L plant 

well alight so set to work on the buildings adjacent, When they arrived the fire was too far 

advanced for him to say where It had broken out, Henry St. John Somerset, general 

superintendent B H.A.S., said he was not present when the fire started, but was there shortly 

afterwards, Since the Shutdown in July his company had spent 60,000 in maintenance and in 

additions and to the D and L plant. 

By the Coroner— The plant was in use for only about one week prior to the fire. The plant 

worked normally— that was, apart from some small stoppages. They could not run the works 

without the plant. Naturally, he could give no opinion to the cause of the fire, as he was not 

present. He could only base his opinion on the evidence. 

The plant was working during the war. The company was on the best of terms with the men 

during the war, and. the employees had worked right through without a strike. They were 

complimented by Gen. Pau upon the way they had stuck to their work. 

Then, again, the men rendered invaluable assistance in subduing the flames, and had worked 

night and day without one of them asking for overtime. He was absolutely convinced that the 

works were not willfully set on fire. He had heard Mr. Smith give a theory as to the cause, and 

considered that his idea of the origin was a very reasonable one, taking into consideration the 

conditions at the time. The Coroner found that the fire which destroyed the D. and L. plant 

and severely damaged other property of the Broken Hill Associated Smelters Proprietary, 

Limited, at Port Pirie, on January 25, 1921, accidentally arose by combustion at No. A1 

machine at that plant, probably caused owing to the failure of the current of air through the jet 

burner, which vaporises the oil, enabling an excess of atomised oil to escape and to come 

into contact with the roasted ore. 

The Register Monday 14 March 1921 

In Reply: 

Trevor Bailey 

The Register appears to have got the brigade foreman’s name wrong. 

His name was Ernest Cook. He came to Pirie in 1919 and was in officer in charge for 11 

years. Cook eventually became Deputy Chief Officer of the SAFB. 

He’s pictured in the photo second from right inspecting the aftermath of the smelters fire. 
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Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 7 March 1921, page 3 

PIRIE WEST FLOOD WATERS. 

(To the Editor). 

Sir,—Although it is now the best part of a week since the flood waters invaded the properties 

in Pirie West, the water has receded very little if any—and yet nothing has been done to 

alleviate the nuisance. As much as from three to four feet is in some of the yards, while one 

house has still water through it. Might I suggest, as a means of coping with the trouble that 

the corporation arrange with the fire brigade to pump out these yards with their fire engine ? 

This would not be a long process, as one yard would be drained into the other 

Yours etc., "PRO BONO PUBLICO." 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 8 March 1921, page 4 

PIRIE COUNCIL SCHEME 

DRAINING FLOODED PROPERTY. 

FIRE ENGINE TO BE EMPLOYED. 

Consideration was given at a special meeting of the Pirie Town Council last night to the 

matter of draining properties on which flood waters were lying. The mayor opened the 

discussion by reporting that a temporary culvert had been opened on York road, and a 

suggestion had been made by the surveyor that a permanent culvert should be constructed. 

In reply to a question, the surveyor stated that the area from Eighth street to the Terrace was 

practically dry. Water from the channel draining Eleventh street to York road was running 

freely. He estimated the cost of constructing a culvert at £28. 

Cr. Lacey moved that two culverts should be constructed. He thought that while they were 

doing the work they should do it properly. Some of the properties had been flooded three 

times during the past eight or ten months. The motion was seconded by Cr. Geddes and was 

carried. 
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The town clerk reported that some difficulty was being experienced in dealing with the 

accumulation of water south of Eleventh street, as a good deal of it was below the level of the 

water channels. He had had a telephone communication with Mr. Dickie (superintendent of 

the Fire Brigade in Adelaide), who was agreeable to the local brigade placing the fire engine 

and two men at the council's disposal for the purpose of pumping off the water. The council 

would be expected to pay the wages of the two men and the cost of oil and coal for the 

engine. 

The surveyor explained that the water from Eleventh and Tenth streets could be pumped into 

the Eleventh street drain, which would take the water along York road and through the North 

Park lands. 

Cr. Warren moved that the matter of draining the properties should be left in the hands of the 

mayor, Cr. Lacey, the town clerk, and the surveyor to make the necessary arrangements with 

the Fire Brigade and landowners. Cr. Pimlott seconded the motion. Cr. Geddes enquired 

whether it would be cheaper to open the old drains than to remove the water by pumping. The 

surveyor replied that the council would have to keep a man continually at work cleaning out 

the old drain, which passed through several back yards. 

Cr. Geddes thought the council should make a charge against the owners whose properties 

would be drained, otherwise it would establish a precedent, and owners of low-lying lands 

would in the future be coming along and calling upon the council to drain off the water. 

Councillors should know the extent of their liabilities. The mayor replied that it would be a 

difficult matter to apportion the cost, as there were so many properties affected. The land 

would, in the present case be drained in the interests of the health of the community. Cr. 

Warren remarked that there was 8 feet of water lying at the back of Mr. C. Morgan's property, 

and the council might be called upon to drain that. 

In reply to a question, the town clerk said the fire engine would lift 300 gallons a minute. It 

would be necessary for the council's employes to see that the water was kept flowing in the 

drain. 

Cr. Lacey stated that he would not be able to act on the sub-committee, as he would be away 

from Pirie for a few days. At Cr. Geddes' suggestion, Cr. Warren agreed to take his place. 

The town clerk stated that there would be no difficulty in draining one group of from 20 to 30 

houses. After a conversational discussion the motion was carried. The sub-committee will 

make an inspection of the properties this morning in company with the officer in charge of the 

fire brigade. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 12 March 1921, page 1 

INQUEST ON FIRE AT SMELTER PLANT 

ACCIDENTAL HAPPENING, SAYS CORONER 

EVIDENCE OF EYE WITNESSES 

SUDDEN BURST OF SMOKE AND FLAME 

CORONER'S COMMENT ON CONDUCT OF MEN. 

An inquest on the fire that destroyed the D. and L. plant at the Smelters on January 25 was 

held at the Court-house yesterday before the Coroner (Mr. D. C. Scott). Sergeant Bond 

appeared on behalf of the police, and Mr. J. G. Sweeney for the Broken Hill Associated 

Smelters, Proprietary, Ltd., to examine and cross-examine witnesses. 

Mr. Sweeney said the evidence would explain itself, and would, he thought, satisfy the 

Coroner that the fire had been accidentally caused. He would produce a copy of "The 

Recorder" of January 26, showing the temperatures at that particular period. It was the 
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seventh day of the heat wave, and at 1 p.m. the shade reading was 104 degrees. That was 

probably the reason for the fire spreading with such rapidity through the building. A southerly 

breeze was blowing at the time, and the conditions were ideal for the fire making a clean 

sweep through the D. and L. plant. Every person who was working in the vicinity at the time of 

the fire would be called to give evidence. None of the witnesses could say how the fire 

occurred. The only one who was able to hazard an opinion was Mr. Smith, but he could not 

say definitely what had caused the conflagration. 

Volume of Smoke and Flame. 

Joseph Frederick Smith, chemist, employed at the Smelters, deposed that on January 25 he 

was in charge of A1 and A2 machines, on the D. and L. plant. During the morning he noticed 

that the air pressure on No. 1 machine was slightly under normal. This did not interfere with 

the working of the machine, because by opening the air valve a little more the necessary 

amount of air was obtained. After starting, the machine worked satisfactorily. The A1 machine 

was shut off at 12.55 p.m. to enable the fitters to put on a new worm feed in the coal burner. 

That was completed at 2.30 p.m.. To enable the work to be done the coal had to be taken out 

of a hopper put in a bag and taken away. 

At 2.40 p.m. he started to fill up the coal hopper. This was finished ten minutes later, and he 

then closed down all the inlets from the top worm feed and pushed on the loose pulley. He 

then tried to start A1 machine on coal. This proved unsatisfactory, so he shut it down, and 

started it on oil. Just before the fire started he went down to the cracker end of the machine, 

on the opposite end to the burner, to regulate, the flow of water, which occupied about a 

minute. When he noticed the fire, he had just turned round between A1 and A2 machines, he 

saw a huge volume of black smoke issuing over the burner of A1 machine, and this almost 

immediately burst into flame. He was from 20 to 25 feet away from the spot. The condition of 

the machines when he left for the cracker was normal. After seeing the flame he came round 

the head of A1 machine, and as he passed between the two burners he saw the sampleman 

(Scheller) who had been up taking samples. Witness told him to go and give the fire alarm, 

while he obtained buckets of water and threw them into the flames. He next went downstairs 

as fast as he could and got a hose out. 

Witness' Opinion of Cause. 

Mr. Sweeney: Can you say what caused the fire? 

Witness: No. I have an opinion that if the air had stopped coming through the jet this would 

put the flame out of the burner, but the oil would still be coming through and this, on striking 

the hot ore and the heat of the burner would volatilize. This would form a dense cloud of black 

smoke, which is coming out and meeting the atmosphere, would become atomised, and when 

the mixture had reached the right proportions it would form a combustible mixture and 

eventually light. 

The Coroner: You practically say the origin of the fire was combustion? 

Witness : It had all that appearance. The sampleman was three or four feet away from where 

the fire started. Mr. Wilsopp was at A3 machine, about 12 feet away, and Sanderson was at 

A5 machine, 18 feet away. 

The Coroner: Could the A1 and A2 machines have been operated on by anyone but yourself 

? 

Witness: The supply could have been cut off on the mains. The other machines were working, 

and they were on the same supply. The defective working that had occurred in the morning 

had been thoroughly remedied. 

Fire-Fighting Appliances. 

The Coroner: What fire-fighting appliances were there at the machines? 
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Witness: Three fire buckets at the head of A1 machine and two between the cracker head 

and A2 machine. There were three hydrants on that floor under a constant pressure of 32 lbs. 

The water that he threw on the fire had no effect on it. The flames shot out instantaneously, 

and were swept along by the wind. The weather was exceedingly hot during the week of the 

fire, and on the day the temperature went up to 145 deg. Fahr. A cool change occurred at 

about 3 o'clock, just after the fire broke out. At this stage Mr. W. Tonkin gave a demonstration 

of the working of the oil pipes. 

Enveloped in Flames. 

Peter J. Walshe, superintendent of the D. and L. plant, deposed that he was on top of the 

super hoppers on the top floor just prior to the fire. He had been there from five to ten 

minutes, and then came down the stairway to the next landing. He then saw a dense volume 

of black smoke rising over A1 machine, about seven or eight feet away from where he was 

standing. He was two floors above the burner, and seven or eight feet out of line with it. He 

could not see the burner. Almost immediately there was a burst of flame, and he was 

enveloped. He was burned so badly that he groped his way through the flame to the stairway 

and ran down the two flights of steps to the ground. He was too badly burnt to observe any 

more. He still had burns on the hands, neck, and back. There was no one else on the floor 

except Mr. Tonkin. The D. and L. plant had been closed from July 30, 1919, until January 17, 

1921, and during that time it was thoroughly overhauled and brought into a high state of 

efficiency. On January 18 he had given an open order that oil jets were to be carefully kept 

under observation by an engineer. The jets were in working order prior to that date. He 

considered Mr. Smith, the previous witness, was quite competent, and was a good, careful 

officer. Witness had been watching his work for about a week. The machine was working on 

oil ignition. That system had been used in Pirie for five years. It was in use in all the big plants 

in America, and he might say all over the world. He had visited America in 1917 specially to 

become acquainted with the working of the D. and L. plant, and he had seen oil ignition 

engines at work. It had never caused a fire at the D. and L. plant before. The burner in use 

was of the type generally used. Regarding fire appliances, there were a number of 

extinguishers on the floor, also buckets at the head of and between each machine, and 

hydrants for the hoses. He thought there was a sufficiency of fire appliances. There were 

exceptional circumstances on the day of the fire, viz., exceptional heat and a strong southerly 

wind. He had been past the machine several times that morning, and it was in tip-top order. 

He considered that Mr. Smith was well able to operate two machines, which was an ordinary 

man's job. In America one man looked after from two to four machines. 

Sampler's Evidence. 

Charles Henry Scheller, sampler at the Smelters, deposed that about 3 p.m. on January 25 

he went to A floor to take a sample of raw material from A1 machine, and was from two feet 

six inches to three feet away from the burner where the fire started. Everything seemed to be 

all right when he went to the machine. He was holding a shovel to take a sample, when he 

saw a flame shoot up from the burner. That was only a few seconds after he got there. The 

flame shot over from Al to A2 machine, which would be from south to north. He did not notice 

anyone about at the time. Next he saw Mr. Smith, who appeared to be stooping down towards 

the burner. Smith sang out to witness to give the alarm, and he went down the steps and met 

Mr. Campbell just around the corner from the office, about 30 or 40 feet away. Prior to that he 

called out "Fire !" He could not say what caused the fire. 

The Coroner: Can you give any opinion as to the cause? 

Witness: No; I have no idea. The flames shot along the floor to A2 machine. He had time to 

get away, but he did not know what happened afterwards. 

John Richard Allsopp, assistant metallurgist at the Smelters, deposed that on the afternoon of 

the fire he was on A3 and A4 machines. The latter was closed down. 
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Burner Working Well. 

He came down the steps at about ten minutes past three and passed A1 machine. The burner 

was working satisfactorily. He went immediately to A3 machine, about 30 feet away, attended 

the coal hopper, and went to the head of the machine, when he heard Mr. Smith call out. 

Witness turned round and saw smoke and flames coming from A1 burner to the rear wall of 

the machine, about nine or ten feet from the head of the machine. He seized a chemical 

extinguisher and ran to the spot. Dark, sooty smoke was issuing, but there was no sign of the 

flames coming towards him. He went through the smoke and dropped the extinguisher; but he 

could see it was hopeless, as the steps and flooring over the machine were well alight. He 

shut off the oil valve that led to A1 machine. The flames were then burning the wood 

overhead, and were spreading along the floor to the east. There was a strong south breeze, 

and he was able to stand at the south side of the machine and watch the flames spreading 

towards the six machines. 

Witness Recalled. 

Mr. Walshe was recalled and stated that the floors and uprights in the building were 

constructed of oregon. The age of the building was about nine years. A great part of the 

timber was white-washed. At the time that it was built it was not usual to use fire-resisting 

material. He supposed that this would be necessary now. 

(Continued on Page 3.) 

INQUEST ON THE FIRE AT SMELTER PLANT. 

(Continued from Page 1.) 

Saw Fire Leap Up. 

Andrew Ludwig Sanderson, machinist, deposed that he was looking after A5 machine on A 

section of the D. and L. plant on January 25, about 25 feet away from the scene of the fire. 

Shortly after 3 p.m. he was on the north side of the machine, regulating the valves on the 

burner, when he saw the fire leaping up in the vicinity of A1 machine. He could not see any 

portion of the machine from where he was. He started work at 8 a.m. that day. and everything 

was working normally. He passed A1 machine half a dozen times during the day, and did not 

see anything unusual. Allsopp, Smith and himself were the only three persons working on that 

floor on the afternoon of the fire. 

Working of Burner Explained. 

William Tonkin, mechanical engineer, produced a sketch of the oil burner, and explained its 

working. He deposed that on the afternoon of January 25, just before 3 o'clock, he was on the 

top floor with Mr. Walshe. They had occasion to proceed to the tripper floor to inspect a 

device that was attached to the tripper for the better distribution of the concentrates. After the 

inspection they descended to the next floor, and after being there for about two or three 

minutes, he noticed a huge black cloud arise, which then burst into flames, almost 

immediately underneath where they were standing. There was no time for hesitation, and he 

said to Mr. Walshe they had better get down as quickly as possible. He assumed that Mr. 

Walshe walked down, but he jumped from the top landing to the pilot floor. Upon looking up 

he saw that the flames had a good hold near A1 machine. During the time that the D. and L. 

plant was closed down, there was made a thorough overhaul of the plant, both of construction 

and maintenance. When the plant started in January all the machines were in good running 

order. Several days prior to the starting of the plant, Mr. Walshe issued an order to the 

department which he supervised to have all the oil and air pipes throughout the D. and L. 

plant, including A and B sections, put in thoroughly good order. That meant that it would be 

necessary to detach the pipes from the various connections, and have them thoroughly blown 

out. That was done, and they were all in thorough order. He passed A1 machine when going 

to the top floor just before 3 o'clock, and the machine was then in good going order. If there 
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had been anything wrong with the machine he would have noticed it immediately. His 

experience with the D. and L. plant dated back to the installation of the first machine, and not 

a day had passed but what he had been working on the machines. 

Mr. Sweeney: You have grown together. 

Fire Chief's Testimony. 

Ernest W. Cook, officer in charge of the Pirie Fire Brigade, gave evidence as to an alarm 

having been received by telephone from the Smelters at 3.10 p.m. on January 25. On arrival 

at the Smelters he found part known as the D. and L. Plant well alight. He set to work with the 

men on the adjoining buildings. The fire was too far advanced for him to state where it has 

broken out. 

Cost of Repairs and Maintenance. 

Henry St. J. Somerset, general superintendent of the B.H.A.S. at Pirie, deposed that he was 

not at the Smelters when the fire started, but he was on the scene shortly afterwards. Since 

the plant shut down in July, 1919, the company had spent about £42.000 in repairs and 

maintenance and in additions and improvements to the D. and L. plant. He included the bins 

and other portions of the plant, in addition to the buildings that housed the machines. There 

was really nothing that he knew about the fire. The plant had been in use for a week prior to 

the fire, and it worked normally, apart from small stoppages. The D. and L. plant had been 

working all through the war. 

Good Relations with Employes. 

The Coroner: is the company on good terms with its employes? 

Mr. Somerset: Yes, the relations are exceptionally good. The men worked throughout the war 

without a strike, and it is one of the big industries in Australia that can claim such a record. 

The employes were complimented upon their work by General Pau. They rendered every 

assistance in helping to subdue the flames, and many of them worked overtime. He was 

absolutely convinced that the fire had not been caused wilfully. Mr. Smith's opinion, as to the 

cause of the fire appeared to be a very reasonable one. 

Mr Sweeney intimated that this concluded the evidence of all the persons who were in the 

vicinity of the D. and L. plant at the time of the Coroner's Finding and Remarks. The coroner 

inquired whether any other persons desired to give evidence, and announced that now was 

the time for them to come forward. There being no response, the coroner proceeded to give 

his finding. There was, he said, something pathetic in the destruction of the D. and L. 

machinery, and in the consequent throwing out of employment of 2500 men who had 

rendered such valuable service during the war. The men had worked loyally, and in such a 

manner as to call forth a high eulogy from such a distinguished personage as General Pau. 

The men had set an example to the whole of the world, and he did not know that it could be 

said of any other munition workers that they had kept going without a strike. These men were 

now rendered workless, with a resultant great loss to the Smelters Company. Owing to the 

courtesy of Mr Somerset, he had made an inspection of the ruins just after the flames had 

swept through the building, and had found nothing left but desolation and waste. It was most 

depressing to see the beautiful machinery lying there burnt and destroyed, a desolate waste. 

However, there was one bright spot, and that was the splendid assistance and conduct which 

had actuated the employes in fighting the flames, at the risk of their lives, and doing all they 

possibly could to save the company's property. He understood that not one of the men had 

put down his name for overtime. That was indeed a bright spot, and reflected the greatest 

credit on the men and the management. No doubt, such conduct would be an encouragement 

to the company to do all it possibly could to see that the men were not deprived of 

employment any longer than was absolutely necessary. That the men would suffer hardships 

before work was resumed, went without saying, but the good feeling existing between the 

men and the management had been consolidated by the former's action, and would doubtless 
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encourage the company to do all that it could, consistent with the welfare of the shareholders, 

to see that the men got employment as soon as possible. 

"Really No Scope for Inquiry." 

With such a spirit existing between the employes and employers, an inquiry into the cause of 

the fire seemed altogether unnecessary. That was the opinion he had formed when the police 

report was submitted to him at the time. There really seemed to be no scope for an inquiry. It 

seemed impossible for any malicious person to creep in and cause the fire. Indeed, anyone 

would have run a tremendous risk in endeavoring to do so at such well managed works. They 

would put aside all suggestion that the fire had been caused wilfully. Still they had to bear in 

mind that it might have been caused through criminal carelessness or negligence. In that 

connection the principal evidence was given by Mr. Smith, which showed that there was 

nobody in the building who was likely to set the place alight, and there was no opportunity for 

anyone to have done so. Mr Smith was in complete charge of the plant. It was broad daylight, 

and the air pumps had not been interfered with by anyone outside the building. The opinion of 

the witness was that the fire was probably caused by combustion in the manner outlined by 

him. He (the coroner) could find as a fact upon the evidence that had been submitted that the 

cause of the fire was combustion. On the face of it there could be no charge or suggestion of 

a charge of carelessness. The exceptional heat had to be taken into account, and the last day 

had probably played up with the machine. However, the fire was purely accidental. The 

evidence showed that the plant was in thoroughly good order. No fault could be found with the 

machinery, which was a nearly perfect as it could possibly be. It was shown that the company 

had provided ample fire appliances, but these would have little effect on a fire caused by 

combustion. One had only to look at the debris to realise the risks that the men had run when 

trying to subdue the flames. He, therefore, could come to no other conclusion than that:— 

"The fire which destroyed the D. and L. plant at the Smelters on January 25, and seriously 

damaged adjacent buildings, accidentally arose from combustion at the A1 machine, and that 

such combustion was probably caused owing to the failure of the current of air through the jet-

burner, which vaporises the oil, which allowed an excess of atomised oil to escape and come 

in contact with the roasted ore." 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 4 April 1921, page 1 

BOOTSHOP AFIRE 

BRIGADE MAKES GOOD SAVE. 

Damage Estimated at Under £100 

Excitement was created among the street promenaders in Pirie on Saturday night by an alarm 

of fire at 10 o'clock. There was an immediate rush to Alexander street, where smoke was 

observed to be issuing from Mr. J. H. Staite's boot shop. 

The alarm was given by Messrs. B. Telford and A. Williams, who had just left the Institute. 

They were walking along on the road, when they noticed flames shoot up on the eastern wall 

inside the building. The alarm at the intersection of Alexander and Florence streets was 

broken by Mr. Telford, and the fire brigade was promptly on the scene. 

It was necessary to break open one of the glass doors so that the brigade might commence 

operations. Care had to be taken in the use of water to avoid damage to the stock, and 

salvage sheets were used to protect the goods. Two chemical fire extinguishers were used 

also and the outbreak was promptly subdued. There was an extraordinarily good pressure of 

water, 60 lbs. to the inch, compared with the usual pressure of 45 lbs. The sudden rush of 

water, somewhat surprised the firemen, with the result that numbers of spectators who had 

gathered in close proximity to the building to obtain a better view, received a drenching. 
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The building is owned by Mager's estate, and the lessee is Mr. Bartlett, of the Royal 

Exchange Hotel. Mr. Staite is the sub-lessee of one portion, while Mr. J. Pittman, fruiterer, 

occupies the shop adjoining the hotel. The fire started in Mr. Staite's office, and the damage 

was restricted to the shop fittings and a small quantity of boots hanging on the wall. The 

telephone and fittings were consumed. The amount of the damage is estimated at from £60 to 

£80. 

Mr. Staite left the premises at 9.40 p.m., and he was advised by telephone that a fire had 

broken out. Upon his return he stated that everything was secure when he closed for the 

night. His stock is insured for £2,300. All the doors were locked when the fire brigade started 

operations. 

There is no doubt that had it not been for the prompt arrival of the brigade, there would have 

been a disastrous blaze, as the contents of the building were highly inflammable. The work of 

the brigade was favorably commented upon, and superintendent Cook was praised for the 

good save effected. 

Constable V. V. Kennedy is making inquiries, and will submit his report to the coroner to-day. 

Friday 15th April 1921 - Fire in Pirie West School, Foreman E. W. Cook in charge. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 16 April 1921, page 2 

Fire in Pirie West School 

About 7.30 p.m. yesterday Mr. Perry, of Pirie West, noticed smoke issuing from a ventilator of 

one of the rooms at the Pirie West school. He notified the fire brigade, which turned out 

promptly. On arrival at the school it was discovered that the cupboard of Mr. S. Edwards' 

room was well alight. Access was gained to the room, and the fire was quickly extinguished. 

The fire had not extended outside the cupboard, but all the contents of the cupboard were 

either destroyed or badly damaged. The cupboard contained all the scholars' school exercise 

books, besides their pencils and Mr. Edwards lost a new tennis racquet, new pair of tennis 

shoes, and other personal property including books. His loss is estimated at about £12. 

The cupboard suffered most, as the only other damage was to the blackboard which was 

scorched, as also was a table and desk. The walls were rather blackened by smoke, but 

otherwise the room was not damaged. 

During the day, Constable G. F. Sessle made enquiries, and submitted his report to the acting 

coroner, Mr. R. G. Symonds, J.P., who deemed an inquest unnecessary, although no cause 

of the fire can be found. 

None of the lost property is insured as the Government does not insure such buildings, but 

the children will probably be compensated for their loss, and the teacher, Mr. Edwards, also 

hopes to get compensation. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 14 June 1921, page 1 

PARTNER FINDS FIRE IN STORE 

BLAZE SUBDUED QUICKLY. 

JUGS OF WATER SAVE SYMONDS BROS' 

A disastrous fire was narrowly averted last night at the extensive business premises of 

Messrs. Symonds Bros., situated on the corner of Alexander and Florence-streets. Shortly 

after 7.30 Mr. Harold Symonds (one of the partners) had occasion to enter the building prior 

to attending a choir practice, and his attention was immediately attracted by smoke which 

filled the establishment. Investigation showed that the location of the fire was in the produce 

room at the rear of Messrs. Blight Bros.' office, and facing the right-of-way separating Mr. W. 

F. Weideman's furniture emporium. Mr. Symonds, jun., endeavored to quell the fire, but as he 
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could procure only a jug with which to carry water to the burning spot, he signalled to some 

passers-by to summon the fire brigade. 

Upon the arrival of the brigade it was found that Mr. Symonds had the situation well in hand, 

and upon a line of hose being run out the task of quelling the outbreak was quickly 

accomplished. 

The damage was confined to a quantity of bags of flour and pollard, which emitted dense 

smoke, and made it appear as if the fire had secured a firm hold. 

The produce room is equipped with a fireplace, in which rubbish is daily burnt, so that none 

may be left lying about the floor. Everything appeared to be quite safe when the premises 

were closed at six o'clock, but apparently a spark lodged in some material on the floor during 

the day, and smouldered until a bag of pollard became ignited. The actual damage to the 

produce is estimated at under £10, but it was not known last night what damage had been 

caused by the smoke to the other departments. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 28 July 1921, page 2 

Local and General 

A False Alarm. 

Mild excitement was caused in Ellen street yesterday morning, when, with its whistles 

blowing, the fire brigade motor engine tore down the street towards the Smelters. People left 

their offices and shops, to stand on the footpaths, and watched the vehicle until out of sight. 

Speculation took place as to whether there was another fire at the Smelters. A few minutes 

later, however, the engine returned, and it was ascertained that the sounding of the siren of 

the collier Grelwen, on entering port, was the cause of all the excitement. It was mistaken for 

the Smelters fire alarm. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 29 August 1921, page 2 

Local and General 

Fire at Solomontown. 

The Pirie fire brigade was called out at a quarter to one yesterday morning to a five-roomed 

wooden and iron house in Afford road, Solomontown, to quell a fire that had broken out in the 

kitchen. The house was situated beyond the area served by the water mains, and the 

conflagration was subdued by the application of two chemical fire extinguishers and buckets 

of water. The damage was restricted to the kitchen. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 31 August 1921, page 2 

Local and General 

Last night the Pirie Fire Brigade was called to the wineshop of Mr J. McCormack, in 

Alexander street. On arrival it was found that a large quantity of paper stored beneath a 

staircase was alight. The brigade arrived at the early stage of the fire, and was able to 

extinguish it before the flames got a grip of the place. No serious damage was done, but had 

the fire been unchecked a few minutes longer it would have attained dangerous proportions. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 1 September 1921, page 2 

Local and General 

Information published in "The Recorder" yesterday regarding a fire in Alexander street, gave 

the location as Mr McCormack's wineshop. That was inaccurate, for the blaze was among 

some old papers, stripped from a hoarding, which had been piled beneath a staircase leading 

to the Excelsior band room. The staircase is in a yard behind the wineshop, but there is no 



Port Pirie Fire Brigade.docx 
Page 108 of 318 

SA Country Fire Service Promotions Unit 
www.fire-brigade.asn.au 

9 June 2026 

egress from the latter to the yard. The report was supplied by the Fire Brigade, which was 

under a misapprehension regarding the tenancy of the yard. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 1 October 1921, page 1 

SMALL FIRE AT BARRIER HOTEL. 

BOX OF KAPOK IGNITED. 

Shortly before 10 o'clock last night the Pirie Fire Brigade received a call from the Barrier 

Hotel, in consequence of an outbreak of fire in a box of kapok standing in a shed at the rear of 

the hotel. There was a barrel of tar standing in the shed, and fears were entertained lest it 

should be ignited with serious results. 

Inmates of the hotel and others who had been attracted to the scene by the smoke and blaze, 

got to work vigorously with buckets and bags, and all danger was averted prior to the arrival 

of the brigade. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 9 November 1921, page 2 

Local and General 

Grass Fire at Pirie West. 

On Monday night the fire brigade was called out to a fire in York-road, Pirie West, opposite 

Mr. A. Milnes' butcher shop. The brigade arrived on the scene in good time, and found that it 

was only a grass fire, which they suppressed with a few buckets of water. 

Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922), Tuesday 15 November 1921, page 1 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE 

A PROMPT BRIGADE. 

Port Pirie, November 15. 

Despite the fact that there was a strong southerly wind blowing the fire brigade, under Station-

Officer E. W. Cook, made a splendid save at the fire at Solomontown last night. A call was 

received from the Globe Hotel to a fire in a wooden six roomed structure opposite the hotel. 

This was well alight on the arrival of the brigade. Adjacent were two houses, the nearest 

being 3 ft. from the burning building, while a 12-ft. right-of-way separated the second and third 

buildings. The second house was also alight. A good pressure of water was available, and the 

firemen were able to confine the flames to the two more southerly buildings. The six-roomed 

house, which was very old wooden one, was practically destroyed, while the second house 

also sustained damage. The first house is owned by Mr. J. Robinson, of Solomontown, and 

was unoccupied. It was insured in the Royal Insurance Company for £200 and in the Norwich 

Union for £200. Mr. W. S. Starke owns the second house, and this carried insurance of £225 

in the Royal Insurance Company. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 15 November 1921, page 1 

FIRE AT SOLOMONTOWN 

SIX-ROOMED HOUSE DESTROYED. 

ADJOINING COTTAGE GUTTED. 

Shortly after 10 o'clock last night the Pirie Fire Brigade received a call from the Globe Hotel, 

Solomontown. Upon proceeding to the spot it was found that a six-roomed house on the 

opposite side of the road was in flames. The place is owned by Mr J. Robinson, and it has 

been empty for some months. The recent spell of hot weather had made the weatherboard 

highly inflammable, and the flames quickly spread to the adjoining cottage, owned by Mr W. 
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S. Starke, and occupied by Mrs Christie. The latter was not at home at the time, but willing 

workers removed the greater part of the furniture and contents of the house prior to the arrival 

of the brigade. The premises were completely gutted. 

A third cottage, also owned by Mr Starke, and occupied by Mr Jackson, was threatened. The 

furniture was removed to a place of safety. Fortunately the wind changed slightly, and that 

assisted the brigade in saving the place from destruction. In the meantime the unoccupied 

house had been burning fiercely, and when it was seen that the spread had been checked, 

the firemen devoted their energies to subduing that fire. The pressure of water was poor, and 

the building was practically demolished. A large crowd of spectators watched the progress of 

the fire, and it was considered that the firemen had accomplished all that could reasonably 

have been expected of them. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 30 November 1921, page 4 

FALSE ALARM OF FIRE. 

About 11.45 last night the Pirie Fire Brigade was summoned from the alarm at the mill corner 

of Ellen street. The rush of the engine along Ellen street created some excitement, and it was 

imagined that another fire had occurred at the Smelters. On arrival at the point of alarm it was 

discovered that nothing was amiss, and the engine returned to the station. 

Wooroora Producer (Balaklava, SA : 1909 - 1940), Thursday 1 December 1921, page 4 

PORT PIRIE. 

November 26. 

ALLEGED LOW PRESSURE OF WATER.—Contrary to the information supplied by the Fire 

Brigade authorities, who described the pressure as "splendid," Cr Warren, at Monday's 

Council meeting, said he had been informed that there was a poor pressure during a recent 

fire at Solomontown. He said that Solomontown and the southern portion of West Ward were 

suffering from the low pressure. He moved that the attention of the Hydraulic Engineer be 

directed to the matter. Residents had great difficulty in protecting their gardens, and it was not 

right that in case of an outbreak of fire there should be no chance of saving the place 

attacked. There was ample water in the reservoirs, and what was responsible for the low 

pressure he could not understand. Cr Lacey seconded the motion. A similar complaint he 

said, was made about the end of last summer, and an improvement was afterwards effected. 

The motion was carried. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 2 December 1921, page 4 

FIRE AT SOLOMONTOWN 

Shortly after 8 o'clock last night the Pirie Fire Brigade received a call from Solomontown. The 

outbreak of fire was in a four-roomed cottage, situated on Railway Terrace, near the station, 

and occupied by Mr. E. M. Turner. The building was about forty years old and as the fire had 

secured a strong hold before the alarm was given, the place was completely destroyed. The 

house was insured in the Mutual Marine Company for £200. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 7 December 1921, page 1 

Solomontown Fires 

TWO UNOCCUPIED COTTAGES DESTROYED. 

In response to a call from Solomontown at 12.30 o'clock yesterday morning, the Pirie Fire 

Brigade motored to Geddes road, where an outbreak of fire was noticed by Mr Miller, an 

employe of the Smelters, while returning home from work. The fire started in an unoccupied 

cottage of three rooms, at the back of the Globe Hotel, owned by Mr G. Coleman, of Adelaide. 

It and a similar adjoining building, also owned by Mr Coleman, were destroyed. The two 
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places have been untenanted for a long period, and were without doors or windows. They 

were used as camping resorts by drunks and other undesirables. 

Another unoccupied house, owned by Mrs Rogers, was threatened, but as there was a 

splendid pressure of water, about 70 lbs to the inch, the building escaped with the charring of 

the outside walls. The destroyed cottages were insured in the Scottish Insurance Company 

for £100 each. 

Constable P. W. Ferguson made inquiries yesterday into the fire, and submitted his report to 

the coroner (Mr D. C. Scott). The latter reserved his decision until a reply is received from the 

insurance company concerned. An adjuster arrived from Adelaide last night. 

The brigade was called to Solomontown again, at 4.35 yesterday afternoon, to quell a fire in 

an outhouse at the rear of the houses known as Coleman's row, on the Solomontown road, 

which is also owned by Mr G. Coleman. In that case, the damage was trifling. 

GRASS FIRE CAUSES ALARM. 

Some excitement was caused at midday yesterday by an outbreak of fire in the grass on the 

park lands adjoining the Pirie Hospital. As the flames were spreading in the direction of 

Bowden's timber mills, the fire brigade was summoned. No difficulty was experienced in 

getting the fire under control. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 12 December 1921, page 2 

Local and General 

Fire on The Terrace. 

An old and dilapidated four-roomed weatherboard house, No. 213, The Terrace, owned by 

the Moffat Estate, was destroyed by fire at 7.30 o'clock yesterday morning. The flames had a 

firm hold before the alarm reached the Fire Brigade, and there was no chance of saving the 

building. A house next door was in danger for a while, but the brigade was able when it 

arrived to protect it successfully. There was an insurance of £200 on the place, which was 

vacated on Saturday by Mrs. Reynolds and her son-in-law (Mr. Parham). The police are 

making inquiries into the cause of the fire, and will submit a report to the coroner this morning. 

1922 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Monday 2 January 1922, page 10 

FIFTH FIRE AT THE SAME PLACE. 

Port Pirie, January 1. 

The Fire Brigade, under Foreman Cook made a prompt response to a call received at 1.30 

this morning. On proceeding to the back of Messrs. Fred Grey & Company's auction mart, in 

a lane between the rimn's premises and the Commonwealth coal gantries they found a 

number of empty cases ablaze. The police, who gave the alarm, had already done what they 

could to put the fire out, and the brigade soon had the fire extinguished. This is the fifth time 

that the brigade has been called to deal with a fire at this spot. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 2 January 1922, page 2 

Local and General 

New Year's Morning Blaze. 

An alarm of fire was conveyed to the Pirie Fire Brigade at 1.35 o'clock on Sunday morning, 

and the brigade immediately proceeded to the rear of Messrs. Fred Grey and Co's. auction 

mart. In a yard that is used as a depot for empty boxes and rubbish, some cases were ablaze, 

and these in turn alighted the poultry coops along the southern fence. The fire was quickly 

extinguished, and the amount of the damage was only trifling. In the earlier part of the 
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evening some lads had congregated in the yard for the purpose or obtaining a free view of the 

circus in the Coo-ee open-air theatre adjoining, and it is believed that one of them must have 

dropped a cigarette butt on to some rubbish, which smouldered until it burst out into flames. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 3 January 1922, page 2 

Local and General 

Grass Fire. 

At midday yesterday a grass fire that had started outside the south-western boundary of the 

town, near the new brickworks, became so extensive and threatening that an appeal for 

assistance was sent to the Pirie Fire Brigade. A gang of men was sent out, and they beat out 

the fire before it had done material damage. It covered a wide area extending from the 

brickworks to the vicinity of "Lealholme.” 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 4 January 1922, page 1 

ANOTHER GRASS FIRE. 

The south-western corner of Pirie is too prolific in grass fires for the comfort of residents. 

Early on Monday afternoon there was one just beyond the town boundary. Yesterday 

afternoon there was another, within the boundary. It was located on the Risdon Park estates, 

west of The Terrace, among the cluster of recently built villas. 

In the absence of the men the women tackled the flames and kept the fire from spreading 

fast. A message to town brought help from the fire brigade, and what remained of the fire was 

quickly beaten out. Little damage was done. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Tuesday 7 February 1922, page 6 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

PORT PIRIE, February 6.— A fire in Vera Street, Ellendale, this afternoon destroyed a house 

and shop occupied by Mr. Clem Smith, agent for the Singer Sewing Machine Company, with 

the contents. The premises were insured for £350. A house of eight rooms next door, owned 

and occupied by Mr. F. J. Groves, was also destroyed, but the furniture was saved. This 

house was not insured. The next house occupied by Mr. J. J. Bromilow, was damaged. The 

brigade under Station Officer E. W. Cook, smartly responded to the call, but the water 

pressure was poor. In the case of Mr. Bromilow's house, the brigade made a splendid save by 

pulling down a back building. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 7 February 1922, page 1 

Fire at Ellendale 

TWO BUILDINGS ARE DESTROYED 

Vera street, Ellendale, was the scene of a disastrous fire yesterday afternoon, whereby a 

house and shop occupied by Mr. Clem P. Smith, and an eight-roomed house owned and 

occupied by Mr. Fred Groves were completely destroyed, and a house occupied by Mr. John 

Joseph Brownlow was badly scorched. 

Alarm was given to the Fire Brigade at 25 minutes to 5, and no time was lost in proceeding to 

the scene. The fire originated in the residence of Mr Smith, which was a wood and iron house 

of three rooms, kitchen, and bathroom, with a shop conjoined. The latter was used as a depot 

for machines and accessories for the Singer Sewing Machine Company of which Mr. Smith is 

the Pirie agent. The greater part of the furniture, and several machines were consumed with 

the house. Mr. Smith was in Solomontown when he received word that the place was on fire. 

The firemen worked desperately to restrict the blaze to Mr. Smith's house, but they were 

handicapped by a poor pressure of water. After the sweltering heat of the past three days the 
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timber was highly inflamable, and the flames shot across to the residence of Mr. Fred Groves, 

which was from eight to ten feet away, and in a short space of time the building was a mass 

of ruins. Fortunately, the greater part of the furniture had been removed to a place of safety 

on the road. Mr. Groves was in town when the outbreak occurred, and upon arriving home he 

collapsed. He was not in the best of health, as he sustained injuries at the Orroroo races on 

Saturday as the result of a horse that he was riding bolting and crashing through a barbed 

wire fence. 

The residence of Mr. Brownlow was next threatened. The portion nearest Mr. Groves' house 

was considerably scorched, and part of the washhouse was pulled down to prevent the 

flames from obtaining a hold. The efforts of the firemen were successful, and the property 

was saved. 

It is understood that there was an insurance of £350 on Mr. Smith's house, but Mr. Groves will 

be a heavy loser, as his property was uninsured. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 7 February 1922, page 1 

ELECTRIC FUSING DECLARED CAUSE. 

WATER PRESSURE POOR. 

According to a statement made last night by the fire brigade superintendent (Mr Cook) the 

cause of the fire was the fusing of an electric iron that was being used by a girl in Mr Smith's 

house. Mr Smith had no insurance on his furniture. Mr Groves will be a severe loser, as 

neither his house nor furniture were insured, and his loss will be upwards of £900. 

As to the water supply, Mr Cook characterised it as "rotten." There was not sufficient pressure 

to throw the water more than 12 feet from the branch. Had there been a reasonable pressure, 

it would have been possible to save the second house. There was only a three-inch main in 

that locality, and the matter of an improved supply should have received attention years ago. 

Enquiries were made by Constable R. E. Martin into the circumstances attending the fire, and 

his report will be submitted to the coroner this morning. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 14 February 1922, page 4 

ELLENDALE FIRE. 

CRITICISM OF WATER PRESSURE. 

Cr Lacey moved that the Fire Brigades Board should be requested to furnish a report in 

connection with the recent fire at Ellendale, setting forth the time that the brigade reached the 

spot after receiving the alarm, also the water pressure, with a request that such particulars 

should be furnished after every fire. He understood that the water pressure at Ellendale was 

extraordinarily bad. Had the council known that the pipes were in such a state, it would not 

have allowed such a condition of affairs to continue. The council paid the fire brigade rate, 

and it was entitled to the information. The motion was seconded by Cr Geddes and was 

carried. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 28 February 1922, page 2 

Brigade Averts Big Fire 

BLAZE AT REAR OF ELLEN STREET SHOP. 

Smart work by the Pirie Fire Brigade, aided by a splendid pressure of water, was responsible 

for averting a disastrous conflagration yesterday afternoon in the central business portion 

bounded by Ellen, Alexander, Florence, and David streets. An alarm was given shortly before 

3.30 o'clock, when smoke was observed to be arising from the stalls at the rear of Messrs 

Goode Bros.' business premises, and Mr F. R. Taylor's stationery shop. 
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A lad employed by Mr. Taylor was engaged in cleaning a motor car, in a shed, when he 

noticed flames issuing from a small room adjoining that was used for fish curing purposes, in 

which the fire apparently started. He hurriedly called Mr. Taylor, who just had time to rescue 

the car, with the flames leaping around him. There was another car in the shed, an old 

double-seater Chevrolet, and that was destroyed, with a buggy and a small stock of petrol. 

Mr. Taylor's losses are estimated at £300. The insurance on the car had recently expired, and 

as Mr. Taylor intended to sell it he did not take out another policy. 

A workroom, owned by Mr. Taylor, and stocked with mouldings and varnish, was next 

threatened, but the brigade was equal to the occasion and kept the fire from spreading. 

In the meantime the flames had attacked Messrs Goode Bros' stables, and after licking up a 

few of the stalls the brigade checked it. A brick cottage at the back of the stables, owned by 

Kinnear's Estate, was in danger for a while, but the premises escaped with a scorching. 

Besides the loss suffered by Mr. Taylor, the fire destroyed a set of harness belonging to Mr. 

M. Cappo, and another owned by Mr. Frangos. 

The fire was witnessed by a large crowd of spectators, who freely complimented the brigade 

upon the good save effected, The Waterworks Department's foreman also came in for 

commendation for his prompt arrival and assistance to the brigade. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 28 February 1922, page 1 

PRESSURE AT ELLENDALE. 

In reply to the Pirie Town Council's request for information regarding a recent fire at Ellendale, 

the secretary to the Fire Brigades Board, Adelaide, forwarded the following report by the 

station officer: "There was no time lost after receiving the call, and no delay in either getting to 

the scene of the fire or to work off the mains. The approximate time from receiving the call to 

the arrival at the fire was 2½ minutes. The water pressure was 12 lb. Cr. Warren (at last 

night's meeting of the council): Is that 12 lb a foot? Cr. Lacey: 12 lb. a house. (Laughter). The 

Mayor: There must have been 100 lb pressure at to-day's fire. 

Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922), Tuesday 21 March 1922, page 1 

GREAT DAMAGE DONE. 

Port Pirie, March 21. 

A disastrous fire took place at the premises of the Port Pirie Furniture Company in Alexander-

street last night, about 10 o'clock. The flames were noticed by a lad named Smith, who gave 

the alarm. The timely arrival of the fire brigade Under Station-Officer W. E. Cook, and his 

subsequent judgment in directing its efforts, prevented what would undoubtedly have proved 

a great disaster. The Furniture Company's loss is very severe, while Messrs. T. Bowden & 

Sons, timber merchants, whose premises adjoin, also suffered extensive damage. 

Messrs. Symonds Bros.' establishment is separated from the Furniture Company's by Blight 

Bros.' offices, and had the flames spread to the eastward nothing could have prevented the 

whole block, extending into Florence-street, from being burnt. Sergeant T. O. Matting, who 

was at the scene of the fire, realised the danger. He and a fireman brought a line of hose from 

Florence-street through the back of Symonds Bros.' property, and thus averted the danger. 

Mr. F. V. Wiedeman is the manager of the Furniture Company. Part of the premises is owned 

by Mr. H. Smerdon, and the remainder, which is used as a store and motor garage, is owned 

by the town council. There are insurances on the property destroyed, but it is stated that the 

owners will be great losers nevertheless. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 21 March 1922, page 1 

WEIDEMANN'S STOCK PARTLY DESTROYED. 
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Firemen Make Remarkable Save 

LAZE IN CENTER OF INFLAMMNABLE BLOCK. 

As a result of having a smart fire brigade the row of buildings on the south side of Alexander 

street, between Florence and Gertrude streets, is standing to-day. For a time last night it 

seemed that a fire which seemed to have started in Weidemann's furniure shop would destroy 

the block, and people living in adjacent premises fronting Florence street felt anxious about 

their property. As it was part of Bowden & Son's property was destroyed. 

The fire was noticed about 10 o'clock at night by a lad named A. J. Smith, who at once called 

out the fire brigade. There was a prompt response to the summons and a few minutes later 

lines of hose were being connected with hydrants, and an attack was being directed by 

Station-officer Cooke. There was a strong pressure of water so that although the flames had 

obtained a good hold of the premises the firemen had encouragement to proceed with their 

task. On the western side of Weidernann's is the timbermill of T. Bowden and Son, and 

Symonds Bros, is separated from it on the east by Blight Bros' offices. That meant a big 

accumulation of inflammable material all round the seat of the fire. 

Fireman Damps a Crowd. 

The appearance of flames above the roofs quickly attracted a crowd, to which the spectators 

in the Austral Theatre contributed largely. Good order was maintained by the police who kept 

the people clear of the hoses and left a free space on the south side of the street for the 

firemen. That crowd had one moment of sensation and one part of it fled in various directions 

to avoid a drenching. That scare was pure comedy, and was caused by a fireman who had 

varied the direction of his hose between the upper part of a galvanised iron fence and a roof 

beneath which there had been a blaze previously, suddenly swinging it round so that the 

water came on the cluster nearly like rain. Several people got wet, but they good-naturedly 

cheered the fireman. 

Books, cashboxes, and papers from the places in danger were removed by volunteers to the 

Methodist Church for safety. The rescuers also placed chairs, forms, and garden seats in 

security. The appearance of a safe carried by four men created interest among the onlookers. 

Policeman's New Experience. 

Sergeant Mattin added to his experiences by acting as a fireman. He and a member of the fire 

brigade took a hose from Florence street through the back of Symonds Bros. Their work was 

principally responsible for preventing the spread of the flames to the eastward. 

The premises occupied by Mr Weidemann were in part owned by Mr H. Smerdon and the 

remainder, used as a store and motor garage, by the Pirie Council. The insurances, from 

what could be ascertained late last night, were by no means equivalent to the value of the 

properly. The portion used as a store suffered most of the damage. Practically the whole of 

the contents of the store was destroyed, including a motor lorry which had been dissembled. 

There was no insurance on that vehicle. A motor car usually kept in the garage, was being 

used at the time of the fire. 

An inspection of the damage was made by Station-Officer Cooke, Sergeant Mattin and Mr 

Weidemann shortly before midnight. The examination was necessarily incomplete in the 

darkness and smoke, so that the full extent of the damage cannot be known until this 

morning. Apart from the stock actually consumed by the flames and the sheds and rooms 

destroyed, much property was damaged by smoke and water. 

Alarm Felt by Neighbors. 

People in premises to the south-ward took precautions against a spread of the fire in that 

direction. They removed articles of furniture and clothing from their houses, and the footpaths 
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presented a strange appearance littered with miscellaneous articles. Their owners marched 

restlessly to and fro between their property and the crowd in Alexander street. 

One little girl, suffering from diphtheria, became hysterical at the reflection from the flames 

and the crackling noise. It was deemed advisable to remove her from the house, and she was 

taken across to Dr Leitch's for the night. 

BOWDEN'S DAMAGED ALSO 

Among the sufferers from the fire are Messrs T. Bowden and Sons. The flames spread to 

their ironmongery store, which adjoined Weidemann's. The result was the destruction of that 

department with its contents. The remainder of their premises appeared to have escaped 

injury. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 22 March 1922, page 2 

ALEXANDER-STREET FIRE 

STARTING POINT NOT DISCOVERED. 

An inspection yesterday of the scene of Monday night's fire at Wiedemann's furniture 

emporium served to emphasise "The Recorder's" comments regarding the splendid efforts of 

the Pirie Fire Brigade in restricting it to the narrowest possible limits. 

Uncertainty still exists as to the starting point of the fire, but the generally accepted theory is 

that it originated in a small cottage owned by the Pirie Council and used by Mr Wiedemann as 

a store room. Thence it spread through his motor garage (the old Fire Brigade station), and 

obtained a hold in the rear part of the furniture show room, sweeping along the ceiling, and 

blazing out on the eastern side nearest Messrs Blight Bros' offices. It was there that the fire 

was first noticed by the lad who gave the alarm. The front part of the furniture show room was 

practically untouched, although the furniture and plate glass windows were damaged by the 

heat, smoke, and water. 

The furniture shop was owned by Mr H. Smerdon, and was insured in the Atlas Company for 

£1500. The building is valued at £3300. Mr Smerdon was unable to state yesterday the actual 

extent of the damages. The Pirie Council's cottage is insured in the Victoria Insurance 

Company for £250. Mr Wiedemann values his furniture and plant at £5000, and there was an 

insurance of £4170 in the London, Liverpool, and Globe office. He states that practically the 

whole of the furniture and plant has been damaged or completely destroyed. The premises 

used by Mr Bowden as an office were insured for £600 in the Union Assurance Company, 

while the storeroom and its contents were covered to the extent of £1750. The losses in the 

latter part of the building exceeded £1000. 

Plainclothes-Constable Ferguson yesterday made inquiries into the cause of the fire, but no 

suspicious circumstances were disclosed. A fire adjuster will arrive from Adelaide to-day, and 

after conferring with him the coroner (Mr D. C. Scott) will announce whether an inquest will be 

held. 

In addition to the assistance rendered by Sergeant Mattin, valuable help was given by 

Constable G. F. Sessle in preventing the fire obtaining a footing in Bowden's timber mill. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 18 April 1922, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL 

Silly Jokes. 

In the very early hours of yesterday morning there was abroad one of those species of 

humorists whose idea of a joke is to exasperate the fire brigade. Half an hour after midnight a 

fire alarm in Ellendale was broken, and the firemen turned out of bed on their grim duty to 

save someone's home, and perhaps lives. When they reached the locality from which the 
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alarm was sent all was silent and peaceful. Breathing malediction against the stupid fool 

responsible for the hoax the firemen went back to bed. Scarcely had they got in when another 

alarm was broken—this time in Howetown. Suspecting another hoax, this time the brigade, by 

methods of which the hoaxer was probably not aware, discovered the dodge without actually 

going to the scene, and it also picked up a little information which may lead in time to the 

detection of the author of the false alarms, in which event the centre of gravity will change. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 18 April 1922, page 2 

HOLIDAY FIRES 

BLAZE AT SOLOMONTOWN 

THREE SHOPS DESTROYED. 

Just before the climax of the hot northerly wind yesterday afternoon, before it changed to a 

cool south-westerly, residents in the Church Circle, Solomontown, noticed smoke rising from 

the two butchering shops of Mr F. F. Drage. At half-past three Mr A. J. Liddle, who lives in the 

vicinity, broke a fire alarm, and the brigade, on receiving the message turned out smartly and 

reached the scene without loss of time. 

Adjoining the two shops was another without a tenant. These three shops were wood and 

iron. There was not much other than the structures to burn, but the ferocity and heat of the 

wind stimulated the flames to the danger of adjacent buildings. 

Water was poured on to the burning building very quickly, and the fire was soon got under 

control. Two of the shops were practically gutted, and the other was badly damaged. 

What with the wind and the tenacity of the fire in a mass of sawdust, the firemen were kept on 

the qai vive until the evening. 

Mr Drage was absent at the time the fire was discovered. The buildings were owned by Mr A. 

G. Jeffrey, of Clare, and were insured in the Royal office. Two carts which were standing 

alongside one of the shops were moved away by residents before the arrival of the firemen. 

Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924), Wednesday 26 April 1922, page 4 

FIRES AT PORT PIRIE 

THE WEEK END HABIT. 

Whatever the reason, it is a strange fact that many more fires occur between Saturday sunset 

and Sunday sunrise than during any other section of the week (reported the Port Pirie 

"Recorder" of April 24). 

There was another two or three hours after midnight this week-end. An empty house in 

Geddes road, Solomontown, behind the Globe Hotel, caught fire in some way at present 

unknown, and had so strong a hold before detection that the firemen were unable to prevent 

complete destruction. It was a four-roomed wood and iron building, and had been unoccupied 

for many months. It was owned by the estate of the late Mrs. Rogers. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 1 May 1922, page 2 

ANOTHER SATURDAY NIGHT FIRE 

FOUR-ROOMED COTTAGE DESTROYED. 

Pirie maintained its notoriety for weekend fires last Saturday evening. On this occasion the 

scene of the episode was almost in the heart of the town. Shortly before 10 o'clock flames 

were observed by Mr. William Campbell to be rising at the rear of the Methodist Parsonage in 

Gertrude street, and the fire brigade promptly responded to the alarm given by him. The fire 

was located in this premises known as "71 off Gertrude-street," owned by the estate of the 
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late W. B. McDonald, and occupied for the past nine years by Mr. William H. Garnaut, a well-

known wharf laborer. The building was a four-roomed wood and iron structure, and it was 

situated in a lane immediately behind the Methodist Church and parsonage, with several 

dwellings and the row of small shops adjoining the Coo-ee Theatre in close proximity. 

A north-easterly gale was raging at the time, and light rain was falling. The air was heavily 

charged with dust, and the lurid reflection gave it the appearance of a big conflagration. A 

large crowd quickly congregated, and as spectators were wending their way to the scene 

many thought that the Coo-ee Theatre or the Methodist Church was ablaze. The conditions 

were extremely favorable for a disastrous fire, as the wind was blowing in the direction of the 

church, and for a while it appeared as if the building, which is a wooden one, was doomed. 

The firemen got to work in earnest, and after a sharp fight they secured the upper hand, thus 

adding another good save to their long list of smart performances. There was a splendid 

pressure of water. 

The fire started in one of the back rooms and had a firm hold before it was discovered. The 

house and practically the whole of the contents were destroyed. The two front rooms were 

gutted, while the rear portion was completely burnt out. There was no one in the house at the 

time, as the inmates had gone out at half-past eight, leaving a lamp, which was turned down 

low, burning on the kitchen table. Mrs. Garnaut was attending a social at St. Mark's Hall, 

where her little girl was singing, when the news was conveyed to her that her home had been 

wiped out. Needless to remark, she was considerably distressed at the unwelcome tidings. 

The contents of the house, which were valued at £300, were insured for £250, while the 

building itself was covered in the Colonial Mutual Fire Insurance Company for £150, which 

represented about half its value. 

While the fire was at its height some senseless individual called out "Fire!" in the Olympia 

Skating Rink, and there was a frenzied rush for the doors, as the skaters were naturally under 

the impression that the rink was alight. Upon ascertaining the whereabouts, many of the 

skaters made their way to the scene, which was only a short distance away, on their skates. 

Plainclothes-Constable F. W. Ferguson is making inquiries, and will submit a report to the 

Coroner to-day. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 3 May 1922, page 2 

SOLOMONTOWN FIRE 

CORONER RETURNS OPEN VEDICT. 

An inquiry was conducted at the Pirie Courthouse yesterday by Mr. R. G. Symonds (deputy 

Coroner) into a fire which occurred at Geddes-road, Solomontown, on the night of April 22, 

whereby a house owned by Mr. E. J. Abbott, and until lately the property of Mrs. Rogers, was 

destroyed. Sergeant T. O. Mattin appeared on behalf of the police, and Mr. R. M. Steele for 

the Royal Insurance Company. 

Robert E. Blight, a partner in the firm of Blight Bros., land and estate agents, gave evidence 

that the house was owned by Mr. E. J. Abbott, of Martin Terrace, Kadina. It had five rooms, 

and had been vacant for about five months. It was an old house with wooden walls and iron 

roof. The place was insured for £150 in the Royal Insurance Company, for which his firm were 

agents. 

The company recently paid £5 10/ to make good damages caused by a fire in an adjoining 

property. The house was last occupied by Mr. Rogers, husband of the late owner. During the 

past five months he had been to the house at least twenty times, and had been through it 

several times. He had found the doors open three or four times. The front windows were 

broken. The inside of the house was in fair condition, and it appeared as if someone had been 

in, so he informed the police. There were bricks and a bag on the floor in a back room, and it 
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appeared as if someone had been sitting there. The house was in fair condition, and he had a 

tenant going in last Monday. 

Ernest W. Cook, officer in charge of the Pirie Fire Brigade, deposed that at 2.15 a.m. on April 

23 he received an alarm from the Three-Chain-road fire alarm, Solomontown. The brigade 

turned out with the motor reel. They found the building alight from end to end, and after they 

were there for about a minute the whole building collapsed. The brigade extinguished the fire. 

He could not say where the fire originated nor what caused it. There was a very heavy smell, 

like the stench of decayed vegetable matter, but not of kerosene nor petrol. 

To Mr. Steele: The fire must have been going some considerable time before the brigade 

arrived; anything from twenty minutes to half an hour. In his opinion if kerosene had been 

spilt, and some of the floor had been left, the odor would have been detected in the steam. If 

the spot where the fire started had been kerosened and consumed the smell would not have 

been noticeable when the brigade arrived. It all depended on the quantity of kerosene used. 

When Fire Was Noticed. 

Albert V. Pimlott, managing director of Pimlott's, Limited, deposed that at 1.45 a.m. on April 

23 he was motoring to Pirie from Wilmington, and when turning George's Corner he noticed 

flames coming from a house at the back of the Globe Hotel. When he reached the place the 

building seemed to be alight from end to end. The car stopped in front of the Globe Hotel, and 

some of the party got out and summoned the brigade. After arousing the inmates of the Globe 

Hotel he went to the fire with Leo. Ryan, and he did not see any other persons there at that 

time. He smelt kerosene distinctly, and passed a remark to Ryan to that effect. A man named 

Tamms was knocking at one door of the hotel, while witness was knocking at another. There 

were two other men on the road, but he could not say whether they were companions of 

Tamms. As far as he could see they were sober. 

To Mr. Steele: He had smelt paint burning, and this was quite a distinct smell to kerosene 

burning. 

To the Coroner: The flames were leaping very high when he turned George's Corner, and it 

appeared as if several places were blazing. It took the car ten minutes to reach the spot. The 

brigade arrived ten minutes or quarter of an hour later. He remarked to his companion that he 

could smell kerosene, but the latter said he could not. He had handled a good deal of 

kerosene in his factory, and could distinguish the smell from that of other oils. The ordinary 

man in the street might not be able to detect the difference. To Sergt. Mattin: Some kinds of 

lubricating oil had a smell like that of kerosene. 

Sound of Singers. 

Sydney May, laborer, living in Geddes-road, deposed that he knocked off work at the 

Smelters at midnight on April 22, and rode home in the bus, leaving it on Three-Chain-road. 

When he entered his home at 12.30 he heard noises of persons singing in the vicinity. After 

having supper he went into the yard and fed a horse. The singing was still going on. His 

house was about 150 yards away from the house that had been burnt, and if the place had 

been alight he would have noticed it. He went to bed at quarter to one, and there were then 

no signs of fire. He could not recognise any of the voices, and he could not say whether the 

men were drunk or sober. 

To Mr, Steele: He had never seen the doors of the house open and had never seen any men 

about the place. He had only been living in Geddes-road for three weeks. 

Francis Claude Arbon, laborer, living in Geeddes-road, gave evidence that at about 11.30 

p.m. on April 22 he drove home past the house that had been destroyed. He did not see any 

persons near the place, nor did he notice any signs of fire. His house was next to the one that 

was burnt. After going to bed he heard some singing, which was coming from somewhere 

between the Globe Hotel and his house. He did not go out to see where it was. Somewhere 
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about 2 o'clock he was awakened by his next door neighbor, and on going outside he found 

the fire blazing strongly. He saw three or four men standing in front of the house, but he did 

not know who they were. He did not smell kerosene or any similar substance burning. The 

walls and roof were standing when he went to the fire. There were pepper trees around the 

house, and he did hot notice them burning. In his opinion the men were sober. 

To Mr. Steele: He had been living in his house for about 20 years, and had never seen any 

persons in the place that had been burnt down. He did not think it was possible that the 

singing came from that house. He could not tell what they were singing. During the last five 

months the doors were mostly open, and the house used to be frequented by children 

principally on Saturdays and Sundays. 

Witness Police Interviewed. 

Arnold Leopold Tamms, laborer, of Warnertown-road, gave evidence that at about midnight 

on April 22 he left a dance at St. Anthony's School in company with Studie Farrell, Gil. 

Kearns, Frank Bowden, Jack White, and Albert Peterson. He left the others at Pavlich's 

corner, where he met Mr. Berry. They sat down and talked until about 2 o'clock, when he 

started for home. The brigade then passed, and he called out to Berry: "Come down and see 

where the fire is." Berry said. "No." Witness continued on his way home, and watched the fire 

from the Globe Oval, on the opposite side of the road. He was 60 yards inside the fence and 

was taking a short cut home. He saw Mounted-Constable Fudge in the oval. There were 

others standing about, but the only man he knew was Studie Farrell. Witness was perfectly 

sober. He remembered Plainclothes-Constable Kennedy asking him to come down to the 

Courthouse and give a statement in connection with the fire. He did not say to Kennedy: "I am 

not going inside there without a witness: I am not going to incriminate myself." He denied 

having said any words to that effect. He did say he had brought a witness (Jeffrey) to hear 

what he was going to say. Constable Kennedy said he wanted to talk to him privately, so they 

walked inside the fence. He said he knew nothing about the fire, but he did not say he did not 

wish to incriminate himself. Kennedy said: "I will be candid with you, so I expect you to be 

candid with me; I believe if you did not light the fire, you know who did." Witness said: "I know 

nothing about it." When Kennedy got out his book to take down a statement, witness did not 

say: "Oh, you don't get me that way." Witness said he would not give a statement as he knew 

nothing about it. He said to Kennedy "Why pick me; what about the others?” 

Police Made Curious. 

Sergeant Mattin: What did you mean by that? Witness: I failed to know why I should be picked 

for anything that had been done. I did not know he was alluding to the fire. Kennedy did ask 

me for the names of the others who were present. They were strangers to me. I was not 

singing in the Globe Oval that night. I did not see anyone about the house when I left the hall. 

Constable Kennedy did say to me: "If you didn't do it you know who did." It was not my usual 

practice to stay out till 2 o'clock in the morning. I walked past the house when I left the dance. 

Sergeant Mattin: When Constable Kennedy asked you for a statement as to your movements 

on the night of the fire, why did you refuse to give one? Witness: I didn't see why he should 

pick on me. Sergeant Mattin: You would sooner be brought to the Court and forced to give 

one? Witness: Oh, no. 

Sergeant Mattin said that this was all the evidence the police had been able to procure, and 

they could not proceed any further unless something turned up. In the event of there being 

any developments action would be taken in the criminal court. 

The Coroner said there seemed to be no evidence that the fire had been caused intentionally, 

though there was a certain amount of suspicion. He thought the smell of kerosene existed 

somewhat in Mr. Pimlott's imagination rather than in reality. The fire had been burning at least 

half an hour, and it was hardly likely that by that time any smell of kerosene would have 

remained. In the circumstances he came to the conclusion—"That the fire was caused by 
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some person or persons unknown." The idea of spontaneous combustion was out of the 

question. 

Sergeant Mattin: Should any further evidence be available we will proceed on a criminal 

charge. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 20 May 1922, page 2 

HOSPITAL FIRE APPLIANCES 

CHEMICAL EXTINGUISHERS TO BE USED. 

In reply to the Pirie Hospital Board's requests that hydrants should be placed round the 

hospital to cope with any possible outbreak of fire, the secretary to the Inspector-General 

advised the meeting on Thursday night that such action was not considered necessary. 

Sufficient chemical fire extinguishers would be placed on the verandahs and in the corridors 

of all the buildings, including the new isolation block, in places which were easily accessible. 

They were to be suspended from wall brackets. It was proposed to instal 17 of those 

extinguishers to enable the staff to deal with any emergency while awaiting the arrival of the 

brigade. It was requested that the following notice should be posted in prominent positions: 

"The first thing to do in the case of fire is to notify the brigade by breaking the alarm, and then 

to use the chemical extinguishers." 

Mr. Jackson said he was surprised at the department making such a recommendation, but he 

supposed the board could not do anything more in the matter. He moved that the foreman of 

the Fire Brigade should be requested to give a demonstration to the staff with the 

extinguishers. The motion was carried. 

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), Saturday 17 June 1922, page 10 

PORT PIRIE. 

The block of land and building known as the old Fire Brigade Station, Alexander-street, has 

been sold by the corporation to Messrs. Thomas Bowden & Son for £750. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 19 June 1922, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL 

Fire Brigade Inspection. 

The Pirie Fire Brigade was called out shortly after 4 o'clock on Saturday afternoon by an 

alarm from the railway crossing near the police station. A prompt response was made, when it 

was discovered that a surprise call had been given by the chief officer (Mr. Dickie) and The 

chairman of the board (Mr. Frinsdorf), who were on their annual visit. An inspection of the 

station will be made to-day. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 16 October 1922, page 1 

TIMBER STACK AFIRE 

WIND FAVORS FIRE BRIGADE 

TRUCKS OF CASED OIL 

GOOD SAVE AT BALTIC WHARF. 

Early yesterday evening a fire started at the Harbors Board timber shed on the Baltic Wharf, 

and owing to a combination of fortunate circumstances the outbreak was not serious. The first 

to see the flames was Mr W. Persse, of the tug-boat Robbie Burne. He immediately ran 

ashore and communicated with the fire brigade. People hearing the alarm quickly assembled 
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near the burning shed and shortly afterwards the brigade arrived on the scene, and 

proceeded to attack the fire with the aid of two hoses. 

The timber consisted mostly of jarrah, and as it was stacked closely the flames were unable 

to spread rapidly. It was a stroke of good fortune that the wind was blowing from the 

southward. Had it been in the opposite direction there would probably have been no chance 

of preventing the flames travelling towards large piles of timber, beside which trucks laden 

with cases of benzine were lying. The firemen worked steadily, and within a few minutes of 

their arrival had the flames under control. The shed rafters were much burnt, and a part of the 

roof had almost fallen in, but by 6.30 there was little danger of more trouble. The wind 

moderated considerably as the night approached, and whatever flames were left quickly 

expired before the continuous rush of water from the hoses. 

The timber destroyed belonged to Messrs Charles Geddes & Co. Though its value is not yet 

ascertained, it is believed that £200 will cover the damage. 

The Harbors Board shed in which the timber was stacked received a considerable amount of 

damage. It was insured with the Commercial Union Company about two or three months ago. 

Owing to the absence of Mr. Cook, station officer, from Pirie, Foreman Hocking had charge of 

the fire brigade. 

Constable. Volsen is making inquiries into the origin of the outbreak. It is surmised that youths 

firing crackers were responsible. Sergeant Mattin stated last night that he had issued 

instructions to arrest anyone seen using fireworks in public places. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 20 October 1922, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL 

Brigade Extinguishes Grass Fire. 

About 7.15 last night the Pirie Fire Brigade was called to the paddock alongside the police 

station, where it found the grass alight. Foreman Hocking, who was in command, decided that 

hoses would be unnecessary. He had the flames extinguished with buckets of water and 

bags. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 27 October 1922, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL 

Grass Fire at Memorial Park. 

In the vicinity of a number of young trees, a grass re started in Memorial Park early on 

Wednesday afternoon. The Pirie Fire Brigade was notified, and soon had the fire 

extinguished. Though, at one time trees were in danger of being destroyed, the promptness of 

the firemen prevented any damage to them. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 15 November 1922, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL 

A Grass Fire. 

A grass fire broke out on a vacant allotment at the corner of Gertrude and George-streets at 

about 11.30 yesterday morning. The fire brigade arrived soon after and within a few minutes 

had the fire extinguished. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 11 December 1922, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL 

Rain Causes Fire. 
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On Saturday morning the Pirie Fire Brigade received a call from Geo. Fisher & Sons, chaff 

merchants, Ellen street, where, shortly before 11 o'clock, an employe noticed smoke issuing 

from a quantity of bagged fodder in a shed adjoining the office On examination, it was found 

that water had leaked through the roof on to the fodder, and had caused spontaneous 

combustion. Though there were no actual flames the heat damaged the contents of several 

bags, which were also partly burnt. After keeping a vigilant watch on the surrounding stock, 

the firemen removed the bags from the shed. It is understood that the damaged stock is 

insured. 

1923 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 1 January 1923, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL 

False Fire Alarm. 

Shortly after 8.30 o'clock last night, the Pirie Fire Brigade received a call from the corner of 

George and Ellen streets. Men were immediately dispatched by motor but on arrival they 

found no sign of fire. Apparently some one had been indulging in the senseless form of 

practical joke which seems to flourish on New Year's Eve and All Fools Day. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 23 January 1923, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL 

A small fire, caused by boiling tar spilling on to woodwork, broke out in the hold of the 

Adelaide Steamship Company's barge at the Smelters Wharf shortly before 10 o'clock 

yesterday morning. The Pirie Fire Brigade arrived on the scene soon afterwards, but their 

services were not required, the crew having smothered the flames with sand. Very little 

damage was done. No. 6 barge runs between Wardang Island and Pirie with sand for the 

Smelters. 

Fire on a Barge. 

Yesterday the fire brigade in Pirie was startled by a call from the Smelters. Information was 

received that a fire had occurred on a barge at the wharf, and the station officer sent all the 

appliances out to be prepared for any emergency. The flames, however, were confined to the 

barge owing to the promptitude of the firemen, and no serious harm was done. It was 

ascertained that tar was being boiled on the barge and caught alight, and the flames got away 

from the crew. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 20 February 1923, page 2 

FIRE AT HOWETOWN 

POLICE INVESTIGATE SUSPICIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Shortly before 6 o'clock on Saturday evening fire broke out at a four-roomed house in Howe-

street, Howetown. The Fire Brigade, with Station-Officer Cook in charge soon had the fire, 

which did not spread beyond one room under control. 

The house which is owned by Mrs. Katherine Agnes Smith, and is insured with the Victoria 

Insurance Company for £100, has been unoccupied for about eighteen months. Certain 

suspicious circumstances lead to the belief that the fire was due to incendiarism. Two young 

boys have told the police that they saw a man on a bicycle coming away from the direction of 

the house shortly before the fire started. 

It is stated that the firemen discovered a lighted candle on the floor, and that the kerosene 

had been sprinkled on the floor. There was an old gate lying near the candle. Constables 

Martin and Babins have reported the matter to the coroner, who will conduct an inquest at the 

courthouse this afternoon. 
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Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Wednesday 21 February 1923, page 11 

A PORT PIRIE FIRE. 

SENSATIONAL ALLEGATIONS.  

Port Pirie, February 20. 

An enquiry into the circumstances attending a fire which occurred at a four-roomed house at 

Howetown on Saturday afternoon was conducted by Mr. W. L. Blight (coroner) this afternoon. 

The proceedings were watched by Sergeant T. O. Mattin on behalf of the police. The fire 

brigade officer (E. W. Cook) gave it as his opinion that the premises had been maliciously set 

on fire. Kerosine had been sprinkled about the floor, and he found a lighted candle under the 

floor. Wrapped round the candle was paper saturated with kerosine. The house belongs to 

Katherine Agnes Smith, who gave evidence that it was insured in the Victorian Insurance 

Company for £100. The house had been empty for more than six months. She said to the 

police when informed that the fire had taken place, "I think they were doing me an act of 

charity, the place was in such a dilapidated condition." About last September, when she paid 

her insurance, she told the agent the house was empty. She had never said to anyone that it 

would be a good job if the place were burned down so that she could get the insurance. 

Myrtle Heller said she noticed a man get off a bicycle, stand it against a telephone post, and 

subsequently saw him come from the direction of the house that was burned. She would not 

know the man again. He wore a dark suit, and was of medium height. Shortly after the man 

left she saw smoke issuing from the back room. Testimony similar in character was given by 

Frank Conners, Donald Roy Brakenridge, Harold Sampson, Hazel Ranger, and Samuel 

Tonkin. Constable Mattin said he found a hole in the floor near the hearthstone, and in the 

hole a candle wrapped round with paper saturated with kerosine. There was also an old 

wooden gate and a wooden window frame alongside the candle. The enquiry was adjourned. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 21 February 1923, page 2 

FIRE AT HOWETOWN 

CORONER CONDUCTS INQUEST. 

MANY WITNESSES GIVE EVIDENCE 

MALICIOUS INTENTIONS ALLEGED 

Lighted Candle in Empty House. 

Arising out of suspicious circumstances surrounding the cause of a fire which broke out at a 

house owned by Mrs. Katherine Smith, at Howe street, Howetown, on Saturday, Mr. W. 

Blight, as coroner, conducted an inquest into the matter at the Pirie police court yesterday. 

Ernest Cook, chief officer of the Pirie Fire Brigade, gave evidence that at 5.54 p.m. on the day 

in question he received a call from Crispinville fire alarm, and on arrival of the brigade, he 

discovered that the rear of house No. 29 Howe Street, Howetown, was burning. The house 

was unoccupied, and consisted of four rooms. The fire which had been partly put out by 

civilians, was soon extinguished by the firemen. Noticing certain suspicious details the 

witness informed the police of the matter by telephone. When he returned to the building 

fireman Tonkin told him he had found a lighted candle underneath the floor of a front room, 

and that kerosene had been sprinkled near it. The candle had been placed amongst some 

paper which was also saturated with kerosene. One of the firemen put out the candle, which 

was left in the same position until the police arrived. The paper and candle was afterwards 

removed by Constable Martin. When he was extinguishing the fire he could smell kerosene 

throughout the house. The back room was partly damaged by fire. In his opinion the building 

was maliciously set on fire. The lighted candle in the front room could not have been the 

cause of the fire. 
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Owner of the House. 

Mrs. Katherine Agnes Smith said she visited the house on Sunday, and noticed that a part of 

the back room had been burnt. The house had been empty more than six months. Previous to 

last Sunday she had not been at the house for the past three months. She was first told about 

the fire on Sunday afternoon. She estimated the damage to amount to about £5. The house 

was insured for £100 with the Victoria Insurance Coy. She had been paying insurance on the 

house for about 23 years. Previous to the fire the house was in a dilapidated condition. 

Sergeant Mattin: Did you tell the police that you thought it was an act of charity as the house 

was in such a broken-down condition? 

Mrs. Smith: I did say that, but I did not mean it, really. Continuing, she said if the house was 

totally burnt she would expect to be paid the insurance. 

Sergeant Mattin: And if it was partly burnt you'd expect part of the insurance?—Yes. 

Sergt. Mattin: Then why did you think it would be an act of charity? 

Mrs. Smith: When I saw the house three months ago it was not in a good condition for living 

purposes. 

Have you ever said it would be a good job if the house was burnt down? —No. 

Mr. Blight: Did you advise the insurance company that the house was empty?—Yes. 

William George Storer said that at 5.30 p.m. on Saturday he was standing near the shed door 

of No. 30 Alfred street, Howetown, when he saw smoke coming from the direction of Mrs. 

Smith's house in Howe street. He told Mr. Connor what he saw. He did not go over to the 

house at that time, but he passed it when going home to tea, and saw that part of it was burnt. 

Frank Connor said he went to the house in Howe street at about 5.30 p.m. The back portion 

was on fire, and he tried to extinguish the flames. Shortly afterwards the brigade arrived, and 

put the fire out. The house had been unoccupied for about twelve months. Children often 

played in the house, which was always open. 

Mystery of a Cyclist. 

Myrtle Heller said that at 5 p.m. Saturday she saw a bicycle standing up against a telegraph 

post in Alfred st. About 20 minutes later she saw a man got on the machine and ride away. 

He was coming from the house which was burned at Howe street. The man had been in a 

paddock at the back of the house. When she first saw him he was about 10 yards away from 

her. Shortly after he rode away she saw smoke issuing from under the back verandah of Mrs 

Smith's house. With Mr. Connor she went to the house. There was a very strong smell of 

burning kerosene. She would not know the man again if she saw him. He was dressed in a 

dark suit, and was of medium height. 

Mr. Blight: How far would the bicycle be away from the house? 

Mrs. Heller: About 50 yards. 

Donald Brackenridge said he was in the backyard of a house in Alfred street when he saw a 

man riding a bicycle along the footpath and after alighting, put the machine up against a 

telegraph post. The man then walked towards the house in question. When witness last saw 

the man he was walking out of the paddock into the back yard of the house. Witness did not 

see him after that. He walked along Alfred street, past the bicycle, and subsequently met two 

boys. When he passed the bicycle again it was still there. He saw a girl ringing the fire alarm, 

and he went up to the house which was burning. 

Harold Sampson, aged 14, said he also saw a man lean his bicycle against a telegraph post, 

and then walk through a paddock towards Mrs. Smith's house. He did not see the man after 
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he got through the fence. When half way through the paddock he took off his bicycle clips. 

About 20 minutes later witness saw him hurrying across the paddock about 4 or 5 yards from 

the fence. When near the edge of the paddock the man began to run towards his bicycle and 

eventually rode away. 

Sergt. Mattin; Have you seen that man since?—No. 

Hazel Ranger said she lived opposite Mrs. Smith's house at Howe street. On Wednesday, 

February 14 at about 2.30 p.m. she saw a bicycle standing in front of the house. An hour 

after-wards a man came from the back of the house, got on the bicycle and rode in the 

direction of Broadway road. 

Kerosene and Candle. 

Samuel Tonkin, a member of the Port Pirie Fire Brigade, gave evidence that on Saturday, 

while working at the fire in Howe street, he noticed the smell of burning kerosene. After the 

fire had been put out the went into one of the front rooms where he saw kerosene sprinkled 

on the floor. A part of the hearth-stone was broken away and he could, see the shadow of a 

light underneath the floor. On raising a portion of the hearth stone he saw a lighted candle 

standing in some paper saturated with kerosene. He left the candle burning, and spoke to the 

officer in charge (Mr. Cook), who went back to the front room with him. Witness subsequently 

blew the candle out. 

Constable Martin said he attended the fire at Mrs. Smith's house on Saturday afternoon. The 

back portion of one of the rooms, had been burnt by fire. With Mr. Cook he went into one of 

the front rooms, where he saw a hole in the floor near the hearth stone. Underneath the floor 

he saw a candle burning, and an old wooden gate and an window frame were lying alongside 

it. He did not see any suspicious signs in the room where the fire began. 

The hearing was adjourned till next Tuesday. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 15 March 1923, page 2 

HOWETOWN FIRE DECLARED MALICIOUS 

CORONER'S INQUEST CONCLUDED. 

Mr. W. Blight, as coroner, yesterday resumed the adjourned inquest into the circumstances 

surrounding the cause of a fire which broke out at a house owned by Mrs. Katherine Smith, in 

Howe street, Howetown, on Saturday, February 17. 

According to evidence given previously, by the police and members of the fire brigade, a 

lighted candle was found at the time of the fire in one of the rooms and kerosene had been 

sprinkled on the floor. The fire had damaged only part of one room when neighbors, seeing 

smoke issuing from a window, notified the brigade. 

Constable Martin told the coroner yesterday that since the previous hearing the police had 

made further enquiries, but were unable to secure any additional evidence. 

The coroner said a great deal of suspicion was attached to the affair, and he found that the 

fire was maliciously caused by a person or persons unknown. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 23 March 1923, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL 

Small Fire at Federal Wharf. 

Shortly before 8 o'clock last night the Pirie Fire Brigade received a call to the Federal Wharf, 

where some bags had caught alight, and caused a fair-sized blaze. The firemen soon put the 

fire out, and practically no damage was done. 
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Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 27 March 1923, page 1 

PIRIE COUNCIL 

A meeting of the Pirie Council was held last night. 

The Pirie Ambulance. 

The Fire Brigade Board wrote replying to a letter from the council regarding the housing and 

care of the town horse ambulance at the local station. The letter stated that the matter had 

received the board's consideration and that when the half-yearly inspection of the Pirie fire 

station took place, probably next month, the board would confer on the matter with the 

committee appointed by the council. Meantime nothing further could be done. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 25 May 1923, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL 

Fire Alarm. 

Yesterday evening at about 5.15 the Pirie Fire Brigade received a call from the neighborhood 

of Ninth-street, West. They turned out in fast time, and upon arrival on the scene found that 

the alarm had been given because smoke was issuing from burning rubbish in a backyard. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 14 June 1923, page 2 

Terrific Explosion at Hospital. 

FOUR PINTS OF ETHER CATCHES FIRE 

TWO NURSES ESCAPE INJURY 

Pirie Hospital was the scene of a terrific explosion caused by heated ether fumes shortly 

before 2 o'clock yesterday afternoon. Sister May Kenihan and Nurse Mary Veronica Brazil, 

Who were in the room at the time had a fortunate escape from serious injury. 

A bottle of ether had been spilt on the floor of the instrument room. A fire was burning in the 

grate, and the two nurses were engaged in mopping up the anaesthetic when an explosion 

ocurred, through the ether fumes being ignited by the flames of the fire. The deafening roar of 

the explosion literally shook the room and points of flame almost blinded the two nurses. The 

door of the room, which was partly open, was hurled clean off its hinges, and the stone 

fireplace was cracked badly. Dazed and shaken, the two nurses rushed to the gaping 

doorway and screamed for help. A warder soon arrived, and with assistance applied the 

patent chemical fire extinguishers which soon had the leaping blue flames under control. 

The Pirie Fire Brigade, in charge of Station-Officer Cook, were on the scene in a very short 

time, but their services were really not required. 

The skirting board near the fire-place, had been damaged considerably by the terrific force of 

the explosion, and some of the woodwork was completely shifted out of place. The two 

nurses, who had been standing between the fireplace and the wall near the door, were most 

fortunate in escaping with no injuries. An extraordinary fact is that two large instrument cases 

which were standing about a foot from the door and almost in line with the spilled ether, were 

not even shaken by the explosion. 

"When the explosion occurred," remarked Sister Kenihan, "we didn't know where we were. All 

I saw was a blinding flash of light; then something roared terribly and I saw the door fly off its 

hinges. How the stone fireplace was damaged I don't know, because the line of force was 

through the doorway, and the fireplace is directly opposite the door. We both must have made 

a great noise, screaming, but it was a fearful experience.'' How much ether was spilt, she was 

asked. "About four pints," replied Sister Kenihan. "But I can't understand how it could explode 
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like that. Ether has been nearer the fire than that on other occasions. In this instance it was 

about three yards away from the grate," 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 30 June 1923, page 1 

A SMALL FIRE 

A fire broke out last night soon after midnight in an outhouse at the rear of Mrs. Reidy's 

residence in Florence street. The fire brigade was quickly on the scene with its motor engine, 

and soon extinguished the flames. It is understood that an official at the post office, who 

keeps his motor cycle in the shed, had the machine burned. The property was partly 

destroyed. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 30 July 1923, page 2 

Straw Stack Ablaze. 

Shortly after 6 o'clock on Saturday night a straw stack on the dump in the vicinity of the 

Smelters caught on fire and was completely destroyed. The Fire Brigade with Station-officer 

Cook in charge, received a call to the spot at 6.31 o'clock, but on reaching the scene of the 

fire found that they were unable to quench the flames which cast a vivid reflection into the sky 

and lit up the surrounding parklands as bright as day. A short distance away from the burning 

stack another stack was at one time in danger of catching fire, and the firemen devoted the 

whole of their attention to preventing a more serious outbreak. The other stack escaped 

damage, after careful vigilance. It is understood that the stack weighed about 75 tons and the 

damage is estimated at about £200. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 6 August 1923, page 2 

PIRIE FIRE BRIGADE 

EFFICIENT STAFF AND APPLIANCES. 

A fire brigade only comes into prominence when a fire is raging and the people concerned are 

only too pleased to avail themselves of its services; also at such times the public in Pirie 

experiences a thrill at seeing the motor hose cart dashing along with brass helmeted firemen 

clinging to it, followed if the conflagration is large by the horse-driven steam pumping set. 

Then the citizens see how efficient the brigade is at the aim of its training, putting out fire and 

preventing it spreading to neighboring buildings. After the fire is over the brigade goes back to 

the station, and passes from the thoughts of the public. 

Yet the efficiency displayed by the brigade is manifestly the product of first-class training, 

discipline, and mechanical efficiency, maintained at all times at the station in what might be 

termed "times of peace"—that is, when not fighting fires. 

THE ENGINE ROOM. 

A visit to the Pirie Fire Station under its enthusiastic chief (Mr. E. W. Cook) is well worth while. 

The big doors that face the street open into the engine room, and there stands the motor fire 

reel, of 25-30 horsepower, which the brigade has had over three years. The machine 

presents a brilliant spectacle with all its brasswork polished to twinkling point and its red 

varnished body shining. This hose cart weighs over three tons and is fitted with solid rubber 

tyres. It carries 1600 feet of hose, pliers for dealing with live wires, first-aid kit, one smoke 

helmet, and other equipment; also, as Mr. Cook naively remarked, "We carry a spade, as it is 

sometimes necessary to dig out fire plugs." 

"We cannot travel full speed over the Pirie roads," said Mr. Cook, "and undoubtedly by some 

means or other the Council will have to find a way to put the roads in good repair. From a 

fireman's point of view, every minute counts with a fire." 
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Arrayed around the walls are many yards of hose, and it was explained that as soon as the 

motor hose cart returns, the wet hose is immediately replaced by the dry hose from the walls. 

There is also a first-aid kit kept on the engine room wall. 

Alongside the motor hose cart stands the horse-drawn steam pump which presents a brilliant 

spectacle of burnished brass, and behind the two machines are the stables for the two 

horses. Years ago there were as many as four horses at the fire station, but with the advent of 

the motor reel they have been reduced to two. 

"I hope," said Mr. Cook, "that in the near future the horse-drawn steam pump will be replaced 

by a motor engine, which is much more efficient." 

On the left side of the engine room as the visitor enters is the office. There is a 21-point 

switchboard of which 18 points are connected to street alarms. There is also a direct alarm 

line connecting the Smelters. When the fire alarm rings in the office at night, a switch falls, 

and the whole station is immediately illuminated by electric light. There is a man on duty 

during the whole 24 hours. 

THE STAFF. 

Including Mr. Cook there are eight permanent men at the station. They are as follow :—Mr. E. 

W. Cook, station officer; Mr. J. B. Hocking, foreman; Mr. P. Giles, foreman; Messrs. J. Kelly, 

P. Lawson, T. O'Malley, S. Tonkin and S. Bell, firemen. There are also three auxiliary men 

who attend the picture shows, and also may be called upon to help at a big fire. 

Of the permanent staff three are single men. Some of the married men sleep outside the 

station, nearby, and Mr. Cook has connected alarms to their houses, which ring 

simultaneously with the alarms in the station. There are bedrooms at the station with two beds 

in each room, also an alarm rings in each bedroom. The men have a fine billiard room for 

recreation. There is also a dining room, and the single men take it in turns to cook. A fine 

bathroom is provided with hot plunge and cold shower. Some of the staff have been in Pirie 

as long as 14 years. 

Mr. Cook has been at Pirie for four years, and has been instrumental in effecting many 

advances, including the procuring of the motor hose cart. He came to Port Pirie from Glenelg. 

Asked about water pressure, Mr. Cook said: "The water pressure is better now since the 

Baroota Reservoir has been switched on. Only once did I have to complain about the water 

pressure. I have at all times received the greatest possible assistance from Mr. Bell, the 

foreman of the water works." 

How long has you been in the brigade? "I joined in 1895," replied Mr. Cook, "at Port Adelaide. 

Then I went to the head station in Wakefield-street and back to Port Adelaide. I have since 

been stationed at North Adelaide, Norwood, Kapunda, Moonta, Glenelg, and then Port Pirie." 

"A fire that was a big thing," continued Mr. Cook, "was the burning of Mr. Sidney Kidman's 

residence at Kapunda. He is now Sir Sidney Kidman. "In Port Pirie the biggest fire was at the 

Smelters, and others were at Pimlott's furniture factory, the Adelaide Milling Company's flour 

mill, Young's butcher shop in Ellen-street, and Weideman's furniture store in Alexander-

street." 

The finance of the fire brigade is provided four-ninths by the insurance companies, two-ninths 

by the Pirie Corporation, and three-ninths by the Government. When it is considered how 

property is saved by having an efficient brigade in the town, both in extinguishing a blaze in 

the place of origin with as little harm as possible, and in preventing it spreading to adjoining 

properties and perhaps sweeping whole streets, also in reducing insurance premiums, the 

people of Pirie will surely agree that they get good value for their money. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 16 August 1923, page 2 

SMALL OUTBREAK AT PRESTS' 
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KAPOC DESTROYED. 

The curiosity of a youthful employe at Prests' who applied a lighted match to some kapoc to 

see if it would burn of not, resulted in the outbreak of a small fire at the company's stores in 

Norman-street shortly before 2 o'clock yesterday afternoon. 

When smoke began to issue from the top landing of the stores where a considerable quantity 

of kapoc was kept, assistants endeavored to extinguish the flames which, though small, had a 

good grip in a large case which was stacked up against loose kapoc. Water was freely 

applied and the smoke from the slow-burning stuff came out of the apertures in dense clouds. 

The Fire Brigade was immediately informed, and in charge of Station Officer Cook, an engine 

soon arrived on the scene. The firemen removed the burning kapoc from the store and it was 

not long before any further danger of conflagration was averted. The damage is estimated at 

about £10. No serious damage was done to the store in which the fire originated. 

No doubt the curiosity of the youthful culprit has abated by now, and he has learned a lesson 

by the experience. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 18 September 1923, page 2 

MISHAP AT LIMB'S GARAGE 

TWO MECHANICS SLIGHTLY INJURED. 

A small fire, involving an explosion of petrol occurred at the Pirie Motor Works, Ellen street, 

shortly after 1.30 p.m. yesterday. Mr. Gerald Pickhaver, a mechanic, was working on a 

vulcanising plant on a motor tyre when the accident happened. Owing to the air getting into 

the pipe it was necessary to open an outlet at the base to clear, and simultaneously with the 

opening, the petrol from the burning jet overflowed and caught the petrol escaping with the 

air. A burst of flame followed. Mr. A. Williams, partner of the firm, came to Mr. Pickhaver's 

assistance when fixtures in the vicinity of the vulcaniser caught fire. These contained tools, 

and about 12 motor tubes awaiting repairs. The tubes were ruined, and the fixtures charred 

badly to a height of seven feet. Mr. Pickhaver, acting promptly, communicated with the Fire 

Brigade, and received a ready response. But by the time the Brigade arrived Williams and 

Pickhaver had the fire under control. Mr. Pickhaver was slightly scorched on the arms and 

hands and was almost exhausted after the incident .Mr. Williams received minor scorches on 

the face. 

The tyre in the machine was completely ruined by the fire, and about 10 or 12 tubes were 

destroyed. The fixtures were blackened and charred. It is understood that the damage is 

covered by insurance. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 29 September 1923, page 2 

EARLY MORNING FIRE 

ONLY SLIGHT DAMAGE. 

During the early hours of yesterday morning residents of the town were startled to hear the 

fire brigade reel dash along the streets. The call was in response to a telephone message at 

2.5 a.m. to the effect that a fire had broken out in the pavilion at the Recreation Grounds. 

On arrival, it was discovered that the dressing rooms were well alight, and the flames 

penetrated the flooring of the grandstand. However, the brigade under the supervision of 

Foreman Hocking, quickly got the blaze under control, with the aid of chemical extinguishers, 

and the flames had practically subsided in about ten minutes. Safeguarding against any 

further outbreak the brigade remained on the scene for an hour, but fortunately, their services 

were not required. 
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It is thought that the blaze must have been caused through a spark from the bathheater. The 

footballers were training during the evening, and it is surmised that the fire in the heater was 

not properly extinguished, and that a spark, which had found its way amongst some 

inflammable articles, was fanned into activity by the breeze. 

The damage to the structure, which is insured with the Royal Insurance Company for £100, is 

only slight. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 22 October 1923, page 2 

SUNDAY MORNING FIRE 

AN EMPTY HOUSE GUTTED 

HEAVY SLEEPERS AT RISDON. 

At 3.3 a.m. on Sunday morning the Pirie Fire Brigade received a call from the Risdon Park 

alarm. In charge of Station-officer Cook, the brigade lost no time in getting to the scene, which 

was a five-or six roomed house, standing well back from the Stenness Post Office. 

So heavy do the residents of Pirie's southern suburb sleep that the fire had practically 

completed its work of disaster before the alarm was given. When the brigade arrived on the 

scene they found the building absolutely gutted. 

Luckily the house was untenanted, and empty of furniture. The cause of the conflagration is 

unknown. As far as can be gathered the owner of the properly resides in Adelaide. This is the 

first fire experienced in Pirie for some considerable time. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Wednesday 24 October 1923, page 8 

UNTENANTED HOUSE BURNT. 

PORT PIRIE, October 23.— Early on Sunday morning a five-roomed wood-and-iron house at 

the rear of the Stenness Post Office was destroyed by fire. It was unoccupied. When the 

brigade arrived, the structure was burning fiercely, and there was no chance of saving it. The 

owners were Messrs. Jones & Prior, of Port Pirie. 

News (Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1954), Monday 12 November 1923, page 6 

FIRE AT PIRIE 

GOOD SAVE BY BRIGADE 

PORT PIRIE, Today. What might have been a serious conflagration in Port Pirie was narrowly 

averted at 2.30 yesterday morning, when Constables Fry and Wilcox noticed smoke at the 

back of the department store of Goode Brothers, in Ellen street. The brigade responded 

promptly and subdued the flames. Damage was done to the outside staircase and roof of the 

furnishing department of the building. The contents are insured with the Norwich Union 

Company for £35,000. The damage was small. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 12 November 1923, page 1 

NEARLY A CATASTROPHE 

Blaze in Ellen Street 

GOODE BROS STORE ALIGHT 

PROMPT ACTION AVERTS SERIOUS CONFLAGRATION. 

By the prompt combined action of the Pirie police and the Fire Brigade what may have turned 

out to be the greatest blaze in the history of Port Pirie, was averted in the early hours of 

Sunday morning. 
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On night duty, Constable Fry, patrolling Ellen street at about 2.30 yesterday morning, felt his 

nostrils suddenly assailed by the smell of burning wood. A quick inspection of the vicinity 

disclosed the alarming fact that the back of Goode Bros' big store was alight. 

The constable promptly summoned the brigade, from the Alhambra Theatre alarm, and at 

once sought the assistance of Constable Willcox in warning the sleeping citizens in the 

vicinity. 

The Fire Brigade responded quickly, and on arrival, under Station-Officer Cook, found the 

broad staircase at the rear of Goode Bros' main building in flames. The timber, very old and 

dry, was being quickly eaten up by the flames, which were being considerably assisted by a 

gusty wind. Hoses were immediately run out from both the Ellen and Alexander street mains, 

and a 701b. pressure of water was brought to bear, just as the fire was entering under the 

roof of the furniture department. 

It was here that the brigade averted the catastrophe. Both hoses were directed on the danger 

zone, and the flames were quickely beaten. Meanwhile, the energies of the police had been 

directed to the task of awakening the sound sleepers in the immediate neighborhood. Mr. T. 

R. Taylor and family were sleeping peacefully, with no idea of their danger, but the urgent and 

forceful clattering of the insistent constables at length brought them from their slumbers, 

together with the whole of the inmates of the Royal Exchange Hotel. 

By the time the danger was all over, all the people on the block were alive to the possibilities 

of the situation, and a mighty sigh of relief was heaved when the "save" was fully realised. 

The back staircase, with the balcony, was completely demolished, and a portion of the roof 

was damaged. The forwarding department also suffered slight damage by fire, smoke and 

water. The office on the ground floor, and a room on the second floor were the only other 

points at all affected. 

The exact extent of the damage done is not yet known, but it will probably run into some 

hundreds of pounds. The building and contents are insured with the Norwich Union for 

£35,000. Had it not been for the lucky proximity of Constables Fry and Willcox their prompt 

action, and the brisk arrival of the fire-fighters it is hard to conjecture to what extent the 

subsequent blaze would have grown. Pirie's main business block had the narrowest of narrow 

escapes from devastation. 

"When we got to the building in the first place," said Station-Officer Cook, when spoken to last 

night, "I thought it was a case of a tremendous job. The flames seemed to have a big hold on 

the building, and had we been called a few minutes later, Lord knows where she would have 

gone. The water pressure was splendid." 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Tuesday 13 November 1923, page 7 

GELIGNITE AND FIRE. 

A Port Pirie Sensation. 

PORT PIRIE, Monday. Shortly after 2 a.m. on Sunday Constable Fry discovered a fire at rear 

of Messrs. Goode Brothers' business premises in Ellen street, and a smart response was 

made by the fire brigade under Station Officer E. W. Cook. A staircase was well alight, and 

aided by a strong northerly wind, the woodwork in the immediate vicinity was quickly 

consumed. With a good pressure of water the flames were soon got under control, and kept 

away from the neighbouring business premises. The damage will run into several hundreds of 

pounds. The building and contents are insured in the Norwich Union Office for £35,000. The 

police believe that the fire was caused in a vain attempt to burgle the premises, and to enter 

the strongroom opposite the stairway which was burnt. There had been an explosion which 

drove a hole 18 in. diameter to a great depth into the wall of the strongroom, which, however, 

was not entered. Three pounds of gelignite had been stolen from the firm's magazine, and the 

original lock on the door had been removed, and a different one substituted. The "job" did not 
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bear the impress of the work of experts. On either side of the premises affected are business 

places closely built together. An enquiry will be held. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 13 November 1923, page 2 

WORK OF SAFE BLOWERS 

HOLE BLOWN NEAR STRONG ROOM 

CHARGE BACKFIRED AND CAUSED THE BLAZE. 

The fire which occurred at the rear of Messrs. Goode Bros' store at Ellen street during the 

early hours of Sunday morning occurred under unusual circumstances. 

When the matter came under the notice of the police, Plainclothes Constable Bond was 

detailed to make inquiries for the coroner. On examination of the premises Mr. Bond found 

that the staircase, balcony and part of the roof at the rear of the main building had been burnt 

and on looking about the spot found a hole had been freshly made in the wall of the building 

halfway up the staircase, which had been destroyed by the fire. 

A closer examination by Constable Bond revealed that the hole in the wall had been made 

quite recently. Marks of boring were found in the wall and part of the wood work of the 

staircase, and it was learned that it was the wall of the strong room, in which the firm keeps all 

books, etc., and sometimes, a large amount of cash. 

Mr. Bond is of opinion that the hole had been made in the wall and a charge of gelignite 

placed in it in order to gain admittance to the strong room. It was the work of expert safe-

blowers but done rather carelessly, as the charge instead of blowing the wall in, as desired, 

back-fired with the result that the charge came back and broadcasted lighted fuse, etc. into a 

heap of debris lying on the ground underneath with the result that the heap of rubbish caught 

alight and caused the damage done to the premises with the result that the would-be 

accomplished safe blowers had to decamp as quickly as possible. Admittance was so close to 

the strong-room that the plastering work on the inside had been shaken from its position on to 

the floor beneath. 

Constable Fry heard an explosion just before he smelt smoke and the burning of timber, when 

he gave the alarm to the brigade. So that verifies the correctness of Mr. Bond's opinion on the 

subject. 

A man living in the neighborhood of the scene also heard the report of an explosion close by, 

and thought that somebody had had a shot at his dog which ran to him terrified. 

If it had not been for the alertness of Constable Fry in getting the brigade Providence only 

knows where the fire would have ended, as the breeze that was blowing at the time would 

very seen have had the fire spread over the length of Ellen street. 

Plainclothes Constable Bond has reported the whole of the circumstances to Mr. W. L. Blight, 

J.P., coroner, who has ordered an inquest to be held at the Local Courthouse at 2 p.m. to-

day. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Wednesday 14 November 1923, page 13 

CRACKSMEN AND FIRE. 

An Open Verdict 

PORT PIRIE, Tuesday. 

Mr. W. L. Blight (Coroner) Held an inquest this afternoon into the circumstances surrounding 

the fire which occurred early on Sunday morning at Messrs. Goode Brothers' premises, Ellen 

street.  
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John Bathgate Johnston, a member of the firm, gave evidence that he left everything in order 

on Saturday afternoon. He received a telephone call from Constable Fry at 2.20 a.m. on 

Sunday stating that the premises were on fire. He estimated the damage at £289.  

Constable Fry deposed that his attention was drawn to the building by an explosion and the 

subsequent smell of burning. He gave the alarm to the brigade. Station Officer E. W. Cook 

said the fire was making great headway when the brigade reached the scene. The fascia 

boards of the balcony, and the stairway at the rear of the premises were alight, and the 

flames had also reached the dispatch department. In a few minutes they had the fire under 

control. He could not say what caused the fire.  

Mr. L. A. Groome, who resides 30 yards from the scene of the fire, said that he was 

awakened by what he took to be a revolver shot. His dog rushed into his bedroom as if very 

much frightened, and witness went to see if there was any one about. He tried to coax the 

dog outside, but it would not come. When he went outside the brigade had arrived.  

Alan Ralph Hedley, ironmonger, employed by Goode Brothers, said he went to the powder 

magazine at 11.30 a.m. on Saturday. He saw the lock on the door, which had been placed 

there previously, had been replaced by one of a different make, and he had to burst it open. 

The lock was not of the kind stocked by Goode Brothers. He took 2 lb. gelignite out, and 

found that 3 lb. was missing. The corner of a case of gelignite had been broken in a way that 

would be unusual for an employe to open a case. On Monday at 8.15 a.m. he again went to 

the magazine. There was then no appearance of the lock having been tampered with.  

Plainclothes Constable Bond deposed that underneath the staircase was a heap of debris, 

composed of paper, hessian, &c., partially destroyed by fire. In the wall of the main building, 

on the southern end, about 12 ft. from the ground just above the junction of the staircase, was 

a hole 2 ft. in diameter, with a depth of 3 to 18 in. There were auger marks on a piece of wood 

immediately under the hole on the ground. The hole blown out, had it been continued, would 

have led into the strongroom, the wall of which had been severely shaken. The conditions 

indicated that the damage had been done by means of explosives, and give indication that it 

was the work of expert safe blowers. The scheme had been carelessly carried out, and the 

charge had backfired. The auger holes were part of the proceedings to get the charge into the 

wall.  

The Coroner found that the fire was caused by some person or persons unknown, in an 

attempt to blow up the strongroom. He complimented Constable Fry and the fire brigade upon 

their alertness, which had probably averted a disastrous conflagration. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 14 November 1923, page 2 

CRIMINALS AT WORK 

The Goode Bros’ Fire 

CORONIAL ENQUIRY HELD 

DAMNING EVIDENCE BY POLICE 

That the fire which occurred at Goode Bros, on Sunday, November 11, was caused by some 

person or persons unknown during an attempt to blow up the firm's strongroom, was the 

finding of Mr. W. Blight, J.P., as Coroner, at the Pirie Courthouse yesterday, when an enquiry 

was conducted into the circumstances surrounding the occurrence on Sunday morning. The 

proceedings were supervised by Sergeant Church. 

John Johnston, merchant, Goode Bros., gave evidence that he left the premises on Saturday 

about 1.30 p.m. Everything was in order when he left the building. On Sunday, November 11, 

he received a telephone message from Constable Fry at about 2.20 a.m. The constable told 

him his shop was on fire. Witness dressed quickly, and when he arrived at the premises the 

fire was under control though it was still burning. The fire brigade was in attendance. The 
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store was closed except the front balcony door, which was open. Witness was positive that 

the fire was not caused by spontaneous combustion. The damage was estimated at about 

£289. The building and stock was insured with the Norwich Union Co. for about £35,750. 

Goode Bros, were the local agents. 

Constable Fry told the Court that on Sunday last he was on duty at Pirie from 10 o'clock on 

Saturday night till 6 o'clock on Sunday morning. At 2.5 a.m. on Sunday he heard a loud report 

which seemed to come from the northern end of Ellen-street. Witness walked to the corner of 

Mary Ellie-street, and while standing for a few minutes noticed a strong smell of paper and 

wood burning. The wind was blowing from the north-west at the time. Witness crossed to the 

eastern side of the street and ran to the Alhambra Theatre where he could see a glow of fire 

and smoke rising from what appeared to be at the rear of Doyle's dining rooms. Witness 

broke the glass of the fire alarm at the Alhambra Theatre, rang the alarm and while waiting for 

the brigade, knocked on the door of the Exchange Hotel and called the licensee, telling him 

there was a fire close to his premises. Witness then endeavored to awaken other residents in 

the vicinity. By this time sparks were blowing across Ellen-street. Witness then turned into 

Alexander-street, and called the brigade, which had just arrived at the Alhambra Theatre. It 

was subsequently learned that the fire was burning at the rear of Goode Bros. store. The 

brigade entered the rear of the premises by way of a lane off Florence-street. The fire then 

had a good hold of the back staircase and balcony of the main building of the store. Witness 

saw nobody in the vicinity of the fire when he arrived there. He communicated by phone with 

Mr. Johnston, the manager of Goode Bros., and told him the store was alight. Witness 

remained at the scene of the fire, until it was extinguished. He did not know what caused the 

fire. 

Station-Officer Cook, of the Pirie Fire Brigade deposed that at 2.20 a.m. on Sunday, 

November 11, he received a call from the Alhambra fire alarm. On arrival at the theatre he 

noticed sparks rising from the rear of a building which appeared to be the Exchange Hotel. 

Shortly afterwards witness discovered the fire was at the rear of Goode Bros. It was making 

good headway. The balcony, stairway and main roof were burning. The brigade immediately 

proceeded to extinguish the fire and had it under control within about 30 minutes. Sergeant 

Church: Do you know what caused the fire?—I cannot swear what caused it. 

L. A. Groom gave evidence that on Sunday morning he was awakened by what seemed to 

him to be a revolver shot, and having his back door open, his dog rushed into the room, 

terrified. Witness went outside into the yard, and tried to take his dog out with him, but the 

animal would not come. Witness, who slept about 30 yards from where the fire occurred, went 

back to bed, but was again disturbed when the brigade arrived on the scene. 

Allen Ralph Hedley, ironmonger, employed by Goode Bros., said on Saturday at about 11.30 

a.m. he went to the firm's powder magazine, and noticed that the lock on the door which had 

been placed there two weeks ago was missing and a new lock of a different make was in its 

place. Witness was unable to find a key to unlock the lock and had to break the door open. 

He did not know where the lock came from. Wit-ness took two lbs. of gelignite from the 

magazine for a customer, and then placed a new lock on the door. On Monday morning at 

about 9.45 witness went to the magazine and found that the lock had not been tampered with. 

Witness examined the stock, and found that about three lbs. of gelignite had been removed. 

The corner of the new case of gelignite had been broken. About three lbs. of gelignite was 

missing on Saturday morning. 

Plainclothes-Constable Bond gave evidence that at 11.30 a.m. on Sunday he went to the rear 

of Goode Bros.' stores at Ellen-street, Pirie. Witness saw that the staircase leading to the 

balcony was totally destroyed by fire, also a portion of the balcony was burnt. Some rafters on 

the wall of the main building were partly destroyed. A window of a despatch room was 

destroyed. Underneath the staircase a large quantity of debris, ashes, etc., was littered, and 

this was partly destroyed. Witness examined the premises in company with Mr. Johnston, of 

Goode Bros., and Station-Officer Cook. On the wall of the main building about 12 feet from 
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the ground, just above the junction of the staircase, witness saw a hole measuring about two 

feet square with a depth of from three to 18 inches. On examining the hole, witness saw 

auger marks about half an inch in diameter, and on a piece of woodwork in front of the hole 

there were several auger holes close together, and of the same size as in the wall, and which 

appeared to have been freshly done. On the ground under the hole in the wall, witness saw a 

quantity of stone and mortar scattered about, and it was similar to that in the wall. The wall in 

which the hole was is the wall of Messrs. Goods Bros.' strong-room. With Messrs. Johnston 

and Cook, witness went into the strong-room and saw that the wall which was immediately 

behind, had been severely shaken, the plaster work having been removed. The condition of 

the hole in the wall and the manner in which it was bored, showed that it was done with a 

charge of explosives, and bears evidence as that of expert safe-blowers. In witness' opinion, 

a charge of explosive was placed at the wall with the intention of blowing the strong-room and 

it showed signs that it was done carelessly, and had backfired. That could cause any debris in 

the vicinity to catch alight and by the report heard by Constable Fry and Mr. Groom, was 

identical with the noise of a backfire. If it was not a backfire it would be impossible to hear it at 

the distance stated by Constable Fry. The auger holes would be a part of the proceedings in 

putting the charge in the wall. 

After giving his verdict, the coroner complimented the two constables Fry and Willcox and the 

fire brigade for their prompt action which undoubtedly, he said, averted a serious catastrophe. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 21 November 1923, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL 

Pirie Fire Brigade. 

The number of Pirie Fire Brigade calls during the past 12 months was 38. There were six of a 

serious nature, 12 slight damage, four rubbish fires, four grass fires, three chimney fires, and 

four with malicious intent. One false alarm and four line faults were also recorded. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 21 November 1923, page 4 

BURNT TO THE GROUND 

HOUSE AT ASTORIA BLOCKS. 

Shortly before noon yesterday a fire broke out at a house in Cemetery-road, Astoria Blocks, 

Pirie, and on the arrival of the fire brigade at about 12.20, the building was completely burnt to 

the ground. 

The brigade received a call from Pirie West at 12.15, but their services were not urgently 

required when they arrived. The building which was built of wood and iron, and occupied by 

Mr. H. Farrell, a painter, crashed to the ground in a ruined heap and nothing was left standing. 

The house comprised four rooms, and was owned by Mr. Joseph Fletcher. It is understood 

that it was fully insured. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 27 November 1923, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL 

A Grass Fire. 

Yesterday afternoon about 4.30 a grass fire occurred in an open patch of ground at the back 

of a house in Esmond-road. The fire brigade was summoned and was quickly on the scene, 

with the fire reel, under Chief Officer Cook. The fire, however, was practically out when the 

brigade arrived, owing to the efforts of neighbors, and the firemen put the finishing touches on 

and made all safe. The fire had begun to consume the back fence of a house, but apart from 

that no damage was done. 



Port Pirie Fire Brigade.docx 
Page 136 of 318 

SA Country Fire Service Promotions Unit 
www.fire-brigade.asn.au 

9 June 2026 

1924 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 15 January 1924, page 2 

A Grass Fire. 

Yesterday afternoon at 4.20 o'clock, the Pirie Fire Brigade received a call to the corner of 

Senate and Balmoral roads, where a grass fire was burning on what is known as Pirie Estate. 

Under Chief Officer Cook the brigade quickly subdued the flames. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 30 January 1924, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL. 

Solomontown Rubbish Tip on Fire. 

Thick clouds of white smoke issuing from the direction of Three-Chain road south-west, 

attracted the attention of Solomontown residents yesterday afternoon. It was soon learned 

that the Solomontown rubbish tip was on fire, and it was not long before the Fire Brigade was 

on the scene. The fire had no threatening aspect and after burning steadily for some time, 

smouldered into a haze of smoke. Throughout the afternoon the Brigade watched it closely 

until it was considered safe to leave unguarded. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 8 March 1924, page 1 

A FIRE. 

IN FISH SHOP. 

Blaze in Alexander Street. 

Shortly after one o'clock this morning a fire was discovered in the Central fish shop 

Alexander-street. The fire brigade quickly responded to the call and soon had the blaze under 

control. The shop which was a wooden one was gutted. It was a good save. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 10 March 1924, page 3 

3 SHOPS SUFFER 

Smart Brigade Work. 

Consequent on "The Recorder" going to press on Friday night at the time when the Fire 

Brigade was working on the fire in Alexander-street, only meagre details were forthcoming. 

Further enquiries made in the interim, however, have disclosed that the Pirie Brigade's 

prompt attendance, coupled with a certain amount of good luck, confined the damage done to 

approximately £300, when stocks alone to the value of over £2000 were in danger of being 

burned. This is, of course, apart from the buildings. 

The brigade answered an Alexander-street alarm at 12.48 a.m., and on arrival were directed 

by the police to the back of Nos. 14, 16 and 18 shops, occupied by A. Barduca (cool drinks 

and confectionery), M. Porcelli (fish and smallgoods), and I. Davey (cool drinks and 

confectionery) respectively. 

The back portion of No. 14 was found to be well alight, and the fire was spreading west 

rapidly. The brigade was taking no chances, and the recently acquired fire engine was on the 

scene, accompanying the old one. Neither engine was needed, however, for lines of hose 

were run from the Central-lane and Alexander-street. 

After 30 minutes' hard work, during which the firemen were forced to drive a way under the 

roofs, the flames were encircled and practically beaten. It was a tedious job crawling round 

the principals of the buildings, and the care used was evidenced by the fact that, with the 

exception of Porcelli's fish shop, the frontages were not touched by water. 
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Station-Officer Cook has every reason to be pleased with the work of his men in saving the 

ancient shops from destruction. Double danger was encountered, as the two drink shops 

housed heavily-charged castiron gas cylinders which, had they exploded, would have caused 

great trouble. 

THE DAMAGE. 

Porcelli's.—Back of the premises completely burned out, and shop fittings badly damaged. 

The stock, consisting mainly of fish, was thoroughly cooked. Last night the mixed aroma of 

prawns, filet and snapper, done more than a turn, was fairly high. The stock and fitting 

damage is about £60. 

Barduea's.—Mr. Barduea suffered heaviest of the three. His rear rooms contained a heavy 

new consignment of confectionery and syrups, which were all destroyed. The proprietor 

ruefully metioned that he had stored his sweets in the coolest place possible, but his luck was 

out. His soda fountain motor was damaged, but not beyond repair. His whole stock was 

insured with the Victoria Insurance Company for £332, and the damage amounted to about 

£140. 

Davey's.—A survey of the damage at the rear of Ivan Davey's was proceeding last night. He 

was unfortunate in losing half a ton of sugar held for ice cream purposes, and his fountain 

motor suffered considerable damage. His full stock was insured in the West Australian 

Company for £900. Happily his main stock was not disturbed. The rear rooms suffered 

heavily, and the flames were beaten back when entering the refreshment room. 

Mr. Davey's losses in stock were later estimated at £111. The buildings were all insured with 

the Northern Assurance Company. Plainclothes Constable Bond is preparing a full report of 

the fire which will be handed to Mr. D. C. Scott, S.M., this morning. 

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), Saturday 10 May 1924, page 15 

PORT PIRIE. 

May 5. — On Saturday morning the fire brigade received a call from the Crispinville alarm. A 

wooden house, occupied by Mrs. Upton, a widow, was alight, and, despite the endeavors of 

the firefighters, both the house and its contents were totally destroyed. It is understood that 

the house was insured, but that the furniture was not. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 17 September 1924, page 3 

Small Fire 

SHED DAMAGED. 

A wood and iron outhouse comprising two attached sheds was partly burned by a fire which 

broke out at the rear of Mr. E. Smith's residence, Vera street, Ellandale, shortly after 7 o'clock 

on Monday night. 

The Port Pirie Fire Brigade received a call at 7.50 o'clock, and an engine was despatched to 

the scene of the outbreak, where it was found that no serious damage had resulted. The fire 

was extinguished in a few minutes. 

It was stated that the firemen experienced some trouble with the water mains in Vera street. 

Questioned yesterday Station-officer Cook said that there was no cause for complaint. "I was 

quite satisfied with the water service." he said. "It is a common and in many cases, 

unavoidable occurrence after a rainfall, for the plugs to be blocked with mud. This is easily 

remedied. We had no trouble worth mentioning on Monday night. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 1 December 1924, page 1 

A FIRE CALL. 
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To Solomontown. 

FOUR-ROOMED HOUSE BURNED. 

Spectators at Saturday night's carnival on the Recreation Ground were thrilled when, at about 

8.30, the Brigade doors opposite flew open with a bang, and the motor fire-engine, laden with 

helmeted firemen emerged. With warning-bell clanging, the engine swung into Mary-Ellie 

street and disappeared toward Solomontown. 

Upon inquiry, it was found that a ring had been received from the alarm on Three-Chain 

Road. On the arrival of the brigade, it was found that a four-roomed wooden dwelling No. 6, 

Square street, Waterworks-town, was well alight. Hoses were quickly run out, and within 10 

minutes of arrival, the blaze was beaten. Not, however, before it had destroyed the two front 

rooms and contents, and partially destroyed the contents of the rear portion. 

The house was owned and occupied by Mrs. K. M. Hillier, who was on the Recreation Ground 

with Mr. Hillier at the time of the outbreak. Happily, there was no wind blowing, and the 

danger to adjoining homes was lightened. The nearest house was only about 20 feet away 

from the burning home. 

The Brigade was favored with a good pressure of water. The house was insured with the 

Alliance Office for a sum of £150, and the contents with the Royal Exchange for £100. The 

cause of the outbreak is unknown. A police report will be submitted to the Coroner this 

morning. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 5 December 1924, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL 

Pirie Fire Brigade. 

The Pirie Fire Brigade report, that during the year there were two fires of a serious nature, 

nine rubbish and grass fires, two chimney fires, six malicious false alarms, two line defaults, 

and one false alarm. These fires were not serious. The total number of calls was 25. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 10 December 1924, page 2 

Small Fire at Risdon Park. 

Shortly after 4 o'clock on Sunday afternoon, the Pirie Fire Brigade received a call to Mr. 

Hannan's residence on Balmoral road where a fire had broken out in a shed stacked with 

about four tons of hay. The firemen soon extinguished the blaze, but the shed and its 

contents were destroyed. No other damage was done. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 16 December 1924, page 2 

Fire Brigade Inspection. 

Messrs J. E. Dickie (chief officer of the South Australian Fire Brigade) and E. Frinsdorf 

(chairman of the Board) arrived at Pirie yesterday on a tour of inspection. The local brigade 

underwent an inspection during the afternoon, the fire engine being in action in the main 

streets of the town. The brigade officials will probably leave Pirie today. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 17 December 1924, page 2 

Two Fires. 

The unusual spectacle of the fire brigade in action was witnessed yesterday. Two calls were 

received within a few minutes of each other. At 1.40 p.m. the brigade received an intimation 

that their services were required along the Terrace. They were quickly on the scene of the fire 

which proved to be a grassfire. This was quickly extinguished. The brigade on returning to the 

Station were again called out. The second fire occurred at the Casino open-air Theatre and 
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was also a grass fire. No damage was done but Station Officer Cook stated that if the latter 

fire had not been quickly put under it may have had alarming effects as the open air theatre is 

surrounded on three sides by numerous buildings. About 20 fires have occurred in the last 

two years in the vicinity of the Casino Theatre. The origin of yesterday's fires is unknown. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 24 December 1924, page 2 

A Small Fire. 

A washing-house and contents on the premises of Mrs. O'Bern at Hallam street, Ellendale, 

were partly destroyed by fire on Monday afternoon. The Pirie Fire Brigade received a call at 

4.48, and soon extinguished the fire. 

1925 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Wednesday 18 February 1925, page 15 

TWO ROOMS BURNT. 

PORT PIRIE, Tuesday. 

Two wood and iron rooms, detached from the main building, situated in Queen street, 

Solomontown, were totally destroyed by fire last night. They were rented by Mr. A. H. Brine 

and were sublet to two men lodgers. They were owned by Mr. A. Baseley, school teacher, of 

Wirrabara. The lodgers lost clothes and other effects to the value of £20. They were enjoying 

a social evening in the main dwelling when the fire occurred. The alarm was given by Mrs. 

Hendry and Plainclothes-Constable McCormack and two other men by means of buckets of 

water prevented the spread of the flames to the main building until the arrival of the brigade. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 24 February 1925, page 1 

FIRE ALARM. 

Blaze off Florence Street. 

BRIGADE PREVENTS SPREAD. 

At about 10 minutes to six last evening the Pirie Fire Brigade received a call to the northern 

end of Florence street—that congested block of buildings fronted by Moyle's Baths. 

On arrival, they found a wood and iron structure, popularly known as Bowden's stables, well 

alight and crackling fiercely. Fortunately, there was little breeze blowing at the time, but that 

little caused the firemen, under Station-Officer Cook, anxiety for a time, for at this particular 

spot the cottages, with their tiny yards, are huddled very closely together. A single line of hose 

was run out from the Florence street main, and, with a splendid flow of water, ten minutes 

was sufficient to get the blaze under control. The building was used by Messrs Thos. Bowden 

and Son as a stables, chaff-house and harness-room, and its contents were practically 

destroy-ed. The property was uninsured. The foreign element, of whom there are many living 

in close proximity to the scene of the fire, dis-played considerable anxiety in their efforts to 

ensure the safety of their belongings, and one, a six-foot Greek, was seen departing hurriedly 

toward George street heavily laden with bedding. 

Happily, no serious results were caused by the outbreak, but, had there been a high wind, 

one would be inclined to agree with Station-Officer Cook, who, later in the evening, offered 

fervent thanks for the absence of a big breeze. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 10 March 1925, page 1 

Correspondence. 

FIRE BRIGADE BOARD. 
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From the Fire Brigade Board, giving notice that the amount of probable necessary 

expenditure for the maintenance of the local Fire Brigade for the quarter ending March 31, 

1925, would be £885, and the proportionate part of the same (two months) due (by the 

Council, £196 13/4, which it will be required to pay on March 5, 1925. 

The following is a copy of the estimate of the probable necessary expenditure within the 

municipality for the year ending December 31., 1925: —Maintenance, £2,730; accident 

insurance, £60; general management, £112; rent, rates, and taxes. £25; telephones and 

alarms, £20; uniforms, £120; superannuation system, £8; contingencies, £100; interest, £100; 

redemption of plant debentures, £181; £3,681, less attendance of firemen at places of 

entertainment, £140, £3,541. The letter was formally received. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 17 April 1925, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL 

The Pirie Fire Brigade received a call to Moyle's cordial factory at 1.45 o'clock on Wednesday 

night. It charge of Station-officer Cook two engines were soon on the scene where it was 

found that a small fire had broken out as the result of an oil engine becoming overheated. 

Only slight damage was done to the top of the roof. The fire originated between the cordial 

factory and the refrigerating plant. It is stated that the outbreak may have had more serious 

results but for the prompt arrival of the brigade. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 11 May 1925, page 1 

FIRE AT A.W.U. HALL. 

OFFICE GUTTED. 

Mysterious Night Outbreak 

UNION DOCUMENTS DESTROYED. 

Considerable loss, mainly the destruction of union papers, books, and records, was sustained 

by the Pirie branch of the Australian Workers' Union through a fire which broke out in the 

early hours of Saturday morning at the union rooms, Ellen Street. 

Fortunately, it may be said, the building is a substantially built stone structure, or the losses 

may have been much heavier. 

At about 2.50 o'clock on Saturday morning, Mr. D. Degenaro, who conducts a business next 

door, was awakened by a strange sound. Thinking it might be night marauders, he secured 

means of protection and went to investigate. On getting outside, he was startled to hear a 

crash of glass and the crackling of flames in the adjoining premises, the A.W.U. rooms. 

Mr. Degenaro lost no time in getting to the alarm in front of Pelham's, and four minutes later 

the brigade, in charge of Senior-Fireman Booth, was on the scene. Two lines of hose were 

quickly brought into action, and, aided by a good flow of water, the firemen got quickly to 

work. The fire, which apparently had started at the rear of the premises, had worked its way 

through an office and along the roof. 

There were six firemen on the job, with the motor pump. The fire was eventually got under 

control, but not before the organiser's office and contents had been completely destroyed. 

The back portion of the premises presented a sorry spectacle. The ceiling and roof was burnt 

through in many places, and there is a gaping hole in the office floor. One door, of which only 

a charred half remains, swings on one hinge. The office used by Mr. Robinette is untenable. 

The residence of Mr. Degenaro, though not badly damaged by fire, suffered through the 

amount of water necessary to prevent the spread of the fire. Mr. Robinette was advised of the 

outbreak, and was quickly on the scene. After the flames had been subdued, he found that 

the office safe was the only thing intact. The table, chairs, telephone, reference books ,and 
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other papers had all disappeared. Much evidence in regard to lead poisoning, which the 

organizer was preparing for the Royal Commission's return, was also among the destroyed 

property. 

The buildings are the property of Cowan's Estate (Executor, Trustee, Agency Co., Adelaide); 

local agents, A. A. Pearce & Co., Florence Street. The insurance on the building is unknown. 

Its contents were not insured. The cause of the fire is unknown, but it is thought that it started 

in Mr. Robinette's office. An inquiry will be held on Tuesday afternoon. 

Severe damage was caused both by fire and water, and its extent is as yet unknown. A new 

roof and ceiling will be required, as well as extensive renovations to the office. A rough 

estimate places the damage as £250. 

Mr. Robinette was to have left for Adelaide on Saturday morning to take up his part in the 

Royal Commission on lead poisoning, but this incident intervened. Mr. J. Murphy, State 

president of the union, will arrive in Pirie today, and will attend the inquiry tomorrow afternoon. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 12 May 1925, page 2 

THE A.W.U FIRE. 

INQUIRY OPENED.  

No Evidence of Origin. 

Mr. T. R. Taylor as Coroner, held an inquiry at the Pirie Courthouse yesterday into the 

circumstances surrounding the fire which occurred at the A.W.U. rooms, Ellen-street, early on 

Saturday morning. 

Sergeant Howie conducted the enquiry, and Mr. W. Robinette (A.W.U. organiser) appeared 

on behalf of that organisation. Sergeant Howie informed the Coroner that he had been 

requested by the agents of the property, Messrs A. A. Pearce and Co., to ask for an 

adjournment to enable them to ascertain whether the building was insured, and by what 

company, if any. 

Mr. Robinette said he had no objection to an adjournment, but he suggested that his evidence 

be taken that day, because he was a member of the Royal Commission inquiring into lead 

poisoning, and was leaving Pirie on Tuesday, and would not return until June 3 or 4. The 

Coroner said he would take the evidence only, and then adjourn. 

Dominico Degenaro, fish merchant said a portion of the building in question was occupied by 

him. A stone wall separated his residence from the A.W.U. building. Pearce and Co. were the 

agents for the building. Witness came home at 2 o'clock on Saturday morning. There is a lane 

on the southern side of the A.W.U. office. He noticed nothing strange when he came home. 

There were no signs of a fire. Witness went to bed, and was reading a newspaper, when at 

about 2.30, he fancied someone was walking in the yard. He dropped the paper, and listened. 

At 2.45 he heard the sound of glass breaking and falling. Witness awakened his wife, and 

said "Somebody is breaking a window in our kitchen, or next door." He got out of bed, armed 

himself with a pistol, and on going to investigate saw a red glare between his premises and 

the A.W.U. building. He told his wife to get up, and get out of the place, because it was on 

fire. He also awakened a boarder, who was sleeping in the back room. He then broke the 

glass of the fire alarm cabinet, and got in touch with the fire brigade. About two or three 

minutes later the fire brigade arrived on the scene. He told one of the firemen that there was 

2,000 petrol cases stacked in his cellar. They were not damaged. The witness' clothes and 

furniture were damaged by water. The fire was in the ceiling of the kitchen and bedroom of 

witness' premises. Witness estimated the damage to his property at £50. When he first got up 

to investigate, he saw nobody in the vicinity of the building. 
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Mr. Robinette (to witness): How long was it after you first heard the crash of glass that you 

saw the flame?—Only about two minutes. The Coroner: From where you were standing, 

could you see into the window of the A.W.U. office?—No. 

James Wells, laborer, residing at Mr. Degenaro's house, gave evidence that he occupied a 

room at the rear of the building. He returned home on Friday night at 10 o'clock. He went to 

bed at about 11 o'clock. He did not see any signs of fire. Later, Mr. Degenaro awakened him, 

and told him to get up and leave the house. 

Alan Grant, laborer, said he occupied a room at the rear of the A.W.U. office. He went to bed 

shortly after 9 o'clock on Friday night, and was reading until 10 o'clock, when he went to 

sleep. He was awakened between 3.30 and 4 a.m. by voices outside. He was not aware that 

there was a fire, at that time. He awakened at about 2 o'clock, but soon went to sleep. He did 

not hear a sound while he was awake. 

Walter Robinette (A.W.U. organiser) gave evidence that at 7.30 p.m. on Friday night, he was 

in the A.W.U. office with his wife and another lady. He was there about five, or ten minutes. 

When he went there the doors were secure, and there was no odour of fire. They returned to 

his office at about 8.30. They left some parcels there, and then left. Witness returned to the 

office at 10 p.m. to get the parcels. He was in the office about 20 minutes. The condition of 

the office was the same as it was at 7.30. Witness was not smoking while he was in the office 

that night. Before leaving the place, he locked the front door, but did not lock the back door. 

The latter was not used by him after he left the office at 5.30., when he closed it. The outside 

of the window was barred, and was never snibbed. Witness understood that the property 

belonged to the late Mr James Cowan's estate. The agents were A. & A. Pearce and Co. The 

furniture inside the building was the property of the A.W.U. The damage was estimated at 

between £30 and £40. As far as he was aware, the property was not insured. He did not know 

if the building was insured. The documents and papers in connection with the A.W.U. were in 

the safe, pigeon holes, and on the wall. They were all practically destroyed. He was first 

notified of the fire by Constable Kennedy at 3.15 a.m. on Saturday morning. Mr. C. L. Gray, 

who was absent from Pirie, had access to the building, and Mr. G. Hay-ball (temporary 

organiser during witness' absence from the office). Witness went to the scene of the fire. 

Sergeant Howie: Can you form any idea as to how the fire originated?— No; there has been 

no fire in the stove at the office for over a week. I followed the usual practice of switching off 

the electric light meter. 

Thomas Booth, senior fireman at Port Pirie Fire Brigade Station, said he received a call at 

2.55 a.m. on Saturday. The brigade turned out, and proceeded to the office of the A.W.U., 

which they found to be on fire, also the ceiling and roof of Degenaro's building. The brigade 

had the fire under control in about 15 minutes. Witness could not form any opinion as to the 

origin of the fire. 

The inquiry was adjourned until next Monday at 2 p.m. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 2 October 1925, page 1 

INCINERATED IN BLAZING HOME. 

SHOCKING TRAGEDY AT SOLOMONTOWN. 

TRAGIC DEATH OF WELL-KNOWN RESIDENT. 

DESTRUCTIVE FIRE FOLLOWS RIFLE SHOT. 

Oliver street, Solomontown was the scene of a shocking tragedy yesterday afternoon, when 

the charred body of Irvine Janes Speers, a married man, was found among the burnt debris of 

his home, which was completely gutted by fire despite a great effort on the part of the Pirie 

Fire Brigade. It is learned that, just prior to the discovery that the house was on fire, the sound 
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of a rifle shot was heard from within. The tragic news cast a poignant gloom over the whole 

neighborhood. 

The tragedy is attended by certain mysterious circumstances. When the body of Mr. Speers 

was recovered from the smoking ruins of his home, the charred parts of a heavy service rifle 

were found lying near by. In the chamber of the burned weapon was an empty cartridge. 

Lying near were bundles of half burned papers. The mystery is accentuated by the fact that 

shortly before 3 o'clock, neighbors opposite the house heard the report of a rifle. A little later, 

a lady at the house noticed smoke issuing from the front of Speers' residence. Accompanied 

by other neighbors she immediately summoned the fire brigade from the Pirie South alarm, 

and within at the most four minutes after receiving the call the brigade was on the scene. The 

fire, however, was beyond control when the firemen arrived. In a mass of flames the building 

was still standing when the powerful flow of water from the brigade hoses was played on. 

ALMOST A MIRACLE. 

It was almost a miracle that the house next door to the burning building was not gutted also. 

The brigade, fully alive to the danger in this direction, hosed the house which had nearly 

caught afire from the fierce heat of the burning home of the Speers family. A strong wind from 

the north was a handicap to the firemen. 

Crowds of people soon gathered in the street and Station-Officer Cook sent for the police. It 

was not until he had been on the scene ten minutes that he was told that Mr. Speers was 

inside the fast crumbling building. To go into that raging furnace was an impossibility. The 

heat was terrible, and perspiring, dirty-faced firemen faced it with commendable pluck and 

endurance. 

Half an hour after the brigade arrived the building, which was composed of wood and iron, 

crashed to the ground, and the charred and blackened body of Speers was found amidst the 

burning embers. The body was immediately covered with a sheet of iron, and the firemen, 

seeing that the building was a hopeless wreck of burnt timber and hot iron, kept the full flow of 

their hoses on the gutted wreckage that was once a home. 

From information gleaned at the scene of the fire, it is understood that Mrs Speers, with her 

youngest daughter, left home shortly after 2 o'clock. Her three other children, the eldest of 

whom is a student at the High School, were at school when the fire occurred. 

POIGNANT SCENES. 

The late Mr. Speers was about 38 years of age, and was employed at the Smelters on day 

work. During the past two or three days he had been rather unwell and had remained at 

home. It is stated that Mr. Speers' bedroom door was locked when the fire broke out, although 

the other doors in the house, were open. 

An hour after Station-Officer Cook sent for the police, Constable Olsen, from Pirie West 

arrived. Mounted Constable Fitzgerald was also on the scene. The ambulance arrived later 

and conveyed the body to the police morgue. 

"Although it was fully ten minutes after we arrived that we were told that a man was in the 

burning house," said Station-Officer Cook, when questioned on the matter, "it would have 

been totally impossible to enter the building. The house was a mass of flames." 

While the firemen were working on the burning building, at least 50 rifle cartridge shots were 

heard above the roar of the flames. Smoke belched from the windows and doors in thick, 

white clouds, and the pungent odor of burning wood prevailed. 

When the body of the dead man was recovered, after the flames had subsided, Constable 

Olsen, assisted by the firemen, searched the burned debris, and all the time a strong stream 

of water was played on the smoking ruins of the place. 
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It is stated that Mrs. Speers was in Pirie when the terrible news reached her ears. She was 

taken to her brother-in-law's home outside of Pirie. The tragic news comes as a great shock 

to Pirie people. 

It is not known how the fire originated. The strange story told by a neighbor relating to the 

report of a rifle adds a further poignant significance to the tragedy. The dead man was well 

known in Pirie, and was secretary of the local branch of the F.E.D. and F.A., and was a 

member of the Pirie Rifle Club. 

It is understood that an inquest into the circumstances of the tragedy will be held as soon as 

possible. Questioned yesterday, a neighbor said Mr. Speers had been ill of late, but, as far as 

she knew, he had got up from bed during the morning yesterday. It is believed that he was 

fully clothed just before the fire was noticed. 

Great praise is due to the Pirie Fire Brigade for its remarkably prompt and commendable work 

in arriving on the scene so soon after receiving the call, and the splendid work carried out by 

the firemen, under Station-officer Cook. The brigade's work yesterday was an achievement, 

as well as a common duty. Its quick response to the call is said to be the promptest for many 

years. The firemen watched the smouldering building till late last night. The house next door 

was soon out of danger after the brigade arrived. 

The house was owned by the late Mr. Speers, and was insured by the Standard Insurance 

Company, it is not known for what amount the house was insured. Mr. Brett, of Pirie, is the 

agent for the company. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 17 October 1925, page 2 

FIRE AT PIRIE WEST. 

Good Save by Brigade. 

Shortly before 3 o'clock yesterday morning a wood and iron house occupied by Mr. M. H. 

Stigwood in Seventh street, Pirie West, was partly burned by a fire, the origin of which is 

unknown. Two of the rooms were badly damaged, but the others were only slightly burned. 

The Pirie Fire Brigade received a call from Hancock's fire alarm at 2.50 a.m., and on arrival at 

the scene of the fire, found that the house, a five roomed building, was well alight. The 

brigade arrived just in time, for had the fire been given another few minutes, the house would 

have been destroyed.  The brigade eventually had the fire under control, and it was not long 

before the flames were extinguished. 

It is understood that Mr. Stigwood the occupant, with a friend was in bed when he noticed 

smoke in the house. Both men got dressed and hurried out of the house. They were outside 

in the street when the brigade arrived.bThe building was insured for £300, and the furniture 

for £100. 

Station-officer Cook stated yesterday that the house next door occupied by Mrs. F. J. Carter 

was in danger at one time during the fire, but the brigade managed to quell the flames. The 

windows of the house next door were damaged. It is not known how the fire originated, 

although it is believed that it began in the dining room. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 28 October 1925, page 1 

Fire Brigade Busy. 

THREE TURNOUTS YESTERDAY. 

The Pirie Fire Brigade were the victims of a false fire alarm shortly after midnight yesterday 

morning. A call was received from Hancock's alarm at Pirie West at about 12.30 a.m., and the 

brigade turned out promptly in response. When the firemen arrived at the locality indicated 
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there was no sign of a fire of any kind. This is not a very common practice in Pirie, but the 

penalty for culprits is a heavy one. 

A small grass fire broke out in a paddock opposite Nurse Bray's hospital yesterday afternoon, 

but fortunately no serious damage was done. The Fire Brigade were soon on the scene, and 

it was not very long be-fore the outbreak was extinguished. 

At 8.20 last night the Brigade was brought out for the third time, on this occasion to the 

residence of Mr. F. Brighton, 54, the Terrace, where it was found that minor damage had 

been done to the frame of one of the windows and the ceiling. The house is of stone. 

Fortunately, the fire was noticed in good time, and on the arrival of the Brigade it had been 

extinguished. 

Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954), Saturday 14 November 1925, page 14 

PAINT SHOPS ABLAZE 

Big Fire at Pirie 

PORT PIRIE, Today. 

Nearly £2,000 worth of damage was done by a fire in the premises of Holmes & Key, painters, 

Main road, Solomontown, late last night. 

The burning building presented a picturesque sight with multi-colored flames bursting from 

drums of oil and paint which exploded with the great heat. The premises were completely 

destroyed. Residents who were abroad shortly before 11 o'clock were startled by the sight of 

clouds of belching black smoke and shooting flames coming from the direction of the beach. 

The main building, which was about 60 feet long with 25 feet frontage, was wood and iron. 

Adjoining it were two living rooms of stone and a small oil and paint store. Detached at the 

rear was a store containing a quantity of cased benzine. Mr. E. D. Holmes, one of the 

partners, at 10.45 o'clock ran his motor car into the roadway preparatory to starting on a trip 

to the city. Accompanying him was Mr. M. A. Murdoch. Mr. Holmes while waiting for his 

companion to return from a nearby shop, heard a slight report in the building, and on 

investigating found that a fire had already got a strong hold. Both fire engines were 

requisitioned, and the brigade attacked the now blazing building with two lines of hose. There 

was a fine flow of water from a 10-in. main. Seeing that there was no hope of saving the 

building, the firemen concentrated their efforts in keeping it confined in its own area. They 

succeeded in doing this, but the whole of the workshops and store were gutted. Drums of oil 

and paints burst at intervals, spilling their contents into the flames, causing belching clouds of 

black smoke and colored flames to add to the startling spectacle. Inside the shop were a lorry 

undergoing renovation, and a motor car belonging to Mr. Murdoch. Both these were 

destroyed, and half buried in a heap of debris. The building and contents were partly insured 

with the Automobile Assurance Company. The lorry and car were also partly insured. Mr. 

Holmes stated that he used a gas stove in the living quarters at 7 o'clock, but he left 

everything in the usual order. He estimated the loss roughly at £1,800. It was stated that the 

total insurance was £1,300. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 14 November 1925, page 1 

PAINTERS' PREMISES GUTTED. 

HOLMES AND' KEY SUFFER HEAVY LOSS. 

MOTOR LORRY AND CAR COMPLETELY DESTROYED. 

Late last night the premises of Messrs Holmes and Key, painters, on Main Road, 

Solomontown, were completely destroyed by fire. The origin of the outbreak is a mystery. 
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Happily, Pirie has been singularly free from serious fires of late, but residents who were 

abroad shortly before 11 o'clock last night were considerably startled at the sight of clouds of 

belching black smoke and shooting flames coming from the direction of the beach. 

The volume of smoke and the choppy north-west breeze made it appear from a distance as 

though the Pirie Furnishing Company's block was on fire. The blaze, however, was in the 

premises owned and occupied by Holmes and Key, house, coach and motor body painters. 

The main building, which was about 60 feet long, with a 25 feet frontage, was of wood and 

iron. Adjoining were two living rooms of stone, and a small oil and paint store. Detached, at 

the rear, was a store containing a quantity of cased benzine. 

Mr. E. D. Holmes, one of the partners, at 10.45 p.m., ran his motor car into the roadway 

preparatory to starting on a trip to the city. Accompanying him was Mr. M. A. Murdoch. Mr. 

Holmes, while waiting for his companion to return from a nearby shop, heard a slight report in 

the building, and on investigating, found that a fire had already got a hold. He raised the 

alarm, and Mr. Bert Graham rang the Brigade. 

This was at 10.55, and the brigade promptly responded, under Station-Officer Cook. Both 

engines were requisitioned, and the brigade attacked the now blazing building with two lines 

of hose and a splendid flow of water from the 10-inch main. Seeing there was no hope of 

saving the building, the firemen concentrated all their efforts in keeping it confined in its own 

area. This they succeeded in doing, but not before the whole of the workshops and store was 

a wreck. 

Drums of oil and paints burst at intervals, spilling their contents into the flames, and causing 

belching clouds of black smoke to add to a startling spectacle. 

Inside the shop were a lorry undergoing renovation, and a car belonging to Mr. Murdoch. Both 

these were destroyed, and half buried in a heap of debris. Window glass, fittings, tools, 

sheets of galvanised iron and innumerable paint and oil tins formed a sorry sight when the 

flames had been subdued. 

The building and contents were partly insured with the Automobile Assurance Company. The 

lorry was also partly insured, and the car but lightly so. 

In a statement after, Mr. Holmes stated that he used a gas stove in the living quarters at 7 

o'clock, but left everything in usual order. The whole plant had electric light installed, and 

there was no need for the use of naked lights. Every reasonable care had been taken to 

prevent fire. 

Mr. Holmes estimates the firm's loss, roughly, at £1,800. It was stated that the total insurance 

was £1,300. Mr. D. L. Key, the other partner, was returning from the theatre, when he was 

informed that the premises were alight. The large crowd of people on Main Road remarked on 

the promptitude of the brigade in getting to work on the flames. Plain-clothes Constable R. 

Shanks is making the necessary police inquiries. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 19 November 1925, page 2 

EARLY MORNING ALARM A GOOD SAVE. 

Fire in Alexander Street. 

In the early hours of yesterday morning, a fire, the origin of which is not definitely known, 

broke out in the kitchen of the premises occupied by Mr A. Barduca, confectioner, in 

Alexander street, and damage was done to the extent of about £70. Had it not been for the 

prompt arrival, of the Pirie brigade there is no doubt that the outbreak would have had very 

serious consequences. 
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The brigade received a call at 2.45 from Constables Kennedy and Gully who were patrolling 

the street when they noticed smoke issuing from the building. 

When the brigade arrived the rear portion of the premises was a mass of dense smoke. The 

firemen set to work from the front of the shop and soon had a good service of water in 

commission. Fortunately the fire had been prevented from spreading owing to the fact that the 

doors and windows of the premises were closed. Within a comparatively short time the 

outbreak was got under control, and the fire had not spread any further than the kitchen which 

was partly destroyed. A portion of the ceiling, was burnt, and considerable damage was done 

to crockery, and other utensils. The sodawater plant for the manufacture of cool drinks was 

practically destroyed, and the flooring underneath the gas ring was burnt through. 

Station-Officer Cook, in charge of the brigade, stated yesterday that the firemen had no great 

difficulty in extinguishing the fire. "Fortunately." he said, ''the fire had not had a chance to 

spread, otherwise there would have been more serious results." 

A portion of the wall separating the kitchen from the front shop had collapsed, and a part of 

the skirting boards were badly burned. 

Mr Barduca, when questioned, said he could give no explanation as to the origin of the fire. I 

left the premises at 10.30 p.m." he said, "and an assistant and my young daughter left about 

11 o'clock. The doors were locked as usual.'' 

Mr Barduca estimated the damage at about £70. The furniture and contents of the building 

are insured for £750. while the premises which are in the hands of the executors of the estate 

of the late T. Kneese, are also insured. 

Station-Officer Cook stated that in his opinion the fire had been burning slowly for at least two 

hours. 

By a strange co-incidence a fire of a similar character broke out at the rear of Mr I. Davies' 

cool drink shop a couple of doors along the street a year or more ago. 

The fire yesterday morning appears to have begun near the gas ring judging by the extensive 

damage done in that quarter. 

Detective Harris and Plainclothes Constable Shanks have the matter in hand. 

This is the fourth fire in Pirie during the past couple of months. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 24 November 1925, page 2 

Blacksmith Fined. 

FIRE BRIGADE CALLED OUT. 

For neglecting to fully extinguish, on November 9, a fire which he had been using for tyring in 

the yard of his premises, Solomontown, Edward Donnellan, a blacksmith, was yesterday, at 

the Pirie Police Court, before Mr D. G. Scott, S.M., fined £1 and costs. 

Mr. C. R. Hannan appeared for the defendant, who pleaded guilty. Inspector Murphy stated 

that, in consequence of something he was told on the night of November 9, at about 9.30 

o'clock, he visited the premises of the defendant on the corner of Main Road and Illman 

Street, Solomontown. In the back yard, in the open air, a wood fire was burning. Almost all the 

wood had been burnt and only coals were left. A few minutes after his arrival, the fire brigade 

came on the scene, and using about four or five buckets of water, extinguished the fire. 

Witness saw defendent on the following day and spoke to him about the fire. Defendent 

stated that he had thought he had fully extinguished the fire after he had finished using it. He 

did not know who called the brigade, but he would like to find out. Witness stated that he had 

no doubt about the truthfulness of the defendants statement, and, at the time he saw the fire 

he did not consider it dangerous. 



Port Pirie Fire Brigade.docx 
Page 148 of 318 

SA Country Fire Service Promotions Unit 
www.fire-brigade.asn.au 

9 June 2026 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 30 November 1925, page 1 

NIGHT LIGHTS. 

Brigade in Ellen Street. 

MANY FIREMEN—BUT NO FIRE. 

When Pirie is abed, and the street lights have been cut off, two faint gleams indicate where 

stand the jewellery establishments of H. E. LeLievre and Flett and Son, in Ellen-street. No 

marauder has yet thought it worth while to attempt to handle either of these glittering displays 

of wealth through the hours of darkness, in face of those pale glimmers. 

But even a gleam can be looked at from many angles, and last night, when a pedestrian 

(evidently a stranger to Ellen-street at midnight) caught sight of the faint flickering glow behind 

Le Lievre's show window, he immediately skipped across the roadway, and rang lustily for the 

brigade. 

The latter, made super-efficient by much practice of late, were quick to respond, and the 

motor fire-reel, with gong ringing, dashed round the corner within three minutes or so. Station 

Officer Cook, not yet recovered from a rather serious operation to the neck, was in charge, 

muffled and bandaged, and the crew hopped off the reel in Ellen-street, ready for anything. 

Heavy helmets were doffed, and the firemen were soothing their nerves with a cigarette when 

spectators commenced in arrive, anxious to know what was doing. Mr. Le Lievre's residence 

was phoned in the meantime, and general reassurances were exchanged, after which the 

crew cranked up and departed, leaving the one or two ''late birds" to go their way 

unimpressed. 

It was a bloodless engagement, but it was the third turnout since noon on Saturday. The 

citizen who defines the fire brigade as a bed of roses is under a mistaken impression. And 

could he have overheard one or two remarks dropped in Ellen-street last midnight he would 

satisfy himself that firemen's bunks must be as comfortable as those of anyone else. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 30 November 1925, page 2 

False Alarm. 

At a minute to midnight on Saturday, the Pirie Fire Brigade turned out in response to a call 

from the Prince-street (Solomontown) alarm. On arrival on the spot the firemen could find no 

fire to extinguish, nor the person responsible for the call, which goes on the list of false 

alarms.  

Delivery Van Burned. 

On Saturday, at about noon, Mr. Lionel Rodda, grocer, of 124., The Terrace, was on his 

delivery rounds of the West, carrying his goods with a Ford delivery van. When opposite the 

Tennyson Church, in Federation Road, the undercarriage of the vehicle burst into flames. The 

alarm reached the Fire Brigade from Hancock's corner at 12.10 p.m., but, despite a prompt 

turnout, the firemen were only enabled to quench the flames when the van and its contents 

had been destroyed. It is believed that an over-heated exhaust pipe was responsible for the 

outbreak. 

The owner-driver got clear without injury, but had a narrow escape. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 3 December 1925, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL. 

Fires in Pirie. 
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Annual returns presented to the Pirie Town Council by the local fire brigade show that during 

the period under review there were 9 fires of a serious nature, slight damage 8, grass fires 6,, 

malicious false alarms 6, line faults 5, chimney fires 2, rubbish fires 2, total calls 38. This 

figure shows an increase of 13 calls compared with last year's records. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 12 December 1925, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL. 

False Alarm. 

The Port Pirie Fire Brigade were the victims of a malicious fire alarm on Thursday night. 

Shortly after 8 o'clock the brigade received a call from Prince street, Solomontown, and the 

firemen responded promptly. On arrival at Prince street, the brigade learned that they had 

been the victims of a hoax. 

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), Saturday 12 December 1925, page 72 

Country News. 

PORT PIRIE. 

December 1,—The fire brigade returns for the year are: —Serious fires, 9; slight damage, 8; 

grass fires, 6; malicious false alarms, 6; line faults, 5; chimney fires, 2; rubbish fires, 2; total 

calls, 38. The figures show an increase on last year's calls of 13. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 23 December 1925, page 1 

Fire at George's Corner 

MR. T. J. KITSON'S HOME DESROYED 

At about 6.30 on Monday evening the residence of Mr. Tom J. Kitson, situated near George's 

Corner, on the Port Germein road, was completely destroyed by fire. 

Mr. Kitson, who is a well-known local butcher, was busily engaged in his slaughterhouse, 

situated some distance from the residence, when he had his attention drawn to the flames 

issuing from his home. It was, of course, impossible to call for the assistance of the Pirie Fire 

Brigade in saving the house and contents, and the owner was forced to practically stand by 

and watch his property being totally destroyed. 

The work of the fire was complete, and the homestead is now a charred heap of ruins. The 

sympathy of a wide circle of friends goes out to Mr. and Mrs. Kitson in their tragic loss. 

1926 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 1 January 1926, page 2 

EARLY MORNING BLAZE 

Two Storerooms Damaged 

Fire destroyed the rear portion of the premises of the Railway Hotel shortly after 1 o'clock 

yesterday morning. The fire brigade received a call to Solomontown at about 1.20, and it was 

found that two storerooms adjoining the main building were burning. The blaze was quickly 

extinguished. It is estimated that the damage amounts to about £20. Mr H. P. Watts is the 

proprietor of the Railway Hotel. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 5 January 1926, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL. 

Mysterious Fire. 



Port Pirie Fire Brigade.docx 
Page 150 of 318 

SA Country Fire Service Promotions Unit 
www.fire-brigade.asn.au 

9 June 2026 

On Sunday, at 10.40 a.m., following a call from an alarm on Three Chain Road, the Port Pirie 

Fire Brigade extinguished a fire on the premises of Mr Estick, Wattle street, Pirie East estate. 

The fire occurred in a detached shed consisting of a stable and a toolhouse. The shed was 

partly destroyed but the fire did not spread to the house, which was unoccupied. Mr Estick 

was away from the town. The cause of the outbreak is unknown. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 11 January 1926, page 2 

END OF THE FAIRY 

Destroyed by Fire 

After a long and varied service, the steam launch Fairy has come to the end of her career. On 

Saturday, while moored by the Port Pirie river near the Fibre Company's works, the old vessel 

caught fire. She was burnt to the water's edge and then sank. The Fire Brigade, who received 

a call at 1.15 a.m., arrived too late. 

The Fairy, 45 years ago, was in service at Largs Bay meeting the mail boats. She was later 

used in Port Pirie by the pilots. Her usefulness ended about a year ago and she has since 

been moored in the Pirie river. All that now remains visible of her is the funnel protruding 

above the water. 

FIRE ON THE TREVEAN. 

The Trevean, which arrived in port on Friday, had a fire in one of her bunkers. The vessel was 

berthed at the Baltic Wharf, and wharf laborers were employed in emptying the coal into a 

barge, and a quantity was also stacked along the vessel's deck. The seat of the trouble was 

located, and owing to the rapidity with which the work of discharge was carried out, little 

damage was done. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Tuesday 12 January 1926, page 8 

SPENCER'S GULF PILOTAGE. 

LAUNCH FAIRY DESTROYED. 

PORT PIRIE, Monday. 

Early on Saturday morning a link with the early days of Spencer's Gulf pilotage was severed 

by the burning of the launch Fairy, which for many years had done duty as the home and 

boarding vessel of the Spencer's Gulf pilots. The Fairy took the place of the old cutters when 

the "pool" system was in vogue among the pilots. and replaced the old cutters, one of which 

was owned by each of the pilots. In those days each pilot had the right to secure the ship as it 

came up the gulf, and the first to board the vessel collected the fees. Under this competitive 

system many disagreements arose, and matters were much improved when the cutters were 

done away with, and the earnings of the pilots pooled. On the purchase of a launch about a 

year or so ago, the Fairy was relegated to a mooring some distance beyond the smelters, and 

then the stanch and commodious motor launch Carina was purchased from the Anglo-Foreign 

Fibre Company. Many improvements have been effected to her, and life on board for the 

pilots is much more comfortable than it was in the old days. Despite the fact that assistance 

was rendered on Saturday morning, the Fairy was burned to the water's edge and sank. 

Efforts at saving the craft were made by Capt. Thompson, Engineer Newitt, and Chief Officer 

Trust, of the tug Uraidla, and the fire-brigade also put in an appearance, but the fire had 

gained too great a hold when the rescue party arrived. It is stated that 46 years ago the Fairy 

was utilised in the conveyance of mails from vessels at Largs Bay and the jetty. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 18 January 1926, page 1 

HOUSE GUTTED. 

Fire at Solomontown. 
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Fire destroyed a three-roomed wood and iron house and contents at Emma-street, 

Solomontown on Saturday night. The fire brigade received a call to Solomontown at 9.8 

o'clock, but on arrival found that the house was well alight, and on the verge of collapse. 

The building was owned by Mr. T. Barrett, and was insured for £150. The furniture was 

insured for £100. Nobody was in the house when the fire occurred, and the origin of the 

outbreak is unknown. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 20 January 1926, page 2 

FIRE DANGER 

Brigade Quells Two Outbreaks 

At 7.30 p.m. on Monday the Fire Brigade received a call to Ellendale. A fire had broken out in 

one of the rooms of a wood and iron house; the blinds and curtains having caught alight. The 

outbreak was under control before the arrival of the brigade. 

A fire which might have had very serious consequences was discovered at the rear of a 

Greek cafe in Ellen street in the early hours of yesterday morning. The Fire Brigade were 

called and discovered a rubbish heap alight at the rear of the premises. Had the fire been 

allowed to gain control, the block of buildings adjacent to Scotcher's Market would have been 

endangered. 

News (Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1954), Tuesday 6 April 1926, page 6 

FIRE IN DRAPERY STORE 

Brigade Saves Premises 

PORT PIRIE, Today. 

Had it not been for the smart work of Constables Gully and Kennedy and a prompt response 

by the fire brigade the store of Goode Brothers in Ellen street, Port Pirie, would probably have 

been burned to the ground last night. The two policemen on duty at 11.35 noticed smoke 

issuing from the front of the store in the main business block, and saw the reflection of flames 

on the front windows. Investigation disclosed a fire burning in a cellar under the drapery 

department. The brigade turned out with two motors. The front door of the drapery 

department was broken open and a good stream of water was directed into the basement. In 

a few minutes the danger was practically over. The cellar was well stocked with all kinds of 

merchandise. The fact that no draught could reach the flames also helped to prevent what 

might have been a serious conflagration. Smoke poured into all parts of the establishment 

when the cellar was broken open. The extent of the damage is not known. The premises 

suffered little beyond a broken and charred floor and a broken show mirror. The damage to 

merchandise by water will no doubt be a large item. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Tuesday 6 April 1926, page 10 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

Good Save by Brigade. 

PORT PIRIE. April 5. 

Port Pirie has been fairly free from fires lately, but to-night a big conflagration threatened. 

About 25 minutes to 12 a police officer on duty in Ellen street saw volumes of smoke issuing 

from the lower portion of the premises of Messrs. Goode Brothers, general storekeepers, 

nearly opposite the post office. He gave the alarm and the Fire Brigade, under the officer in 

charge, Mr. Cook, was quickly on the scene. Apparently the fire fighters made another good 

save, the blaze being practically limited to the cellar portion of the building. At first the smoke 

obscured everything, and made the firemen's task a most difficult one; but this has now been 
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overcome, and the men are able to work down below. The joists of the main floor were almost 

burned through, and had these given away nothing could have saved the entire building, a 

two-story one. There was a good force of water, and this was soon playing on the fire. The 

brigade, with its full equipment, is still engaged on the fire. The premises occupy the site of 

the shops established here many years ago by Messrs. H. A. & W. Goode, who were among 

Port Pirie's pioneer commercial men. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 8 April 1926, page 2 

GOODE BROS' FIRE. 

AN INQUIRY HELD, 

The Coroner's Finding. 

That there was no evidence to show how the fire at Goode Bros' originated, and that on the 

evidence submitted he was certain that the fire was not caused by electric light wires fusing, 

was the finding of Mr. T. H. Taylor (acting coroner) at an inquest held yesterday into the 

circumstances surrounding the fire at Goode Bros' on Monday night. 

Mr. T. Steele represented the Norwich Union Insurance Co., and Sergeant Howie appeared 

on behalf of the police. 

Constable Kennedy stated that at 11.35 p.m. on April 5, with Constable Gully he was at the 

Royal Exchange Hotel corner in Ellen street, when he saw a glare in the window at Goode 

Bros., and went to the scene. A man in the street called out, "There's a fire!" Witness ran on 

ahead and broke the glass of the fire alarm at the Commonwealth Bank. The brigade arrived 

promptly, and operations on the fire were commenced. Witness rang up Mr. Johnston (senior 

partner of Goode Bros.). The fire was in the basement between the hardware and millinery 

departments. Nobody was on the premises, witness had passed the scene of the fire between 

11 and 11.30 o'clock that night, and had noticed nothing unusual. He did not know the name 

of the man who called out. He was standing near Sweetland's. The man was a Smelterman. 

Constable Gully had been at the back of the premises prior to the fire. There was a light at the 

rear of the premises. 

Station-officer Cook, of the Pirie Fire Brigade, deposed that he received a call at 11.40 p.m. 

on April 5, and turned out with two motors. The brigade extinguished the fire in 20 minutes. 

He found that there had been a shorting of the wires after finishing the job. He saw wax 

matches near the scene of the fire, but was not in a position to say whether they had any 

connection with the cause of the outbreak. One of the cellar lights was broken and there was 

a hole large enough for a hand to be put through. It was possible, but highly improbable that a 

person throwing a lighted cigarette through the opening might cause the fire. He saw no 

suspicious circumstances. 

John Bathgate Johnston (senior partner of Goode Bros.), said he received information at 

11.45 p.m. on April 5 that the premises were on fire. He went to the scene and found that the 

place was full of smoke. He was last on the premises on Sunday at 9 o'clock on the main floor 

at the rear of the grocery counter. This would be about 20 yards from the scene of the fire. 

For illumination he used the electric light. He was there for about half an hour. His wife was 

with him. Mr. Hedley, fore-man of the ironmongery department, as well as witness, had a key 

to the premises. Mostly oilmen's stores were kept where the fire occurred and there was a 

ratproof cupboard in which goods were secured. The building was insured for about £12,000 

and the stock for about £20,000 in the Norwich Union Company. He had no opinion as to how 

the fire started. 

Station-officer Cook was recalled by the police. He said when the brigade arrived he found 

that every door and window in the building was closed and secured. 
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Allen Ralph Hedley (ironmongery manager) said he was last on the premises at 1 o'clock on 

Saturday. He next returned at 7.30 a.m. on Tuesday. During the interval he was not at the 

shop. He had a key to the premises and understood there were two. He had no occasion to 

go to the part of the premises where the fire occurred as no stock controlled by him was 

stored there. 

Lawrence Mars, electrician, said he had inspected the electrical installation at the seat of the 

fire. Taking off the switches he found that the installation at the back of the block was in 

perfect condition. The block was charred. There was no sign of a fuse on a batten-holder. 

Had there been a fuse the brass work would have been melted. The burning on the block 

would be more likely caused by outside fire than by fusing. He had examined the conduits 

and found that they were burned but should say that it was caused through the spreading of 

the flames. He examined a cupboard to where the fire had spread and where at one time 

there had been an electric light motor. The wires left exposed were burnt. Those naked wires 

might have caused fusion, but in his opinion they did not. The current left on in the building 

and the fuses on the switchboard were blown on the negative side. Intense heat would cause 

the wires to fuse in the cupboard, but there was no indication of a fire in the cupboard where 

the wires were exposed. He would definitely say that the fire did not originate under the block 

(produced). 

Plainclothes Constable Shanks gave evidence that he had found traces of wax matches, but 

did not see any suspicious circumstances. 

After the coroner had given his finding he added that the town was very fortunate in regard to 

its police and fire brigade officers. What might have been a disastrous fire had been averted 

by the alertness of the police and the prompt and ready response of the brigade. These 

officers should have the highest commendation of the people of the town. 

News (Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1954), Thursday 8 April 1926, page 13 

Fire at Port Pirie 

PORT PIRIE, Today. 

Fire destroyed a six-roomed house in Vera street, Ellendale, shortly after mid-night. The 

house was occupied by Mr. J. Summers, a smelter employe, whose wife and children are in 

Adelaide at present. The house and contents were insured for £850. Mr. Summers was in bed 

when he heard a crackling noise and sprang out and gave the alarm. The brigade responded 

promptly. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 10 April 1926, page 4 

ELLENDALE FIRE. 

Coronial Inquiry Held. 

OPEN VERDICT RECORDED 

At the Pirie Institute Lodge room yesterday, an inquiry was conducted by the acting Coroner, 

Mr. J. S. Geddes, J. P., into the circumstances surrounding the partial destruction by fire of a 

house in Vera-street, Ellen-dale, owned and occupied by James Summers, in the early hours 

of April 8. 

Sergeant Howie was present on behalf of the police, and Mr. W. C. Calder, Adelaide, 

insurance adjuster, was also present. 

Ernest Edwin Warnes, laborer, said he resided at 19 Vera-street, Ellendale. Shortly after 1.45 

a.m. on April 8 he was awakened by a noise. He looked out and saw a glare on the opposite 

side of the street. Discovering a house on fire, he ran out and gave the alarm. He saw a man 

running across the road in his pyjamas carrying something dark in his arms. While waiting for 
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the brigade, the same man whom he subsequently learned that Summers came up to him in 

an excited and agitated state. Witness told him not to get excited, to which he replied; "You 

would be excited if you had been half suffocated, as I have!'' Summers told witness that he 

had been awakened by a noise as of something falling, and on opening his door, found the 

room in flames. He had grabbed some clothes and got out quickly. 

Ernest Willmot Cook, officer in charge of the Fire Brigade, said he received a call at 1.59 a.m. 

on Thursday morning from Ellendale. On arrival at 12 Vera-street, him men got to work with 

two lines of hose, and had the flames under control in under 20 minutes. On arrival he found 

the two centre rooms of the six practically destroyed inside, and the front and back rooms 

were considerably damaged. Witness did not see the owner outside until nearly 2.45 a.m. 

When Summers returned to the scene of the fire, he said he had been to obtain some clothes. 

Witness was of the opinion that the fire started in the corner of the dining room, in which there 

was a stove. There did not appear to be any live coals about the stove. He could not form any 

opinion regarding the origin of the fire, as it was too far advanced when he inspected it. 

To the Coroner: There were no suspicious smells. Such a house could catch fire without 

inflammable oils. Witness considered it was a fairly good save. 

To Mr. Calder, witness said there was still furniture in the two front rooms when he arrived. 

The left hand centre room's furniture was badly burned, and the right hand furniture was 

destroyed. 

James Summers, laborer, stated he was the only occupant of the house on the night in 

question. On Wednesday he arrived home at about 8 p.m. He remained at home, and went to 

bed at 9.45. He had been sitting at the dining-room table, reading by electric light. Witness 

smoked cigarettes. Usually he threw the butts in the stove, and sometimes on the floor, and 

put his foot on them. The linoleum on the floor was in good order. Witness could not say 

whether he had left a lighted cigarette on the table, but that would not have been done 

intentionally. He lit his fire at about 8.30 to procure a cup of tea. While it was burning the door 

of the stove was partly open. The cloth on the table would be from two to three feet from the 

fire. Witness did not smell anything suspicious. He closed the stove doors prior to going to 

bed. The fire inside was then nearly out. Witness slept in a front bedroom. The light was off 

when he went to sleep. 

Witness was questioned at some length regarding the insurance policies he held. He said the 

building was insured when he bought it for £250. Later on, an agent persuaded him to insure 

it for a further £400. The contents were insured for £200. There was a mortgage over the 

house, and he was under the impression that the mortgagee, in the event of total loss by fire, 

could claim the original £250. 

An impromptu inventory was taken at this stage by Sergeant Howie and the witness and the 

valuation of the total contents was set down at £101. 

To the Coroner, witness said that though he had valued the house and contents at £504, he 

would have claimed £600 in the event of total loss by fire. The original £250 policy he was not 

quite clear about. When he took out the later policy for £400, he had said nothing about any 

previous policy. He had lived in the house for eight years, and had no financial difficulties, and 

knew of none so far as his wife was concerned. When he bought the property he valued it at 

£340, and the block of land at £30. There was still a mortgage on the property. Witness had 

never had a fire previously. He had no idea what caused the fire. 

The Coroner: You insured your house and contents for £600 deliberately?—Yes. 

Do you think you would be justified in claiming £600 when the value of the house has been 

set down at £340 ?—No. I don't. I was under the impression that I could claim £400 and the 

mortgagee £230. 
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Constable T. Millar said that at 9.30 a.m. on April 8, with Plainclothes Constable Shanks, he 

visited the scene of the fire. They made an examination of the premises. In the front bedroom 

they found that the chest of drawers and wardrobe were empty. 

The only clothing in the room was a pair of trousers, a pair of boots, an old flannel, and the 

bedclothes. The two middle rooms were too badly burned to form an opinion regarding the 

origin of the fire. There was nothing of a suspicious nature to be found. 

This concluded the evidence. 

The Coroner: There has been no evidence placed before me to enable me to form any 

opinion as to how the fire occurred at No. 12. Vera-street, Ellendale, on the morning of April 8. 

I will therefore record an open verdict. I wish to add a rider to the effect that I view with very 

grave suspicion Summers' action in insuring his house and furniture for more than their true 

value, particularly in view of the fact that the last policy was taken out as recently as 

December, 1925. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 22 April 1926, page 1 

Early Morning Call. 

SMALL FIRE IN FLORENCE STREET. 

At about 1.35 yesterday morning the Pirie Fire Brigade received a call from the Alexander 

street fire alarm, and, turning out with two motors, were directed to a Greek grocer's shop, 

contained in the A.W.A. Hall property in Florence Street, where a fire was just beginning to 

gain a hold. A few minutes quick work on the part of the firemen sufficed to quell the outbreak. 

A fair amount of damage was done to the stock by smoke and water, but the shop itself 

suffered little harm. 

The premises, which are the property of the Waterside Workers' Federation, are occupied by 

Louis Zammitt and Sam Buttigieg. Their stock is insured with the Batavia Insurance Company 

for £300, and the W.W.F. has the buildings insured with the Western Insurance Company for 

£3000. The timely alarm was the means of preventing considerable damage 

TAR ON FIRE. 

Dense clouds of black smoke rising from the rear of the Y.M.C.A. buildings at about 5.30 

yesterday afternoon brought quite a number of people running to the vicinity A fire brigade 

motor also came with a rush. Nothing serious eventuated, however, and the services of the 

firemen were not needed. 

It appears that the zealous members of the institution assembled to dress their tennis court 

with tar, which they were heating over a makeshift fire at the rear of the building. One of the 

three four-gallon drums boiled over, and immediately the whole burst into flames. Fortunately 

the wind blew the flames away from the Y.M.C.A. fence, and the startled members got busy 

with sand and bagging. In about five minutes the blaze, which was fierce while it lasted, was 

smothered. Most of the tar was wasted. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 3 May 1926, page 2 

NO SIGN OF FIRE. 

BRIGADE ON PEACEFUL MISSION 

The peaceful serenity of the Sabbath was a little disturbed in Alexander street yesterday 

afternoon. The usual few strollers along the thoroughfare were considerably startled to see 

the fire brigade engine suddenly make its appearance, and eyes sought the sky for signs of 

the dreaded smoke, with no result. 
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The engine pulled up in front of the Central Hotel, but the wonted activities of the firemen 

were missing. One commenced stoking up the furnace, while two others disappeared into the 

back precincts of the hotel. 

Then the crowd started to arrive. Headed by a horde of youngsters, steps were turned toward 

the vehicle, which was now belching forth volumes of black smoke. A constable beating the 

quiet wharf saw the clouds and sprinted toward the Central Hotel. 

Still no sign of fire appeared from the lofty building, and interest grew. It continued to grow, as 

did the crowd, until the firemen reappeared, and, lowering a hose into the hotel cellar, 

leisurely commenced to pump out the water therein, which had risen rather high for the 

licensee's liking. 

Then the crowd, like the cellar water, moved along the street. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 15 May 1926, page 4 

FIRE AT SOLOMONTOWN 

Four-Roomed Cottage Ablaze. 

WHILE FAMILY WERE AT PICTURES. 

At about 10 o'clock last night the Pirie Fire Brigade received a call from Three Chain Road, 

Solomontown. On arrival it was found that a four-roomed house, No. 44, Wilkins Street, 

occupied by Mr Arthur E. Edwards, was well alight. 

The fire was attacked from the front and side, with a good pressure of water, and the flames 

were quickly under control. Willing neighbors, seeing that the family were absent, worked 

hard in removing as much of the contents from the two front rooms as possible, while the fire 

was eating up the back portion of the house. When the brigade had completed their task, a 

survey showed that the fire had travelled practically all through the four rooms. The back 

portion, consisting of kitchen and bedroom, suffered most, the former being badly damaged 

by both fire and water. 

It was learned that a next-door neighbor, on noticing the fire, had an idea that some of the 

Edwards' children may have been asleep, and, in breaking a window to investigate, was 

severely cut about the hands. 

After the fire brigade had returned to the station, Constable Guthridge remained on duty at the 

damaged home. At about 11.20 p.m. Mr. and Mrs. Edwards, accompanied by three little 

children, the oldest about eight returned. It transpired that they had been spending the 

evening at the pictures, and knew nothing of the disaster that had overtaken them until 

spoken to by the constable at their gate. 

The shock to Mr. and Mrs Edwards can be imagined. Mrs. Edwards said afterwards that the 

family had tea at about 6 o'clock, and left home for the town shortly after 7 o'clock. She saw 

no sign of fire, and, as far as she knew, the fire necessary for the meal was extinct when they 

left. 

The night was bitterly cold, and the mother, father and three little ones stood and shivered on 

the footpath while friends sought accommodation for them for the night. This was hard to find, 

and the family were eventually housed at the Police Station for the night. A pathetic side of 

the fire was the whimpering query of one of the little toddlers; "Where are we going to sleep 

now, Mummy ?" 

Consequent on the good work of the firemen, two double beds and a child's cot remained 

intact, but the bedding was saturated with water. Constable Guthridge remained on guard at 

the house, and shortly before midnight noticed signs of a revival of the fire in one of the 

ceilings. He immediately gave the alarm and the brigade, who had just got comfortably settled 
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in their quarters, rushed again to the spot, to find that two or three buckets of water was all 

that was necessary to put an end to any further danger. 

The house, which was a rented one, is in the agency of A. A. Pearce and Co., Florence 

street, and was insured. Mr. Edwards stated that the contents were insured for £100 Thanks 

to the efforts of the firemen and neighbors the damage to the contents will not be very heavy. 

Mr. Edwards is a comparative stranger to Pirie, having only recently come here from 

Caltowie. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Tuesday 18 May 1926, page 15 

CASUALTIES. 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

PORT PIRIE, May 17.—The Coroner has decided that an inquest is unnecessary in the case 

of the fire which occurred at the home of Mr. A. E. Edwards, at Wilkins street, Solomontown, 

on Friday night. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 25 June 1926, page 1 

MISHAP IN SALOON. 

Hairdresser's Hands Burned. 

Between three and four o'clock yesterday afternoon Mr James Richardson, hairdresser, 

employed at Mr. B. Williams' saloon, Ellen street, during a brief lull in trade was engaged in 

cleaning an article of clothing, using benzine in the process. 

Mr Richardson was engaged in close proximity to a lighted gas ring used for heating water, 

when by some means the small flame came in contact with the benzine, with the result that in 

a second the cleaners hands and arms were enveloped in a mass of flames. 

The whole of the benzine became ignited, and in a few seconds what threatened to extend 

into a disastrous blaze was in progress. The alarm was rung, and on arrival of the brigade the 

flames were quickly subdued. 

Mr Richardson escaped with painfully burnt hands, not requiring medical attention. The fire 

got hold on a large cupboard containing towels, etc., and another containing a large quantity 

of paper. The two panes of a near window of the saloon were both broken. The damage is 

estimated at just under £20. 

Within an hour and a half of the occurrence Mr Fred Wurm, agent for the Royal Exchange 

Assurance Company had, with Mr Williams assessed the damage to the contents of the 

saloon, and settled the claim—probably a record in insurance facility. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 5 July 1926, page 2 

FIRE AT SMELTERS. 

Serious Loss Averted. 

VALUABLE RECORDS IN DANGER 

At 6.50 on Saturday evening the sound of the Smelters fire whistle startled many Pirie 

citizens. At the same moment the alarm was given to the Pirie fire brigade, and the motor 

pump, with four men aboard, in charge of Station-Officer Cook, immediately set out for the 

works. On arrival they found the Smelters' auxiliary brigade at work on a small outbreak at the 

southern end of the office block of buildings. Two lines of hose were run out, and in about 

seven minutes the fire was extinguished. 
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It appears that Mr Phillip Melville, on the afternoon shift of the Skinner roaster, noticed smoke 

issuing from about the centre of the block, and gave the alarm to the watchman, Mr. Wm. 

Swift. The alarm was then sounded from the power house, and the Smelters' auxiliary were 

quickly on the scene. 

Mr. Swift, meanwhile, opened a window at the rear of the block, and was driven back by a 

dense cloud of smoke issuing from a lavatory used by the clerical staff, furnished with wash 

basins, towels, etc. The trouble appeared to be worse than it really was. 

The brigade, on entering, found that the flames had burned a way under a door of the 

lavatory, and were entering the office library, in which are stored valuable records, extending 

back over many years. Fortunately the linings of the walls were of asbestos sheeting. Had 

they been of matchwood the loss to the company would assuredly have been heavy. 

As it was, the damage was confined to a large locker in which the caretaker kept his working 

gear, a broken fanlight and door panels, scorched walls and door frames, and a small area of 

flooring charred. 

The value of the auxiliary brigade at the works was made apparent, and the promptitude in 

dealing with the outbreak saved records which could never have been replaced. The cause of 

the outbreak is unknown. It is understood that the caretaker, Mr S. Parker, left everything in 

good order early in the afternoon. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 27 October 1926, page 2 

MYSTERIOUS FIRE 

Boy in Trouble 

The sequel to a fire which destroyed two tons of wood and portion of a fence at a vacant 

allotment at Three Chain road on Monday evening was the appearance of a boy aged about 

14 years at the Port Pirie Police Court yesterday. He was charged with having maliciously set 

the property alight. The case was adjourned until Tuesday. 

The wood belonged to Messrs. Francis and Edward Featherstone of 157, Three Chain road, 

Solomontown. The fire brigade received a call to the scene of the fire at 5.35 p.m. and the 

blaze was soon under control. Mysterious circumstances surround the origin of the outbreak. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 2 November 1926, page 4 

PIRIE TOWN COUNCIL. 

General Matters Discussed. 

The Port Pirie Town Council held its fortnightly meeting last night. The Mayor (Mr. J. C. 

Fitzgerald) was in the chair, and there were also present Crs. Threadgold. Middleton, 

Gummow, Coffey, Goode, Blight and Munro. 

The Mayor reported the death during the fortnight of Mesdames Andrews and Reynolds. 

He reported that he and the Town Clerk had visited the Fire Brigade authorities regarding the 

housing of the proposed new motor ambulance, and the officers in charge had stated that 

there was plenty of room for the ambulance at the station. He (the Mayor) would make further 

inquiries in Adelaide this week. The Mayor added that he believed that the Fire Brigade 

building or the Smelters were the best places for the ambulance. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 3 November 1926, page 2 

FENCE ON FIRE. 

YOUNG BOY CONVICTED. 
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The adjourned case in which a boy aged 14 years was charged with feloniously, unlawfully, 

and maliciously setting fire to a fence, the property of Messrs. Francis and Edward 

Featherstone, at 157 Three Chain road, Solomontown, on October 25, was continued before 

Mr. D. C. Scott, S.M., at the Port Pirie Children's Court yesterday. Mr. C. K. Sparrow 

appeared for the defendant. Mr. Scott remarked on the serious nature of the offence, which 

carried a penalty of life imprisonment or not less than three years. 

Defendant elected to he dealt with summarily, and pleaded not guilty. Defendant was found 

guilty but a stay of proceedings for 14 days was granted. At the close of the evidence for the 

prosecution, the magistrate, at the request of Mr. Sparrow, paid a visit to the scene of the fire. 

Francis Featherstone, 157 Three Chain road, Solomontown, gave evidence that his brother 

and himself were joint owners of the block on which the fire occurred. He valued the damage 

done to the fence and wood at £15/10/. 

Mrs Annie Bourke, of 157 Three Chain road, Solomontown, stated that at about 5.30 p.m. on 

October 25 she saw a boy leaning over the fence near where two tons of wood were stored. 

He appeared to be reaching for something. About two minutes afterwards she heard cracking 

and roaring and noticed that the wood heap was on fire. Witness later saw the boy whom she 

recognised as the accused, and asked him if he started the fire. His reply was "No." 

Plainclothes Constable T. Miller told the Court that on October 25, he interrogated the 

defendant. The boy said he knew nothing about the fire. Witness then told him what Mrs 

Bourke had seen. Defendant admitted looking over the fence as he thought he heard fire 

crackling, but did not see any. The boy at first denied having had any matches in his 

possession that day, but, after further questioning said that a man down the street asked him 

to get a box. This he did but the man then said he did not want them. Defendant took the 

matches home and struck them around the yard. He had half a match and a piece of box 

when he looked over the fence. He struck the match and threw it into the grass which caught 

alight. The boy then went away. After being arrested defendant stated that he thought he had 

been seen and he was going to pay for the damage afterwards. He had money in the bank. 

E. Cook of the Fire Brigade also gave evidence. 

Defendant, a first-year High School boy, told the Court that on the afternoon in question when 

on an errand he found a small piece of matchbox near the fence of 157 Three Chain Road. 

Hunting through his pockets he discovered a small portion of match, which he struck. It burnt 

his fingers and he promptly threw it down. He leant over the fence but did not see any fire, 

and he walked away. Coming out of Murray's store he noticed that the fence was alight. 

The Rev F. French stated that defendant was a member of the Solomontown Methodist Boys' 

Club, and was very young for his years. Witness had noticed this when the boy had been with 

the other boys in the club. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 6 December 1926, page 4 

Motor Car on Fire. 

BRIGADE ON SCENE. 

At 9.12 on Saturday night the Fire Brigade received a call from the Three-Chain Road alarm, 

and on responding found flames issuing from beneath the bonnet of a Minerva motor car (No. 

46951), the property of Mr. E. T. Donnellan, of Solomontown. The fire was quickly 

extinguished, but considerable damage was done to the engine and body of the vehicle. A 

fused wire is thought to have been the cause of the mishap. At the time of the alarm the car 

was standing in the vicinity of St. Barnabas' Hall, where Mr. Donnellan was attending a social. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 6 December 1926, page 1 

EARLY MORNING FIRE. 
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TWO ROOMS GUTTED. 

Sleeping Family in Danger. 

Mr. Albert Kelly, of the Federal Hairdressing Saloon, residing at 16 Swift street, Pirie West, 

was awakened at 5.30 on Sunday morning by his wife, who said she heard a sound of 

splintering glass coming from the rear of the dwelling, which is a single-fronted weatherboard 

and iron house of four rooms. 

Mr Kelly immediately went to investigate, and on opening a door leading to the extreme back 

room, the kitchen, was almost driven off his feet by a rush of smoke from that room. The 

alarmed householder's first thought was for his three children, two rooms away, and he 

immediately rushed back and quickly removed them and his wife and baby to a place of 

safely unluckily leaving the kitchen door ajar. 

The smouldering flames, released from the small kitchen, immediately roared through into the 

adjoining dining room. 

A neighbor gave the alarm, and the brigade made a quick response to find that the rear 

portion of the house was well alight, inside and out. A good pressure of water soon had the 

blaze under control, but not before it had completely destroyed the contents of the two rooms. 

The furniture, which included a splendid new Wertheim piano, only purchased four days 

previously, was reduced to a mass of charred ruins. A large quantity of clothing was 

destroyed or badly damaged. The remainder of the house, though not reached by the flames, 

was considerably effected by smoke and water. 

Mr Kelly subsequently stated that he was at a loss to account for his unfortunate experience. 

No fire was used in the stove in the kitchen after 5.30 on Saturday evening, and all lights were 

out, and the household asleep at about 11 p.m. Kerosene lamps were used for lighting, as the 

house was not electrically connected. 

Though the losses are unfortunate enough, a grave danger was averted by the waking of Mrs 

Kelly at a critical moment. 

The house is the property of Mrs A. E. Johnson, of Colonel Light Gardens (late of Port Pirie). 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 14 December 1926, page 1 

TIMBER ABLAZE. 

DISASTER AVERTED 

Outbreak in Baltic Yards, 

GEDDES AND CO.'S STOCKS SUFFER 

The chance direction of a stiff breeze last night meant a probable difference of tens of 

thousands of pounds in damage in the Baltic Wharf timber yards, when the Fire Brigade 

tackled and beat an outbreak in the stacks of Charles Geddes and Co. Two or three stacks of 

flooring boards were considerably damaged, but even an approximate estimate of the 

damage was impossible, owing to the darkness. 

It chanced that the breeze was blowing from the south-east when the outbreak was at its 

fiercest. Had it been blowing from the opposite direction only a miracle could have prevented 

the flames from entering the great stacks of oregon held by the Globe Timber Proprietary, 

which stood in close proximity, on the southern side. 

The alarm was received by the Fire Brigade at 10.15, from the police station, almost opposite 

the scene. A quick turnout was made with the motor pump, which was run on to the Baltic 

Wharf. A line of hose was run from the street main, and two lines off the pump, and the 
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flames, which had got a good hold in two stacks of flooring boards, was attacked from two 

sides. 

Water was pumped from the harbor at a tremendous pressure, and within half an hour the 

danger of a serious spread was over. The firemen concentrated their efforts in preventing any 

sparks spreading to Geddes and Co.'s mills, which were close handy. 

The reflection of the flames lit up the sky, and hundreds of people hurried from all directions 

to watch the efforts of the firemen. Clouds of smoke were driven high in the air and carried 

over the town, causing a veritable fog along Ellen street. From a distance the fire appeared to 

be much more serious than it really was. 

The firemen had a somewhat unenviable task when the flames had been partially subdued, 

as they were forced to work in total darkness. They worked by sound rather than by sight 

among the slippery and sodden timber. 

At midnight smoke was still rising from the bottom of the stacks, and two firemen were 

detailed to watch for further trouble. 

There was no possibility of arriving at any estimate of the damage last night, but Station-

officer Cook advanced the opinion that the direction of the breeze prevented what would have 

been a great conflagration. Many thousands of super feet of dry oregon is contained in the 

Globe stacks, and the open method of stacking would have allowed the flames to defy the 

efforts of half a dozen fire brigades. 

The cause of the outbreak is a mystery. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Tuesday 14 December 1926, page 9 

TIMBER STACK AFIRE. 

Blaze at Port Pirie. 

PORT PIRIE. Monday. 

Considerable excitement was caused to-night when the news got round that the big timber 

stack of Messrs. C. Geddes & Co. was on fire. 

The reflection of an apparently big blaze from the direction of the yards, the clouds of smoke, 

and the resinous smell of burning timber noticed by the crowd converging on the scene from 

all points of the compass made it at first appear that the report was true in its entirety. A visit 

to Messrs. Geddes & Co.'s yards, which are situated on the Baltic Wharf, disclosed the fact, 

however, that the conflagration was confined to a stack of matchboard lining timber and 

flooring boards. The fire brigade received a call from the police station, which is nearly 

opposite the yards, about quarter-past 10, and, under the leadership of Chief Officer Cook, 

made smart response, and have apparently made a fine save. Although the stack is still 

blazing in parts, the fire seems to be successfully confined to the spot in which the blaze 

started. The stack is not a very big one, but the great danger was that the fire would spread to 

similar stacks of matchboard just by, while in the vicinity are two big stacks of mining timber. 

Fortunately there is a fine water pressure, and, although the stack where the fire started is 

being rapidly destroyed by the flames, with little chance of saving any of the pile, the 

probablities of the fire reaching any of the surrounding timber are remote. It will be some time 

before the fire is quite put out. A big stock of timber is carried in these yards by the firm.  

The Fire Out. 

At a late hour last night our Port Pirie correspondent telephoned that the fire was out. At one 

time the sparks from the blazing stack were going over the big timber sheds, which then were 

in imminent danger. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 23 December 1926, page 2 
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BALTIC WHARF FIRE. 

THE INQUEST. 

An Open Verdict. 

Mr. A. H. L. Goode J.P. (acting coroner) conducted an inquest at the court house yesterday 

into the circumstances surrounding a fire which occurred at the Baltic Wharf on the night of 

December 13. 

Mr. J. S. Geddes, manager and part owner of the firm, of Chas. Geddes & Co., said timber 

was stacked among other places on the Baltic Wharf. At 10.35 on December 13 he arrived at 

the wharf where four stacks of matchboard and flooring timber were blazing rather freely. The 

fire was under control about 15 minutes after witness arrived. The destroyed stacks contained 

230,000 feet of ½-in. matchboard, 30,000 feet of 3/8-in. matchboard, and about 18,000 feet of 

flooring timber, the property of Chas. Geddes & Co. The value of the timber destroyed was 

about £1,500. The timber was insured. Witness could not form an opinion as to how the fire 

occurred. There was no possibility that the outbreak originated from the fire which is used to 

create steam for the steam engine which drives the mill. 

Reginald Edwards, clerk, residing at the Pirie Hotel, said on December 13 he was looking 

towards the Baltic Wharf when he saw a ray of light which appeared to be the flare of a fire. 

He informed Constable Ollsen who accompanied him to the wharf where he saw timber 

stacks alight. Shortly afterwards the fire brigade arrived, and the fire was soon extinguished. 

Station Officer Cook, of the Pirie Fire Brigade said that he received a call at 10.15 p.m. on 

December 13 from the police station. The brigade turned out with two motor appliances. On 

arrival on the wharf timber stacks were well alight. The fire was practically under control within 

15 minutes. He could not form any opinion as to the cause of the fire which was too far 

advanced for him to give any theory. 

Constable Ollsen also gave evidence. There were no suspicious circumstances, and he could 

not form any opinion as to how the fire started. 

The acting coroner found that a fire occurred on the Baltic Wharf on the night of December 

13, but on the evidence given he found that there was nothing to show how such fire 

occurred. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 28 December 1926, page 4 

EARLY MORNING BLAZE 

SLEEPER'S NARROW ESCAPE 

Outbreak in Alexander Street. 

Shortly before 2 o'clock this morning, a fire broke out in an old loft originally used as stables, 

at the rear of the Royal Exchange Hotel, fanned by a fairly strong wind the flames spread to 

the premises next door, and a room at the back of Cowan and Surman's tobacconist shop 

was totally destroyed. 

The Fire Brigade in response to a summons from Mr. G. Symonds who first noticed the fire, 

arrived on the scene soon after the outbreak and the fire was soon under control. 

Mr. Arthur Dean who occupied the room at the rear of Cowan and Surman's premises, was in 

bed when he heard a crackling noise coming from the direction of the hotel premises. Mr. 

Dean, realising that he was in danger, jumped out of bed, grabbed his belongings and 

escaped through the front of the shop into Alexander street. 
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The fire spread from the hotel loft into the room occupied by Mr. Dean, and it was not long 

before it was destroyed. A portion of the hotel ice works which adjoin the loft on the premises, 

was partly destroyed, but the main plant was saved. 

The brigade turned out with both appliances, and with a good pressure of water, soon 

affected a good save. 

Mr. L. Leakey (licencee of the Royal Exchange Hotel) stated that the loft which is a stone 

building is used mainly for the deposit of miscellaneous material of no great value. The fire 

must have spread rapidly from the loft to the rear of Cowan and Surman's premises. A hand 

cart, the property of the hotel was partly destroyed, and portions of the out buildings next to 

the loft were charred with fire. The damage to the contents of the loft is estimated at about of 

£70. 

The prompt arrival of the Brigade saved the remainder of the tobacconists' premises from 

being destroyed. Apart from the room at the rear, the premises were not damaged, although a 

door leading to the back of the shop was burning when the firemen quelled the flames. 

Mr. G. Symonds who gave the alarm was acting as night watchman for the Pirie Traders' 

Association in the course of his rounds, saw flames leaping into the air from the direction of 

the hotel yard. Mr. Symonds called the brigade from the Alexander street alarm. 

A large number of people, awakened from sleep; donned dressing gowns and gathered in the 

street to watch the fire. Constables Wilcox and Shillabeer were promptly on the scene, and 

rendered valuable assistance. The flames could be seen for a short while, from a 

considerable distance, and smoke poured thickly from the burning loft. It is not known how the 

fire originated. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Wednesday 29 December 1926, page 8 

PORT PIRIE FIRE. 

Stables Destroyed. 

PORT PIRIE, December 28. 

About 1.40 this morning the fire brigade received a call to the premises of the Royal 

Exchange Hotel, and, led by station officer Cook, made a smart response. On arrival they 

found some stables well alight, and the fire had extended to the rear of premises next door, 

occupied by Messrs. Surman and Cowan, hairdressers and tobacconists. The Exchange 

Hotel stables, above which is a loft, were used to store lumber, old furniture, and cases. The 

fire rapidly spread, and though the building was of stone the interior and contents were 

blazing fiercely when the brigade arrived. The flames were noticed by Mr. G. Symonds, who 

gave the alarm, which summoned the firemen. The fire got through the windows and started a 

conflagration in Messrs. Surman & Cowan's premises, a room at the back being practically 

destroyed, and the flames were just getting into the main shop when the firefighters began 

their task. Mr. Aden was sleeping in this room and was awakened by the noise of crackling 

flames. He escaped without being hurt, but had not the time to get all his belongings out of 

the place. Next door to the hotel stables the licencee (Mr. L. Leahy) has established an ice 

plant house, but this was only slightly damaged. The well-directed efforts of the brigade 

stopped the extension of a fire which might have ended in all the business blocks from 

Messrs. Surman & Cowans westward being gutted. The damage is understood to be about 

£400. The Exchange property belongs to the estate of the late Mr. Magor, and Messrs. 

Surman and Cowan's shop to the estate of the late Mr. Kneese, two well-known hotel keepers 

of the early days. The damage is covered by insurance. 

1927 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 1 January 1927, page 1 

ROYAL EXCHANGE FIRE 
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CORONIAL INQUEST. 

Origin of Blaze Unknown. 

An inquest was conducted before the acting Coroner, Mr Leaker, yesterday, into the 

circumstances surrounding the fire which occurred at the rear of the Royal Exchange Hotel on 

December 28. The Coroner, after hearing the evidence, stated that although it may have been 

caused through carelessness, there was no actual evidence to show how the fire originated. 

Louis Leahy, manager of the Royal Exchange Hotel, stated that the fire occurred about 1.30 

a.m. A store-room, containing among other articles coal and firewood, was well alight when 

he was awakened. The room, which was originally a stable, and was portion of the hotel 

property, was used by the lessee of the adjoining fish shop for cooking purposes, there being 

a stove in there. Patrick Cotter, a casual employe of the hotel, has been sleeping in the room. 

At about 11 o'clock the previous evening witness visited the room, but saw no signs of fire. He 

estimated the damage to the building and contents at about £400. This included about £150 

for furniture. The whole of the hotel building was insured for £12,000 with the Alliance 

Insurance Company. The furniture was insured with another company, and covered the 

furniture in the storeroom. The ice plant was run by electricity. He could form no idea as to 

how the fire originated. 

Arthur Dean, who resided in a room at the rear of Cowan and Surman's premises, and 

adjoining the storeroom, stated that he was awakened by the fire, which was at the south end 

of the storeroom. He saw a motor service driver rush across the yard, and called out to him, 

but received no reply. The man was after his car. Witness returned to his room to salvage the 

contents. The brigade then arrived. 

Kenneth Douglas Cowan, hairdresser, stated that the damage to the room occupied by Dean 

would be about £80. He did not know if it was insured. The furniture was not insured, and 

would cost about £20. Damage to the main building was approximately £15. 

Patrick Cotter, casual hand employed at the Royal Exchange Hotel, told the Court that after 

he had assisted the manager at 11 o'clock at the ice plant, he did not go into the room he 

usually slept in, but went in to the laundry to sleep. He did have a few drinks that day, but was 

not under the influence of liquor. He never smoked, and was not smoking when questioned by 

a constable. 

V. Solerson, proprietor of the fish shop adjoining the Royal Exchange Hotel, stated that he 

used the store-room for frying fish. He used a wood fire in a brick casing. He finished cooking 

at midday the previous day, and did not return to the store room until 11 p.m.. He then went in 

to turn off the electric light. The fire he had used for cooking was nearly out when he left it at 

midday, and he did not carry any of the fire away. He did not smoke. 

Alexander Leask, boots at the Royal Exchange Hotel, gave evidence that he was with Cotter 

at 11 p.m. the previous evening. He said to Cotter, "Can you smell anything smouldering?" 

Cotter replied "No." He went into the storeroom, but saw nothing suspicious. Cotter was 

sober, and stated that he did not want to sleep in the storeroom because of the mosquitoes 

and rats. Cotter then went into the laundry to sleep. He knew Cotter smoked; he had seen 

him doing so, and had given him cigarettes. Witness went to bed at 12.30 a.m. the next 

morning, and was awakened when the fire occurred. 

George Simmonds, night watchman, stated that he saw smoke and sparks arising from the 

rear of the Royal Exchange Hotel, and telephoned the fire brigade. 

Ernest Cook, officer-in-charge of the Port Pirie Fire Brigade, gave evidence that a call was 

received at 1.40 a.m. The fire was extinguished in 15 to 20 minutes. He saw nothing 

suspicious, and had no idea how the fire occurred. 
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Constable R. Wilcox examined the scene of the fire after the blaze was extinguished, but 

could find nothing suspicious. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 12 January 1927, page 2 

FIRE AT SOLOMONTOWN. 

House Completely Gutted. 

The residence of Mr A. J. Thomson, 17 Wright street, Solomontown, was completely gutted 

by fire at about 3 o'clock yesterday morning. The house, which was of wood and iron, 

contained four rooms. 

Mr. Thomson on awakening at about 3 o'clock saw volumes of smoke rushing through the 

house. The fire brigade were immediately summoned, but they were unable to save the 

house, which, including the furniture, was completely destroyed. 

The house was insured with the Royal Insurance Company for £250. The furniture was also 

insured. 

Mr. Thomson, who is a married man with two children, had intended leaving for Port 

Noarlunga today for a holiday. 

It is not known what caused the fire. No inquest will be held. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 12 January 1927, page 3 

MOTOR AMBULANCE. 

Offer From Smelters. 

A communication was received from the B.H.A.S. in connection with the establishment of a 

motor ambulance in Port Pirie. The company agreed to assist the Council as follows :— 

1. An ambulance to be purchased at a cost of approximately £600, the Company to pay half 

the cost. 

2. The ambulance to be housed at the Fire Station, the company contributing £35 per annum 

towards the upkeep, and the company not to be charged for any calls from their works. 

A request has been sent to the Fire Brigades Board regarding the housing of the ambulance, 

and the matter will be held in abeyance until a reply is received. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Thursday 27 January 1927, page 14 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

GOOD WORK BY THE BRIGADE. 

Port Pirie, January 26. 

A smart response of the brigade about midday today probably saved a serious fire at the 

office of Messrs. Treleaven and Brown, shipping agents, in Ellen street. When the brigade 

arrived the back of the office, of wood and iron, was well alight, but the fire was extinguished 

before much damage was done. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 31 January 1927, page 1 

TIMBER ON FIRE 

SUNDAY MORNING CALL 

More Good Brigade Work. 
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The Pirie Fire Brigade added another to its list of splendid "saves" yesterday, when it received 

a call to the timber slacks of the Globe Proprietary Company, on the Baltic Wharf area. The 

promptitude and dispatch with which the brigade responded and carried out its work no doubt 

saved the Globe Proprietary thousands of pounds. 

The call was received at the station at 10.20 yesterday morning, and the brigade turned out 

with its motor pump, which was quickly connected with the low tide of the river. It was found 

that a large stack of 8 x 6 oregon recently unloaded from the steamer Riga was blazing 

fiercely at the northernmost point. 

The firemen attacked the flames, which appeared to have taken a good hold, with two lines of 

river hose, and one from the fresh-water main, and with a pressure of about two tons a minute 

soon had the outbreak beaten. 

Fortunately, the fire started on the southern side of the stack, and as only a light northerly 

breeze was blowing, it received little assistance. A large quantity of timber remains on the 

wharf flats, and had a high wind been blowing, a tremendous risk would have faced the 

firemen. As it was, about 150 to 200 of the heavy logs were badly charred, back for several 

feet. 

It is only a couple of months ago that a similar fire broke out within 100 yards of the scene of 

yesterday's outbreak. The origin of the fire is a mystery. Twice have great stacks of valuable 

timber been threatened with destruction lately, and twice has Pirie's efficient brigade effected 

good saves on the Baltic flats. 

The damage done yesterday will cover several hundreds of pounds. The timber is insured 

with the Royal Assurance Company. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 2 February 1927, page 2 

GENERAL 

No Inquest. 

No inquest will be held regarding the fire at the Globe Timber Mills which occurred on Sunday 

morning. The damage is estimated to be in the vicinity of £1000. 

Tar on Fire. 

Shortly after noon yesterday, the Pirie Fire Brigade received a call to Limb and Williams' 

premises in Norman street, where four tins of tar had caught alight. The firemen quickly 

extinguished the blaze. No damage was reported. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Wednesday 2 February 1927, page 12 

CASUALTIES. 

TAR ON FIRE. 

PORT PIRIE, Tuesday .—About midday dense volumes of smoke issuing from the rear of the 

Pirie Motor Works' new building gave the impression that a big fire had broken out on the 

property. The brigade was summoned, and it was found that the fire was confined to four or 

five tins of tar, which were smouldering vigerously. The firemen speedily had the blaze under 

control, and little damage was done. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 4 February 1927, page 1 

MOTOR AMBULANCE. 

Problem of Pirie Service. 

FIRE BRIGADE SCHEME ADVANCED. 
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To discuss matters pertaining to the proposed acquisition of a motor ambulance van for the 

municipality of Pirie, a conference was held yesterday afternoon between municipal 

representatives and officials of the South Australian Fire Brigades Board. 

Messrs E. Frinsdorf (chairman) and J. E. Dickie (Chief Officer) of the Board journeyed from 

Adelaide for the purpose of going into the matter with the local authorities, and it is 

understood that a satisfactory scheme has been evolved for the efficient housing and service 

of the proposed ambulance. 

When approached last night on the subject, Mr. Frinsdorf intimated that he could not 

enumerate the full details of the scheme submitted, but added that the service, if introduced in 

Pirie on the lines of the Board scheme, would be of a similar nature to that which has been 

successfully in operation in Port Adelaide for the past three years. Finality, stated Mr. 

Frinsdorf, now rests with the local authorities. 

It has been learned from another source that it is proposed to house the new ambulance at 

the Fire Brigade Station, Gertrude street, and that the pressing problem of quick service will 

be overcome by a fireman-driver taking the wheel. 

There will be a general feeling of satisfaction among Pirie citizens if such a service is made 

available, bearing in mind his experiences of the past with the obsolete, horse-drawn vehicle. 

The Port Adelaide ambulance has had more than one report to make of having handed an 

injured patient over to the hospital staff within five minutes of receiving a street call. If, in the 

words of the chairman of the Fire Brigades Board a similar service is introduced in Pirie, a 

long-felt want will have been supplied. 

Messrs. Frinsdorf and Dickie will motor back to Adelaide this morning. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Saturday 5 February 1927, page 15 

PORT PIRIE. 

February 3.—For some time the purchase of on up-to-date motor ambulance has been 

engaging the attention of the town council. Negotiations with the Broken Hill Associated 

Smelters culminated in that company offering to meet half the purchase cost. The housing of 

the new ambulance and the necessary quick service have formed a problem recently, and to-

day the mayor and works committee received a visit from Messrs. E. Frinsdorf (chairman), 

and J. E. Dickie (chief officer) of the Fire Brigades Board, in connection with a request that the 

motor be housed in the fire station, and driven by a member of the local brigade, inaugurating 

a somewhat similar service to that at present operating at Port Adelaide. Though finality has 

not yet been reached, it is understood that a scheme of administration submitted by the 

visiting officials will be adopted by the council. 

Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931), Saturday 12 February 1927, page 61 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

PORT PIRIE, February 4.—A fire occurred this afternoon on the flats off York road, on 

premises owned by Mr. A. E. Ciddell and occupied by Mr. Heine. The fire started at the 

northern end of the home, a four-roomed weatherboard place, and was noticed first by 

neighbours, the occupants being in the kitchen on the other side of the house. Neighbours 

rendered prompt assistance and the fire brigade was called. The house was saved from total 

destruction by the sudden changing of the wind from north to south, which checked the 

flames. When the firemen arrived the blaze had been quelled. A hole was burnt in the north 

wall, and some partitions and all the furniture damaged. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Monday 14 February 1927, page 9 

CASUALTIES. 
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DEATH FROM BURNS. 

PORT PIRIE, Sunday.—Mrs. Susan Kennedy (63), of Florence street, who was recently taken 

to hospital suffering from burns, occasioned by an accident with a spirit lamp, died last night. 

An inquest is deemed unnecessary.  

A PIRIE FIRE. 

PORT PIRIE, Sunday.— The fire brigade received a call from Alexander street at 5.30 this 

morning to a fire at Mr. W. A. Clarke's billiard room. The brigade soon had the blaze under 

control, and little damage resulted. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 27 May 1927, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL 

False Fire Alarms. 

The local fire brigade received a call to Pirie West a little after midnight on Sunday morning 

and another to Crispinville at 12.30 a.m. yesterday, Both were false alarms. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Monday 30 May 1927, page 11 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

WATTLE CAFE DAMAGED. 

Port Pirie, May 29. 

At 5 o'clock this morning a policeman in Ellen-street saw smoke issuing from a small block of 

buildings occupied by Messrs. Drage & Sons, butchers, Mrs. Robinson's Wattle Cafe, and Mr. 

S. H. Edwards's music store, adjoining the Family Hotel. The brigade soon had the fire under 

control, but not before the interior of the cafe, which was between the two shops, was 

severely damaged, the furniture, large stocks of confectionery, glasses, and fittings reduced 

to ruins, and a large hole burned in the floor to the cellar beneath, in which was housed the 

small-goods plant of Mr. W. V. Davies. The music store suffered damage, but a piano and 

player piano were shifted out of harm's way and were untouched. The meat stored in Messrs. 

Drage's shop was damaged by smoke. The buildings are all owned by Messrs. F. N. and F. 

Young, and were insured. They were not irreparably damaged, but the losses of stock amount 

to several hundred pounds, Mrs. Robinson being the heaviest loser. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 13 July 1927, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL. 

Car on Fire. 

At 7.15 last evening Mr. Lyall K. Dalton, of 126, Florence street, was driving alone in a Dodge 

car in the direction of his home, and when crossing the intersection of Florence and Norman 

streets flames burst from the undercarriage. The driver brought the car to a standstill and 

jumped out, while the flames mounted to the body of the vehicle. Sergeant Barlow and 

Constable Guthridge were quickly on the scene. The fire brigade was summoned, and quickly 

subdued the fire with patent extinguishers, but not before the upholstery, hood and inside 

furnishings were destroyed. The body, though badly charred, suffered little damage, and it is 

thought that the engine escaped. The car was removed to the rear of Laver's Motor Works. 

The damage is estimated at between £40 and £50. The car is insured with the Australian 

Federal Company. It is thought that a short circuit in the electric system caused the fire. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Wednesday 24 August 1927, page 15 

COUNTRY NEWS 
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PORT PIRIE, August 22.— At the weekend the Port Pirie Fire Brigade was called out twice, 

but in both cases the fires caused only slight damage. The first outbreak was on a motor lorry, 

which had caught fire on the Three-chain road. The flames were extinguished with sand, 

taken from a lorry loaded with garden soil, which was passing at the time. The other call was 

to Mrs. C. Short's store on the Terrace, Port Pirie West, where the fire was put out after about 

£20 worth of damage had been done. The property and stock were insured. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Wednesday 28 September 1927, page 14 

CASUALTIES. 

GOOD SAVE AT PIRIE. 

PORT PIRIE, September 27.— The fire brigade received a call this afternoon from Senate 

road. A smart response resulted in saving the residence of Mrs. H. L. Harvey, for the firemen 

found a straw stack blazing in the yard near the house, and the fences and a boxthorn hedge 

well alight. The wind was blowing the flames towards the house, but the firefighters confined 

the fire to the stack, which was destroyed. Considerable damage was done to the fence 

around the house, which is two miles out of the town. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 20 October 1927, page 3 

JUST IN TIME. 

BLAZE IN YORK ROAD. 

Neighbors' Timely Warning. 

But for the timely warning of a next-door neighbor, a fire which occurred at 47 York Road, 

Pirie West, early yesterday morning, may have had more serious consequences. 

Shortly, after 1 a.m., the daughter of Mrs. Scarce, York Road, who was sleeping on the 

verandah, was awakened by the smell of burning wood. She immediately informed her 

mother, who discovered that the house next door, occupied by Mr. G. Gummow, barman, with 

his wife and child, was on fire. Mr. Gummow and family were asleep at the time. 

Mrs. Scarce immediately called out to the sleeping occupants of the burning house, and 

eventually awakened them. When Mr. Gummow awoke he found that his house was burning 

rapidly. Springing out of bed he picked up his baby boy, and with his wife escaped from the 

building, which was steadily being consumed by fire. Mr. Gummow communicated with the 

fire brigade, which promptly answered the call at 1.30 o'clock. Within about ten minutes after 

their arrival, the firemen had extinguished the fire. 

The house, which was comprised of wood and iron, and consisted of three rooms, was 

gutted, and all the contents, with the exception of a few clothes, were destroyed. Mrs. C. 

Hanson, of David street, was the owner of the building, which was insured with the Liverpool, 

London and Globe Insurance Co. The contents of the house were insured with the Catholic 

Insurance Co. 

"Nobody can say what would have happened had it not been for the timely warning of Mrs. 

Scarce," said Mr. Gummow yesterday. "I would like to express my sincere thanks for her 

assistance in that respect. We are very grateful for the warning given by Mrs. Scarce." 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 21 October 1927, page 1 

YORK ROAD FIRE. 

THE INQUEST. 

An Open Verdict. 
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Mr. R. T. Lawry, J.P., as coroner, conducted an inquest at the Pirie Local Court yesterday into 

the circumstances surrounding a fire which occurred at 47, York Road, Pirie West, occupied 

by Mr G. Gummow and family, on Wednesday, October 19. 

Miss Winnie Scarce, of 49 York Road, said that at about 1.30 a.m. on Wednesday she was 

asleep on the verandah of her home. She awoke, noticing a red glare. She subsequently saw 

that the house next door was on fire. She informed her mother. She and her mother called out 

to occupants of the burning house. Later she heard them coming out. 

Mrs K. Scarce gave corroborative evidence. When Mrs Gummow came out witness told her to 

get some clothes. Mrs Gummow got clothes. The occupants, said witness, had barely time to 

get out of the door. Shortly afterwards the fire brigade arrived. 

George Gummow said he was the occupier of the house. On Wednesday night he went to 

bed at 10.30. His wife retired at the same time. At about 1.30 a.m. he was awakened by a 

voice calling out, "Mrs Gummow, your house is on fire." Witness picked up the baby, grabbed 

a few clothes and ran out of the house. His wife followed him. All witness' belongings and 

furniture, except a few clothes, were destroyed. The furniture and clothes were insured with 

the Australian Catholic Insurance Co. for £150. Witness had no idea how the fire originated. 

As far as he knew, his insurance policy was lost in the fire. 

Mrs Catherine Hanson said she was the owner of the house. Evidence was given by Thomas 

Booth (senior fireman). He said the fire appeared to have started from the back portion of the 

house. Evidence was given by Mrs Gummow and Plainclothes Constable Alexander Phin. 

The coroner found that a fire occurred at 47 York Road, on October 19, but there was no 

evidence to show how the outbreak originated. 

Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954), Saturday 10 December 1927, page 7 

PORT PIRIE BLAZE 

Block of Shops Gutted 

Damage Estimated at £2,000 

PORT PIRIE, Today. 

Fanned by a strong southerly breeze a fire swept through a block of buildings on Main road, 

Solomontown, early this afternoon and caused damage estimated at £2,000 or thereabouts. It 

is thought that the outbreak began in the workshop of Mr. W. Bulling, a plumber. The Port 

Pirie Brigade with two machines and five lines of hose was quickly on the scene, but despite 

its efforts the fire quickly spread to four shops, occupied respectively by Messrs. J. Bromley 

(bootmaker), S. J. Pavlich (butcher), Miss M. Harnett (dressmaker), and Mr. F. Price 

(confectioner). The residential portion of Mr. Price's premises and an adjacent house were 

also attacked by the flames. The blaze was not subdued until it had practically gutted the 

shops and houses and their contents. All the buildings were insured. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 12 December 1927, page 2 

FIERCE FIRE AT SOLOMONTOWN 

DAMAGE ESTIMATED AT £6000. 

FIVE BUILDINGS COMPLETELY DESTROYED 

OUTBREAK SPREADS WITH STRONG WIND. 

Aided by a strong south-easterly wind, fire raged through a block of buildings, including three 

stone shops and two wood and iron houses at Main Road Solomontown on Saturday 

afternoon, and caused damage to the extent of about £6000. 
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Although the origin of the fire is unknown, it is thought that the outbreak occurred at either a 

wood and iron house occupied by Mr. George Malia at No. 76, Main Road, or at a shop 

occupied by Miss A. M. Harnett, dressmaker, which immediately, adjoins the premises. 

Despite the efforts of the Port Pirie Fire Brigade, the fire completely destroyed a five-roomed 

house owned and occupied by Mr. J. G. Bromley, bootmaker, a weatherboard work shop 

occupied by Mr. Edgar Bulling, plumber, a two-roomed stone shop occupied by Miss A. M. 

Harnett, dressmaker and a three-roomed wood and iron house occupied by Mr. Geo. Malia, 

Mr. Price's confectionery shop adjoining his house was partially destroyed by fire and 

practically all his stock was ruined by water and smoke. 

It is believed that the fire was first discovered at about 2 o'clock, when Mr. James Gray, 

hairdresser, who occupies a shop near Mr. Price's premises, saw smoke issuing from the 

vicinity, and immediately operated the fire alarm. The outbreak, however, had taken a good 

hold of the block some time before the brigade received the alarm, for when the firemen, with 

two reels and five lines of hose, arrived the three shops and two houses were well alight. 

A FIERCE OUTBREAK 

Fanned by an unusually strong south-east wind, the fire swept through Miss Harnett's 

dressmaking shop, and within a very short time had destroyed the workshop of Mr. E. Bulling, 

plumber, which is situated at the rear of the main buildings. By that time the flames had 

completely destroyed the three-roomed house occupied by Mr. G. Malia, which is next to Miss 

Harnett's shop. The fire spread from Mr. Bulling's workshop to the five-roomed house 

occupied by Mr. F. Price, and at the same time attacked the shop occupied by Mr. Bromley. 

The whole block was burning fiercely when the brigade arrived. Seeing that the burning 

buildings were too far gone to attempt a save, the firemen concentrated their attention on the 

adjoining buildings. Immediately next to the shop and house of Mr. Price, senior, is the motor 

garage and electrical showroom of Mr. F. Price, junior, and at the rear of those premises is a 

four-roomed wood and iron house, also owned and occupied by the Price family. The flames, 

raging fiercely in the house at the rear of the confectionery shop, threatened to attack the 

adjoining premises, and it was here that the brigade exerted every effort to prevent the fire 

spreading. 

LURKING DANGER 

Danger of an even more serious conflagration lurked in the electrical showroom and garage 

of Mr. Price, junior, for hundreds of gallons of oil and motor spirit were stored on the premises 

and only a stone wall and a few feet separated these stores from the blazing furnace next 

door. Immediately opposite the partially destroyed confectionery shop is a bowser petrol 

pump containing over 200 gallons, while further along the front of the premises, opposite the 

showroom of Mr. F. Price, junior, is another petrol pump. 

The firemen, however, succeeded, after an hour's hard work, in quelling the outbreak, 

incidentally saving the adjoining premises of Mr. Price, junior. Six drums of motor oil were 

hastily removed from the electrical shop, and it is stated that two or three motor cars were 

also removed in case of emergency. 

On the southern side of the block, and immediately next to the house occupied by Mr. G. 

Malia, the whole side of Mr. S. Pavlich's house, which adjoins his butcher shop, was badly 

scorched by fire. 

FIRE AND SMOKE 

The fire was witnessed by hundreds of people. Flames swept fiercely over the tops of the 

buildings, and smoke poured out of the windows and front passages in blinding clouds. The 

collapse of the heavy verandah posts opposite the dressmaking shop was followed by a 

volume of thick smoke issuing from the front of the premises. 
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And more danger lurked inside the confectionary shop of Mr. F. Price, senior, who had, no 

doubt in the excitement of the moment, forgotten that there were two acetylene cylinders used 

for the recharging of cordials, installed within. Fortunately, the heat was apparently not so 

great in the shop to cause an explosion. Within a short time, Mr. Price's house and most of its 

contents were completely destroyed. 

DETAILS OF LOSSES 

The shop and house are insured with the London, Liverpool and Globe Insurance Company 

for £800, and the furniture and belongings of Mr. Price for about £400 with the Adelaide 

Insurance Company. The contents and the fittings of the shop are insured with the United 

Insurance Company for £400, making a total insurance on both shop and house and contents 

of about £1,600. It is believed, however, that the loss sustained by Mr. Price will greatly 

exceed the compensation. 

The shop occupied by Miss. Harnett, a dressmaker, contained two brick rooms. The contents 

were not injured by Miss Harnett, who estimates damage at about £70, being the value of 

property such as dresses and material. At the rear of the adjoining premises, Mr. Mitchell 

Pollock, boot-repairer, rented a room which was totally destroyed and included all his 

personal belongings. Mr. Pollock estimates his loss at about £45. Mr. E. Bulling, whose 

workshop was also destroyed, had his stock and tools insured with the London, Liverpool and 

Globe Company for £150. 

Mr. Bromley, plumber, suffered damage estimated at about £400. All his stock in the building 

was totally destroyed. The contents were insured with the Bankers and Traders' Insurance 

Company for about that sum. The property of Mr. G. Malia, who occupied the three-roomed 

house adjoining the dressmaker's shop, was not insured against fire. He estimates his loss at 

about £20. Mr. A. Dagrie, who lived at the house with Mr. Malia, sustained a loss of £60 as 

the result of the fire. His property was not insured. 

All the destroyed buildings, with the exception of the shop and house owned and occupied by 

Mr. F. Price, were owned by Charles Smith, of Angas street, Adelaide. 

ORIGIN UNKNOWN 

It is understood that the fire had gained a strong hold of the buildings before it was detected. 

Mr. Price, senior, was serving in his shop when he heard cries from the rear of his premises. 

Rushing outside, he saw that Mr. Bulling's workshop, which was very close to his (Price's) 

house, was in flames. Mr. Price, junior, was at the rear of the premises at the time and both 

father and son made an effort to extinguish the flames with buckets of water. They were 

unsuccessful and by that time, the fire was spreading to their own house, both men removed 

much of the furniture and other belongings from the house into the back yard, and summoned 

assistance in notifying the brigade. The fire brigade was on the scene soon afterwards. 

Mr. Price stated yesterday morning that he could not give an estimate of the damage caused, 

but he had been successful in saving a good deal of his belongings from the back portion of 

the house. He added that a newly installed ice cream-maker was not damaged. 

Mr Price has sustained a severe loss, particularly in view of the Christmas season. For the 

time being he is residing in his house next door which was fortunately saved, the 

confectionery shop was only partially destroyed. 

Miss Haarnett and Messrs E. Bulling and J. G. Bromley, who occupied the other destroyed 

premises, were absent when the fire occurred. They, too, have sustained serious losses. Mr. 

Bromley had valuable machinery for bootmaking purposes, which was totally destroyed. He 

resides at Three Chain Road, Solomontown, and Mr. Bulling at Moppett Road, Pirie West. 

It is evident that the fire did not begin at Mr. Bulling's workshop in view of the fact that Miss 

Harnett's shop was well alight before the premises of the former were in flames. 
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It is stated that Mr. Malia, who occupied the house adjoining that of Miss Harnett, had cooked 

his dinner with a Primus stove shortly after noon that day, and later, with his friend, Mr. 

Dagrie, left the house after washing the dishes. When they returned later they discovered that 

the house was alight. Mr. Malia grabbed up a few belongings and rushed outside. By that 

time, the fire was spreading rapidly through out the block. 

EFFICIENT FIREMEN 

The Fire Brigade, under Station Officer Cook, was responsible for a prompt response and 

efficient work in quelling the outbreak, and preventing further damage to adjoining property. 

Plainclothes Constable Phin, who was in charge of the matter, has reported the occurrence to 

the Mr. R. Lawry as coroner and it is understood that an inquest will be held this afternoon. It 

is estimated that the total damage is about £6,000. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 13 December 1927, page 2 

EVIDENCE AT INQUEST. 

An Open Verdict. 

Mr. R. T. Lawry, as coroner, conducted an inquest at the Pirie Court-house yesterday into the 

circumstances surrounding the fire which occurred on Main Road, Solomontown on Saturday. 

Mr. C. R. Hannan appeared on behalf of the owner of the property, Mr. C. Smith, of Adelaide, 

and the respective insurance companies were also represented. 

Frank Price, senior, said he was the owner and occupier of the shop and house, 68-70 Main 

Road. About 2.15 p.m. on Saturday he was serving in the shop when he heard someone 

running and crying out at the rear of the shop. He went to the rear and saw that the adjoining 

premises were ablaze. Witness and his son tried to put out the fire with buckets of water. 

Seeing that his efforts were hopeless, he ran outside and told a young man to give the fire 

alarm. Witness and his son then endeavored to save some of their belongings. The house 

was totally destroyed and the shop was more damaged by water and smoke than by fire. The 

loss on the furniture and household belongings amounted to about £200, and about £380 

damage on the stock and fittings. The shop and house were insured. The stock and fittings 

were insured with the United Insurance Co. for £400 and the furniture and personal effects 

with the London and Lancashire Co. for £250. The buildings were insured with the Victoria 

Insurance Co. for £715. Witness said his stocks and fittings were valued at over £600 but had 

been insured for only £400. He did not know how the fire originated. 

Frank Price junior told the coroner that on the day in question he was in his room when he 

heard a crackling noise, and then saw flames coming from the direction of Mr. Bulling's 

workshop. Witness telephoned the brigade and then assisted his father in an attempt to 

extinguish the flames. This being impossible, he assisted to remove personal belongings from 

the rear of the house. He took four or five cars from his own shop. The brigade arrived soon 

afterwards. Witness could not say how the fire originated. 

R. J. Gray, hairdresser, told the coroner that he was on the footpath on Main Road when he 

saw smoke coming from the direction of the block of buildings, and gave the alarm. Miss A. 

M. Harnett, dressmaker, said she had been renting the two-roomed shop which was 

destroyed. At about 1 p.m. on Saturday, witness left the shop. Everything was in order and 

the premises were locked up. At about 2.30 she was informed that her shop was on fire. 

Although she had at first estimated the damage at £70, witness now estimated the value of 

the goods in the shop at £100, which were not covered by insurance. Witness had an electric 

iron but it was not connected that morning. She had no idea how the fire originated. 

Michael Pollock, boot repairer, said he occupied a room at the rear of the premises. He said 

he left the rooms at about 1 o'clock and went down the street. At 2.20 p.m. he saw the fire 

brigade going towards Solomontown. Witness followed and when he arrived at the scene of 
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the fire he saw that his room was completely destroyed. He valued his belongings at about 

£45. The articles were not insured. 

E. Bulling, plumber, said he rented the wood and iron shop at the rear of Mr. Bromley's shop. 

The premises were owned by Mr. C. Smith. At 12 noon witness saw that everything in the 

shop was in order. There were no fires lit in the shop that morning. Witness was absent when 

the fire occurred. When he arrived at the scene the building was destroyed. Witness 

estimated the damage to his property at about £300. His property was insured with the 

Liverpool, London, and Globe Co. for £150. 

J. G. Bromley, bootmaker, said he rented a shop owned by Mr. C. Smith of Adelaide. He left 

his shop at 1.5 p.m., and went to dinner. Before leaving everything was in order. Later, he 

discovered that his shop was burned. He tried to get into the shop to recover some of his 

property but the smoke was too thick. He valued his stock at £400, and it was insured for 

£200 with the Bankers and Traders' Insurance Co. 

George Malia, a Maltese, said he had lived at the house, No 76 Main Road, Solomontown. At 

12 noon, or a little later, on Saturday, he was cooking his dinner on a kerosene stove. After 

dinner he washed the dishes and cleaned up. Sergeant Noblet; Was the stove alight then?—

No. It was shut off. Witness said he went to the front gate of the premises, stayed there about 

20 minutes and then heard glass cracking in the dressmakers' shop next door. He went to the 

front door of his house, opened it, and saw smoke and flames coming from the direction of 

the dressmaker's shop. Witness saw that his house was burning and he ran inside, got some 

of his belongings and took them outside. He valued the damage at about £20. His property 

was not insured. Witness did not know how the fire started. 

Anthony Dagrie, who lived with the previous witness at the house in question, said that at 

about 1 o'clock on Saturday he had dinner at the house and later went to a friend's place. At 3 

p.m., when he returned to the house he found that it was well alight. His belongings, which 

were valued at £50 were all destroyed. They were not insured. 

G. R. Roebuck, fireman, said at about 2.15 p.m. on Saturday he was on the Main Road when 

he heard someone call out "Fire". He ran to the alarm, but saw Mr. Gray break it. Witness 

rushed back and saw smoke coming out of the place next to Pavlich's shop. A few minutes 

later, the flames got through the windows and the front door. Shortly afterwards the brigade 

arrived and witness took up duty. When witness first noticed that there was a fire, he did not 

see any smoke coming from Miss. Harnett's premises. He saw smoke coming from the 

building between Pavlich's and Miss Harnett's. 

Station Officer Cook said in response to a call to Solomontown he turned out with the brigade 

and two machines. When he arrived the buildings were well alight. The brigade set to work 

and had the fire under control within about an hour. Witness would say that the fire started 

somewhere at the rear of the dressmaker's shop. This was his opinion on an examination 

after the fire. He would not say that it started in the dressmaker's shop, but it started 

somewhere in the centre of the buildings. 

Plainclothes Constable Phin said that when he examined the premises he did not see 

anything that would create suspicion as to the outbreak of the fire. He had no idea how it 

originated. 

The coroner found that the premises in question were destroyed by fire and that there was no 

evidence to show how it originated. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 15 December 1927, page 2 

ANOTHER FIRE. 

A HOUSE DESTROYED. 

Brigade Again Wins Out. 
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Following the serious out-break at Solomontown on Saturday, another fire destroyed a wood 

and iron house occupied by Mr. and Mrs. H. Gerrard, at No. 35 Fourth street, Pirie West, 

shortly after 4 o'clock yesterday afternoon. 

But for the resourcefulness and efficiency of the Port Pirie Fire Brigade, the house adjoining 

the premises, which is occupied by Mr. E. Wilson, would undoubtedly have also been 

destroyed. By dint of dogged vigilance, and concentration on the part of the firemen, the 

house next door was saved. 

It is understood that Mrs. Gerrard was lighting the wood stove and had gone into the yard to 

get more wood when a spark apparently escaped from the stove, causing the outbreak. When 

she returned to the kitchen the room was in flames. 

ASSISTED BY THE WIND 

With a strong north wind blowing, the fire quickly took hold of the wood and iron building, and 

it was not long before the whole house was burning fiercely. The Fire Brigade was summoned 

by telephone, and arrived on the scene a few minutes later with two machines and three lines 

of hose. 

By the time the firemen had arrived, however, the house was too far gone to save, and the 

brigade concentrated on preventing the flames from spreading to the house next door. The 

firemen experienced a gruelling task in the intense heat from the fire, but they worked 

pluckily, and were fortunately aided by a good pressure of water. 

In view of the fact that Mr. Wilson's house was only a few feet from the southern side of the 

burning building next door, it appeared to the onlookers that even the determined efforts of 

the firemen would not prevent the flames from spreading to the adjoining house. 

STUBBORN FIGHT 

But after about half an hour's hard work, the brigade was responsible for a splendid save, and 

with the exception of a slightly scorched fence, Mr. Wilson's property was not damaged. The 

house occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Gerrard was completely gutted. The contents were insured 

with the Batavia Insurance Company for £200, and the house, which was owned by Mrs. F. 

O. Mallyon for £250 with the Victorian Insurance Company. The contents of the house 

included a pianola, which was totally destroyed. 

Constable A. Olsson had charge of the inquiries and reported the occurrence to the coroner, 

who deemed an inquest unnecessary. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Tuesday 20 December 1927, page 10 

SEVEN SHOPS BURNED AT PORT PIRIE 
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One of the most disastrous fires in Port Pirie in recent years was that which occurred at 

Solomontown recently when four shops and two houses were destroyed. The damage ran 

into thousands of pounds. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 22 December 1927, page 1 

FALSE ALARM. 

TWO MEN CHARGED. 

"Mean, Dastardly Hoax." 

George Scarman and Alfred John Hyde, two young men, appeared before Mr. D. C. Scott, 

S.M., at the Pirie Police Court yesterday, charged with having wilfully and maliciously given a 

false alarm of fire at the corner of Goode Road and The Terrace on December 10. The 

accused pleaded not guilty, and were defended by Mr. S. J. Warren. 

Constable Fry told the Court that on the night of December 10 he was on street duty. During 

the night there was some disturbance in the Playground. Witness went there and searched 

the grounds, but did not find anyone there. He later went to the Pirie School grounds at about 

2.30 a.m., and while there heard a noise similar to that of a stick being drawn across 

corrugated iron. He saw the accused leaning against a post on the corner of Goode Road and 

The Terrace, where a fire alarm is situated. They were standing near the alarm. He heard one 

of them say: "Let's break the —— thing and give the —— something to do." Another man 

said: "Yes, that will be a —— of a joke." Witness heard, the sound of falling glass and then 

saw one of them appear to turn a handle. It was a clear moonlight night. Witness could see 

them clearly. He was unable to get over the fence where he stood, but ran along the fence 

and got over further along the yard. He went after the accused, and at length saw them near 

the Federal Hairdressing Saloon. Witness caught up to them after they had run away. When 

asked who had broken the glass, neither man replied. Witness told them that he had been 

watching them break the alarm. Scarman said: ''We have been out. We are just going home." 

Hyde added: "We have not been near Goode Road tonight." 

Mr. Warren: What was Hyde wearing that night? Witness: A dark shirt. How far away from the 

men were you when you first saw them?—About 20 yards. You are an athletic man?—I 

suppose I'm as fit as the next man. But you are a fast runner, aren't you?—I don't know if I am 

a mile runner, or a Sheffield sprinter. But you are athletic?—Yes. Why didn't you go straight to 

them on the corner?—Because I thought I would be able to get them by going down a back 

street. When at the corner, said witness, he definitely recognised one of the men as Scarman. 

He did not definitely recognise Hyde. 

Mr. Warren: Which of the two men broke the glass?—I don't know. Witness said that when he 

accosted the two men they smelt strongly of liquor. Mr. Warren: Did Hyde tell you that he was 

going to see the sergeant about the matter?—Yes. Witness said he saw Hyde about an hour 

later. Hyde said: "I've seen the.—— sergeant. He's going to play particular —— with you." 

Witness said: "Did you tell him the truth?" The accused said: "Yes." Witness said: "I'll tell him 

my share in the morning." Witness heard later that morning that Hyde had been at the police 

station. 

Constable Makins also gave evidence. He said that when Constable Fry questioned the two 

accused, one of them said "We never did it. We are going home." Witness said that from the 

time he saw the two men break the glass on The Terrace until Fry spoke to them later, he had 

the men under observation all the time. Witness and Fry were looking over the fence of the 

school grounds when they saw the two men break the alarm. 

Station-officer Cook gave evidence that on the morning in question the brigade received a call 

to Pirie West at 2.40. They found that the alarm glass was broken on The Terrace. There was 

nobody in the vicinity and the brigade returned to the station. It was a false alarm. 
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Mr. Warren said there was no doubt that an offence had been committed, but the police had 

got the wrong men. The accused Hyde said that on December 10 he was at the International 

Billiard Room, of which he was the proprietor. He cleaned up the tables and subsequently, 

with Scarman, went to the back of the Y.M.C.A. and drank three bottles of ale. They were 

there a long time on a seat, and then went through the park at the back of the Hospital and 

walked along The Terrace in a southerly direction. They got about 40 yards past the Federal 

barber's shop when Constable Fry ran up to them from behind. They were walking at the 

time. Fry said: "I've caught you this time, Dipper. What's your other name." Scarman said: 

"What's wrong? "What have I done?" Fry said; "You know what you've done." He also asked 

witness' name, and wrote both names in a book. Wit-ness said: "This is no good to me, I'm 

going to see the sergeant. A man walks home and gets his name taken, and you won't tell 

him what it is for." Witness went to the police station and asked for the sergeant. A policeman 

said the sergeant was in bed. Witness insisted that he wanted to see him. Later, the sergeant 

appeared, and witness told him that they had had their names taken but the constable would 

not tell them what it was for. The sergeant said he would see the constable's re-port in the 

morning. The sergeant appeared to be annoyed, and told them to go home. Witness left the 

station and went to the Federal Hotel. Scarman was with him. They met Fry and Makins, and 

witness told Fry that he had seen the sergeant. Fry told them to go home. Witness denied that 

he had given a false fire alarm. He had not run along The Terrace that night. Owing to an 

accident in 1921, he was run over by a truck, and his leg had never been right since. 

Mr. Scott: What were you doing between 11.30 p.m. and 2.40 in the morning? Witness: We 

had three bottles, and we were talking about racehorses and different things. Did you not 

leave the seat in the park until you walked on to The Terrace?—No. You stuck to it?—Yes. 

Sergeant Moore: Isn't it a fact that when you saw the sergeant at the the station he told you to 

go home because you were under the influence of liquor?—No. George Scarman, the other 

accused, corroborated the evidence of the first witness for the defence. Witness denied 

having been near the corner of Goode Road and The Terrace that morning. I did not run 

along The Terrace that night. Sergeant Moore: How many drinks did you have in the 

evening?—I had a couple between five and six. And then had three bottles with Hyde?—Yes. 

Aren't you a member of a mob known as the "Grasshopper Gang"? —No. Isn't it common for 

you to be knocking about the streets in a half drunken condition?—No. Haven't you been 

warned by the police about your behavior in the parks?—No. Did you go to the police station 

with Hyde?—Yes. Did you speak to the sergeant?— No. Isn't it a fact that you were so much 

under the influence of liquor that you don't know what did happen?—No. Mr. Scott: Did not 

Constable Fry say something about breaking the glass?—No, he wouldn't tell us. 

Sergeant Noblett gave evidence in rebuttal of that given by Hyde regarding his visit to the 

police station. Witness said Hyde said: "Constable Fry has taken my name," Witness said, 

''What for?" He said, "I don't know." Witness said, "I'm sure Constable Fry would not take your 

name unless he had reason to do so." He said, "I don't want my name taken. Witness said, 

"What do you do for a living " The defendant said that he kept a billiard saloon and knocked 

off at 11 o'clock. He added after further questions that he had had half a dozen bottles of beer 

that night. Witness said that the defendant began to get somewhat impudent, and he 

(witness) told him he had better go. He said: "You'll hear more about this, Sergeant." Witness 

said, "You'll probably hear more about it, too." He then left the station. 

The magistrate found both defendants guilty. He said they were guilty of a mean, dastardly 

hoax. They had brought members of the fire brigade, who risked their lives, out of bed at that 

time of the morning. It was a cruel thing to do. This was the first offence of its kind that had 

come before him. The maximum penalty for the first offence was a fine of £5 or seven days 

imprisonment. For a second offence, the defendant was liable to imprisonment for six months 

without the option of a fine. The defendants would each be fined £2 and costs, in default 

seven days imprisonment. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Thursday 22 December 1927, page 13 
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FALSE FIRE ALARM. 

Two Men Convicted. 

A Strange Coincidence. 

PORT PIRIE. December 21. 

At the Magistrates Court to-day there was a remarkable coincidence. While a charge of 

having raised a false alarm for the fire brigade was being considered an urgent call to a fire 

came for Mr. E. W. Cook, the officer in charge of the brigade. Sgt. Moore, who was 

conducting the prosecution asked the Bench whether Mr. Cook could be taken as next 

witness, as a message had come that a fire was raging in Pirie West. Mr. D. C. Scott, S.M.— 

But what about the fire? Sgt. Moore— The brigade has already gone out, and Mr. Cook's 

statement will be brief. The evidence was accordingly taken, and the fire chief was free to 

attend to his pressing duties. Before the hearing opened the Magistrate remarked on the rarity 

of the charge, and Sgt. Moore stated that no action of that kind had been taken in South 

Australia for five years. Alfred John Hyde and George Scarman were charged with having 

given a false alarm from the corner of The Terrace and Goode road. Mr. S. J. Warren 

appeared for defendants, who pleaded not guilty. Constable Fry deposed that at 2.30 a.m. on 

December 10, he and constable Makings saw defendants leaning against a post on which 

was a fire alarm. He heard one say, "Let's break the —— thing and give the — — something 

to do." The other replied, "Yes, that will be a — — of a joke." He heard the sound of falling 

glass and saw one man put his hand up and turn something. They were about 20 yards from 

defendants. It was a clear night and full moon. He ran down a side street and intercepted the 

men near the Federal Hotel. The brigade station officer gave evidence of the brigade having 

been called on a false alarm. The evidence of defendants was that they left the International 

Saloon just after 11. They took three bottles of beer with them and went to the Y.M.C.A. 

cricket ground, sat there for a long time talking and drinking, and then went through the park 

behind the hospital and were walking in the direction of the school when Constable Fry picked 

them up." Hyde said he had a stiff ankle and could not run. They declared that they had not 

been near the fire alarm, and Hyde said he did not know what the charge was until an 

outsider told him last Saturday. The constables had described the clothes defendants were 

wearing, and Scarman was asked if he had a collar and tie on. He replied, "Yes." The S.M.— 

Then why did you not put them on to come to the Court? Defendant— I haven't got a back 

collar stud just now. The S.M. pointed out that Constable Makings had had defendants under 

observation all the time from the giving of the alarm to their interception by Constable Fry. He 

found them guilty of a mean, dastardly hoax. Men engaged by the fire brigade, who risked 

their lives to save the property of others, had been taken out of bed and put to trouble through 

defendant's drunken escapade. The Act, for a first offence, provided a maximum penalty of 

£5. Each defendant would be fined £2 and costs, in all £3 1/3.  

THE PIRIE WEST FIRE. 

The call which the fire brigade received this morning was to Third street, Pirie West, at a four-

roomed wood and iron house, owned and occupied by Mr. F. Murdoch. A few buckets of 

water served to finish the work of extinguishing the blaze, in which direction good service had 

been rendered by the wife of a neighbour, with a hose and tub of water. But for her efforts the 

place, which was hessian lined, must have been gutted. The fire started in a bedroom, and 

portion of the bed and ceiling were burned. The owner and his family left for Adelaide last 

Thursday. The house was insured for £140, and it is believed that the furniture was covered 

by a policy. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 22 December 1927, page 1 

MYSTERIOUS FIRE. 

Blaze in Third Street. 
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UNTENANTED HOUSE SLIGHTLY BURNED 

Owned by Mr. F. Murdoch, who is in Adelaide, an untenanted house in Third street, Pirie 

West, was slightly damaged by fire shortly after 11 o'clock yesterday morning. An element of 

mystery surrounds the outbreak, the origin of which is unknown. 

The Pirie Fire Brigade received a call by telephone, and on arrival, the firemen discovered 

that the fire was already extinguished. It is stated that a young woman was partly responsible 

for putting out the fire. Messrs. G. Symonds and J. Cattle, also helped with buckets of water. 

A bedroom was slightly damaged, and a bed and bedding was burned. A portion of the side of 

the house was also damaged. 

The building, which is of four rooms of wood and iron, was insured with the Victoria Insurance 

Co. for £140. The contents were insured with the Western Insurance Company, but the 

amount is as yet not known. The owner, Mr. Murdoch, is in Adelaide at present, and the 

house has been unoccupied for some time. A young woman had been engaged to look after it 

during his absence. How the fire started is a mystery up the present. The police are making 

inquiries. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 27 December 1927, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL. 

Small Fire at Solomontown. 

A small fire occurred in a shed at the rear of Stark's dance hall Church Circle at 10.30 p.m. on 

Sunday. The Fire Brigade were soon on the scene and extinguished the blaze before any 

serious damage was done. About an hour later the brigade received a false call to 

Crispinville. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 31 December 1927, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL. 

False Fire Alarm. 

The Port Pirie Fire Brigade received a false fire alarm call from Prince street, Solomontown, 

shortly after 8 o'clock last night. The firemen turned out promptly, only to discover that they 

had been the victims of a hoax. 

1928 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 7 January 1928, page 2 

ANOTHER FIRE. 

Midnight Blaze. 

HOUSE GUTTED IN FIFTH STREET. 

Shortly after midnight yesterday morning, a four-roomed wood and iron house in Fifth street, 

owned and occupied by Mr. L. Monaghan, was completely destroyed by fire. The brigade 

received a call at 12.40 a.m. but by the time it had arrived at the scene of the outbreak the 

flames had secured too big a hold on the house for it to be saved. 

The house was insured with the Royal Insurance Company for £320, and the furniture, which 

was also destroyed, with the Central Insurance Company for £150. Slight damage occurred to 

the house next door which is owned by Mrs. White, of Semaphore, and occupied by C. W. 

Brooks. The building was insured with the Reliance Insurance Company for £150. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 7 January 1928, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL. 
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"Kerbstone Critics." 

An opinion was expressed yesterday that the brigade were unable to control the fire which 

occurred a little after midnight in Pirie West because of the scarcity of water. When 

questioned later in the day, Mr. Cook, who is in charge of the Pirie Fire Station, hotly resented 

the suggestion. In his opinion the water pressure at the scene of the fire was the greatest that 

has occurred in that part of the town. It approximated 80 lbs. to the square inch. "I would like 

to know who the kerbstone critics are who make these ridiculous statements," concluded Mr. 

Cook. "The pressure was all that I would wish for." 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Tuesday 10 January 1928, page 13 

OPEN VERDICT ON PIRIE FIRE. 

PORT PIRIE, Monday.—At the Court-house to-day, the Coroner (Mr W. Clark) held an 

inquest on the fire which destroyed Mr. Luke Monaghan's house in Fifth street, Port Pirie 

West, early on Friday last. Sgt. Moore watched the proceedings for the police. Mr. S. J. 

Warren appeared for Mr. Monaghan, owner and occupier of the house; Mr. C.R. Hannan for 

the Royal Insurance Company, in which the house was insured for £320; and Mr. C. K. 

Sparrow for the Central Insurance Company, in which the contents were covered for £150.  

Henry Charles Turner deposed that about 12.30 a.m. on January 6 he was walking along Fifth 

street. He saw smoke issuing from all over Monaghan's house. From the front garden he saw 

a blaze through the window. Going around the house, he knocked and called out, but got no 

reply. He saw fire in the side room, and noticed smoke at the back. Mr. Monaghan opened the 

front door, and witness noticed that all the passage was alight. Mr. Monaghan left the front 

door open and walked to the front gate, and the door slammed. Monaghan told Witness that 

his son had gone for the brigade.  

Charles William Brook, carpenter, said he lived next door to Mr. Monaghan. The latter awoke 

him calling out that his house was on fire; probably the lamp had been upset from the table by 

the dog. Monaghan's wife and children were away. Witness pushed the front door open and 

saw tongues of flames at the back.  

Station Officer E. W. Cook, of the fire brigade, said the premises were well alight when the 

brigade arrived. He inspected the place in the morning, and found a kerosine tin about a 

quarter full in the passage. It had apparently been used for filling lamps; there was a pump 

still in it. He could not say he found anything suspicious. Constable Olsen said he inspected 

the place. On a half-burnt chair in the living room were pieces of linen partially burnt, also 

pieces of a broken lamp. Monaghan told him he had returned about 9 p.m.; that the first thing 

he knew of the fire was his son's calling to him that the place was burning, and that he had 

sent his son for the brigade in the latter's car.  

Luke Monaghan, owner and occupier of the house, gave evidence. He could not say how the 

fire occurred. He gave evidence concerning the contents and insurances. The Coroner found 

that there was not sufficient evidence to prove how the fire originated. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 7 March 1928, page 3 

PIRIE TOWN COUNCIL. 

GENERAL MATTERS. 

Various Requests Considered. 

The fortnightly meeting of the Pirie Town Council was held on Monday night. 

MOTOR AMBULANCE. 

It was resolved that the offer of the Fire Brigades Board to house the proposed new motor 

ambulance at £130 per annum on the conditions mentioned in the agreement be accepted, 
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and the Town Clerk be instructed to obtain up-to-date quotes from Dodge, Chrysler, and 

Essex chassis with bodies same as Port Augusta ambulance with a view to making a public 

appeal for the necessary financial assistance. 

Regarding the £5 reward for damaging drill hall property, the matter was considered, and 

deferred until after the trial of the boys. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 15 March 1928, page 4 

AMBULANCE NEEDED. 

PUBLIC MEETING HELD. 

Proposal for Purchase. 

Port Pirie needs a motor ambulance. 

All those present, and unfortunately the attendance was not large, at a public meeting 

convened by the Town Council last night to deal with the question of assisting in the purchase 

of a motor ambulance for the town were unanimous that it was an urgent necessity. All Pirie 

people will agree on that point, despite the fact that there was not so large a gathering at the 

meeting as the occasion warranted. 

Although the Town Council has not yet ratified the expenditure of any fixed amount of money 

towards the purchase of an ambulance for Port Pirie, the meeting last night deemed it in order 

to appoint committees to arrange for fund-raising movements as well as requests for 

subscriptions, pending the recommendation to the Corporation by members of the Council 

present that night, that a certain sum be expended towards the object in view. Consequently, 

the decisions of the meeting will come into operation provided the Council is prepared to 

expend an amount—the sum of £200 has been suggested—with a view to purchasing an 

ambulance. 

The Mayor (Mr J. C. Fitzgerald) presided, in outlining the position relating to the proposed 

purchase of a motor ambulance the Mayor said that during 1926, the Council discussed the 

subject of the ambulance and approached the B.H.A.S. Ltd. For financial assistance in the 

matter. On December 20 of that year a letter was received from the company offering to 

contribute half the cost of a motor ambulance (such cost not to exceed £600), and in addition 

to pay £35 per year towards the upkeep, provided the company be not charged for calls from 

their works. Early in 1927 the Council approached the Fire Brigades Board and arranged an 

agreement regarding the housing of the ambulance at the Fire Station and the service of 

same by the firemen on the following terms:— 

(1) Corporation to build suitable garage on Fire Brigade premises properly equipped, 

approximate cost £150. 

(2) Corporation to pay £130 per annum and cost of all petrol, lubricants, painting, repairs, 

renovations, and general upkeep of ambulance and garage including phone and electric light 

for which the Fire Brigade will give prompt service, day and night. 

In June last year a new motor ambulance built for Port Augusta was shown in Port Pirie, and 

served as a suitable illustration of a vehicle that would meet the requirements of this town. 

The present proposal, said the Mayor, was as follows: New motor ambulance, cost £500; new 

garage for ambulance, £150, making a total of £650. The B.H.A.S., Ltd. on the basis of the 

proposed cost of £500 for the ambulance, would be prepared to contribute £250, as half 

payment, and it was proposed that the Council contribute £200 and the balance of £200 be 

raised by public subscription. The housing of the ambulance by the Fire Brigade would cost 

the Council £130 a year, and oil, petrol, light, phone, repairs etc, would cost £50, making a 

total of £180. A contribution of £35 a year would be made by the B.H.A.S. Co., and £25 would 

be received from users, making a total income of £60 from that source. The present 
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ambulance was housed and horsed and a driver supplied by the B.H.A.S. Ltd., and a charge 

of 5/ made for each call. The Government contributed £60 a year to the company towards the 

cost. 

During the discussion which followed, Ald. S. Cockburn asked whether, if the Council adopted 

the proposal as outlined, it would receive the amount already being received from the 

Government for the upkeep of the present ambulance. The Mayor said he thought so, unless 

the Government had another spasm of curtailment. The question was whether it was possible 

to arrange a scheme to raise £200 from the public as a contribution towards the cost of the 

ambulance. 

Cr. Middleton suggested that a sub-committee be appointed to arrange a popular car 

competition in aid of the ambulance. The opening of subscriptions through "The Recorder" 

could also be gone into. The matter of getting in touch with various firms in the town who may 

contribute certain amounts could also be dealt with. 

Ald Degenhardt moved that all those present form a general committee with a view to 

devising ways and means of raising the sum of £200 towards the purchase of the proposed 

motor ambulance. The motion was carried. 

Ald. Cockburn drew the meeting's attention to the fact that the Council had not decided as yet 

to expend any amount for the purchase of an ambulance. The question arose as to whether 

the Council would adopt the methods as outlined. Some members of the Council, he believed, 

were against spending money for the purchase of an ambulance this year, not because they 

did not recognise the need for an ambulance, but possibly because there was a possibility of 

Pirie suffering a lean year from an industrial aspect and also in view of the heavy increase in 

taxation and the payments of Corporation rates. He had stated some months ago that the 

Council would be up against it as far as finance was concerned before the end of the year in 

view of the industrial position and the ratepayers inability to pay their rates. 

"I quite realise the need for a motor ambulance in Port Pirie," said Ald. Cockburn. "We have 

had several serious accidents on the waterfront when such an ambulance has been most 

necessary. I am not opposing the purchase of an ambulance. I am in favor of one being 

purchased, but we should have the consent of the Council first as far as the expenditure of 

£200 is concerned, before doing anything definite in the matter." 

The Mayor said he understood that this committee would not act until the Council, at its next 

meeting, decided on the matter. He quite realised the fact that it would be a difficult matter for 

the Council to get its rates in this year, but he believed that the purchase of a new ambulance 

had been delayed long enough. He had come to that conclusion after hearing about various 

instances in which serious accidents had occurred when a motor ambulance was most 

necessary. However, he believed that £200 would be forthcoming from the public irrespective 

of the difficulty in the payment of rates. When the committee received the Council's approval, 

it could go on with the movement to raise £200 to-wards the purchase of the proposed 

ambulance. 

Dr. Yeatman said a new motor ambulance was most necessary in Port Pirie. He would like to 

convince the meeting of that fact. Ald. Cockburn said he did not want it thought that he was 

trying to put a damper on the proposal. He fully realised the need for an ambulance here, but 

the only reason why he brought the matter forward was because he did not remember any 

resolution that the Council was prepared to spend £200 towards the purchase of the 

ambulance. 

It was decided that Messrs Laver, Fieneler and Middleton be a sub-committee with power to 

add to make arrangements for a car competition. Cr. Middleton said as soon as the Council 

ratified the proposal, there need be no delay in procuring an ambulance almost immediately. 

Mr. Fineler said a street carnival should prove a popular method of helping to raise the £200 

required by the public as outlined. It was decided Ald. Cockburn and Crs. Bottrall and Francis 
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be a committee with power to add to arrange for a street carnival. It was also decided on the 

motion of Ald. Cockburn that the Mayor and Ald. Degenhardt be a committee to approach the 

various shipping firms and stevedoring companies for subscriptions in aid of the ambulance. 

The proposals as put forward at the meeting will be submitted to the Council on Monday 

night. 

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), Saturday 24 March 1928, page 16 

PORT PIRIE. 

March 14. 

A public meeting, convened and presided over by the mayor (Mr. J. C. Fitzgerald, M.P.), was 

held in the Institute Hall to-night to discuss the inauguration of a fund to purchase a motor 

ambulance for the town. It was stated that, as the result of negotiations last year, the B.H.A.S. 

Pty., had offered to find half the purchase money, provided it was not levied for use of the 

ambulance for calls to the works. The company also offered to pay £35 a year towards its 

upkeep. It had been proposed, said the mayor, that the town council should forward £200 

towards the ambulance and its housing. Arrangements had been made for housing the motor 

vehicle on the fire brigade property, on which a garage would have to be built at a cost of 

£150. The housing and driving by the brigade would cost £130 a year, and petrol, oils, &c, 

another £50. The estimated cost of the motor would be £500, and the garage £150. Of this 

sum the B.H.A.S. had offered £250, and the council £200. This left £200 to be raised by 

public subscription. It was decided to initiate a fund and sub-committees were formed to 

arrange for canvassing, carnivals, and various fund-raising competitions. 

News (Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1954), Friday 27 April 1928, page 1 

PORT PIRIE FIRE 

Wood-and-iron House Destroyed 

PORT PIRIE, Today. A fire destroyed a four-roomed wood-and-iron house, in Warnertown 

road shortly before 2 o'clock this morning. When the fire brigade arrived the building was 

almost gutted. The house was owned and occupied by Mr. John Green, who was in bed when 

he was awakened by the crackling of burning wood. The family hurriedly left the house and 

had to wait outside in the pouring rain until the brigade arrived. The house was insured for 

£100 and the contents for £150. 

Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954), Saturday 16 June 1928, page 5 

PORT PIRIE FIRE 

Grocery Store Damaged 

PORT PIRIE, Today. 

A fire partially destroyed the rear portion of the grocery store occupied by Mr. A. E. Andona, a 

Greek, in Florence street early this morning. The brigade received the call at 3.5 o'clock, and 

the rear store room, containing quantities of groceries, sweets, and fruit, was well alight when 

the firemen arrived. The blaze was soon extinguished, the damage being estimated at £50. 

The building was insured with the Royal Insurance Company. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 18 June 1928, page 2 

EARLY MORNING BLAZE. 

Greek Store Damaged. 

The rear portion of a grocery and confectionery shop in Florence street, occupied by Mr. A. E. 

Androna, a Greek, was destroyed by fire early on Saturday morning. 
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The Port Pirie Fire Brigade received a telephone call from Mr. T. Bowden's home, which is 

next to the store, shortly after 3 o'clock, and the back part of the shop was well alight when 

the firemen arrived. The blaze was soon extinguished, despite a fairly strong breeze. 

It is stated that the damaged portion of the little store contained quantities of groceries and 

confectionery. The heat broke a window pane in the front of the premises, otherwise the main 

shop and contents were not seriously damaged. 

The origin of the outbreak is unknown. The damage is estimated at about £50. The building 

was insured with the Royal Insurance Company. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 21 June 1928, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL. 

False Alarm. 

The Port Pirie Fire Brigade received a call from Hancock's corner fire alarm at about 11 

o'clock on Tuesday morning. The brigade turned out promptly, but on arrival it was discovered 

that the firemen were the victims of a false alarm. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 26 June 1928, page 1 

NEW AMBULANCE. 

NOW IN PIRIE. 

A Ceremony Arranged. 

A new motor ambulance for Port Pirie arrived on Sunday night, and is being prepared for 

housing at the new garage at the Fire Brigade Station. 

At a meeting of the Town Council last night, the Town Clerk reported the arrival of the vehicle. 

He said the ambulance was in the hands of the agents at their garage yesterday. The new 

garage for the vehicle had been completed, although the floor was not quite set for the 

ambulance to go on it. It would no doubt be ready by today. 

It was decided that the Town Clerk be authorised to make all the necessary arrangements to 

bring the ambulance into service as soon as possible. 

It was also decided after discussion that a ceremony be held at the Memorial Oval at 2.30 

o'clock on Saturday afternoon, and that the Mayoress (Mrs J. C. Fitzgerald) be asked to 

receive the ambulance on behalf of the citizens, and that representatives of the B.H.A.S. Co., 

the medical profession, Fire Brigade, and other public bodies be invited to attend the 

ceremony. 

A motion submitted by Cr Coffey that the ceremony be held on Wednesday in front of the 

Town Hall at noon was defeated. 

On the motion of Cr Coffey it was resolved, that the Town Clerk be authorised to draw up a 

cheque for cash payment for the new ambulance. 

The price of the ambulance is £548, less 10 per cent discount for cash. A few extra charges 

of a minor nature bring the total cost to £499/16/6. The B.H.A.S. Co., as is known, has offered 

and agreed to pay half of the cost of the ambulance, the price not to exceed £600. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 26 June 1928, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL. 

No Fire. 
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The Pirie Fire Brigade received a call to Solomontown at about 9.50 o'clock yesterday 

morning. The alarm was accidentally false, however. A telegraph linesman had inadvertently 

touched the line connected with the brigade alarm. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Tuesday 14 August 1928, page 11 

FIRE IN OIL STORE 

Prompt Work Averts Disaster. 

PORT PIRIE. Monday. 

What might have been one of the most serious fires ever witnessed in Port Pirie was averted 

by prompt action to-day on premises situated in one of the most congested business blocks of 

the town. The cause of the fire was the opening if a metal benzine cigarette lighter, with 

automatic ignition, in an oil store. The fire brigade received a call at 1.30 this afternoon to the 

premises of Messrs. Goode Brothers, general storekeepers, in Ellen street. On arrival it was 

found that the fire, which had begun in the firm's oil stores, had been practically got under 

control.  

A young man employed by Messrs. Goode Brothers had been bottling methylated spirit in the 

oil stores, where supplies of benzine, kerosine, turpentine, paint, motor oils, and methylated 

spirit were kept. The man then filled a cigarette lighter from a tin of benzine which was close 

by, and, with the idea of seeing how it acted, pulled it apart to try the ignition. The spirit when 

he turned the receptacle up, was ignited, and the flames ran over his hands. The benzine 

flowed on to the floor, and some of the fixtures caught alight, but fortunately an open tin of 

benzine was not ignited. When getting out to summon assistance the lad broke none of the 

Methylated spirit bottles he had to step over. Numerous employes rushed to the scene at his 

call, and procured buckets of water, which were replenished from a full trough outside the 

building. As the adjacent benzine was not fired, it was possible to subdue the flames. The 

damage was some charred and blackened fixtures, in addition to the scorched hands of the 

young fellow who had tried the experiment. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 11 September 1928, page 1 

FIRE AT ELLENDALE. 

THREE ROOMS DAMAGED. 

An outbreak of fire occurred yesterday afternoon at the residence of Mr. N. Bonham, Agnes-

street, Ellendale, as a result of which three rooms detached from the dwelling, together with 

their contents, were badly damaged. 

One of the rooms was used as a workshop by Mr. Bonham, the second as a washhouse, and 

the third as a lumber room. The brigade received a call at 3.30, and though the flames had a 

good hold by the time they arrived they soon had them under control. 

It is understood that the fire was caused through one of Mr. Bonham's little sons becoming 

possessed of a box of matches, and innocently setting fire to a pile of rubbish. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 9 October 1928, page 1 

FIRE AT ELLENDALE. 

Two Rooms Damaged. 

At 11.5 a.m. yesterday the Fire Brigade received a call from Ellendale. On arrival at 15 Lily 

street they found the two rear rooms of a five-roomed house, owned by Mrs. A. Walters, well 

alight. With a good flow of water the firemen soon controlled the blaze, but not before the two 

rooms, a dining room and kitchen, had been badly damaged, together with their contents. 
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The contents of the front rooms had been removed to a place of safety. The damage done 

was not great. The house was insured for £100 and the contents for £20 with the Colonial 

Mutual Company. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 15 October 1928, page 2 

Fire at Solomontown. 

HOUSE SLIGHTLY DAMAGED. 

Shortly before midnight on Saturday night the Pirie Fire Brigade received a call to 57, King 

street, Solomontown where a fire had broken out. The house was of wood and iron, owned by 

Mr J. J. Robinson, and occupied by Mr Oliver J. Worrall. 

The prompt arrival of the brigade prevented the flames from obtaining a strong hold, and the 

damage which was small, and was confined to the two rear rooms. It is thought that the 

outbreak occurred in the kitchen. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Monday 15 October 1928, page 11 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

PORT PIRIE. October 14.— About 11.20 last night the fire brigade received a call to Illman 

street, Solomontown, where they found that the rear of a four-roomed wood and iron house, 

owned by Mr. J. J. Robinson, and occupied by Mr. Oliver J. Worrall, was on fire. An 

unsuccessful attempt had been made by the inmates to extinguish the flames, which 

however, the brigade soon had under control. Some linen, a linen press, and furniture, and 

the matchboard lining of the kitchen wall were burnt, but the damage was not extensive. The 

fire, it is believed, was caused through the power for an electric iron being accidentally turned 

on. 

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Wednesday 7 November 1928, page 11 

FIRE AT PIRIE. 

House and Workshop Gutted. 

PORT PIRIE, Tuesday. 

The fire brigade this afternoon received a call to a house in Seventh street, Port Pirie West, 

owned and occupied by Mr. F. Harvey, who is employed at the smelters. A prompt response 

on the part of the firemen, under the direction of Mr. Cook, officer in charge of the station, 

saved the adjoining houses. A five-roomed wood-and-iron structure and workshop were 

gutted, but the flames were prevented from reaching a dwelling only 6 or 8 ft. away. While 

there was a high wind, the water pressure was effective. The premises were insured in the 

Royal Insurance Company for £350, and the contents in the Victoria Insurance Company for 

£150. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 10 December 1928, page 2 

PIRIE WEST BLAZE. 

HOUSE DESTROYED. 

Brigade Responds Smartly. 

A five-roomed wood and iron house, 34, Fourth street, Port Pirie West was totally destroyed 

by fire shortly after 10 o'clock on Saturday night. The house which was owned and occupied 

by Mrs Hilda Victoria Knee, a widow, was insured for £125, and the contents for £75 with the 

Royal Insurance Co. 
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Mrs Knee was at a picture theatre when the fire was first detected, and the origin of the 

outbreak is unknown. 

Shortly before 10 o'clock, Mrs. Mahoney, who lives close by noticed smoke issuing from the 

house and she immediately informed her husband who promptly communicated with the Fire 

Brigade, from Williams' butcher shop. The brigade received the call at 9.50 o'clock and 

arrived on the scene a few minutes later. A strong north wind was blowing at the time and the 

house was well alight when the firemen arrived. Although the brigade set to work with 

commendable efficiency, the fire had gained too strong a hold on the wood and iron building 

to affect a save. 

Willing neighbors made a great effort to save some of the contents of the burning house, and 

a little furniture was recovered and placed in the street out of harm's way. Within a 

comparatively short time, however, the house was totally destroyed despite the efforts of the 

brigade. 

Occupied by Mr T. V. Fitzgerald and his family, the house next door on the southern side was 

in danger of suffering a similar fate, but fortunately the dwelling was of brick, and the fire 

brigade was responsible for a good save, the house being only slightly damaged by fire. Mr 

and Mrs Fitzgerald were home asleep when neighbors awakened them and assisted them in 

removing most of their furniture to safety. 

The matter is in the hands of Constable Olsson. It is obvious that the fire gained a strong hold 

on the interior of the house before the outbreak was noticed, and all the doors and windows 

are said to have been closed before Mrs Knee left her home to go to the pictures. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 14 December 1928, page 1 

FIRE ON TERRACE. 

A ROOM DAMAGED. 

At 9.5 last night the Fire Brigade received a call by telephone, directing them to an outbreak 

of fire at the premises of Messrs W. H. and W. Sullivan, The Terrace. 

The firemen were quickly on the spot, and were fortunate in getting to work before the flames 

obtained a good hold of the house, which is of wood and iron, and contains six rooms. The 

damage was confined to one of the front rooms which, with its contents, was considerably 

damaged by the flames and smoke. A few minutes sufficed to extinguish the outbreak, the 

cause of which is at present unknown. The house is insured with the Royal Exchange 

Company for £400, and its contents with Colonial Mutual for £250. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 29 December 1928, page 2 

The Recorder. (Published Daily). 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29, 1928. 

THE AMBULANCE. 

When the motor ambulance was acquired by the Town Council a most favorable agreement, 

so far as the ratepayers were concerned, was made with the Fire Brigade Board for the 

housing, care and manning of that vehicle. 

So far as the brigade is concerned the services rendered have been eminently satisfactory. 

The promptitude with which calls have been answered has been a marked feature; and the 

extent to which the ambulance is availed of for private calls, provides further evidence of the 

efficiency of the organisation at the Fire Station. 

On the occasion of the recent tragedy at the embankment at Solomontown Beach, statements 

were made that the ambulance was not provided with those accessories usually to be found 
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in an ambulance. It was also remarked that handkerchiefs had to be torn up to provide 

bandages. 

When an urgent call was received on Tuesday evening in connection with the motor accident 

on the Broughton road, the ambulance was quickly on the scene. Three of the men were 

urgently in need of first aid attention. As in the instance mentioned above, this necessary 

essential was not available, although the two attendants on the ambulance were qualified to 

render first aid. 

To ascertain the position a representative of "The Recorder" waited on Station Officer Cook 

yesterday. On being asked whether the statements mentioned above were in accordance with 

fact, Mr. Cook said that unfortunately they were too true. An inspection of the ambulance 

revealed that there were two cases to hold the necessary first aid appliances, but they were 

both empty. 

When asked the reason for this unsatisfactory state of affairs, Mr. Cook said that repeated 

application, both verbal and written, had been made to the Town Council without result. It 

seems incomprehensible that such a condition could exist in connection with the ambulance, 

where the rendering of first aid might save a person's life. 

Undoubtedly the town is fortunate in having available the services of men competent to 

render first aid, especially as the agreement with the Fire Board only provides for the service 

of an ambulance driver. At the present time the attendants do what ever laundry work is 

required in connection with the ambulance, which is also outside the agreement. 

In view of this fact it is not unreasonable to expect that any requisitions which are made by 

the officer in charge should at least receive courteous attention. These are made simply with 

a view to making the work of the ambulance more efficient, and now that the attention of the 

Mayor and the members of the Town Council has again been drawn to the defect, no doubt it 

will be promptly remedied. 

1929 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Monday 14 January 1929, page 17 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE. 

POOR WATER PRESSURE. 

Port Pirie, January 13. 

A four-roomed wood and iron dwelling was totally destroyed by fire last night at Cripinville, 

Port Pirie West. The Pirie fire brigade received a call at about 10 o'clock, and turned out 

under Station-Officer Cook. Upon arrival the building was well alight, and despite the fact that 

two hoses were run out, the house and contents were totally destroyed. The building was 

insured with the Alliance Assurance Company for £250, and the contents with the same 

company for £60. Mr. F. Cockburn owns and lived in the destroyed house. Mrs. Cockburn had 

placed her child down and went to the yard to take same clothes from the line. She heard the 

child scream, and rushed in to find the place alight. Seizing the child, she rushed out to inform 

her husband, who endeavored to get water from a tap, but the pressure was too low. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 14 February 1929, page 2 

STAFF OF HANDYMEN. 

Pirie's Fire Brigade. 

EFFICIENT ORGANISATION. 

In navy blue uniform, with the tiny red stripe, and looking contented with his lot. This is the 

Pirie fireman. Possibly those who see half a dozen seated outside the Gertrute street building 
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each afternoon do not pause and consider his daily lot, which, between serious calls is one of 

busy yet humdrum routine. 

Consisting of eight firemen and the officer in charge, Mr. E. Cook, the staff of the Pirie fire 

brigade lead, a busy existence. The men rise at 6.45 o'clock every morning and muster at 7 

o'clock when they are detailed off for the many varied duties around the station. Drill takes 

place between 7 and 8 o'clock. 

After breakfast, the men busy themselves with tidying up their quarters and muster again at 9 

o'clock. The firemen are their own housekeepers and cooks, and take it turn and turn about to 

prepare the meals. From 9 o'clock onwards then work consists of testing fire alarms, 

inspecting street fireplugs, polishing and repairing equipment, testing the station bells and 

motors, general cleaning and repair work throughout the station and numerous odd jobs. 

Each fireman is a handyman, and a jack-of-all-trades so far as the general maintenance of 

the station buildings is concerned. He is called upon to lend a hand with all sorts of repair 

work from amateur carpentry and plastering to erecting cupboards, sheds and dustbins. He 

also possesses a smattering of mechanics and occasionally electrical engineering. No outside 

labor is necessary when any repairs or alterations are required on the station premises. The 

whole of the work is performed by the staff. 

The men finish their routine work at 1 o'clock and spend the remainder of the day at their 

leisure, although, unless granted leave, they are not allowed to leave the premises. The 

station possesses a billiard room where the men spend many of their idle hours. Each fireman 

enjoys one days' leave in four, but his services can always be called upon in an emergency 

providing his whereabouts can be located. Although they cease work at 1 o'clock the men still 

remain on duty. 

All the firemen live at the station or immediately adjacent to it. A full kit of uniform is provided 

every year. Five members of the staff are motor drivers. 

The station with its stopless equipment and sparkling brasswork is a model of cleanliness and 

efficiency. The whole building radiates an atmosphere of orderliness and instant readiness for 

action. 

With the exception of Gawler, Port Pirie possesses the only permanent fire brigade outside of 

Adelaide in the State. At the other centres the firefighters are volunteers or auxiliary firemen. 

The firemen whose duty it is to attend all public entertainments, are not attached to the 

permanent staff. There are four of them in Pirie. 

The local firefighting equipment consists of a Dennis three stage turbine motor pump, a reel, a 

motor lorry and an old type steam fire engine, which is used as a standby. The station carries 

about 5,000 feet of hose. Contrary to general belief the tower at the rear of the station was not 

erected for a lookout, but is used for the drying of the valuable hoses. 

Drill, which takes place four times a week, consists of running the engines out of the station, a 

brief spin around the streets and a test with the hoses on the return to the station. Each trial is 

followed by about three hours of cleaning up, the chief work being the drying of the hoses. 

It takes the staff about half a minute to get away from the station when a call is received. 

During the past twelve months between 40 to 50 calls were answered, including about five 

malicious. 

Upon their return to the station after attending a fire, the men, regardless of what hour in the 

day or night it is, must get the engines and equipment in full readiness for another possible 

call. 

There are 18 fire alarms in Pirie, and they are located as follow:— 
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Crispinville (Broadway Road);  

West (near the school);  

Smerdonville (western end of Goode Road);  

Hancock's corner (in front of Pirie West Post Office);  

Hospital (in front);  

Island (northern end of the Terrace);  

Ellendale;  

Mill (near Mallyon's stables Ellen street);  

Alexander street (corner of Florence street);  

Bank (corner of Norman and Ellen streets);  

Railway (opposite Geddes timber mill);  

Solomontown (corner of Park street and Solomontown Main Road);  

Three Chain Road (Forgan's corner); 

Prince street (corner of Three Chain Road);  

Pirie South (southern end of Three Chain Road);  

and in front of Pelham's butcher shop,  

and the Alhambra Theatre. 

When a call is sent through from the street alarms, the dropping of shutter at the station rings 

all the emergency bells in the building and switches on the electric light. 

The fire brigade staff is also responsible for the care of the Ambulance and provides the 

drivers. Ready at any minute to rush to the rescue of property. That is the object of the 

fireman, and the Pirie brigades oft-proven ability to do so bears witness to its efficiency. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 14 May 1929, page 1 

FIREMEN READY. 

TEST CALL IN PIRIE. 

Fire Brigades Board Here. 

The Port Pirie Fire Brigade was put on its mettle yesterday afternoon when a call was 

received from the Milling Company fire alarm. Within 2 minutes 20 seconds both fire engines 

were on the scene of the call and 49 seconds later water was spouting at good pressure from 

the hose. 

There was no fire. It was a test call given by the members of the South Australian Fire 

Brigades Board who visited Pirie yesterday in the course of their half-yearly tour of inspection 

of the State. The party which comprised the full Board was as follows:—Messrs E. Frinsdorf 

(chairman), Chief-Officer J. E. Dickie, W. Coombs, R. P. Hogg, J. A. Cain, A. Lewis, members 

of the Board, and R. Beeton (secretary). 

The majority of the visitors were passengers by the Paringa. The party will proceed to Port 

Augusta in continuation of the tour and then will then to return to Adelaide. The Brigade 

turned out under Station-Officer Cook. "Very satisfactory," is how Mr. Frinsdorf described the 

result of the test call. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 16 May 1929, page 1 

A Fire Call. 

At about 9.45 o'clock last night the Pirie Fire Brigade received a call to Florence street. 

Answering promptly, with one motor reel the firemen found a chimney of a house occupied by 

Mrs. Mabel Cowen, 53, Florence street, was alight. A patent extinguisher was all required to 

subdue the outbreak. No damage was done. 

Register News-Pictorial (Adelaide, SA : 1929 - 1931), Thursday 16 May 1929, page 31 
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Fire Damages Plant At Port Pirie Smelters 

PORT PIRIE, Wednesday.— The fire brigade received a call from the smelters this morning 

to a fire in the new department of refinery, where important experiments which promise to 

simplify refining processes are being made. It did not take long to extinguish the fire. Beyond 

some charring the building did not suffer much, but the damage to the furnaces and 

equipment will retard the experimental work. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Monday 3 June 1929, page 11 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE 

Port Pirie, June 2. 

At 1 o'clock on Sunday morning a smallgoods shop and tearooms occupied by Mrs. Ellen 

Sheridan, in Ellen-street. caught fire. A strong wind was blowing at the time, and the fire had a 

good hold when the brigade arrived. With some difficulty the firemen got the flames under 

control, and the rear rooms were the only ones to suffer heavily. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 3 June 1929, page 2 

EARLY MORNING BLAZE. 

FIRE IN ELLEN STREET. 

Smallgoods Shop Damaged. 

Fanned by a strong northerly wind a fire broke out at Mrs. E. Sheridan's shop and dining-

rooms, 160 Ellen street, shortly after 1 o'clock yesterday morning. The premises was well 

alight when the Pirie Fire Brigade under station Officer Cook promptly arrived on the scene in 

response to a call from Ellen street at [*] o'clock. Within about 15 minutes the firemen, who 

turned out with two engines, had the fire under control. 

Two rooms, the kitchen and the diningroom were badly damaged, but the front shop was not 

affected. The adjoining buildings in the block suffered slightly as the result of smoke damage, 

but fortunately, despite the north wind, the fire did not extent to these premises. 

Grey's tobacconist shop next door, an adjoining bootmaker's shop and Carlson's upholstering 

shop all suffered slightly from the effects of the smoke. 

The brigade with commendable initiative, took every precaution to prevent the fire from 

spreading through the block. An estimate of the damage done to Mrs Sheridan's premises is 

not yet available. 

The stock and contents of the shop were insured with the Royal Exchange Insurance Co. for 

£200. The building and Mr. Grey's shop are owned by Mr. S. Horner, of Beachwood. The 

stock and effects at Mr Grey's shop are insured with Phoenix Insurance Co. for £405, and the 

bootmaker's stock adjoining including fixtures and machinery, etc., are insured with the Royal 

Exchange Insurance Co for £200. The block of buildings are insured with the Queensland 

Insurance Co. but the amount is not known. The two adjoining buildings, the upholstery and 

bootmaker's shop are owned by Mrs Olive Patterson of Black Forest. The origin of the 

outbreak is unknown. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 17 June 1929, page 2 

FIRE AT SOLOMONTOWN. 

At 7.40 o'clock yesterday morning, the Pirie Fire Brigade received a call to the residence of 

Mr. J. P. Hayball, King street, Solomontown. A wood and iron shed was destroyed by fire and 

a motor garage and a Morris Oxford motor car, the property of Mr. R. S. Hayball, was 

severely damaged. The car was insured with the Australian Federal Life and General 

Insurance Company for £100. The cause of the fire is unknown. 
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News (Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1954), Tuesday 25 June 1929, page 1 

£10,000 DAMAGE BY FIRE 

Disastrous Blaze at Port Pirie 

HEAVY LOSS OF FURNISHING COMPANY 

PORT PIRIE, Today. 

Damage estimated at £10,000 was done by a fire which occurred in the showrooms of the 

Port Pirie Furnishing Company, Solomontown road, early this morning. Despite the efforts of 

the fire brigade the blaze spread rapidly through the whole of the showrooms containing 

furniture of all descriptions. The large stock was destroyed. 

Mr. E. T. Cornish, a railway employe, saw smoke issuing from the rear of the showrooms 

about 5.30 o'clock, and he immediately gave the alarm. The brigade arrived three minutes 

later with two engines. By this time the fire had gained a strong hold, and, fanned by a stiff 

north wind, it raged through the block in quick time. A furniture factory at the rear of the 

storerooms was not damaged. It is understood that the contents of the destroyed showrooms 

were insured for much less than their value. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 26 June 1929, page 1 

SERIOUS FIRE AT SOLOMONTOWN. 

FURNITURE SHOWROOMS TOTALLY DESTROYED 

DAMAGE ESTIMATED AT £10,000. 

HUGE STOCKS BURN LIKE MATCHWOOD. 

Damage estimated to be in the neighborhood of £10,000 was caused by one of the most 

serious fires in Port Pirie for many years, yesterday morning, when the large showrooms of 

the Port Pirie Furnishing Company, at Solomontown Road, containing large stocks of 

household furniture of all descriptions, were totally destroyed. 

he outbreak was first detected shortly before 5.30 o'clock in the morning, but although the 

Port Pirie Fire Brigade arrived within three minutes of the call, the building was blazing too 

fiercely for the firemen to affect a save. The building was owned by W. J. Pimlott Ltd., and 

was insured for £2,000. 

The contents of the showrooms, which comprise five separate compartments facing the 

Solomontown Road, were insured with the Liverpool, London and Globe Insurance Company 

for £5222. A separate policy on pianos alone represented an insurance with the Palatine 

Company for £1340. 

Smoke issuing from the rear of the showroom buildings between the large factory, at the 

extreme western end of the premises and the centre of the main shops, caught the attention 

of Mr. E. T. Cornish, who was at work at the railway sheds some distance away, at about 5.30 

o'clock. Mr. Cornish immediately telephoned the Fire Brigade Station. Whether or not he was 

the first to give the alarm is not definitely known, but, it a noteworthy fact that within three 

minutes of the call the brigade with two machines in charge of Foreman Hocking, had arrived 

on the scene. 

FIERCE BLAZE. 

By this time, however, the fire had gained a strong hold on the building and flames were 

leaping high in the air with a strong northerly wind blowing right across the premises in the 

direction of the Railway Hotel which is separated from the showrooms by two small shops 

occupied by Mr. Mezzini, ship chandler and Mr. Ah Gap, a Chinese fruit vendor. 
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It was apparent that the fire had originated from the rear of the showrooms at the northern 

side and at just about this point was a large stock of bedding materials. The Brigade set to 

work in the face of big odds, with flames lighting up the semi-darkened neighborhood, the fire 

roared through the block while the firemen, assisted by the police, fought in vain to subdue it. 

Within a comparatively short time the building and its entire contents were doomed, and good 

work by the Brigade prevented the conflagration from spreading to the adjoining shops and 

the Railway Hotel. 

The terrific crashing of broken plate glass could be heard a considerable distance away. With 

the large windows down, the added draught fanned the flames into a blazing furnace, and the 

huge stock of furniture was soon a mass of red smoking debris. 

GOOD WORK BY BRIGADE. 

At the western end, the factory of W. J. Pimlott, Ltd., suffered slightly as the result of the 

intense heat and the heavy volume of smoke which issued from the burning showrooms. 

Pianolas, pianos, carpets, bedroom and diningroom suites, together with furnishings of all 

kinds were consumed like matchwood, and the whole premises, were soon completely gutted 

with the exception of the compartment at the extreme southern end which, although damaged 

considerably, was not entirely destroyed. The two adjoining shops suffered from smoke 

damage. 

A large crowd gathered to watch the blaze soon after the Brigade arrived. How the outbreak 

originated is at present a mystery, and it has been impossible up to the present to advance 

any theory as to the actual cause of the fire. It is stated that a resident in that locality passed 

the building at 3 a.m., but noticed nothing wrong then. Fortunately the Brigade prevented the 

blaze from spreading to the ad-joining premises which are of wood and iron structure. 

HEAVY LOSS. 

The showrooms, which were leased by Mr. F. V. Weideman, sole proprietor of the Port Pirie 

Furnishing Co., from W. J. Pimlott Ltd., were insured with the Law Union Rock Insurance Co. 

for £2,000, and the contents were insured with the Liverpool, London and Globe Insurance 

Co. for £5,222. The stock of Mr. Ah. Gap in one of the adjoining buildings was insured with 

the Liverpool, London and Globe Co. for £800. The other shop occupied by Mr. Mezzino was 

also insured. Mr. Mezzino's stock was not insured. The damage to these buildings was 

confined only to the effects of smoke and water. The factory building and contents of W. J. 

Pimlott, Ltd. were insured with the Law Union and Rock Insurance Co. for £9,680. This 

building escaped with slight damage. It is understood that the plate glass windows of the 

showrooms were also separately insured. 

Mr. Weideman, who is sole proprietor of the Port Pirie Furnishing Company, left Port Pirie for 

Adelaide early yesterday morning. On being notified of his misfortune, Mr. Weideman 

returned to Port Pirie later in the day. 

HEAP OF RUINS. 

The whole corner block presented a scene of blackened ruin after the fire had been 

extinguished. The showroom had contained very large stocks of valuable household furniture, 

and all that remained was a tumbled mass of twisted iron, and smouldering wood. The roof of 

the whole four compartments had caved in early, and the front portions of the building were 

destroyed before any hope could be entertained of saving them. 

It is estimated that the total damage will be in the vicinity of £10.000. The stock alone is said 

to have exceeded the value of the insurance. Constables Olsson and Rice have charge of 

inquiries, and a report will be submitted to the Coroner (Mr. D. C. Scott). 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 27 June 1929, page 2 
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SOLOMONTOWN FIRE 

REPORT FOR CORONER. 

Brigade and Police Work Well 

Although a report which is being prepared by the police in connection with the disastrous fire 

which occurred at the showrooms of the Port Pirie Furnishing Company, Solomontown Road, 

on Tuesday morning, has not yet been submitted to the Coroner, there is no doubt that an 

inquiry will be held at a comparatively early date. It is understood that the police report will be 

submitted to the Coroner today. 

The ruined buildings and its mass of blackened debris, which was once a huge stock of 

valuable furnishing goods, lay in complete disorder yesterday morning. No move has of 

course been made to clear the ruined premises. It is regarded as almost impossible to give an 

accurate estimate of the total damage at this stage, but it is understood that even more than 

£10,000 will represent the loss attached to the outbreak. 

Not for many years has such a serious fire occurred in Port Pirie, and despite the extensive 

damage involved in the complete destruction of the premises, the local Fire Brigade is to be 

commended for the fine work accomplished in preventing a further spread. The police co-

operated with the firemen in an efficient manner characteristic of the local force. One 

constable had his uniform ruined while assisting the brigade. 

It will be remembered that the last really serious outbreak in Port Pirie occurred only a 

comparatively short distance away from the Port Pirie Furnishing Company's Showrooms, on 

Solomontown Road. That was at the premises of Mr. Frank Price, snr., and a row of adjoining 

shops involving damage at several thousands of pounds. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 30 August 1929, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL 

No Fire. 

Owing to a line fault, the Port Pirie Fire Brigade turned out with both engines yesterday 

morning in response to a call to Ellendale. The alarm was accidently caused, it is presumed 

by a short circuit in the telephone connection. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 17 September 1929, page 2 

EARLY MORNING BLAZE. 

Fire in Norman Street. 

Due to the prompt action of Mr. Jack A. Bowley, railway employe, and the quick response of 

the Port Pirie Fire Brigade, a fire which broke out at the premises of Mr. Michael Speck & 

Son, greengrocer and confectioner, Norman street, was speedily extinguished before any 

serious damage resulted early yesterday morning. 

Mr. Bowley was walking along Ellen street shortly after 2 a.m., when he saw smoke issuing 

from the shop premises of Mr. Speck. Mr. Bowley immediately gave the alarm at 2.25, and 

the Fire Brigade were on the scene of the outbreak in a few minutes. 

Fortunately the fire had not taken a strong hold on the building, and the blaze was soon 

extinguished. It is understood that comparatively little damage was done, although the shop 

was considerably charred. The floor was slightly burned, and one of the counters was 

destroyed. The stock, which consisted mainly of fruit, vegetables, cool drinks, and 

confectionery was insured for £200, and the whole block including Mrs. Schultz's 

boardinghouse, which is owned by Sorina V. C. Chambers, was insured for £650. 
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Detective Nicholls and Plainclothes Constable Gully have the matter in hand. A report of the 

outbreak was submitted to the Coroner, who deemed an inquest unnecessary. 

Register News-Pictorial (Adelaide, SA : 1929 - 1931), Wednesday 18 September 1929, page 3 

PIRIE COAL CARGO ON FIRE 

Brigade Called To Reach Deep-seated Trouble 

PORT PIRIE, Tuesday.—Coal from England in No. 3 hatch of the steamer Torr-head, which 

came into the Co-operative Coal Association tonight, was on fire when the vessel berthed. 

Water was poured into the hold, but when the hatch covers were taken off at 7.15 p.m., just 

before the gantries started discharging, a large volume of smoke escaped from No. 3 hatch, 

but the top layers of coal showed no sign of fire. Soon after discharging began the fire brigade 

was summoned, and two lines of big-hose poured water into the hold. Steel trucks have been 

marshalled on the wharf to receive the burning coal when it is reached by the gantry grabs. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 18 September 1929, page 1 

SMOULDERING CARGO. 

ON STEAMER TORR HEAD. 

Fire Pumps at Work. 

Shortly after berthing at the Gantries Wharf last evening, the steamer Torr Head caused 

curious eyes to be turned on her for a dense volume of smoke was seen issuing from 

ventilators at No. 3 hold. The Pirie Fire Brigade was sent for, and with 1000 gallons of water a 

minute being pumped into the coal cargo danger was averted. 

The Torr Head, which arrived at the anchorage last Friday from Blyth (England) with 6772 

tons coal aboard, caused concern to the officers on that day by the fact that smoke was 

issuing in increasing volume from No. 3 hatch, which later was blown off, presumably by 

pressure of gas. 

Hoses were immediately laid into No. 3 hold, and the ship's pumps kept a continuous stream 

of water flowing. Tides were not favorable for the vessel to come up to port, and it was not 

until yesterday, when about 50 tons was lightened, that she was able to move up. 

When the Torr Head berthed at the Gantries at 7 p.m. smoke was noticed issuing from her 

ventilators. Operations were commenced by the grabs at 7.15, and when the hatches were 

removed there was no sign of fire, and bars driven down 10 feet gave no indication of heat. 

The smoke became more dense, and at 7.45 the Fire Brigade was summoned. The firemen, 

with three hoses, commenced pumping water into No. 3 hold, assisted by the ship's pumps. 

Before 10 o'clock the smoke had been practically replaced by steam. 

It is certain that the smouldering coal is limited to No. 3 hatch, but at 11 p.m. its area had not 

been reached. Steam was issuing from the ventilators, showing the effect of the water which 

under the 'tween decks, was soon brought up to a boiling point. 

The Gantries finished work at mid-night, but the Brigade continued to pour water in all night. 

The position is not regarded as not nearly so serious, for with the efficient flooding of the hold 

it is believed that the spreading of fire will be prevented, and with the further discharge of the 

top coal today the burning section, when it is reached, will be speedily coped with. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Thursday 19 September 1929, page 15 

FIRE ON STEAMER 

Serious Danger Over 
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WORKERS CLAIM SALVAGE RATE 

Port Pirie, September 18. 

The gantries ceased operations In connection with the discharging of the steamer Torr-head's 

cargo of English coal at midnight, but the fire brigade continued to pour water into the holds 

until two o'clock this morning. 

Two of the firemen were then left on duty with an engine which was used at intervals to assist 

in the work of flooding the hatches where the coal was burning. After midnight the gantry 

grabs were able to take away a lot of the coal from underneath 'tween decks, which was the 

most awkward part to deal with. Altogether about 1,000 tons of water was poured into the 

holds by the brigade and steamer hoses. There is still fire in No. 3 hatch, and in Nos. 2 and 4 

there is great heat, but ignition point has not been reached. Although the firemen have been 

standing by to-day, and the fire brigade engine is still on the wharf alongside the steamer, all 

danger of serious trouble is considered to be past. At the anchorage yesterday the gang of 

men engaged lightering the Torr-head discharged 60 tons into the lighters. This operation at 

this period of low tides, they contend, enabled the vessel to get up to the harbor, and they 

claimed that as the work was done under difficult and unpleasant conditions, owing to the 

smoke and gas, it entitled them to a salvage rate of 10/ an hour. A meeting of the reference 

board was called to consider this matter this afternoon, and was adjourned. 

 

Photograph of Torr Head, Ulster Steamship Company, 1937 

https://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/ 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 27 September 1929, page 1 

WITH SMOKING HOLDS. 

ANOTHER VESSEL HERE. 

Fire-Pump Again at Work. 

Following on the departure of the steamer Torr Head from Pirie yesterday, another vessel 

carrying coal and berthed at the gantries caused the Fire Brigade to be called, and three lines 

of hose, in addition to the ship's hose, were soon in use pouring water on to her smouldering 

cargo. This was the King Howell. 
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The King Howell, with 6,500 tons of British coal aboard, arrived here on Monday. There was a 

suspicion of smoke rising from her No. 2 hold, and this increased in intensity today. Unloading 

operations ceased at 5 p.m., and at 8.30 the volume of smoke had increased to such an 

extent that it became necessary to summon the Fire Brigade. Two engines were quickly in 

attendance, and the three lines were run out and pumping commenced. 

At one period flames rose in the 'tween decks, but in contrast to the case of the Torr Head, 

the outbreak point was accessible, and they were quickly subdued. By 11 o'clock all possible 

danger had been averted, but the Fire Brigade stood by. 

 

Above photo as ALEXANDROS is courtesy of Library of Contemporary History at Stuttgart. 

Was originally the King Howell. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Monday 4 November 1929, page 14 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE 

SHOP AND DWELLING DESTROYED 

Port Pirie, November 3. 

At 1.45 this morning the fire brigade received a call to the shop of Mr. O. Caputo, ship's 

chandler, in Ellen-street, next door to the Adelaide Steamship Company's office. They found 

the shop portion of the premises well alight, and that part and the contents were destroyed, a 

small section of the dwelling house being all that was saved. The building was of wood and 

iron, and one of the oldest in the town. It was owned by Mr. L. Ciannama, of Sydney, who had 

it insured in the Royal Company for £400, and the occupier's stock and furniture were 

covered by a £750 policy in the Victoria office. Among the ruins were remnants of the 

provisions for a picnic which some of the Italians were to hold to-day. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 4 November 1929, page 1 

FIRE IN ELLEN STREET. 

A STORE GUTTED. 

A fire, which occurred at about 1.45 yesterday morning, partially destroyed a shop and 

dwelling occupied by Mr O. Caputo, general storekeeper and ship's chandler, in Ellen street. 

The building, which was one of the oldest in the district, was situated between the Adelaide 

Steamship Company's office and the A.W.U. Hall. The Fire Brigade received a call at 1.45 

a.m., and on arrival at the scene found the building blazing furiously. The brigade had two 

engines out, in charge of Station Officer E. W. Cook and secured a strong pressure of water. 

The flames had obtained a strong hold, however, and it was impossible to make a save. The 
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heat drove the firemen back, but they fought the flames for half an hour and finally subdued 

them, but not before severe damage had been done, the stock being practically all destroyed. 

The owner of the premises is Mr L. Ciannamea (Sydney). The building was insured for £400, 

and the contents, for £750. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 8 November 1929, page 1 

Thirty-seven Calls. 

BRIGADE HAS BUSY YEAR. 

During the past twelve months the Pirie Fire Brigade was called out on 37 occasions to deal 

with outbreaks ranging from blazing chimneys to burning buildings. The most serious was the 

fire which destroyed the Pirie Furnishing Company's showrooms. Two visits were made to the 

Smelters and two to deal with outbreaks on the colliers King Howel and Torr Head. 

Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931), Saturday 16 November 1929, page 9 

NEWS FROM COUNTRY CENTRES. 

PORT PIRIE.— During the past 12 months the Port Pirie Fire Brigade has been called out to 

deal with 137 fires of various kinds. The first power fire engine introduced here, 25 years ago, 

is still in commission. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 27 November 1929, page 3 

MAYORS REPORT. 

AMBULANCE. 

This very fine conveyance has proved, as many other purchases made by the Council during 

latter years, to have been very necessary and is giving every satisfaction. Housed at the Fire 

Station, under efficient control, and well cared for, up to date calls amounting to 459 have 

been attended, and on no occasion has there been any delay in attending to calls made. 

FIRE BRIGADE. 

This is still under the charge of Mr. E. W. Cook, whom together with his staff, a fine alert body 

of young men, with its up-to-date motor appliances, is equipped in order to deal effectively 

with the most serious outbreak, The station possesses a Reo Speed Wagon, capable to 

speeding up to 60 miles per hour. In addition to the above, there is a Dennis Patent of similar 

speed, capable of delivering 600 gallons per minute, also a steam engine used as a stand-by 

machine. My visit to the station was very interesting, and it can plainly be seen that great 

interest is taken in the up-keep of the station generally for which Mr. Cook and his staff can be 

highly commended. It is satisfactory to learn that out of the 43 calls (for 12 months) only 

seven were serious, and five false alarms. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 25 December 1929, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL. 

False Alarm. 

The Port Pirie Fire Brigade received a call to Port Pirie west shortly before 7 o'clock last 

evening. It was discovered that the firemen were the victims of a hoax, the alarm being false. 

Motor Car Burned. 

A motor car owned by Mr F. De Marco, of Amanda street, Solomon-town, was partly burned 

yesterday morning. The Fire Brigade arrived at Cheeseman's yard, Florence street, where the 

car was standing, at 1.15 a.m., and soon extinguished the blaze. The car was insured with the 

National Insurance Co. for £81. 
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1930 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 6 January 1930, page 1 

FIRE AT KINGSTON PARK. 

Golf Material Destroyed. 

A portion of the Port Pirie Golf Club house was damaged by fire yesterday afternoon. The 

outbreak, the origin of which is unknown, was soon extinguished by the Pirie Fire Brigade with 

the assistance of golfers, who were playing on the links at the time. 

It is understood that the workshop used by Mr A. Toogood, the club professional, was partly 

destroyed and a quantity of golf material and tools were also damaged. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 7 January 1930, page 3 

Fire! Fire! 

During the week-end J. G. Sweeney and G. E. Limb were partnered in a four-ball against Vin 

Mallyon and Whalesteeth. The match finished at the fifteenth hole, and the four played across 

to the clubhouse from the sixteenth tee. Vin Mallyon and Whalesteeth were ahead of the 

other pair and were near the clubhouse when the former noticed smoke issuing from the 

professional's shop, which adjoins the clubhouse. A few moments after the window of the 

shop cracked and fell, and flames could be seen. With a yell to the others the two ahead 

rushed to the clubhouse. Whalesteeth inside for water, while Mallyon broke in the door, which 

was locked. Limb rushed up—"Ring the fire brigade! Ring the fire brigade!" Sweeney stood on 

the verandah and watched. 

By this time Mallyon and Whalesteeth were rushing to and from the tap to the fire throwing 

water with some effect. Limb was rushing about the clubhouse waving the telephone book 

about—"What's the brigade's number? What's the number? Sweeney was standing on the 

verandah, watching. 

Whalesteeth told Limb to carry out the golf clubs, and anything valuable he could get his 

hands on, while he went to the phone, rang—"Fire Station, quickly, please!" The brigade was 

on its way. 

Carrying another tin of water Whalesteeth saw Limb struggling with a huge box of new golf 

bags, clubs, etc., and he helped him out with it. Sweeney was standing on the verandah, 

watching. 

"Why the——don't you do some-thing? Think you're an ornament?" yelled Whalesteeth to 

Sweeney. "Twenty-five, twenty-six—don't interrupt me—twenty-nine, thirty—" said Sweeney. 

The others were still going strong and luckily were preventing the fire from spreading. "Come 

on, Jack! Give us a hand? We can get the fire out if you'll carry water, too." "Forty-two- forty-

three—don't stop me—forty-five, forty-six—haven't got a watch—forty-nine, fifty—I'm timing 

the brigade—fifty-three, fifty-four—" He was still standing on the verandah when the brigade 

arrived! 

The firemen, under Captain Cook, put "chemics" on the fire and soon had it out. Not so long 

after Arne Borg Olsson arrived, representing the police: "Did you time him too?" asked 

Whalesteeth of J.G.S. Sweeney explained it all to the firemen when they arrived; he explained 

it all to Olsson when he arrived; he also held the floor when a few spectators arrived by cars, 

push bikes, motor-cycles and feet. He held the floor, or I should say, the asphalt verandah, 

while Limb, Vin Mallyon and Whalesteeth, with black-streaked faces and eyes running tears 

from the smoke, sat on a box and cooled off. 

Not so long after it was all over, on instructions from the secretary, Edgar D. Hughes, four 

bottles of Walkerville and two of soft tack walked into the clubhouse. The three grimy workers 
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helped themselves ; they also poured out Sweeney's portion and waited on him on the front 

verandah. Very graciously he accepted his quota as it went out to him each time—on the 

verandah. 

The clubhouse is insured, and Toogood's stock and tools are insured. Dozens of new balls, 

although not touched by the fire, were rendered useless by the heat, and several new clubs 

were burnt. The four players mentioned were the only members on the links, and it is 

extremely fortunate that their match finished at the fifteenth hole, for, if they had played the 

other three holes nothing could have saved the clubhouse. The flames reached from a box on 

the floor to a workbench and up to the ceiling, and were burning fiercely when first seen. 

The four were asked to give their version by Constable Olsson and were there to a late hour. 

It was when Whalesteeth started singing ; "If Captain Cook had never landed here" that they 

decided that it was time to go home! 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 8 January 1930, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL. 

Fire in Pirie West. 

At about 9.25 a.m. yesterday a fire demolished a garage and laundry at the rear of Mr R. T. 

Lawry's premises in Senate Road, and a washhouse and woodshed in the adjoining yard of 

Mrs G. Magney's. The Fire Brigade received a call at 9.22 a.m., and were quickly on the spot.  

A few minutes later another call was received from Seventh street, where a chimney of a 

house was alight. The latter fire was quickly put but by the brigade. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 20 February 1930, page 1 

PIRIE FIRE BRIGADE. 

Forty-Six Calls During 1929. 

During last year the Pirie Fire Brigade was called out on 46 occasions. It had to deal with nine 

serious outbreaks including the burning cargo (coal) on the steamers Tour Head and King 

Howell, the Pirie Furnishing Company's showrooms, two fires at the Smelters and a shop and 

dwelling house in Ellen street. Fifteen fires occurred in which slight damage was caused. 

There were nine malicious false alarms. Four calls were the result of line faults. On five 

occasions the brigade was called upon to extinguish chimneys; and four motor cars were 

burned. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 25 March 1930, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL. 

A Car Destroyed. 

While enjoying a day's outing yesterday on the property of Mr. W. Wood, near the Lower 

Broughton, Station Officer E. W. Cook, head of the Port Pirie Fire Brigade, had the misfortune 

to lose by fire his Ford car. Mr. Cook parked his car under some trees, and with Mrs. Cook 

went for a stroll. While returning early in the afternoon, he saw in the distance signs of fire 

coming from his car, and rushing up he found that the vehicle was well ablaze. He had to 

stand and watch it transformed into a charred wreck, only one wheel remaining intact. The car 

was insured. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 7 April 1930, page 2 

FIRE IN PIRIE WEST. 

House Badly Damaged. 
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WIDOW OWNER ABSENT. 

At about 12.20 on Sunday morning the Pirie Fire Brigade received a call to No. 3 Mansom 

street. Responding promptly, the firemen found on arrival a four-roomed wood and iron 

house, owned by Mrs. J. Mahoney, a widow, to be well alight. A good flow of water enabled 

the brigade to subdue the flames in a few minutes. 

An inspection of the house revealed that one front room and one rear had been badly 

damaged, on the interior, together with the furniture contained. The other two rooms and the 

back enclosed verandah were slightly damaged by smoke, water, and scorching. 

Mrs. Mahoney had lived in the house for some years. For the past two or three weeks she 

has been away on a holiday, and intended returning in a day or two. The house and contents 

were covered by insurance with the Royal Insurance Company for £300, Fortunately there 

was little breeze at the time of the fire, and the brigade had little difficulty in preventing a 

spread to the adjoining dwellings, which stand fairly close. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. C. Polmear, who live opposite, had been looking after a valuable smoke-

colored Persian cat for the absent owner. Mrs. Polmear fed the animal, which was confined in 

the rear of the premises early on Saturday evening. The cat was seen to escape from the 

burning house, and cannot now he traced. As Mrs. Mahoney places a high value on the 

animal, Mrs. Polmear will be pleased to hear of its whereabouts. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 21 April 1930, page 4 

FIRE AT PIRIE WEST. 

Mysterious Circumstances. 

BEDDING AND BEDS DAMAGED. 

At 10.55 on Saturday night the Pirie Fire Brigade received a call to Swift street, Pirie West. 

Responding promptly, under Station Officer E. W. Cook the fireman found dense volumes of 

smoke issuing from a six-roomed wood and iron house owned by Mr. A. C. Rohrsteim, baker, 

and used as living quarters for the men. At the time there was nobody on the premises. 

A few minutes' work, aided by a good flow of water, sufficed to quell the outbreak, which 

appeared to have taken a hold all over the house. A subsequent close inspection revealed 

that the fire had been burning in four distinct places. There were signs of two outbreaks in one 

bedroom, and one in each of two other rooms. The beds and bedding had been badly 

damaged, also some clothing in close proximity to the wooden walls Had the brigade not 

responded quickly to the call, there is no doubt that the premises would have gone up in 

flames. The police were informed of the circumstances, and have inquiries in hand. 

Register News-Pictorial (Adelaide, SA : 1929 - 1931), Monday 21 April 1930, page 22 

POLICE INVESTIGATING SERIES OF FIRES 

Mysterious Outbreaks At Port Pirie 

PORT PIRIE, Sunday,— The police are enquiring into a series of mysterious fires in the 

district. They began a fortnight ago on the premises of Mrs. J. Mahoney, a widow, residing in 

Mansom street. Mrs. Mahoney, who owns the house, was away when the fire broke out. 

Since then it is alleged that fires have been found in other houses when their owners have 

returned home, but there have been no official reports made about the circumstances. Last 

night the fire brigade answered a call from Port Pirie West, where they found a fire at a house 

owned by Mr. August Rohrsheim, and occupied by his son. The house was full of smoke, and 

the firemen quickly put out the fire. An inspection afterwards proved the presence of four 

separate fires, two in one bedroom and one each in two other apartments. The occupants of 

the house were absent at the time. 
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Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 30 April 1930, page 2 

''WILFULLY STARTED." 

PIRIE WEST FIRE. 

The Coroner's Finding. 

That the fire which occurred at No 15 Swift street, Pirie West, on the night of April 19 was 

wilfully and maliciously started by some person or persons unknown for the purpose of 

burning property, and that a quantity of house-hold effects and bedding, and portions of parts 

of the house, the property of August Conrad Rohrsheim, were damaged or destroyed, was 

the finding of Mr H. M. Kemp, J.P., as Coroner, who conducted the inquest at the Courthouse 

yesterday. 

"After viewing the scene of the fire," said Mr Kemp, "and the damage done by fire to property 

and house-hold furniture in a house situated at No 15 Swift street, Port Pirie West, and owned 

by August Conrad Rohrsheim, and hearing the evidence to-day, I have come to the 

conclusion that the fire was wilfully and maliciously started in four places, and in three rooms, 

and was not caused by accident or carelessness. Unfortunately from the evidence before us, 

we are not able to discover how the fire originated, or who the person was who started the 

fire. 

"It seems to me to be the action of an incendiary, that is one who maliciously, burns property. 

But such a person is generally a cunning individual, who watches his opportunity to carry out 

his dastardly design, and often as appears to be in this case, without a personal motive. 

Cases such as this happening under grave suspicion of unlawful fire raising, require an 

inquest, and for that reason an inquest was ordered. The magnitude of the fire under the 

circumstances does not affect the position." 

August Conrad Rohrsheim said he owned the premises No. 15 Swift street, Pirie West. It was 

a wood and iron building. One room was used as a diningroom, another was used as a 

bedroom by his son. There was also a spare room. The building was insured for £295 in the 

Victoria Insurance Company. The contents were covered for £150 in the same company. On 

April 19 witness had tea at the house. Between 8 p.m. and 11 p.m. he was at his home in 

York Road. He was with his wife and other members of the family. They had a game of cards. 

At 11 p.m. his son John came home. He was sent to the other house by his mother. He 

returned a few minutes later and told them it was on fire. Witness and the others ran to the 

house, where they found the building on fire. His daughter rang up the brigade. The sofa in 

the backroom was on fire. The house was full of smoke. The Fire Brigade arrived shortly 

afterwards. He estimated the damage at about £40 altogether. Witness had no idea how the 

fire originated. He did not think it was possible for the fire to have been accidental. 

"WAS SET ALIGHT." 

Sergeant Noblett: What is your opinion? Witness: I think it must have been set alight by 

somebody. 

The Coroner: Have you discharged any of your employes lately?—Yes. I discharged a 

woman about six or seven weeks ago. 

Charles Maurice Rohrsheim said he lived at the house where the fire occurred. He left the 

premises about 7.15 on the night of April 19. He returned home at 2 o'clock on Sunday 

morning. When he left home, everything was in order, and there was no sign of fire. The back 

door was never shut. Witness had about £7 or £8 worth of property destroyed. Witnessed saw 

nobody at the house when he left the premises. 

John Douglas Rohrsheim, a school boy, said at 11 p.m. on April 10 his mother told him to go 

to the house in Swift street to put the kettle on. As he entered the rear of the house he saw a 

dull light in the backroom. He threw a bucket of water over the couch and ran out and told his 
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parents, who gave the alarm. The back door of the house was open, but the front door was 

shut. In the other rooms, he saw the beds on fire, and the walls were beginning to burn. 

Mrs. Jane Stephenson Mitchell, said between 8. p.m. and 11 p.m. she was at Mrs. 

Rohrsheim's house at York Road, playing cards. She corroborated the evidence of the 

previous witness in regard to his bringing the news of the fire and the extent of the fire when 

she and the Rohrsheim family arrived on the scene. At 8 o'clock that night, witness and Mrs. 

Rohrsheim visited the house to put some cream away in a cool safe. Everything was in order 

then, and there was no sign of fire. They did not visit the bedrooms. 

Station-Officer Cook, of the Port Pirie Fire Brigade, said at 10.55 p.m. on April 19, he received 

a call by phone to Swift street. On arrival, the brigade found four fires in three different rooms, 

two in one, and one each in the other two. The first fire was in the back room, and there were 

two fires in the left hand front room and another fire in the other front room. The fires were all 

on the beds, except the one on the couch. In witness' opinion the fires were wilfully set alight. 

The brigade communicated with the police, and set to work to extinguish the fire. Witness said 

the fire may have been smouldering for two hours. The bed clothing was destroyed. He could 

not say how the fire was started. There was no smell of kerosene. 

Constable Ollson said at about 11 p.m. on April 19, he went to the house, where he found the 

bedding on two beds in one front room, the bedding in another front room, and a box of socks 

in another room, burning and smouldering. There were four fires in three different rooms, and 

they appeared to have been set alight at the same time. There was no indication of the fires 

having been started by accident or carelessness, but it appeared that the fire had been 

wilfully set alight. There was nothing to show, however, how the fires originated. Witness had 

made inquiries, but could not ascertain the cause of the fires. The electric light system was in 

perfect order. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 22 May 1930, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL 

Strawstack Ablaze. 

In close proximity to the Shell Company's depot, a fire broke out at a large strawstack at the 

Smelters dump shortly before 9.30 o'clock yesterday morning. The Port Pirie Fire Brigade, 

with Station-Officer Cook in charge, was promptly on the scene, and precautions were taken 

immediately to prevent any danger of the blaze spreading too close to the depot. The fire was 

vigilantly controlled by the brigade, and eventually burned itself out. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 10 June 1930, page 1 

FIRE IN PIRIE WEST. 

House Badly Damaged. 

DURING ABSENCE OF OCCUPIERS. 

Shortly after 2 o'clock yesterday morning the Fire Brigade received a call to Revell street, 

Pirie West, where fire had been discovered burning in the residence of Mr J. Barduca. Un-der 

Station Officer Cook the brigade responded promptly, and when they arrived the interior of the 

house was well alight. 

Two hoses were run out, and aided by a good supply of water the flames were soon 

controlled. The house, a four-roomed wood and iron structure was badly damaged inside, but 

the outside remained practically intact. Practically the whole of the furniture was destroyed. 

Mr. Barduca, who is a Smelter employe, was absent on night shift at the time of the outbreak, 

and Mrs. Barduca, with her little child, was spending the night with her mother. The cause of 

the outbreak is unknown. 
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Startled neighbors left their beds and watched proceedings in the bitter cold early hours. 

Thanks to the absence of wind and the quick attack of the fire brigade, premises in the vicinity 

were not endangered. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 19 August 1930, page 2 

Small Fire at Pirie West. 

A portion of a washhouse at the residence of Mr H. G. Symonds, York Road, was destroyed 

by fire shortly after 1 o'clock yesterday afternoon. The Port Pirie Fire Brigade, under Station-

Officer Cook, received a call to the house at 1.52 o'clock, and in a very short time, the blaze 

was extinguished. The building was insured. It is understood that very little damage was done 

as the result of the outbreak. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 20 November 1930, page 2 

EARLY MORNING FIRE 

FIVE PREMISES DAMAGED ON MAIN ROAD. 

GAS CYLINDER EXPLOSION AWAKENS RESIDENTS 

One of the most serious fires in Pirie for several years occurred on Main Road, Solomontown, 

in the early hours of Wednesday morning, when severe damage was done to five premises 

on the corner of Park street and Main Road. The victims of the damage were:— 

Mr. J. Gray, hairdresser and tobacconist—shop, saloon and residence at rear with all 

contents severely damaged. 

Mr D. Lorenzo, confectioner—shop gutted and contents destroyed. 

Mr. N. Abbattista, suit presser—shop and stock of men's wear badly damaged. 

Mr. P. Davey, home at rear of Abbattista's shop damaged by smoke and water and fallen 

ceilings. 

Mr. Meyers, fruiterer and pieman—shop and living rooms at rear slightly damaged by smoke 

and fallen ceilings. 

The Pirie Fire Brigade received a call from a Solomontown Road alarm at 3.20 a.m. In charge 

of Station-Officer E. W. Cook, two machines were manned and promptly turned out. When the 

brigade arrived the fire had a firm hold, and Lorenzo's shop which had evidently been burning 

unseen for some time, was practically gutted. Flames were reaching up in places 20 feet 

above the roofs. Three lines of hose were quickly employed, and the firemen concentrated 

their efforts on the premises on either side of Lorenzo's. The pressure of water was 

exceptionally strong, and the fire was subdued in quick time. 

At the rear of Lorenzo's shop was stored a cylinder of gas for the making of aerated drinks. 

This became heated and exploded with a tremendous roar. The sound awakened residents in 

the locality. Mr. and Mrs. G. Field, who live close by, went out to investigate and found Mr. 

and Mrs. Gray, Mr. Davey and Mr. and Mrs. Meyers rushing out of their homes in their night 

attire, and getting their children to a place of safety. Two of Mr. Meyers' children aged about 

two and seven years, were confined to their bed suffering from measles. They were at once 

carried into Mrs Field's, where, with their mother and a third child, they spent the remainder of 

the night. 

The Meyer premises were farthest from the fire, and all removable furniture was carried to the 

roadway by willing hands. Mr. Davey got practically nothing out of his rooms. Abbattista's and 

Lorenzo's were un-occupied for the night. 

Mr. Gray was the most unfortunate of the victims. The fire had gained such a hold by the time 

he woke that he had only time to get his wife and child out of the premises when ceilings 
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commenced to cave in. Although his premises and stock and plant were insured, he will be a 

heavy loser, one of his chief losses being a pianola (badly damaged) and 250 player rolls. His 

shop was heavily stocked with books, tobacco, toilet requisites, gramophones and records, 

etc., all of which were more or less damaged by smoke and water. The well appointed saloon 

was reduced to a heap of wreckage and two of the four living rooms at the rear suffered 

heavily. With the exception of Lorenzo's shop, practically all the damage was done from 

above, and the ceilings and roof of the whole area collapsed in charred ruins on the furniture 

below. 

Mr. Abbattista, a young foreigner, had determined to make a battle for himself and his 

younger brother, and only a week or two ago had opened a suit-pressing and men's wear 

shop. This carried a small stock of shirts, pyjamas, socks, etc.,' which were reduced to a 

sodden heap. Some of the stock can be salvaged. 

A gas branch in one of the shops was melted by the heat, and flames evidently blew back into 

the main, running along under the footpath. A blowout occurred in front of Lorenzo's at the 

six-inch pipe, a hole several inches across being opened up. Workmen were engaged 

yesterday in affecting repairs within the roped-off area. 

Although the cause of the fire is at present unknown, indications point to it having started 

somewhere in the rear of Mr. Lorenzo's shop, as the premises on either side were traversed 

by the flames high up, while the shop named was burned right out. It is understood that Mr. 

Lorenzo was away from the town for a couple of days. 

Mr. Gray is the owner of the shop and house property he occupied. That of Mr. Lorenzo is 

owned by Mr. G. Gagliardi, and the remainder of the premises are the property of Mrs. 

Dettmar, of Wirrabara (late of Pirie). 

Constable A. Rice, in charge of the Solomontown Police Station, will submit a report of the fire 

to the Coroner. 

THE INSURANCE 

The shop and dwelling of Mr Gray is insured with the Adelaide Fire Office for £650, and the 

contents with the Bankers and Traders' Insurance Company for £520. Mr Gagliardi's buildings 

were insured with the London, Liverpool, and Globe Company for £925, and the contents of 

the shop occupied by Mr Lorenzo were covered with the same company for £550. Mrs 

Dettmar's buildings were insured with the Victoria Company for £938. Messrs Meyer and 

Abbattista were not protected by insurance. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 27 November 1930, page 1 

MAYOR'S REPORT THE YEAR'S WORK. 

A Comprehensive Survey. 

A comprehensive survey of the year's work in the municipality of Port Pirie was contained in 

the annual report of the Mayor (Mr C. A. Degenhardt) at the last meeting of the Town Council 

for the financial year, on Monday night. 

The report read as follows : 

AMBULANCE. 

The conveyance, housed at the Fire Station, is being well looked after, and although calls 

have been made, on no occasion has any report been made regarding inattention or delay. 

FIRE BRIGADE. 

This magnificent equipment is still under the charge of Chief Officer, Mr E. W. Cook, and it is 

indeed a credit to Mr. Cook and his fine body of men for the manner this adjunct is cared for. 
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The condition of this station is of the best, and indicates (which visits will prove) the great 

interest and attention the staff evidently give to their duty. It is with pleasure I report that, with 

the exception of the outbreak on November 19, no other serious conflagration has occurred 

for the year. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 19 December 1930, page 2 

EARLY MORNING FIRE IN ELLEN STREET. 

GOOD SAVE EFFECTED BY FIRE BRIGADE. 

Good luck, vigilant police, and an efficient Fire Brigade prevented a very serious blaze in the 

early hours of Thursday morning, when an outbreak of fire occurred in the shop occupied by 

Mr B. W. Klaebe, clothier and men's outfitter, on the corner of Ellen and Alexander streets. 

Had the fire got away it is certain that great damage would have been done to the main 

business block of the town. As it was, practically the whole of Mr Klaebe's large stock was 

badly damaged. The outbreak is believed to have been due to a defect in the electrical 

system, and the Coroner deemed an inquest unnecessary. 

Constables Kirtz and Harrison, on night duty, at about 2 a.m. saw smoke issuing from 

Klaebe's premises. The alarm was immediately sent to the brigade, which turned out 

promptly, under Station Officer E. W. Cook. 

When the brigade arrived flames were emerging from the rear of Klaebe's premises, and at 

this point the attack was made. It was found necessary to use axes on the rear doors, which 

were fitted with burglar-proof locks, and barred. On the openings being made, a dense flood 

of smoke poured out, seriously hampering the firemen, who worked in respirators to 

manipulate their hoses. 

For 25 minutes a strong flow of water was kept playing on the interior of the store, and the 

flames were subdued. The upper story of the building, used as sample rooms by G. and R. 

Wills and Co., was being licked by the fire when it was beaten down. 

An examination of the interior of Klaebe's shop yesterday morning showed that his stock, with 

the exception of his window displays, had been heavily damaged, chiefly by heat, smoke and 

water. Fixtures and counters were charred, and the frame-work of the Wunderlich ceilings 

was damaged. The windows and exterior of the building were barely touched. 

The premises had been locked up and vacated shortly after 6 o'clock on Wednesday evening. 

During the night the police on duty noticed the night-lights inside the shop flickering and an 

examination of the lighting system yesterday led to formation of the theory that the outbreak 

was due to a short-circuit. 

The building is insured with the Victorian Insurance Company (A. A. Pearce and Co., agents) 

for £1,150, and Mr. Klaebe's stock is covered in the Royal Insurance Company (Blight Bros.) 

for £6,000. 

When an inspection was made of Wills and Co's. large stocks upstairs yesterday morning, no 

damage appeared to have been done to it. With the opening up of the premises, however, the 

air had the effect on the softgoods of causing discoloration. Later in the day it was found that 

Wills and Co. Will also be heavy sufferers through heat and smoke. 

A report was submitted to the Coroner by Detective Evans and Plainclothes Constable Gully. 

An inquest was deemed unnecessary. Much sympathy was expressed yesterday for Mr. 

Klaebe, whose Christmas trade will be seriously hampered. That the fire was noticed in time 

and that the night was practically calm must be considered fortunate. Had the flames escaped 

and been borne in a southerly direction by wind, the result is not pleasant to picture, when the 

class of stores in the block is considered. The prompt action of the police, and the work of the 

firemen, confined all damage to the one building. 
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Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 22 December 1930, page 2 

Mr. E. W. Cook, station officer of the Fire Brigade in Port Pirie, has received notice of 

promotion to district officer at Port Adelaide. It is eleven years since Mr. Cook was transferred 

to Pirie from Glenelg. He has been for 36 years in the service. Mr. Cook took a great interest 

in the Port Pirie Yacht Club, and holds the position of captain. He will be much missed by this 

sporting body. Mr. T. Bland, of Port Adelaide, will succeed Mr. Cook at Port Pirie. 

1931 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 6 January 1931, page 2 

PERSONAL. 

Station Officer Thomas William Bland, of Port Adelaide Fire Brigade, who has been promoted 

to take charge of the Pirie station, will leave tomorrow. He has been stationed at Port 

Adelaide for five years, and was previously at Norwood. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 12 January 1931, page 2 

FAVORABLE IMPRESSION 

Pirie's New Fire Chief. 

Of a likeable and courteous disposition, Mr. T. W. Bland, the new chief of the Pirie Fire 

Brigade, should quickly win many friends in this town. The fact that he was born near 

Aberdeen is regarded by Mr. Bland in a somewhat humorous spirit. "I hail from a place where 

the Jews starve." he remarked with a chuckle yesterday when interviewed by a representative 

of "The Recorder." "Have you heard that one about the singing fool," he continued with a 

twinkle in his eye, "A Jew singing for coppers in the streets of Aberdeen." Mr. Bland, who was 

educated at the Commercial School, Norwich, was later apprenticed to the shipping firm of 

Triner, Anderson, London. He ultimately decided to try his fortunes in Australia and joined the 

Adelaide Steamship Company. He has been associated with the fire brigade service for over 

30 years and was the officer in charge at the Norwood station for 17 years. Twenty-four years 

ago Mr. Bland was a member of the Pirie staff, but his stay in this town covered only a few 

months. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 18 February 1931, page 3 

PIRIE TOWN COUNCIL. 

FORTNIGHTLY MEETING. 

Some Pertinent Questions. 

The Port Pirie Town Council held its fortnightly meeting on Monday night. 

A great deal of trouble had been caused of late, said the Mayor, arising out of outbreaks of 

fire at the Solomontown rubbish dump. The Fire Brigade had been called out to deal with the 

fires, and it was time that the Council went into the matter. The Works Committee should take 

the matter in hand and view the place to ascertain if something could be done to prevent such 

outbreaks of fire at the dump. It was remarkable that for three weeks running, fires had 

occurred at the dump on certain days. It was a serious matter for the neighborhood. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 23 February 1931, page 2 

HOUSE DESTROYED. 

NEARLY MORNING FIRE. 

Occupants Away From Town. 
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An outbreak of fire, the second in two days, destroyed a four-roomed house in Hallam street, 

Pirie West early on Sunday morning. The occupiers of the dwelling, a four-roomed weather-

board and iron structure, were in Adelaide at the time. 

The house, No. 7 Hallam street, was owned by Mr. John Tucker, Simpson street, 

Solomontown, and was occupied by Mr. Richard M. P. Tobin, a waterside worker, and his 

family, The Tobin family motored to the city on Saturday morning, and there was nobody on 

the premises at the time of the outbreak. 

Messrs L. G. Lovelock and Mark Thompson were motoring home at about 2.30 a.m. when 

they noticed the rear of the house alight. Mr. Thompson drove quickly to the Fire Station, 

while Mr. Lovelock proceeded to give the alarm at the spot, thinking the family were asleep. 

Neighbors were quickly on the scene, and in a very short time a crowd collected. 

The flames gained rapidly, and by the time the brigade arrived the dwelling was a mass of 

roaring flames. Three lines of hose were run out, but the house was too far gone to effect a 

save. 

A narrow drive separated the burning house from that of Mr Henry Hyde, whose family were 

awakened by the cries of neighbors. The flames seemed to be making an effort to demolish 

the Hyde home, and willing hands fell to at the work of getting Mrs. Hyde's belongings clear. 

In a short time the house had been emptied, even to the linoleums, but the flow of water from 

the hoses prevented any further danger. 

Mr. Tobin's home and furniture were reduced to ruins, a washhouse at the rear also being 

destroyed. The fire made a complete sweep of the premises, and only a charred wall and the 

chimney now stand. 

The premises on the eastern side owned and occupied by Mr. R. J. Walker, was separated 

from the burning house by a rear yard, and was in no danger. A family of Greeks living at the 

rear, facing Charles street became somewhat excited, but their home suffered no damage. 

A strong southerly breeze assisted the flames, and carried showers of sparks and burning 

fragments over a large area. The high tension wires from the town mains to the house burned 

through early, and fell to the roadway, and Station Officer T. W. Bland, handling a hose 

branch received a nasty shock when he trod on one lying in a pool of water. Another fireman 

also received a slight shock. 

Mrs. H. Hyde was earnest in her thanks yesterday to those who had assisted in carrying her 

furniture to a place of safety. As it happened, all chance of damage was obviated but had the 

flames got across the intervening ten feet, Mrs. Hyde's household goods would have been 

safe. A couple of blinds and pairs of curtains were slightly damaged by smoke and water, and 

the fascia board and guttering of the house were slightly charred by the heat. 

The house was insured with the Royal Exchange Company for £300. It is believed that the 

contents were also covered, but for what amount could not be ascertained last night. Mr. 

Tobin was communicated with yesterday, and was expected to arrive home by car late last 

night. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 7 March 1931, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL 

Rubbish Alight. 

Shortly before 6 o'clock on Thursday evening, the Port Pirie Fire Brigade received a call to the 

B.H.A.S. Co-operative Store, in the rear yard of which a small fire had broken out among a 

quantity of rubbish. The flames were soon extinguished, and no damage was reported. It is 

thought that the outbreak occurred as the result of a lighted cigarette end having been 
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carelessly thrown among the rubbish. The fire occurred some distance away from the store 

building. 

Advertiser and Register (Adelaide, SA : 1931), Thursday 12 March 1931, page 10 

SOLOMONTOWN FIRE 

Extension of Blaze Prevented 

Port Pirie, March 11. 

When the fire brigade responded to an alarm from the Three Chain-road, Solomontown, to-

night, it found the four-roomed wood and iron house, occupied by Mr. J. Zubrinich, well alight. 

The house and its contents were totally destroyed. The firemen's efforts were successful in 

preventing the blaze from extending to the adjacent properties. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 12 March 1931, page 1 

FIRE AT SOLOMONTOWN 

RESIDENCE GUTTED. 

During Absence of Occupants. 

A five-roomed weatherboard villa in Three Chain Road, Solomontown, occupied by Mr 

William Gerblich and family, was gutted by fire last evening shortly after 7 o'clock. The 

occupants were temporally absent at the time. 

The Pirie Fire Brigade received a call from the Prince Street fire alarm at 7.29 p.m., and 

turned out promptly, under Station Officer Brand. On arrival they found Mr. Gerblich's house 

burning fiercely, both front and rear. 

Aided by a good force of water the firemen soon had the flames controlled, but the 

matchwood linings had provided excellent fuel, and the contents of the house were practically 

destroyed. When the fire had been quelled only the walls and chimney remained standing. 

There was practically no wind blowing at the time, which fact aided the firemen in their work. 

During brigade operations Fireman J. Hocking received a nasty shock through coming in 

contact with a live wire which had been servicing the house. 

The cause of the outbreak is at present unknown, and inquiries are in the hands of Constable 

A. Rice, of Solomontown, who will today submit his report to Mr W. H. Thread-gold, J.P. It is 

understood that Mrs Gerblich visited a relative while her husband left for the town to procure 

some medicine. While Mr Gerblich was in Pirie he was informed that his house was on fire. 

By the time he had reached home all his household goods had been destroyed. 

The house, which is the property of the Port Augusta diocese of the Catholick Church, was 

insured with the Catholic Church Property Insurance Company. Years ago, before the present 

St. Anthony's School was built, it was used as a school. The contents of the house were 

covered by the Mercantile Insurance Company. 

Last night's fire was the third of its kind in the last 22 days. On February 18 the home of Mr 

W. R. Williams, Senate Road, was destroyed, and four days later a house in Hallam street, 

occupied by Mr R. Tobin was gutted 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 28 March 1931, page 1 

FIRE IN BEDROOM. 

At Barrier Hotel. 

At about 7.30 last night, the Fire Brigade received a call to the Barrier Hotel. It was found that 

a small fire in an upstairs bedroom had been noticed. It had been quelled before the brigade 
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arrived. It is stated that a casual boarder went to sleep on his bed leaving a lighted cigarette 

near a mosquito net, which ignited. The damage was confined to the bedding and wallpaper 

of the room. Fortunately the boarder awoke before the fire got a hold. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 23 April 1931, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL. 

Early Morning Fire. 

A portion of a shop occupied by Mr Onofria Caputo, an Italian ship's chandler, on Main Road, 

Solomontown, was damaged by fire early on Tuesday morning. Mr H. W. Dietman, a railway 

employe, noticed smoke issuing from the front of the premises at about 4.25 o'clock, and 

immediately communicated with the Fire Brigade. The blaze was soon extinguished. Little 

damage was reported, portion of the door and floor having been destroyed. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 1 July 1931, page 4 

FLOOD INVASION. 

HOUSEHOLDERS BUSY. 

Properties Still Submerged. 

FIRE BRIGADE PUMP AT WORK. 

Mute evidence of the abnormally high tide, which swept over Solomontown Beach and 

inundated a section of the south-eastern portion of Pirie on Monday evening could be seen 

yesterday. 

Large sheets of water covered the more low-lying areas and some properties were still 

submerged. In several homes the yards were a foot under water and the Fire Brigade was 

requisitioned to pump the water into the streets. 

Although the water had receded from, or had been drained off, most of the property upon 

which the tide had encroached, the yards remained inches deep in mud and with ruined lawns 

and gardens presented sorry spectacles. In the houses entered by the water, care will he 

required to save the linoleumns and the possibility exists of the flooring being damaged by the 

damp and foundations endangered. 

The tide, which at about 5 o'clock had risen to a height of 29 feet reached 34 feet 4 inches at 

6 p.m. before it commenced to subside. It rose to within a foot of the top of the wharfs. 

Householders in the area swept by the tide were busy all day yesterday with shovels digging 

runways to drain their properties. The extent to which many of the houses were inundated 

could be gauged from the marks on the walls and fences. A sea of water covered that section 

of open country south of the rifle range embankment. 

Station Officer Bland and men of the Fire Brigade staff, were engaged in pumping operations 

from 4 o'clock to 9 o'clock last night. A sump was sunk in Mr J. Munro's yard, and from this a 

steady flow was directed back to the river. This particular yard, being the lowest lying in the 

vicinity, acted as a drain for surrounding properties. The Brigade pump will resume operations 

today. 

HIGHEST FOR YEARS. 

The tide reached its highest level at 6 o'clock on Monday evening, the gauge showing 31ft. 

4in. This is the record of recent years. On October 2, 1928, at 9.30 a.m. the tide gauge 

registered 30ft. 5in., and at 7 p.m. 30ft. 4in. On August 31, 1929, at 6.30 p.m. the gauge 

showed 30ft, 9in. 

EIGHTEEN INCHES IN HOUSE. 
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The home of Mr. W. Kelly in Three Chain Road, abutting the rear of Forgan's Foundry, 

appeared to be the heaviest sufferer; the interior was submerged to the depth of 18 inches. 

Mrs. Kelly was clearing away the tea dishes when the water rushed into the house from the 

rear. 

She immediately fled into the nearest bedroom and scrambled on to the bed, where she 

remained marooned until Mr. Kelly carried her into her own room. At midnight there was still 

about six inches of water washing over the floors. "In the morning the water had gone, leaving 

the house in an awful condition," said Mrs. Kelly. "The linoleum was buckled, and we had to 

lift all of it and roll it up. I think we received the worst treatment." The whole of the flooring was 

still saturated last night, and the backyard was still submerged. 

In the neighboring premises, occupied by Mr. O. Clarke, similar conditions prevailed. Mrs. 

Clarke was busily sweeping back the water lapping into the front door, when with startling 

suddenness the flood poured in from the rear and inundated the rooms to the depth of eight 

inches. Mr. Clarke anticipates that the damage to his linoleums will amount to at least £20. 

On the opposite side of the street the allotment adjoining the home of Mr. D. James was still 

many inches under water last night, and his backyard was in the same condition. In the house 

next door, occupied by Mr. J. Walters, an underground tank was full of sea water, which had 

been ankle deep in several of the rooms; the yard had been two feet under water. A fine 

vegetable garden was ruined, and several head of poultry were drowned. 

ANXIOUS MOMENTS. 

The residents in those homes adjacent to the beach were on tenterhooks yesterday evening, 

as it was feared that the tide, which at 7 o'clock was almost level with the top of the 

esplanade, would again sweep over the barriers and again flood the area. The sea appeared 

to be in an angry mood and white-flecked waves were beating the Pirie waterfront. Many were 

the anxious inquiries that were being made, but the tide turned shortly before 8 o'clock 

without having crossed the Beach Road. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 8 July 1931, page 3 

FORTNIGHTLY MEETING. 

General Matters Discussed. 

The Port Pirie Town Council held its fortnightly meeting on Monday night. 

The Mayor reported on the abnormally high tides in Port Pirie during the fortnight, adding that 

the tide on June 29 was, he understood, a record for Port Pirie, being 10 inches higher than 

any previous tide. The Mayor referred to the damage done in Solomontown as a result of the 

high tide, especially the Solomontown embankment, which had suffered severely. Although 

the Solomontown embankment had been raised ten inches, the water had still got over, and 

considerable damage was done to it. The Ellendale embankment had withstood the tide. A 

number of yards at Solomontown had been filled with water, and on the Tuesday morning 

some were in a bad state. The Fire Brigade pump had been requisitioned to assist in 

removing the water from affected premises. The Council would be responsible for any cost in 

connection with the services of the big engine of the brigade. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 21 October 1931, page 2 

SOLOMONTOWN BLAZE. 

SHOP DESTROYED. 

Owned and occupied by Mr. P. Raproger, storekeeper, a wood and iron shop, at Three Chain 

Road, Solomontown, was destroyed by fire shortly after 4.30 o'clock yesterday morning. 
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The Port Pirie Fire Brigade received a call from the Prince street fire alarm at 4.50 a.m., and 

on arrival found that the shop and contents were well alight. The fire had apparently been 

burning for a considerable time before the alarm was given, and the firemen were, in 

consequence, unable to extinguish the blaze before the building and contents were 

destroyed. 

Within half an hour of its arrival, the brigade had the fire under control. A small room at the 

rear of the general store was slightly damaged. Mr. Raproger lives in a house near the shop. 

Had a strong wind been blowing, there may have been danger of the blaze reaching his 

residence. The house, however, escaped damage. 

The brigade had the advantage of a good water supply, and fortunately a fire plug was 

situated directly in front of the building. Both brigade engines turned out, in charge of Station-

Officer Brand, and within a few minutes of receiving the call, the firemen were on the scene of 

the fire. 

The shop and contents were insured with the Union Insurance' Co. Mr. Raproger's residence 

is included in the same policy, it is understood. The total amount does not exceed £900. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 25 November 1931, page 3 

MAYOR REVIEWS YEAR'S ACTIVITIES 

COMPREHENSIVE REPORT TO COUNCIL 

CLOSE OF STRENUOUS MUNICIPAL PERIOD. 

A most interesting and comprehensive survey of all phases of public and social life in Port 

Pirie during the past 12 months, is contained in the annual report of the Mayor (Mr M. M. B. 

Middleton), presented at the last meeting of the Town Council for the financial year, on 

Monday night. 

FIRE BRIGADE. 

The Fire Station and equipment have been maintained in an efficient manner by the station 

officer (Mr Bland) and his staff. The services of this organisation in pumping the water from 

properties in Solomontown, after the inundation in June, are much appreciated. 

AMBULANCE. 

The motor ambulance and garage at the fire station have been well maintained by the fire 

station staff. All calls have been promptly answered. The present system of housing the 

ambulance at the fire station is both convenient and reliable. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 26 November 1931, page 1 

BRIGADE FUNERAL. 

In Pirie This Morning. 

Fireman Clifford V. Price, who died suddenly on Tuesday night, will be accorded a full Fire 

Brigade funeral at 9 o'clock this morning. Such a funeral, it is understood, has never before 

been seen in Pirie. 

The late Mr. Price, who came from Adelaide Fire Brigade to Pirie in January was on 24 hours' 

leave on Tuesday. At about dinnertime he complained of feeling unwell, and he rapidly 

became worse and died the same night. He had previously been in good health. He was 

married as recently as last February. 

This morning at 9 o'clock the coffin will be placed on a Brigade motor carriage at the Fire 

Station, and will be covered with the Blue Ensign. On the pall will be placed his axe, belt, and 

helmet, reversed, and on either side of the carriage will walk four of his comrades, 
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pallbearers, in full uniform, with the two senior officers in undress uniform. Then will follow the 

two motor engines of the Pirie Fire Brigade. The cortege should be most impressive. The 

service at the graveside will be conducted by the Rev. J. Hardingham. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 15 December 1931, page 4 

FIRE BRIGADE 

Quiet Year in Pirie 

"This year has been particularly light," said Station Officer Bland when commenting on the 

activities of Pirie Fire Brigade in 1931. Twenty-one calls had been answered by the brigade. 

Four were of a serious nature, three private houses and a shop having been gutted. Four 

buildings were slightly damaged by fire and there were six calls in connection with chimney, 

rubbish and grass fires. There were seven false alarms. 

On June 30 the brigade drained portion of the residential areas in Solomontown which had 

been flooded by an abnormally high tide. This work was accomplished with a dam-aged 600 

gallon motor pump. 

Brigade Assists Beach. 

In response to a request of Solomontown Beach Improvement Committe Pirie Fire Brigade on 

Saturday morning pumped 50,000 gallons of sea water on to the roadway which is being 

constructed from Solomontown main road to the beach proper. 

This was done to harden the soil preparatory to the road being top-dressed with shell grit. 

This work provided the brigade with an opportunity of testing the 40 years' old Shand Mason-

steam fire engine. The experiment, according to Station Officer Bland, was a pronounced 

success. 

1932 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 8 January 1932, page 1 

TWO ROOMS DESTROYED 

Blaze in Solomontown 

An unoccupied house, adjoining Stark's Dance Hall, Church Circle, Solomontown, was 

seriously damaged by fire yesterday morning. Pirie Fire brigade received a telephone call at 

5.14 o'clock. When it arrived the building, a four-roomed wood-and-iron matchboard lined 

structure, was well alight. 

Owing to a good supply of water the brigade succeeded in saving the back portion of the 

premises, but only the shell remains of the two front rooms. The building is owned by Mr. W. 

S. Stark, Dorothy street. Solomontown and was insured with the Royal Insurance Company. 

The house had been unoccupied for three weeks. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 20 February 1932, page 2 

LOCAL AND GENERAL 

Fire in Memorial Park 

Yesterday an employe of Pirie Corporation was burning off dead growth surrounding the 

rotunda in Memorial Park. During his temporary absence the grass broke into flame again and 

a passer-by telephoned to the town clerk. The Fire Brigade was summoned and the flames 

were quickly beaten out. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Thursday 25 February 1932, page 13 

REPORTS FROM RURAL CENTRES 
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Dead growth which was being burned off at the rotunda enclosure broke out into a blaze 

unexpectedly during the temporary absence of an employe. A resident passing through the 

park gave warning, and the fire brigade was called out. The blaze was soon got under control. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 8 March 1932, page 2 

Timely Alarm 

BLAZE AT SOLOMOWTOWN 

Brigade Responds Promptly; Little Damage 

Timely action by Constable L. Wehr saved the general store of Mr. O. Caputo, Alpha terrace, 

Solomontown, from being badly damaged by fire early yesterday morning. 

Constable Wehr was returning home from beat duty at Solomontown Beach shortly after 1 

o'clock when he saw smoke coming from the front of the store. He immediately gave the 

alarm, and Pirie Fire Brigade turned out promptly. The front of the store was well alight when 

the brigade arrived, but the fire was soon extinguished. 

Mrs. Caputo, mother of the owner of the store, who was sleeping in a room at the rear of the 

premises, was awakened by the sound of crackling wood, and she soon aroused the Caputo 

family next door. The shop and contents were insured with the Liverpool London Globe 

Insurance Company for £400. The house next door was insured with the Law Rock and Union 

Insurance Company. 

The shop was not badly damaged, only a small portion of the front of the premises being 

destroyed. Detective Ferguson, Plainclothes-Constable Phillips, and Constable Rice are 

preparing a report for the coroner. The shop is occupied and owned by Mr. Caputo. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 28 March 1932, page 2 

Warnertown Fatality 

Mr. G. C. Leaker (coroner) is considering the police report concerning the motor car accident 

near Warnertown on Wednesday night when Mr. C. A. Thompson of Pirie Fire Brigade was 

fatally injured. 

 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Thursday 9 June 1932, page 14 

PORT PIRIE DIPHTHERIA OUTBREAK 

No Ambulance For Patients 

Port Pirie, June 8. 

A special meeting of the Local Board of Health last night discussed the diphtheria outbreak. 

Nineteen cases have been reported since the beginning of March, eight of them in the past 

two weeks. 

A report was received from the health officer (Dr. B. Johnston), stating that there was no 

cause for alarm. Although other cases might be expected during the winter, it was unlikely 

that the number would be abnormal for a wet season. All the cases except two had been sent 

to the isolation hospital. Dr. Johnston reported that a difficulty had arisen regarding 

ambulance facilities. Members of the fire brigade, who housed and drove the ambulance, had 

been instructed by the Fire Brigades Board not to take any infectious cases to the isolation 

hospital in this vehicle, there being a danger of the brigade staff becoming infected. Further, 

the Central Board of Health, stipulated that no motor cars must be used for the conveyance of 

infectious cases unless fumigated afterwards. Car owners were reluctant to carry infectious 

cases, and consequently there had been a difficulty in getting patients to hospital. Alderman 
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Bottrall said this was a serious matter, not only for the present outbreak, but for other cases. 

The board would have to get control of some vehicle to be used expressly for this purpose. 

Dr. Johnston suggested that the old horse drawn ambulance be made available again. On the 

motion of Councillor Coffey it was resolved that the works committee inspect the old 

ambulance and take steps to have it prepared for the conveyance of infectious cases to 

hospital. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 27 July 1932, page 1 

BLAZE IN SOLOMONTOWN 

HOUSE BADLY DAMAGED WHILE OCCUPANTS SLEEP 

FATHER AND SON ESCAPE THROUGH WINDOW 

A SIX-ROOMED wood and iron house, owned and occupied by Mr. J. J. Bonham, butcher, 31 

Three Chain road, Solomontown, was badly damaged by fire shortly before 2 o'clock 

yesterday morning. 

Mr. Bonham and his son Jack, aged 16, who were sleeping in a room at the rear of the house, 

were awakened by a crackling noise in the hall. Seeing a red glare underneath the passage 

door they hurriedly escaped through a small window. 

CONTAINING £32 in notes a coat which was left hanging on a peg in the hall was burned to 

ashes. All the furniture, including a piano, in the front rooms of the house was totally 

destroyed. The building and contents were insured with the Yorkshire Company for about 

£620. 

Mr. Bonham and his son went to bed about 1 o'clock yesterday morning. During the earlier 

part of the night they had been entertaining three friends on the eve of the family's departure 

for Adelaide, where they intend to reside. Mrs. Bonham was in the city preparing the new 

home. The furniture in the house had been stacked in readiness for removal this morning, and 

a new tenant was to have taken possession this afternoon. 

"I heard a crackling noise in the front of the house," said Mr. Bonham. "When I looked 

underneath the door, all I could see was a red glow, and I knew that if I opened the door we 

would have been in danger. My son and I got through our bedroom window, and pushed our 

motor car farther back into the yard for safety. Had the wind been blowing in a southerly 

direction we might have been worse off." 

Pirie Fire Brigade received a call to the house just before 2 o'clock. When the firemen arrived 

the building was well alight. The fire was quickly extinguished. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 2 August 1932, page 4 

FALSE ALARM! 

PIRIE BRIGADE OUT 

At 11 o'clock last night Pirie Fire Brigade received a call from an Ellen street alarm situated 

opposite Federal Dock. The brigade made a prompt turn-out, only to discover that the alarm 

was a false one. 

News (Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1954), Wednesday 17 August 1932, page 5 

"Port People Growl Without Cause" 

Fireman Satisfied With Water Pressure 

The Port Adelaide district officer of the Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board (Mr. E. W. Cook) 

today told the Public Works Committee that apart from some inconvenience caused through 

corroded and small mains, water pressures at Port Adelaide were satisfactory for fire fighting 
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purposes. In answer to a question Mr. Cook said that the Port Adelaide brigades had not had 

sufficient fires during the past two years to keep them busily engaged. There were few high 

buildings in the district. Asked if many complaints about poor pressure were made, Mr. Cook 

said:— "The people of Port Adelaide are always growling about the water supply, but in 11 

years I have only known one instance where there was cause for complaint. Cleaning of the 

mains subsequently remedied the fault." 

News (Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1954), Thursday 18 August 1932, page 10 

PORT PIRIE, NOT PORT ADELAIDE 

Complaints About Water Supply 

In his evidence before the Public Works Committee the Port Adelaide district officer of the 

Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board (Mr L. W. Cook) referred to the water pressure at Port 

Adelaide and Port Pirie. In one part of the report of his evidence yesterday Mr. Cook's 

remarks on Port Pirie were inadvertently applied to Port Adelaide. The paragraph in question 

should have read:—"The people of Port Pirie are always growling about the water supply, but 

in 11 years I have only known one instance where there was cause for complaint. Cleaning of 

the mains subsequently remedied the fault." 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Monday 31 October 1932, page 12 

FIRE AT PORT PIRIE 

Three-Roomed House Destroyed 

PORT PIRIE, October 30. 

About 12 o'clock last night the home of Mr. James Henry Carn, about 2½ miles from the town 

on the Port Germein road, was destroyed by fire. The owner, his wife, and two children had a 

very narrow escape, for they had gone to bed at 9 o'clock, and all were fast asleep when the 

fire started. Mrs. Carn, however, was awakened by the crackling of the flames, and was in 

time to rouse the other inmates. The place was well alight when they got outside. The fire 

brigade responded promptly to the alarm, but it was impossible to save any part of the 

premises, which consisted of three rooms constructed of wood and iron. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 31 October 1932, page 2 

HOUSE GUTTED 

MIDNIGHT BLAZE ON PORT GERMEIN ROAD 

A SMALL wood and iron house, occupied by Mr. J. H. Carn, on Port Germein Road, was 

destroyed by fire shortly after midnight on Sunday. Pirie fire brigade, which received a call at 

12.20 o'clock on Sunday morning, arrived at the scene of the fire too late to save the dwelling. 

The building was gutted and its contents destroyed. They were covered by Mercantile Mutual 

Insurance Company. 

It is understood that Mr. Carn, who is an invalid pensioner, was sleeping at the time of the 

outbreak. He was awakened by a crackling noise, and found the house filled with smoke. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 15 November 1932, page 2 

Grass Fire at Risdon Park 

A grass fire broke out in a vacant allotment in Arthur street, Risdon Park, shortly before 3 

o'clock yesterday afternoon. 

Port Pirie Fire Brigade received a call at 2.58 and responded with fire engine and four men. 

The firemen soon extinguished the blaze, which caused no damage to property. 
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Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 30 November 1932, page 3 

CAR ALIGHT 

Short Circuit The Cause 

PROMPT ACT AVERTS DAMAGE 

Due to a short circuit in the cable from the battery, a motor car owned by Mr. Thomas 

Swanson, of 47 Angas street, Lower Mitcham, caught fire in Ellen street near Prests Limited 

yesterday afternoon. Very little damage was done, and the blaze was quickly extinguished by 

Mr. W. Scott, manager of Murdock's Garage, Ellen street, who promptly disconnected one of 

the terminals from the battery. 

Pirie Fire Brigade received a telephone call to the scene of the mishap at about 3 o'clock, but 

the fire was out when the firemen arrived. The car was standing unoccupied when the fire 

occurred. Mr. Swanson had arrived in Pirie from Adelaide a few minutes before the short 

circuit caused the blaze. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Tuesday 6 December 1932, page 6 

REPORTS FROM RURAL CENTRES 

PORT PIRIE 

A motor car belonging to Mr. Thomas Swanson, of Angas road, Lower Mitcham, caught fire in 

Ellen street. The owner had just left it and entered a business establishment when the blaze 

was noticed by passers-by. The Fire Brigade was summoned, but before it could arrive the 

flames had been subdued by Mr. W. Scott. No great damage was done. The cause of the fire 

was a short circuit in the cable from the battery. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Wednesday 28 December 1932, page 8 

Fire In Port Pirie Storeroom 

PORT PIRIE, December 27 

About £100 worth of damage was done when a fire broke out in the storeroom of the 

Smelters' co-operative store about 3.30 p.m. today. Mr. E. O'Callaghan, who lives near the 

store, gave the alarm. Soon after the brigade arrived and the fire was extinguished. The blaze 

started in a compartment adjoining the main storeroom, and a window of the grocery 

department was broken by the heat. Had the brigade arrived a few minutes later the fire 

would probably have reached the main store. A quantity of biscuits, cakes, and other goods 

was destroyed, and the woodwork was also damaged. The store was closed when the fire 

broke out, and the cause of the outbreak is unknown. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 28 December 1932, page 1 

BLAZE AT SMELTERS STORE 

DAMAGE ESTIMATED AT £100; TIMELY ALARM 

FLAMES FAIL TO REACH MAIN BUILDING BEFORE BRIGADE ARRIVES 

Compartment Near Storeroom Suffer 

DAMAGE estimated at £100 was done to stock and fittings when a fire broke out in a 

compartment adjoining the storeroom at Broken Hill Associated Smelters Co-operative Store 

yesterday afternoon. 

Had it not been for the prompt action of Mr. E. O'Callaghan, of 2 Ellen street, who gave the 

alarm, the fire would have reached the main store. The flames had already reached the 

window of the grocery department when the fire brigade arrived. 
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FORCING a hole in the iron partition at the eastern, side of the storeroom, firemen soon had 

a hose inside the building and within a short time of their arrival the fire was under control. 

The cause of the outbreak is unknown, for the store had been closed since Christmas Eve. 

Little damage to stock was done, as far as can be ascertained, but some of the fittings in the 

compartment, which contained tins of biscuits, cakes of soap, and other similar goods, were 

badly damaged. 

NO SERIOUS DAMAGE 

So close had the fire approached the window of the grocery department in the main store, 

that the glass broke, leaving clear access for the flames. 

Piled against the thick wall inside the grocery section were tins of jam, preserved fruits, and 

other goods, but these were not damaged, although the heat of the fire on the other side of 

the wall had caused the window to fall away. 

Mr. O'Callaghan, who lives close to the store, saw smoke issuing from the roof of the building 

about 3.30 o'clock. He then noticed flames through the southern window. Mr. O'Callaghan 

immediately gave the alarm, and within a few minutes the fire brigade arrived with Station 

Officer Bland in charge. 

As the building was closed, the firemen had to force an entry by tearing open a portion of the 

iron partition of the storeroom. The rear of the store was thick with smoke, but the firemen 

soon had the blaze subdued. 

WOODWORK SUFFERS 

Mr. D. Yates (acting general super-intendent of the Smelters), Mr. C. H. Impett (chairman of 

the Co-operative Council), and other Smelter officials arrived soon after the alarm was given. 

Plainclothes-Constable Phillips and Constables Pawling, Wehr, and Hansbury were promptly 

on the scene, and Mr. G. C. Leaker (coroner) was later summoned. 

A quantity of biscuits, cakes of soap, and other goods were destroyed. The woodwork of the 

compartment was also charred. The fire did not have time to spread to the main storeroom at 

the rear of the building. 

The police are preparing a report for the coroner. The whole of the stock in the store is 

insured for £18,000, and the building for £6,000. 

1933 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 6 January 1933, page 2 

HOUSE GUTTED AT ELLENDALE 

Flames Fanned By Strong Wind 

BRIGADE POWERLESS 

A SIX-ROOMED wood and iron house owned by Mr. R. P. Hudson, in Evelyn street, 

Ellendale, was totally destroyed by fire early yesterday afternoon. 

The house was occupied by Mr. A. Hudson, a son of the owner, and his wife and five children. 

The building and contents were insured. Mr, R. P. Hudson is staying with his daughter, Mrs. J. 

R. Dunbar, of Mitcham. 

Pirie Fire Brigade received a call from Ellendale fire alarm about 3.30, and on arrival found 

the house well alight. A strong southerly wind fanned the flames, and it was not long before 

the house was completely gutted. 

OCCUPANT UNEMPLOYED 
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Mr. Hudson, who owned the furniture in the house, has been unemployed for about two 

years. Mr. Hudson was in the back yard of the premises playing with his children when a 

neighbor told him that the house was alight. Mrs. Hudson was not at home. Mr. Hudson, it is 

stated, entered the building and saw that the fire had apparently originated in the front portion 

of the house. 

The alarm was immediately given, but the fire had taken too strong a hold to allow a save to 

be effected. The brigade found its task a hopeless one, due principally to the fact that a strong 

wind was blowing and that the doors and windows of the house were wide open when the fire 

broke out. Constable Pawling is preparing a report for the coroner. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Monday 9 January 1933, page 9 

Third Fire In Ten Days At Port Pirie 

PORT PIRIE, January 8. 

The fire brigade has been called to three fires within the last ten days. The third call came 

yesterday afternoon, when flames were noticed in the shop of Mr. C. Tremellen, hairdresser 

and tobacconist, Ellen street, between the E.S. and A. Bank and Messrs. H. A. and W. 

Goode's general store. The premises belong to the latter firm. The stock in the front shop was 

destroyed, and much damage was also done in the saloon. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 9 January 1933, page 1 

BLAZE IN ELLEN STREET 

TOBACCONIST SHOP DAMAGED 

Timely Alarm; Mr. C. Tremellen's Loss 

SEVERE damage was done to stock and fittings when a fire broke out in the tobacconist shop 

occupied by Mr. C. Tremellen, Ellen street, early on Saturday afternoon. 

The fire was gaining a fairly strong hold on the premises, which adjoin those of A. H. and W. 

Goode, when the fire brigade arrived. The blaze, which was centred in the front portion of the 

shop, was soon extinguished after the greater portion of the stock and fittings had been 

destroyed. 

The building suffered comparatively little damage. Everything was in order and all doors were 

securely fastened when Mr. Tremellon left his shop soon after 1 p.m. Mr. D. Hancock, an 

employe of Mr. Tremellen saw smoke issuing from the shop about 1.40 and immediately gave 

the alarm. The brigade arrived promptly and soon had the blaze under control. The stock and 

fittings were insured for £300. 

The cause of the fire is unknown, but it is thought that it started underneath the shop counter. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 21 January 1933, page 4 

HOUSE GUTTED AT PIRIE ESTATE 

Poor Water Service Hampers Brigade 

SPIRIT HEATER UPSET 

A FOUR-ROOMED wood and iron house, owned and occupied by Mrs. R. Thompson, in 

Moppett road, Pirie Estate, was totally destroyed by fire last night. 

Owing to the lack of an adequate water service the fire brigade, which responded promptly to 

the call, was unable to effect a save. When the firemen arrived the house was ablaze from 

end to end. 



Port Pirie Fire Brigade.docx 
Page 220 of 318 

SA Country Fire Service Promotions Unit 
www.fire-brigade.asn.au 

9 June 2026 

Mrs. Thompson, it is stated, was boiling a kettle of water in the kitchen with a methylated spirit 

heater, and left the room for a few minutes to speak to a neighbor. Apparently the lamp 

overturned during her absence, for when she returned the room was well alight. The house 

and contents were insured. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 2 February 1933, page 2 

MUST PAY MORE 

COUNCIL'S CONTRIBUTION TO FIRE BRIGADE INCREASED 

The Fire Brigades Board has notified Port Pirie Council, that the contribution of the 

corporation toward the estimated sum of expenditure for the year is £201. 

Mr. Garrett (town clerk) informed the council that this was an increase of about £60 over and 

above the council's estimate. He had thought that it might be less this year, but the increase 

was due to the board having purchased the fire brigade building, and payment off the 

mortgage had had the effect of increasing the council's contribution. It was decided that 

further information be sought regarding the corporation contribution. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 8 February 1933, page 2 

RUSHED INTO BURNING HOUSE 

PENSIONER HAS NARROW ESCAPE 

FIERCE BLAZE IN PIRIE WEST 

OWNED and occupied by Mr. D. Piconi, an invalid pensioner, a four-roomed wood-and-iron 

house, 33 Pavlich street, Pirie West, was totally destroyed by fire shortly after 3.30 o'clock 

yesterday afternoon. 

Mr. Piconi had his hair and eyebrows badly singed when he dashed into one of the burning 

rooms to recover a box containing some personal belongings.  

"I think your house is on fire." Mr. Piconi, who lived alone in the house, was mixing paint in a 

shed in the backyard when Mrs. A. Smith, a neighbor, called out this warning. Mr. Piconi 

immediately rushed into the burning house and grabbed a box in the back room. Flames 

swept toward him, and he narrowly escaped being severely burned. 

SINGED HAIR 

Still holding the box Mr. Piconi ran outside uninjured except for badly singed hair and 

eyebrows. Mr. R. Grey, who was passing the house at the time, gave the alarm and the fire 

brigade arrived a few minutes later. The house was well alight by this time, and it was not 

long before the building and contents were completely destroyed. 

The house was insured for £200 and the contents for £50 with the Liverpool, London, and 

Globe Insurance Company, Limited. Mr. Piconi was formerly employed at the Smelters. He is 

61 years of age. His naturalisation papers were destroyed. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 13 February 1933, page 1 

EARLY MORNING BLAZE 

TOBACCONIST SHOP SUFFERS 

Damage Estimated at £300; Stock Not Insured 

DAMAGE estimated at £300 was caused by a fire which occurred at Mr. George Gummow's 

tobacconist shop, Ellen street, early yesterday morning. 
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Mr. Gummow has suffered a severe loss, for the stock and fitting's, which were totally 

destroyed, were not insured. A police officer on duty in Ellen street, seeing smoke issuing 

from the shop, immediately gave the alarm and the fire brigade arrived a few minutes later. 

By this time, however, the shop was well alight and despite the efforts of the firemen, the 

whole of the stock and fittings were destroyed. Mr. Gummow valued the stock at £200 and the 

fittings at £100. But for the skilful work of the brigade the blaze may have spread to the 

premises of the Commonwealth Bank, which adjoins the shop. The fire, however, was 

prevented from spreading, and no damage was done to the buildings on either side. 

The shop, which is owned by Mr. W. Morrow, was insured. In the saloon the chairs and 

hairdressing appliances were damaged, but not beyond repair. Mr. Gummow will conduct his 

saloon next door to the damaged premises from this morning. 

Call to Pirie West 

The brigade received another call last night when a man visited the station and reported that 

a fire had occurred in a house at Pirie West. On arrival al Ottilind street, the firemen 

discovered that a coat had caught alight in the home of Mr. T. E. Baldwin, and one of the 

doors in the house was charred. No other damage was done. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Tuesday 14 February 1933, page 5 

Early Morning Fire At Port Pirie 

PORT PIRIE, February 12. 

But for the prompt arrival of the fire brigade to a call about 2.45 am. today, the block of 

buildings at the intersection of Ellen and David streets, owned by Mr. Morrow M.L.C. must 

have been destroyed. These comprise the Commonwealth Bank, a tobacconist's and 

hairdressing saloon, and an empty shop. No one was sleeping on any of these premises, 

which are all two-storey buildings.  

Mr. M. Baker, who lives in the adjoining block, was returning from a fishing excursion, when 

he noticed the reflection of flames in the front window of Mr. George Gummow's hairdressing 

saloon, which is next to the bank. He gave the alarm. The fire spread through the shop. The 

firemen prevented the spread of the fire. Mr. Gummow's shop was gutted, and the stock 

destroyed. 
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Extreme right building is where the fire occurred. 

State Library of South Australia - Touring in S.A. and Victoria : Port Pirie [B 61788/5], Views 

taken during the West Broken Hill Football Club tours of South Australia and Victoria, 1925 : 

Ellen Street, Port Pirie. 1925. Part of Album Collection. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 15 February 1933, page 1 

MIDNIGHT FIRE AT SOLOMONTOWN 

FOUR-ROOMED HOUSE AND CONTENTS DESTROYED 

NARROW ESCAPE FOR SLEEPING CHILDREN 

SHORTLY before midnight last night a fire broke out in a house in Coppinger road at the 

eastern extremity of Solomontown, 250 yds. north of the Vacuum Oil Company's depot. The 

house, occupied by Mr. John Bernard Carn and family, with its contents, was totally 

destroyed, the occupants escaping with only the clothing they were wearing. 

Two small children, who were asleep, had a narrow escape from being caught in the flames. 

They were dragged out by the parents in the nick of time. The fire brigade received a call by 

telephone at a few minutes to midnight. On arrival it was found that little could be done, for 

the structure had burned furiously, aided by a strong easterly wind from the open country 

beyond. A few minutes after the outbreak the house was in ruins. 

Mr. Carn, who with his family, took refuge with Mr. H. J. Oxlade, his next door neighbor, said 

that he and his wife were retiring at about 11.30. He was carrying a lighted lamp from the 

diningroom to the bedroom when he tripped over a mat and fell. The lamp burst on striking 

the floor, and almost immediately the room was in flames. 

Mrs. Carn rushed into a room where her two children—Patricia, (aged 9) and Kathleen (3) 

were sleeping. Blinded by smoke and heat she reached Patricia, while Mr. Carn dragged 

Kathleen from her bed as sparks commenced to fall upon her. The younger child's face was 
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blackened by smoke, but the parents got them out into the open air just as the whole house 

became a sheet of flame. 

As soon as Mr. Carn got his children clear he raced on foot to Mr. J. Backstrom's house and 

gave the alarm by telephone. The brigade turned out under Station Officer J. Koskee (of 

Unley, relieving Station Officer Bland). 

There was no chance to save anything. The roof and two walls collapsed. With a good flow of 

water the firemen soon had the flames out. Showers of sparks flew over on to Mr. Oxlade's 

house and outbuildings, which were in danger for a time. 

The contents of the house were partially covered by insurance, with the London and 

Lancashire Company. Mr. James Carn (a brother) is the owner of the house. He is at present 

in Adelaide, and it is not yet known whether he had it covered by insurance. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 28 February 1933, page 2 

FIRE BRIGADE HAS BUSY DAY 

Three Calls Yesterday 

Little Damage Done 

ALTHOUGH Pirie Fire Brigade received three calls yesterday, it had little difficulty in coping 

with its tasks, and small damage was reported. 

At 5.30 a.m. a ring was received from the police stating that a small fire was burning in the 

yard of H. A. and W. Goode, in Florence street. It was not necessary to run out hose, a few 

buckets of water being all that was required to put out the fire. It was caused through hot 

ashes having been deposited near some rubbish. 

At 1.58 p.m., when the wind was blowing strongly, a telephone message was taken to the 

effect that a heap of rubbish in an Amanda street block was alight. On arrival the brigade 

found Mr. Buckley Joyce attacking the burning dump with his long garden hose. Only a few 

minutes were taken up in dealing with this outbreak. 

The third call came at 3.31, when the brigade rushed to David street to handle a fire that had 

broken out in an outhouse at the rear of the Commonwealth Bank. The room was well alight, 

but a good flow of water quelled the flames. The building and its contents (which were of no 

great value) were damaged badly. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 13 March 1933, page 1 

MYSTERY BLAZE 

In Mary-Elie Street 

.. Brigade Prevents Fire Spreading in Empty House 

Mystery surrounds the cause of a small fire which broke out in an empty wood and iron house 

in Little Mary-Elie street shortly before mid-day on Saturday. Seeing thin wisps of smoke 

issuing from the house a neighbor, Mr. Sully, gave the alarm and the fire brigade arrived in 

time to extinguish the blaze before any serious damage was done. There was no furniture in 

the house, which had been unoccupied for some time. It is understood that the building is 

owned by a Greek. The police are making enquiries. 

News (Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1954), Monday 10 April 1933, page 1 

SHOP DESTROYED IN PORT PIRIE FIRE 

PORT PIRIE. Monday.—When the grocery shop of Mr. L. Rodda, grocer, of Port Pirie West, 

was destroyed by fire early today, several hundreds of pounds worth of damage was done. 
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When the fire brigade arrived at 1.45 a.m. the building was well alight, and, despite the efforts 

of the firemen, the shop and contents were gutted. The property and contents were insured. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Tuesday 11 April 1933, page 10 

Port Pirie Store Burnt 

PORT PIRIE, April 10. 

Early today Mr. Lionel Rodda's store at Port Pirie West was destroyed by fire. When the 

brigade arrived at 1.45 a.m. the building, which was of wood and iron, was well alight. The 

strong north wind nullified the firemen's efforts. The main portion of the building was 

destroyed and the storeroom, formerly used as a residence, was badly damaged. Mr. Rodda 

said that he was on the premises at 11.30 a.m. on Sunday. On two or three occasions the 

store had been broken into. The building was insured for £650, and the stock and fittings for 

£1,000. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 11 April 1933, page 2 

BLAZE AT RODDA'S STORE 

Damage Estimated at £1,600 

BUILDING GUTTED 

DAMAGE estimated at £1,600 was done when the shop of Mr. Lionel Rodda, grocer and 

general storekeeper, at the corner of Revell street and The Terrace, Pirie West, was totally 

destroyed by fire early yesterday morning. 

Pirie Fire Brigade received a call by telephone at 1.45 o'clock, and on arrival found that the 

shop and adjoining storerooms were well alight. Three lines of hose were used, but owing to a 

strong northerly wind and the advanced state of the blaze it was impossible to effect a save. 

Two police officers on duty in the main streets of the town saw the reflection of the fire playing 

on the windows of W. H. Moyle's factory, David street, and thinking that the building was 

alight, broke the fire alarm, near Mr. Pelham's butcher shop in Ellen street. The brigade, 

however, had already arrived at Rodda's shop, which was blazing from end to end. 

A remarkable feature of the fire was the fact that six tins of methylated spirit which were 

stored in a room at the rear of the shop had not exploded, although their wooden casings 

were completely destroyed. The tins had been badly twisted by the terrific heat, but had not 

opened. 

The stock and fittings were insured with the Royal Exchange Insurance Company for £ 1,000 

and the building for £600. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 25 April 1933, page 2 

FIRE CHIEFS HERE 

INSPECTION OF PIRIE BRIGADE 

On a departmental tour of inspection, members of the South Australian Fire Brigades Board, 

visited Port Pirie yesterday. 

The visitors, who were passengers on the Moonta, were:—Messrs. H. Jackson (chairman), J. 

E. Dickie (superintendent), P. E. T. Whyly, R. H. Smith, and A. J. W. Lewis. The party 

inspected the local fire brigade station during the morning, and were much impressed with the 

efficiency of Pirie firemen. 

News (Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1954), Monday 1 May 1933, page 5 

FIRE DAMAGES SHOP AT PORT PIRIE 
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PORT PIRIE, Monday.—While the occupants of adjoining premises were asleep a fire broke 

out in a shop owned by Mr. and Mrs. O. Caputo, at Alfa terrace, Solomontown. The fire 

brigade prevented any serious damage being done to the premises. A child sleeping in an 

adjoining house was awakened by the sound of the crackling flames. The other occupants 

were soon out of bed, and gave the alarm. The contents of the shop were not damaged. The 

building was not insured, and the damage to it is estimated to be £20. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 2 May 1933, page 1 

SEEING THE REAL THING 

Picture Patrons Forsake Theatre to Watch Fire 

FLORENCE STREET OUTBREAK 

PICTURE lovers who visited Austral Theatre last night were just getting over the thrill of 

seeing a hayrick on fire in the film "Bill the Conqueror" when they had a taste of the real 

thing—not a hayrick this time, but a house. 

Shortly after 9 o'clock Mr. G. M. Wherlock and his wife, who were in bed in the front room of 

their house at 53 Florence street, were aroused by the ringing of the doorbell and the shouts 

of passers-by. A fire had broken out in a back room of the house. Willing helpers did their best 

to quell the outbreak until the arrival of Port Pirie Fire Brigade, which was summoned by 

Constable Rainsford. The brigade soon quelled the flames. 

Wanted to Rescue Belongings 

Mrs Wherlock wanted to go back into the fire to rescue what belongings she could, and had to 

be detained by force. Her husband said that it would not be possible properly to estimate the 

damage until the morning. He said that William Todd, a son of Mrs. Wherlock lost all his 

belongings in the fire, which severely damaged the back room. Miss Eunice Clarke, who was 

on duty at Austral Theatre, noticed the flames, and soon a stream of people who had quickly 

forgotten the thrills of the screen in the excitement of a real fire made their way across the 

road to the house which is almost opposite the theatre. Mounted-Constable Hudson is 

preparing a report. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 12 May 1933, page 3 

HOUSE ON FIRE AT SOLOMONTOWN 

Neighbors Save Furniture 

A THREE-roomed dwelling and lean-to in Solomontown were seriously damaged by fire 

yesterday morning. Only a small quantity of furniture was saved. The house, which was 

situated at 17 Western street, Solomontown, was occupied by Mr. Lawlor.  

Mr. Lawlor, who was in the backyard when he noticed the outbreak, sent some children to 

telephone Port Pirie Fire Brigade. The call was put through from Globe Hotel, Solomontown, 

about a quarter of a mile from the house. The brigade received the call at 11.16 a.m. 

Flames Get firm Hold 

The building was well alight when the brigade arrived. All the contents were destroyed except 

a small quantity of furniture removed by neighbors before the arrival of the brigade. The 

building was insured, for £150 and the contents for £100. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 12 May 1933, page 3 

MEMORIAL PARK GRASSFIRE SOON EXTINGUISHED 

At 7.48 last night Port Pirie Fire Brigade received a call to a grass fire near the tennis courts 

at Memorial Park. The flames were extinguished in a few minutes. 
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Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 30 August 1933, page 3 

WHEN THE AMBULANCE GOES FORTH 

QUESTION OF BOUNDARY 

How far Pirie's motor ambulance may go from its garage in the event of accident was a query 

made by Ald. Watts at Monday night's council meeting. 

"In the event of an accident occurring near Crystal Brook," he asked, "would it be right for the 

motor to leave the town for the case?" The town clerk explained that it could do so only in an 

urgent case. The Fire Brigade should not take the call and send the ambulance out without 

reference to the council office. In a recent case of accident, he said, the ambulance had gone 

out, and was back in Pirie in about two hours. 

(The case referred to was one in which a motorcyclist crashed during the 12-hour trial on 

August 19.) 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 18 October 1933, page 1 

FIRE AT PIRIE WEST 

R.S.A. PRESIDENT'S HOUSE IN FLAMES 

GOOD WORK BY FIRE BRIGADE 

THERE was a blaze in Second street, Port Pirie West, yesterday afternoon, when the home 

of Mr. H. J. Edwards (president of Port Pirie sub-branch of Returned Sailors and Soldiers' 

Imperial League) was seriously damaged. 

Mr. A. Gray, who also resides in Second street, gave the alarm. Shortly after 3 o'clock he 

noticed smoke issuing from the side of the house, which is a four-roomed iron dwelling, match 

lined. He communicated by telephone with Port Pirie Fire Brigade. 

The brigade received the call at 3.10, and Station Officer T. W. Bland and three men were 

quickly on the scene with one appliance. The flames had a good grip on the front of the 

building, which was well alight when the brigade arrived. Excellent work was performed by the 

fire-fighters, who had the outbreak well under control in a few minutes. At 3.50 they had 

returned to the station. Station Officer Bland said that, had the brigade received the call three 

or four minutes later, the whole building would have been gutted. There was a strong 

northerly wind blowing at the time. 

BEDROOM GUTTED 

Fortunately, there was a fire plug near the burning dwelling, and the firemen were assisted by 

a good water pressure. The two front rooms of the house suffered the most damage. The 

bedroom was gutted, and the furniture destroyed. The ceiling of the sitting room fell in, and 

furniture was badly scorched. The two back rooms were slightly damaged. Both house and 

contents were covered by insurance. There was no occupant when the outbreak occurred. 

Constable Corey is preparing a report for the coroner. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 18 October 1933, page 2 

LOCAL STATION ONE OF BEST EQUIPPED IN STATE 

MEN HAVE MANY JOBS BESIDES FIGHTING THE FLAMES 

FIRE! Bells clang and lights flash on! Immediately the fire station comes to life. In a minute or 

two the driver has leapt into his seat. He wastes no time to see if all the men are at their 

stations—they are always there on time. The engine roars, and the machine speeds away to 

the scene of the outbreak. That is the Pirie Brigade, noted for its promptitude in answering 

calls. 
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CITIZENS of this town need have no doubts about the service they will get from their 

firefighters in the event of a big blaze. They have one of the most efficient and best equipped 

stations in the State. One has only to peep in at the door of the Pirie Station to realise what a 

highly trained branch of the public service is the Fire Brigade. Spotless floors, gleaming 

brasswork, and the atmosphere of efficiency and readiness that pervades the entire building 

speak worlds. 

Pirie's Station is equipped with all the latest appliances. The big Dennis patent turbine pump, 

capable of pumping 600 gallons of water a minute, stands ready to throb into action at a 

moment's notice. This engine is one of the most up to date in the State. It is used for boosting 

water from the town mains or lifting water from the river, and is fitted with deep lift suction 

valves. It carries 1,800 ft. of hose! 

4,900 FEET OF HOSE 

The station's full complement of hose is 4,900 ft. The Reo first-aid appliance, which is used as 

a carrier, carries 1,800 ft. of hose, salvage sheets, smoke helmets, and most of the small gear 

required at a fire. The steam pump, a mass of shining brasswork, which is retained as a 

standby in case of a breakdown on the main pump, is capable of 350 gallons a minute. The 

furnace is kept filled with paper, chips, and coal, so that it can be lighted immediately when 

required to come into action. This appliance used to be drawn by horses in the "good old 

days," but now it is towed behind the utility truck. 

Pirie Station is the largest outside Adelaide and Port Adelaide. Indeed, it is the only station 

outside the metropolitan area and Gawler that carries a permanent staff. Station Officer T. W. 

Bland, who is responsible for the whole of the Pirie district, has eight men under him. In 

addition to the permanent staff, there are two auxiliary firemen attached to the station for 

theatre duties. 

LATEST APPLIANCES 

The motor ambulance retained by the brigade receives an average of 250 calls a year. It is 

driven by one of the firemen, and is kept in readiness to answer a call immediately, day or 

night. Pirie Station is splendidly equipped with the latest types of firefighting apparatus. There 

are a number of respirators and different types of gas helmets stowed away in the cubicles on 

the big machine and the first-aid appliance. The station has just been issued with Burrell all-

service type gas masks. These are used for fire-fighting in the basements of buildings and in 

fires on board ships. 

The telephone exchange does not worry the firemen when they wish to communicate with 

head station. Portable telephones enable them to get into touch with their headquarters direct 

from the alarms. 

Station-Officer Bland has had 33 years' continuous service in the South Australian brigade. 

He joined in January, 1901. He came to Pirie for the first time in 1906, and was assistant 

officer here for 12 months. Then he was moved to Norwood, where he was in charge of the 

district for 17 years. For five years after that he was attached to the station at Port Adelaide. 

Three years ago Station-Officer Bland was appointed to take charge of Pirie district. During 

his service in the South Australian brigade he has attended most of the big fires in this State. 

FIREMAN'S MANY DUTIES 

Anyone not knowing the inner workings of a fire station might imagine that between fires the 

men have nothing to do but sit round and wait for something to happen. But this is certainly 

not so. Every week the alarms are tested. Periodically, of course, there is drill. Apart from this 

a fireman has numerous odd jobs to do. Repairs to plant and premises, and even painting, 

are attended to by the men. Not even for electrical repairs is outside help sought. 
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It is doubtful whether there is a building in Pirie that is kept as spic and span and well repaired 

as the Fire Station. The yard is beyond reproach. There is hardly a stick or stone out of place. 

A garden, neatly bordered with a wall of large pebbles plastered together, is evidence that 

firemen can do other things besides quench flames. All round the station are odd pieces of 

carpentry and knick-knacks made by the men. Even condemned hose is not wasted. It is 

transformed into mats and carpet runners. And even fringes are worked on the salvage 

sheets. 

According to Station-Officer Bland, there is more work to do after a fire than while it is actually 

raging. All the hoses must be tested, scrubbed, and dried. 

DO OWN COOKING 

The men do their own cooking, too. The men take it in turns to prepare the meals. They work 

three days and have one day off. In their spare time they can amuse themselves in the billiard 

room or playing cards. 

Firefighting today is a much more dangerous task than it was years ago, according to Station-

Officer Bland. Nowaday firemen have to cope with petrol and inflammable oils. Often they go 

into the scene of a fire with their lives in their hands, risking an explosion. 

The chief of Pirie Station is proud of his men. He has good reason to be. Pirie may be 

pardoned if it boasts that it possesses one of the finest firefighting combinations in the State. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 20 October 1933, page 1 

Small Grass Fire 

Yesterday morning at 10.30 Pirie Fire Brigade received a call to Martin street, Risdon Park, 

where a large patch of thick, tall grass in the back-yard of Mr. J. H. S. Leahey's property had 

caught fire. 

By the time the firemen had reached the scene the flames had no more fuel, and had died 

down. None of the fences was damaged. In very few minutes the yard was cleared of grass. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 7 December 1933, page 2 

Small Fire in Washhouse 

Shortly after 11 a.m. yesterday Port Pirie Fire Brigade received a telephone call to a house in 

Eighth street occupied by Mr. J. Cocks. Upon arrival the brigade found that a spark from a 

copper had ignited portion of the contents of the washhouse, and that some window curtains 

had been destroyed. No damage was done to the building. Building and contents were 

insured. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 30 December 1933, page 1 

FIREWOOD STACK BURNED 

NO WATER FOR BRIGADE 

Pirie Fire Brigade received a call at 5 o'clock yesterday afternoon by telephone from Hyde & 

Son's brick and lime kilns, on Port Davis road, Hundred of Pirie. 

On arrival they found a stack of about two tons of sheoak fuel well alight. There was no water 

available, and the firemen concentrated on preventing a spread of the fire to other stacks 

nearby. In this they were successful. Little damage was done. 

1934 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 2 January 1934, page 1 

SEVERE DAMAGE BY FIRE 
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ALEXANDER STREET PREMISES IN FLAMES 

Brigade Helped By Good Water Supply 

THE hairdressing and tobacconist shop at 19 Alexander street, was severely damaged by fire 

yesterday evening. The flames secured a good hold on the building, but good work by Port 

Pirie Brigade caused the outbreak to be well under control in a short space of time. 

The stock and fittings of the tobacconist shop, which is sub-let to Mr. John Dennelly, were 

severely damaged by the flames. The building and contents of the shop are covered by 

insurance. 

The hairdressing saloon, which is occupied by Mr. L. D. Langsford, was also severely 

damaged. The contents are not insured. The building itself was only slightly damaged. 

The brigade received a call by fire alarm at 6.31 p.m. On arrival it was found that the flames 

had a good hold on the front portion of the premises. The firemen arrived on the scene just in 

time to prevent the flames getting through the ceiling to the roof. They were assisted by an 

excellent water supply in getting the outbreak under control in quick time. 

It is a coincidence that a fire occurred in the same vicinity on New Year's Day 35 years ago. 

On that occasion the water supply was so poor that a bucket brigade had to be formed to 

assist the firemen. Extensive damage was caused to the building. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 9 January 1934, page 2 

HOUSE GUTTED 

Blaze at Risdon Park 

PREMISES UNOCCUPIED 

AN unoccupied four-roomed house in Inglis street, Risdon Park, was completely destroyed by 

fire shortly after 4.30 o'clock yesterday afternoon. The house, which was owned by Mr. C. R. 

Arbon, butcher, of 149 Three Chain road, Soolmontown, was almost gutted when the Fire 

Brigade arrived, and within a few minutes the whole building was a total wreck. 

The brigade received a call at 4.30, and on arrival it was found that the roof of the burning 

house had already collapsed. The nearest fire plug was 600 ft. away from the house and the 

water pressure was only fair. Mr. Arbon, it is understood, had been working in the house 

earlier in the afternoon, and left the premises about 3.30. He had been engaged in effecting 

repairs to the building. The house was insured with the Adelaide Fire Company. 

News (Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1954), Monday 15 January 1934, page 5 

SAVED FROM FIRE 

Man Sleeps As Home Burns 

PORT PIRIE. Monday.—When his house was destroyed by fire early today Mr. C. L. Gray, 

Labor nominee for the Senate. of May street, Tennyson Extension, had a narrow escape from 

being burned to death. Mr. Gray is a vice-president of the Australian Workers' Union. He was 

not aware of his peril, and was sleeping while the house was in flames. A passer-by had 

difficulty in arousing him. When the Port Pirie Fire Brigade arrived the whole of the roof of the 

house, which was of wood and iron, was alight. The woodwork round the top of the building 

was a wreath of fire. The building was like a huge beacon, and it was obvious that it could not 

be saved. The work of the brigade was hampered by an insufficient supply of water, and 

shortly after arrival a water main burst, and this greatly reduced the pressure.  

LIGHTS FAIL  
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Mr. J. Porter, who was passing the house in a motor car, banged on the door and awakened 

Mr. Gray, who was the only occupant. Mr. Gray later said that poisonous gases or smoke 

must have affected him, as it was some time before he was awakened by Porter banging on 

the door. The room was full of smoke, he said. He groped for the electric light switch, but the 

lights had fused. He felt his way to the door. He re-entered the burning building, and saved a 

few articles, but the smoke became so dense that he was unable to stay in the house long. 

Among the contents destroyed were books valued at about £80. Mrs. Gray and the children 

are on holiday in Adelaide. The house was insured. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 15 January 1934, page 1 

NARROW ESCAPE FROM BURNING HOUSE 

PIRIE MAN AWAKENED IN NICK OF TIME 

HOME OF MR. C. L. GRAY TOTALLY DESTROYED IN EARLY MORNING BLAZE 

MR. C. L. Gray (vice-president of the Australian Workers' Union) had a narrow escape from 

death when his home in May street, Tennyson Extension, was totally destroyed by fire in the 

early hours of yesterday morning. Mr. Gray, unaware of his peril, was sleeping while the 

house was in flames, and a passerby had difficulty in arousing him. 

About 2.30 a.m. Port Pirie Fire Brigade received a call from a fire alarm on York road, which 

had been operated by some men returning home from the Smelters. By then the fire had so 

firm a hold on the building that the glare could be seen from the fire station. When the brigade 

arrived on the scene it was seen that the whole of the roof of the house, which was of wood 

and iron and match-lined, was alight. The woodwork round the top of the building was a 

wreath of fire. The building was like a huge beacon, and it was obvious that the building could 

not be saved. A light easterly wind was blowing at the time. The work of the brigade was 

hampered by an insufficient supply of water. Shortly after its arrival a water main burst, greatly 

reducing the pressure. 

Adjoining House in Danger 

The house of Mr. K. E. Fridman, who is a next-door neighbor of Mr. Gray, was in danger of 

igniting. The heat on that side of the house was so intense that the top portion of a window 

cracked. The firemen played water on the endangered side of Mr. Fridman's house, which 

was so hot that clouds of steam rose when the water touched it. The house was built of the 

same material as Mr. Gray's. Water was played on the burning building for about an hour and 

a quarter. The house and contents were totally destroyed. 

Mr. J. Porter, who was passing in a motor car before the arrival of the brigade, banged on the 

door and awakened Mr. Gray, who was the only occupant at the time. Mr. Gray said last night 

that the poisonous gases from the smoke must have affected him while he was asleep, as it 

was some time before he was awakened by Mr. Porter banging on the door. 

Room Full of Smoke 

The room was full of smoke, he said. He groped for the electric light switch, but the lights had 

fused. He felt his way to the door, grabbed some clothes, and left the house. He left the 

clothes outside and re-entered the burning building. Mr. Gray was able to save a few articles, 

but the smoke became so dense that he was unable to stay in the house long. Among the 

contents of the house that were destroyed were books valued at about £80. Mrs. Gray and 

the children are holidaying in Adelaide. 

The house was covered by insurance. The cause of the fire is unknown. Constable J. Pawlng, 

who was quickly on the scene, is preparing a report for the coroner. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 22 January 1934, page 2 
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SMALL FIRE IN PIRIE TOILET SALON 

Outbreak on Miss Claire O'Callaghan's Premises 

HOSE NOT USED 

SLIGHT damage was done to Miss Claire O'Callaghan's toilet salon in Alexander street in an 

early morning fire on Saturday. Fortunately, there was no draught to feed the flames, and the 

outbreak was soon extinguished. 

About 5.40 a.m. Constable Rainsford noticed smoke issuing from the shop, and promptly 

communicated with the brigade by fire alarm. When the brigade arrived it was found that it 

was not necessary to use a hose, and the outbreak was suppressed with a chemical 

extinguisher and a few buckets of water. The fire destroyed a cane lounge, a small carpet 

square, and linoleum. A hole was burned in the floor. The contents of the premises are 

covered by insurance. Plainclothes-Constable Phillips prepared a report for Mr. W. L Blight 

(acting coroner), who decided that an inquest was unnecessary. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 24 January 1934, page 2 

Station Officer T. W. Bland (officer in charge of Port Pirie Fire Brigade) will leave Pirie today 

for the eastern States, where he will spend his annual leave. Station Officer J. Koskee, of 

Unley, who will relieve Station Officer Bland, arrived in Pirie yesterday. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 13 February 1934, page 1 

GLOBE TIMBER STACK ALIGHT 

BLAZE ON BALTIC WHARF 

28,000 Ft. of Oregon Damaged 

SERIOUS OUTBREAK AVERTED 

PROMPT action by a police officer and expeditious work by Pirie Fire Brigade averted what 

would have been a serious conflagration at the mining timber stacks of Globe Proprietary, 

Limited, at the rear of Baltic Wharf early yesterday afternoon. 

Caused, it is believed, by a discarded cigarette end, a fire broke out at the corner of an 

oregon stack consisting of about 500,000 super ft., and about 28,000 ft. was damaged before 

the blaze was extinguished. The damage is estimated at between £200 and £250. It is stated 

that had the fire continued unchecked for another 10 minutes, the whole of the stack would 

have been endangered. 

Apparently the fire began at the bottom of the stack on the eastern end. separated by only a 

few feet from another large oregon stack. Burning unobserved, the fire had obtained a fairly 

strong hold on the large, dry logs when the blaze was noticed by a man shortly after 12.30 

p.m. He called out to constable Corey, who was near the wharf at the time. Constable Corey 

immediately ran to a fire alarm near the police station and smashed the glass with his fist. 

EFFICIENT BRIGADE 

Exactly a minute after he had given the alarm the brigade had arrived on the scene. The 

oregon logs—10 x 10 in. and about 15 ft. in length—were beginning to blaze fiercely with the 

aid of a strong draught under the stack when the firemen settled down to work, and within a 

brief time the was under control. 

It was lunch for wharf workers when the fire stated, and that accounts for the blaze having 

been unnoticed for perhaps 20 minutes before the alarm was given. Mr. C. McLaughlin 

(manager of Globe Proprietary) passed the spot where the fire started at 12.5 a.m. on his way 

to lunch, and there was then no sign of an outbreak. Many of the logs were badly charred. 
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Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 20 February 1934, page 1 

PERSONAL 

Station Officer T. W. Bland (officer in charge of Port Pirie Fire Brigade) has returned to Pirie 

from annual leave. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 12 March 1934, page 2 

FIRE IN PIRIE BARROOM 

A Timely Discovery 

At 9.30 on Saturday night Pirie Fire Brigade answered a call from the alarm at the corner of 

Norman and Elllen streets. On arrival the firemen were directed to Pirie Hotel, where a small 

fire had been discovered in the front bar. Mr. J. E. Tregilgas (licensee) had smelt smoke and 

investigated. He found fire just gaining hold behind the counter, and got to work with a bucket 

and water. 

When the brigade arrived a hose was run out, but it was not needed. The damage was 

confined to fittings at one end of the counter, which were charred. It is assumed that the fire 

started from a cigarette end or some lighted tobacco having smouldered in a sawdust tray. 

Had it not been noticed until a few minutes later the damage would not have been so slight. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 29 May 1934, page 2 

FIRE IN GERTRUDE STREET 

Severe Damage to Residence of Mr. S. J. Cheesman 

SEVERE damage was caused by a fire at the residence of Mr. S. J. Cheesman, 5 Gertrude 

street, yesterday morning. 

Pirie Fire Brigade was notified of the outbreak by telephone at 8.40 a.m. The brigade found 

on arrival that the rear of the building was well alight. The portion affected was an enclosed 

back verandah, containing a wash house and sleep-out. 

A strong hold had been secured by the flames, and the wash house and a large amount of 

wearing apparel were destroyed before the fire was extinguished. An electric washing 

machine was seriously damaged. 

The sleep-out and contents were also severely damaged. Two rear rooms—kitchen and 

sitting room— were slightly damaged by the flames. It is believed that the outbreak was 

caused by a spark from the copper in the wash house. Dwelling and contents were covered 

by insurance. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 26 June 1934, page 1 

House Afire On Terrace 

INTERIOR BADLY DAMAGED 

SHORTLY before 1 o'clock this morning flames were seen issuing from the house of Mr. W. 

Sullivan, 224 The Terrace, Pirie West. The alarm was given, and the Fire Brigade turned out 

promptly. 

The fire had obtained a good hold, and the interior of the dwelling was badly damaged before 

the firemen gained control. A woman on her way home from a dance, approaching Mr. 

Sullivan's home, saw smoke and flame issuing from the rear of the premises. She 

immediately awakened Mr. George Willcocks, who lives next door. 
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Mr. Horace Sullivan, who was the only occupant at the time, was asleep in the front portion of 

the burning house, and knew nothing of the fire until Mr. Willcocks roused him. The back 

rooms were then a roaring furnace, and the flames were moving toward the front. 

Mr. Willcocks ran to the school corner and rang the fire alarm while Mr. Sullivan caught up 

some clothes and got clear. By the time the brigade arrived the fire was under the gable roof 

of the house, which is of weatherboard. A good flow of water was maintained, and before 

many minutes the danger of complete demolition was over. 

VALUABLE INSTRUMENTS 

In the front room stood a piano, the property of Mr. Sullivan, who is a music teacher. It was 

impossible to enter the house to see how the instrument had fared. In another room was a 

£50 violin which Mr. Sullivan had just reconditioned. It was feared that this instrument was 

destroyed. 

Despite the lateness of the hour a crowd of persons assembled in front of the burning house. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Wednesday 27 June 1934, page 20 

EARLY MORNING FIRE AT PORT PIRIE 

Occupant Of House Aroused By Neighbor 

PORT PIRIE, June 26. 

At one a.m. today the fire brigade, under Station Officer Bland, responded to a call from the 

Terrace, Port Pirie West. The furniture of the back portion of a six-roomed wood-and-iron 

house was burning fiercely. The premises are owned by Mr. W. Sullivan and are occupied by 

his son, Mr. Horace Sullivan, music teacher. The contents of four rear rooms were totally 

destroyed and slight damage was also done by smoke and water to furniture in the front 

rooms. The firemen saved the walls and outer shell of the building. The only person on the 

premises was Mr. Horace Sullivan, who was sleeping in one of the front rooms. He was 

aroused by a neighbor who had been to a dance and noticed the fire at the rear of the 

premises when he came home. A piano and three violins in the front room escaped with little 

damage, but a violin valued at £50, which was in a back room, was completely destroyed. 

The total damage to the building and contents, which were insured, is estimated at £500. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Monday 30 July 1934, page 11 

Early Morning Fire At Port Pirie 

PORT PIRIE, July 29. 

At 4.45 a.m. today the fire brigade, under Station Officer Bland, received a call to the 

premises of Mr. W. S. Starke, in the church circle, Solomontown. The buildings consist of a 

cool drink and confectionery shop, occupied by Mrs. H. C. Francis. Attached to the shop at 

the rear is a large danceroom together with supper and card rooms, and a kitchen. The fire 

was discovered by Mr. K. Swan, who lives next door to the hall. He heard a smashing of glass 

and found that Mrs. Francis's shop was in flames. The firemen had no hope of saving Mrs. 

Francis's shop, and concentrated on the hall at the rear, which was separated from Mrs. 

Francis's portion of the place only by a thin lath and plaster wall. Here the firemen were 

successful, and the damage was comparatively slight. Portion of the ceiling of the dance hall 

collapsed. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 30 July 1934, page 1 

SHOP DESTROYED AT SOLOMONTOWN 

STARK'S HALL IN DANGER 

Sunday Morning Blaze 
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STARK'S Hall, a familiar landmark in Pirie, narrowly escaped being burned out early 

yesterday morning. As it was, a shop and a cloak-room, at the front of the building and their 

contents were destroyed. 

At 4.45 a.m. Pirie Fire Brigade received a call by alarm to the building, the address of which is 

43 Church Circle. On arrival, the brigade found that two shops in front of the hall, occupied by 

Mrs. Hilda C. Francis, who conducted a confectionery business there, was a mass of flames. 

The fireman immediately put two lines of hose to work—one from the front of the building and 

one from the side. 

The shop and cloakroom and their contents were destroyed, but the brigade was able to save 

the dance hall, although woodwork in the roof and portion of the ceiling were damaged before 

the flames were extinguished. 

It was a good save by the brigade, for the structure was principally of wood and iron. The hall 

has a large floor, and there are retiring rooms, spare room, and kitchen. A piano and music in 

the building were covered by a salvage sheet to prevent damage through water, which had to 

be played on the flames in the roof. 

BUILDING NOT INSURED 

The stock in the shop was covered by insurance. Until recently the building, which is owned 

by Mr. W. S. Stark, of Dorothy street, Solomontown, was insured, but the policy was not in 

operation at the time of the fire. 

Mr. R. Swan, who lives next to the building, first realised that something was amiss when he 

heard the crash of a plateglass window. Coming out to investigate, he found that the whole of 

the front of the building was alight. Barefooted, he ran some distance to an alarm near J. and 

R. Forgan's foundry, not knowing that there was an alarm nearer to the scene of the fire. 

So strong a hold had the flames secured when the alarm was first raised that the fireman 

could see the glare in the sky from the station. The firefighters were assisted by favorable 

weather conditions, there being little wind. Most people were in bed at the time, and few saw 

the flames subdued. Several minor explosions occurred, the heat causing bottles and tins to 

burst. 

CAUSE UNKNOWN 

There was nothing to show how the fire originated, the fact that the whole shop was alight 

when the brigade arrived preventing any decision in this direction. Constable J. W. Corner will 

submit a report to Mr. G. C. Leaker (coroner). 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Thursday 16 August 1934, page 15 

TWO LIVES LOST IN PORT PIRIE'S NIGHT OF TERROR 

Babies Swept From Parents' Arms And Drowned 

WHOLE TOWN ALMOST SUBMERGED 

Hundreds Spend Fearful Night On Roof Tops In Gale 

TOWNSPEOPLE UNITE TO HELP THOUSAND HOMELESS 

Government Hurries Relief To Stricken Area 

From Our Special Staff Representative, Who Flew To Port Pirie Yesterday. 

PORT PIRIE, August 15. 

Two lives have been lost, at least a thousand people are homeless, and damage running into 

many thousands of pounds has been caused by the tidal waters which swept into Port Pirie 
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when the embankment gave way on Tuesday night and inundated the greatest part of the 

township. The most pathetic feature of the disaster was the drowning of two babies who were 

swept from the arms of their parents while being carried through the swollen waters to safety. 

The body of one child was recovered this morning; the other is still missing.  

Today, Port Pirie is a scene of desolation. Although the waters have subsided a few feet, the 

township is practically submerged. The residential area of Ellendale suffered most severely. 

Scarcely a house remains occupied, and the whole area is one vast sheet of water. Tuesday 

night was a night of horror. The tidal waters, banked up by a terrific gale, burst through the 

embankment and swept through the streets in a torrent. It is astonishing that the loss of life 

was not greater. The people in the Ellendale district were able to escape in time to avoid the 

waters, and those who were not rescued immediately were forced to spend the night huddled 

together for warmth on the rooftops, or on pieces of furniture, waiting for the dawn. 

[…] 

The fire brigade has been working incessantly for 12 hours on end, pumping out water from 

homes and business premises, and it has done really splendid work. It has not lacked willing 

helpers. The spirit in which all the residents have organised themselves to assist the more 

unfortunate of their number is the one redeeming feature of the havoc which the floods have 

wrought. 

[…] 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 16 August 1934, page 1 

Fire Brigade on The Job 

Continuous Work For One Pump 

The fire brigade's single pump is working continuously, Station Officer T. W. Bland giving 

preference to first applicants for assistance. Early this morning the pump was set at work at 

Mr. H. Watts' Railway Hotel, but water seeped in through the walls too rapidly for the work to 

be effective, and after an hour the appliance was shifted to the premises of H. & W. Goode, 

Ellen street. It has since been working there and at Pirie Hospital. 

It was estimated that there was 800,000 gallons of water in the underground floor at Goode's. 

Septic tanks at the hospital were overflowing. The water was pumped out, and the tanks filled 

again, necessitating further pumping operations. 

It is said that the principal trouble with business people is dislocation of electric power which 

supplied energy for engines continually in use in normal times to keep premises dry. There is 

little likelihood of engines being in working condition until some time after the re-establishment 

of power. 

The ambulance has been speeding to and fro helping refugees. Surprise was expressed that 

Adelaide pumping apparatus had not been requisitioned to assist in work being done by the 

brigade's one appliance. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 20 August 1934, page 1 

PUMPING OPERATIONS 

Work Begun on Vacant Allotments 

Electric Motors Working At Hospital 

The chug-chug of pumps continued ceaselessly in the flooded areas of Pirie yesterday. 

Vacant allotments in low-lying parts of the town are now being attacked to remove the lakes 

of accumulated water. 
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Having done all possible at Mr. H. Watts' Railway Hotel, Main road, Solomontown, and H. A. 

and W. Goode's, Ellen street, the fire brigade pump is now standing by at Pirie Hospital. 

Station Officer T. W. Bland said yesterday that, from the time electric power was restored on 

Friday, the pumps attached to the sanitary system at the hospital had been holding their own. 

The brigade pump, which had returned to the hospital from H. A. and W. Goode's on Friday 

afternoon, was standing by in case further pumping should be required. 

The brigade pump performed valuable work in emptying the overflowing septic tanks at the 

institution. 

At the West and Solomontown 

Yesterday pumps were in operation at vacant blocks at the corner of Federation road and 

Revell street and in Federation road adjoining Tennyson Church—two of the lowest-lying 

portions of the town. Another was working at the rear of Federal Hotel. 

Water was being pumped out at a good rate from a vacant allotment at the western end of 

Alpha terrace, Solomontown. Appliances were working also at Mr. W. T. Taylor's meat store, 

Mr. H. Picken's grocery shop, and at the rear of Rohrsheim's—all on Main road. 

Adelaide Steamship Company's 7-in. salvage pump was working on Symonds Bros.' 

basement from a lane off Alexander street, and the water was also being attacked from the 

Florence street side of the building. 

Seepage at Central Hotel 

Mr. F. Rowan, of Central Hotel said that water had been pumped for about 12 hours from the 

two cellars of the hotel. The depth, which had been about 6 ft., was reduced to 3 or 4 ft., but 

seepage had caused it to rise again. The front stalls of Austral Theatre, which had water over 

the tops of the seats, are now clear. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 19 September 1934, page 1 

NO INQUEST INTO PIRIE WEST FIRE 

House and Contents Totally Destroyed 

Mr. D. A. Clarke (acting coroner) decided that it was unnecessary to hold an inquest into the 

early morning fire that destroyed a four-roomed weatherboard-lined dwelling in Third street, 

Pirie West, occupied by Mr. Stan Elias Antonas. 

The building was a mass of flames when the brigade arrived, and although two hoses were 

brought into action the house and contents were totally destroyed. Both house and contents 

were covered by insurance. 

The crackling of flames awakened Miss E. Williams, who lives opposite. She informed Mr. A. 

C. Gray, who conducts a shop on the corner of Second and Third streets, and he telephoned 

the brigade. 

At the time of the fire the house was unoccupied. A report was submitted by Constable J. 

Pawling. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 26 September 1934, page 2 

FIREFIGHTERS USE GARDEN HOSE 

Slight Damage to House At Ellendale 

PIRIE Fire Brigade yesterday morning extinguished a fire at Ellendale before the flames were 

able to obtain a strong hold on a house. An ordinary garden hose was used. 



Port Pirie Fire Brigade.docx 
Page 237 of 318 

SA Country Fire Service Promotions Unit 
www.fire-brigade.asn.au 

9 June 2026 

At 6.55 a.m. a call was received by fire alarm to 9 Lily street, a six-roomed wood and iron 

dwelling occupied by Mr. W. E. Butefisch, and owned by his mother, Mrs. A. P. Butefisch. 

The firefighters found that woodwork at the back of a wood-stove in the kitchen was burning. 

A strong wind was blowing from the north, but, fortunately, the outbreak had occurred on the 

southern side of the house, and little damage was caused. Neither house nor contents were 

insured. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 4 October 1934, page 1 

FIRE IN ALEXANDER STREET 

Brigade Acts Swiftly 

At about 1.30 this morning Pirie Fire Brigade received a call to Alexander street, where an 

outbreak had occurred at the rear of Austral Cafe. Within a few minutes of the brigade's 

arrival the fire was under control. The damage was not heavy. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 5 October 1934, page 2 

ASLEEP IN BURNING BUILDING 

Dense Smoke Awakens Fish Shop Proprietor 

Early Morning Fire in Alexander Street 

DENSE smoke and the crackling of flames awakened Mr. C. Andronas (proprietor of Austral 

Fish Cafe), Alexander street, early yesterday morning, and he was able to make his escape 

from a burning building. 

Prompt action by the police in summoning the fire brigade enabled the latter to extinguish the 

blaze before it could do much damage.  

The brigade received a call by Alexander street fire alarm at 1.36 a.m. It was found that the 

rear portion of premises in Alexander street, a room of which was occupied as a bedroom by 

Mr. Andronas, and a small room housing an electric motor and icecream utensils were on fire. 

The fire appears to have originated in a number of packing cases that had been stored 

against the wood and iron wall in a lane at the back of the premises. So soon as the water 

was played on the burning side of the building the fire was practically under control, and was 

extinguished within 15 minutes. 

Slight damage was caused to the contents of the bedroom, which was upstairs. These were 

not insured. The electric motor, which is the property of Mr. G. Mezzino, and his icecream 

plant also were slightly damaged by fire, smoke, and water. The latter articles were covered 

by insurance. The block of buildings, comprising four shops, where the outbreak occurred is 

insured. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Monday 5 November 1934, page 19 

Two Fires At Port Pirie 

PORT PIRIE, November 4. 

The fire brigade received two calls yesterday. The first was at 2.50 p.m. from Alice street, 

Marysville, where the four-roomed wood and iron house occupied by Mr. L. Comblas was on 

fire. The firemen were able to confine the outbreak to one room, which, with its contents, were 

damaged. The over-heating of an incubator in the bedroom was the cause of the fire.  

At 8.27 p.m. the brigade was called to Ledger's furniture store in Alexander street, which is 

run by Mr. A. G. Knapp, the premises being owned by Messrs T. Bowman & Son. The fire 

began in the office, but the firemen were able to save the books. Owing to the brigade being 
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promptly on the scene, it was possible to quell the blaze with extinguishers and a hand pump. 

The damage was limited to furniture and a few mattresses. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 5 November 1934, page 2 

HOUSE AND SHOP DAMAGED 

TWO FIRES IN PIRIE 

Cricketers Remove Furniture 

THERE were two fires in Pirie on Saturday. In each instance the brigade was able to 

extinguish the flames before much damage had been done. 

At 2.50 p.m. a call was received by telephone to 4 Alice street, Marysville, where it was found 

that there was a fire in the front room of a four-roomed wood and iron cottage occupied by Mr. 

N. Comblas. 

The outbreak was caused by the overheating of an incubator, which ignited the match-lined 

wall, the flames making their way into the ceiling. 

The brigade prevented the fire from spreading farther, and only slight damaged was caused 

to the dwelling and furniture in one room. The occupants were away from home at the time. 

Men playing cricket nearby noticed smoke issuing from the roof, and removed the greater part 

of the furniture into the backyard. Neither dwelling nor contents was covered by insurance. 

PROMPT CALL SAVES LEDGER'S 

A police constable summoned the brigade to 51 Alexander street by fire alarm at 8.27 p.m. 

Fire had broken out in the centre of Ledger's furniture store, of which Mr. A. G. Knapp is 

proprietor. 

The fire started apparently below a desk and extended to some kapok bedding and furniture 

stored nearby. With the aid of chemical extinguishers the blaze was checked, the burning 

kapok being saturated by means of a small hand pump and hose. 

Owing to the call being prompt only slight damage was suffered by the contents, and the 

building, which is owned by Mr. T. Bowden, was not affected. Building and contents were 

covered by insurance. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 15 November 1934, page 2 

HANDS CUT ON FIRE ALARMS 

Advice From Station Officer 

Station officer Bland, of Pirie Fire Brigade, said yesterday that since he has been in Pirie he 

had received complaints of persons in the process of calling the brigade to fires having cut 

their hands on the glass of alarms. 

"However much hurry the person may be in," said Mr. Bland, "he should be able to find 

enough time to muffle the bare hand with a handkerchief or cap. Failing that, he could use his 

elbow if he had a coat on. 

"There is really no need for anyone to gash his hand." he said. "The glass in the alarms is 

very thin, and jagged edges may easily be removed in a few moments." 

The fire chief said that there were in Pirie and suburbs 18 street alarms. Since they had been 

here they had given perfect service, for in no instance had a call failed. "The telephones," he 

said, "provides the best call, for we are enabled to gain other information as to the exact 

location of the fire. Tuesday night's experience, when the outbreak was a mile from the alarm 

in Prince street, was an illustration." 
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Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 15 November 1934, page 2 

"EVERYTHING O.K." 

Half-Yearly Inspection Of Fire Brigades 

"Everything O.K." was the informal verbal report of members of the South Australian Fire 

Brigades Board, who visited Pirie this week in the course of the half-yearly inspection of 

country fire brigades. 

The visiting party included Messrs. H. Jackson (chairman of the board), J. E. Dickie, (chief 

officer), R. B. Beeton (secretary), W. K. Sheppard, and R. H. Smith. 

Pirie brigade was given a surprise call to the old mill premises, Ellen street, and turned out 

with a smartness that highly pleased the inspectors. 

Everything at the station was found to be in perfect order, and the visitors left for Port Augusta 

after having expressed to Station Officer Bland complete satisfaction with what they had 

seen. 

In acquiring knowledge of the brigade's activities, the members were advised that the 

ambulance side of the work had been well maintained. Since August 1 there had been more 

than 100 calls for the Red Cross vehicle, which had given efficient service. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 15 November 1934, page 2 

FOUR-ROOMED HOUSE DESTROYED 

MIDNIGHT BLAZE AT STARKVILLE 

Family Absent at Time 

At a late hour on Tuesday night Pirie Fire Brigade received a call from Prince street, 

Solomontown, alarm. On arrival there a fire could be seen blazing about a mile distant. 

Eventually the firemen reached Johns street, Starkville, where they found a four-roomed 

house occupied by Mr. George Knibbs burning fiercely. The structure, which was of 

weatherboard, was lined with matchboard, providing ready fuel for the flames. 

By the time the brigade had arrived, within a few minutes of having received the alarm, there 

was practically no hope of saving either the house or its contents. The roof had fallen in, and 

the whole house was a red-hot mass. 

NO OCCUPANTS 

There was no one in the house at the time of the outbreak. Early in the afternoon Mr. and 

Mrs. Knibbs, accompanied by their son, had gone to visit a daughter, Mrs. Orr, in Horner 

Street, Solomontown. At 5 o'clock the son, aged about 18 years, went home to milk a cow. 

After having done so he scalded the milk and placed it in a cooler. He said that the fire was 

out and everything safe before he returned to his parents. 

TRAGIC DISCOVERY 

Mr. Knibbs left to go to the Smelters gates for the night shift, and Mrs. Knibbs and son went 

home. They were staggered to find the home in ruins, and the Fire Brigade and Constable 

Corner, officer in charge of Solomontown Police Station, standing by. 

Mrs. Knibbs, who is nursing a broken arm, collapsed and was carried to a neighbor's place for 

treatment. She had almost recovered yesterday when enquiries were made. Mr. Knibbs lost 

practically everything, the only item of furniture left being an old bed stored in a shed. 
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For the present Mr. and Mrs. Knibbs are residing at the residence in Homer street of their 

son-in-law. The house and contents were insured with the Bankers and Traders' Insurance 

Company for £225. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 29 November 1934, page 1 

FIRE IN PAINTSHOP 

Brigade Galled To Ellen Street 

Little Damage Done 

At 9 o'clock last night Pirie Fire Brigade received a call to the premises of Mr. D. Easson, 

painter, Ellen street. On arrival it was found that a small fire had broken out in a paint store at 

the rear of the main shop. The flames were extinguished before they had time to gain a hold, 

and the damage done was negligible. The stock and building were covered by insurance. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 26 December 1934, page 2 

OCCUPANTS ASLEEP WHEN CAR CAPSIZES 

"Careless Conduct," Says Coroner 

VEHICLE BURNED 

WHILE the driver and passenger were asleep a motor car capsized near Port Broughton and 

the vehicle was destroyed by fire. 

Mr. G. C. Leaker (coroner) held an inquest in Pirie on Monday to ascertain the cause of a fire 

which destroyed the motor car of John Percy Woodward, of Pirie Fire Brigade, near Port 

Broughton, on December 15. 

Sergt. Noblet appeared for the police, Mr. S. J. Warren on behalf of Mr. Woodward, and Mr. J. 

G. Sweeney for the London, Liverpool, and Globe Insurance Company. 

Percival White, of Florence street, Pirie, gave evidence that he and Mr. Woodward left for 

Adelaide in a motor car on December 13. About 2 a.m. on December 15 they were a few 

miles north of Port Broughton, on the way back to Pirie, and witness was asleep. He suddenly 

awakened and saw that the car had capsized on the side of the road. As he scrambled out he 

noticed that the vehicle was afire. Mr. Woodward threw earth on the flames, but could not 

extinguish them. An explosion followed and flames enveloped the whole of the car. 

"DRIVER WAS SLEEPY" 

Cross-examined by Mr. Sweeney, witness said that before the car reached Port Broughton he 

noticed that the driver was sleep. That did not cause him anxiety because he was too tired to 

worry about anything. 

Ronald A. H. Parker, Solomontown, said that on December 15 he went to the scene of the fire 

and towed Mr. Woodward's car to his wrecking yard. Mr. Warren was informed by witness 

that the indications were that the car was proceeding at a moderate speed, skidded, and 

capsized. If it caught fire there would have been no chance of extinguishing the flames. A fire 

would be likely to result from a broken petrol pipe or burst tank once petrol came in contact 

with the hot engine. 

Plainclothes-Constable A. B. Phillips testified that on December 17 he visited Parker's 

wrecking yard and examined Mr. Woodward's car. He could find no marks on the vehicle. 

John Percy Woodward, fireman, said that the accident to his car happened about five miles 

north of Port Broughton. Witness said that he was sleepy and must have dozed until the car 

ran of the road and toppled over an embankment. He awakened as the car capsized. Noticing 
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a fire beneath the bonnet, he tried to find some sand, but as there was none to be seen, he 

threw clay on to the flames. 

Witness said that he paid £112 11/10 for the car eight months ago and had insured it for 

£150. He had had the car overhauled previously. 

PECULIAR CIRCUMSTANCES, 

The coroner said that in such cases it was his duty to ascertain the origin of a fire and 

whether there had been any carelessness. It was advisable also that he should view the 

scene of the fire before the removal of anything. 

In that case he had been unable to see the car in position because some person, without his 

authority, had ordered its removal. That was done before he had been notified, which was 

undesirable. 

There were certain peculiar circumstances in the case. Among these was the fact that both 

occupants of the car went to sleep while it was travelling. Neither of them received any 

serious injury, and no harm seemed to have been done to the car by the actual capsize. More 

care should have been exercised by the occupants of the car. Their conduct was careless, 

and the result should be a warning to drivers travelling at night. 

The verdict, Mr. Leaker concluded, would be that there was no evidence to show the origin of 

the fire. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Thursday 27 December 1934, page 5 

Fire At Port Pirie 

PORT PIRIE. December 25. 

The prompt arrival of the fire brigade, under the direction of Station Officer Bland, saved the 

private house of Mr. T. C. George, of Norman street, from being destroyed by fire tonight. The 

alarm was given at 8 p.m., when a matchboard-lined back bedroom of the eight-roomed 

residence was found to be well alight. This room and its contents were damaged, but the 

flames were prevented from reaching the other portions of the premises. 

1935 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 2 February 1935, page 2 

NOISY YOUTHS 

False Alarm of Fire 

Boisterous youths in Pirie West have given so much annoyance recently that their pranks 

have been reported to the police. On Wednesday night a false alarm was given to the Fire 

Brigade from York road. 

On Thursday night a party, with one man playing a mandolin, went along York road about 

midnight shouting and singing. Disturbance has been caused to invalids, and the police are 

determined to make an example of offenders. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 11 February 1935, page 1 

MIDNIGHT FIRE IN PIRIE WEST 

HOUSE AND SHOP GUTTED 

OCCUPIER ASLEEP WHILE HOME BURNS 

CONTENTS DESTROYED 

AT 12.45 this morning 
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Pirie Fire Brigade received a call from Pirie West, and on turning out found the house and 

shop occupied by Mr. Conrad Oscar Klingbiel, 32 Amanda street, Jean Park, blazing fiercely. 

The flames had secured a firm hold, and despite a good flow of water the contents of four 

rooms and the shop were almost totally destroyed. 

Mr. W. Trigg (secretary of B.H.A.S. Excelsior Band), who lives directly opposite Mr. Klingbiel's 

shop, was awakened by a crackling noise, and the breaking of glass. Looking from his 

window he saw flames issuing from the roof of the shop. He jumped on his bicycle and gave 

the alarm from York road, at Milnes' butcher shop. 

Mr. Klingbiel was fast asleep when Mr. Trigg shouted before going for the alarm. He was 

amazed and bewildered for a few seconds when he found his room filled with smoke, and 

heard flames roaring from the direction of the shop in front. Hurriedly seizing his clothes and 

an armful of bedding and blankets he made for the open-air. The fire spread swiftly, and in 

five minutes from the time Mr. Trigg first noticed the outbreak the premises were alight from 

front to back. 

Danger of falling overhead wires brought out the corporation electric light service lorry, and 

men of the staff got to work on the poles, to obviate danger to fireman and the small crowd 

that assembled. 

FAMILY AWAY 

Mrs. Klingbiel and her two children left for Adelaide only yesterday morning to visit relatives, 

and Mr. Klingbiel was alone in the house. He had been following the gate at the Smelters for 

some time, and worked the night shift on Saturday night. He had his fruit and confectionery 

shop open until 9.30 last night, when he locked up and retired. 

He said that although there was a fireplace in the shop there had been no fire lighted. He 

could give no idea of the cause of the outbreak. The premises are owned by Mrs. L. M. 

Stroud, of Cockburn street, Pirie West. The building and its contents are covered by 

insurance. It was impossible at the early hour to assess the damage, but it will be heavy. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Tuesday 12 February 1935, page 15 

Fire At Port Pirie 

PORT PIRIE. February 11. 

At 1 a.m. the fire brigade received a call to Amanda street, Jean Wark, Port Pirie West, where 

the shop and four-roomed house occupied by Mr. Conrad Oscar Klingebiel were in flames. 

The alarm was given by Mr W. J. Trigg, secretary of the Excelsior Band, who lives opposite. 

He was roused by what sounded like the crashing of glass, and looking out he saw flames 

coming through the roof of the shop. He shouted out to Mr. Klingebiel who woke up to find his 

room full of smoke. He was the only one on the premises, his wife and two children having left 

on Saturday on a visit to relations in Adelaide. Danger to the firemen from the overhead 

electric service necessitated the calling out of the corporation electricians. The firemen 

extinguished the fire, but it was impossible, owing to the start the flames had before their 

arrival to save the building from serious damage. The contents of the shop and residence 

were destroyed. Mr. Klingebiel, who is a casual hand at the smelters, was working during 

Saturday night. On Sunday he closed the fruit, cool drinks and confectionery department of 

the place at 9.30 p.m. He is unable to account for the outbreak. Both shop and house are 

owned by Mrs. L. M. Stroud, of Cockburn street, Port Pirie West. The premises and contents 

are insured. The loss has not yet been assessed. 

News (Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1954), Tuesday 26 February 1935, page 5 

Pt. Pirie Home Badly Damaged 



Port Pirie Fire Brigade.docx 
Page 243 of 318 

SA Country Fire Service Promotions Unit 
www.fire-brigade.asn.au 

9 June 2026 

PORT PIRIE, Tuesday.—Occupants of a six-roomed wood-and-iron house in Three Chain 

road, Solomontown, who were sleeping under vines in the back yard were awakened by the 

barking of their dog early today, and found the house in flames. The house was owned and 

occupied by Ronald H. Langsford, and the fire had a firm hold when the brigade arrived. The 

building and contents were severely damaged. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 6 March 1935, page 2 

FIRE IN SMELTERS MACHINE SHOP 

Fitters Have Valuable Tool Kits Damaged 

A fire broke out in the machine shop at the Smelters shortly before midnight on Monday. The 

outbreak occurred in or near a small group of six lockers in the south-eastern corner of the 

shop. Damage was done to the iron sheeting in the immediate vicinity and to the lockers and 

contents. Several fitters lost their overalls and had their complete kits of precision tools 

damaged. The shop was empty at the time. It was found unnecessary to call the brigade, 

members of the labor force extinguishing the flames in a few minutes with the aid of hoses. 

Constable R. Corey is preparing a report for Mr. G. C. Leaker (coroner). 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 9 March 1935, page 3 

Equipping Pirie Men For Dangerous Work 

Station Officer T. W. Bland, of Pirie Fire Brigade, who recently returned from a trip to the 

eastern States, has had forwarded from brigade headquarters, the latest in fire fighting 

equipment, and is now busily engaged in supervising the training of his staff in its use. 

The equipment is the Proto Breathing Apparatus, by means of which a man may venture into 

the most poison-laiden air for two hours on end, and remain immune from any effect. 

"With the Proto," said Mr. Bland, in explaining the working to a representative of "The 

Recorder," "a fireman is absolutely independent of the outside atmosphere. He moves 

practically in a world of his own. 

"The fire brigade service is becoming more scientific every day," he remarked. "The days of 

the hose, axe and torch are fast passing, and the fire is being attacked on the most scientific 

lines possible. Water damage is cut to a minimum by aid of regulator taps and other 

appliances. And the Proto is perhaps the most modern of all equipment." 

SELF-REGULATED 

When a fireman has the new equipment strapped to his body he is carrying 56 lb. more than 

he did before. Add to this his helmet, top boots, other equipment, and for good measure have 

his uniform soaking wet (as is often the case), and the fireman takes on most of the aspects 

of a deep-sea diver, as the fire chief somewhat humorously remarks. 

But smoke and fume will mean nothing to him. At his back there is a tube charged with 

oxygen, and at his side are regulating taps by means of which he may inhale just sufficient to 

keep him normal. A rubber pad fits both inside and outside the mouth, clamped tightly, and 

another is fastened to the nose, so that inhalation through the nostrils is impossible. 

Strapped in position at the waist-line is the breathing bag, which is charged with "caustic 

stick." This, shaken periodically, purifies the used oxygen, and holds all carbon monoxide. For 

two hours the wearer is impervious to gases, and is in fact, totally independent of surrounding 

conditions. 

This equipment is in general use on the coalfields of New South Wales and elsewhere today, 

having to a great extent replaced the old and handy Burrell gas mask. 
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Pirie Fire Station has two Protos, and training is going ahead. Manipulating the equipment is 

no child’s play, for the wearer has to be specially skilled and trained. 

News (Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1954), Wednesday 13 March 1935, page 5 

Fire Destroys Unoccupied House at Pirie 

PORT PIRIE, Wednesday.—An unoccupied four-roomed weatherboard house in Greenwood 

street, Ellendale, was destroyed by fire early today. The southern portion of the building 

collapsed as the fire brigade arrived, and no save was possible. The firemen successfully 

concentrated on saving an adjacent weatherboard dwelling owned and occupied by Mrs. 

Flink. The burned house, which was owned by Mr. H. W. Goode, was covered by insurance. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 14 March 1935, page 1 

HOME MENACED BY ELLENDALE FIRE 

Unoccupied House Destroyed 

ANXIOUS MOMENTS FOR NEARBY RESIDENTS 

A HOME in Greenwood street, Ellendale, was menaced when an adjoining unoccupied house 

was destroyed by fire early yesterday morning. 

Pirie Fire Brigade was notified of the outbreak by alarm at 2.47 a.m., and hastened to No. 17 

Greenwood street, an unoccupied four-roomed weatherboard dwelling. The building was a 

mass of flames when the firemen arrived on the scene, the glare being visible two miles 

away. A small crowd soon gathered. The southern side of the house collapsed with a crash 

and a shower of sparks when the brigade arrived. The flames already had a firm hold, and the 

added draught caused by the collapse hastened the work of destruction. 

BELONGINGS REMOVED 

It was feared that the flames would leap across the narrow intervening space separating the 

burning house from a weatherboard residence on the northern side, owned and occupied by 

Mrs. S. M. Flink. The occupants of the latter house had already removed portion of their 

effects to a safe place. However, the firemen concentrated on the northern side of the burning 

house, and, assisted by a fairly strong north-easterly wind, prevented damage—which for 

some time appeared to be inevitable—to Mrs. Flink's home, which was not even blistered. 

The destroyed building, which was owned by Mr. H. W. Goode, was covered by insurance. 

There was no visible indication of the cause of the outbreak, and it is not known where it 

started. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 26 March 1935, page 4 

"NOT SUFFICIENT FIRE ALARMS" 

Cr. Berridge Complains 

AT the town council meeting last night, Cr. Berridge drew attention to the number of fire 

alarms placed in the outer wards. These, he said, were altogether too widely placed to ensure 

the best service. "There was a fire in Amanda street a few weeks ago," said Cr. Berridge, 

"and I was informed that the alarm had to be given from Milnes' corner on York road. That 

was a long distance away, and caused material delay in arrival of the brigade. Since then I 

have had several requests from ratepayers to look into the matter." 

He had consulted Station-Officer Bland, who had pointed out that three alarms—one at 

Milnes', one at the corner of Mansom street and The Terrace, and the third in Ellendale 

served the whole of the districts north of York road. From some parts of that area to go round 

the roads meant travelling three-quarters of a mile. Cr. Berridge thought that the council 

should take up the matter with the Fire Brigades Board, with a view to having one alarm, at 
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least, placed at the corner of Senate road and Hallam street. The central portion of the town 

was well equipped, but the outer wards were neglected. 

Three alarms—one at the school corner, another at the corner of Goode road and Senate 

road, and the third in Marysville—served the whole of the district between Goode road and 

the golf links. That state of affairs was all right so long as there were no fires. "But," said Cr. 

Berridge, "it is no use locking the stable door after the horse has gone." He moved that the 

council should place the matter before the Fire Brigades Board. Cr. Coffey seconded the 

motion, which was carried. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 10 May 1935, page 3 

PIRIE FIRE CHIEF LEAVING 

Promoted to Port Adelaide 

Third Officer in State 

Station Officer T. W. Bland, chief of Pirie Fire Brigade, will leave here next week to take up 

the position of District Officer at Port Adelaide. Since Mr. J. E. Dickie died earlier in the year 

important changes have been made in the higher offices of the service. Mr. Cooper, who was 

assistant chief officer, assumed the head officership, and Mr. E. W. Cook (formerly of Pirie 

station), who has been in charge at Port Adelaide, was promoted to the office of Assistant 

Chief Officer. 

The vacancy at Port Adelaide was offered to Station Officer Bland, who has accepted it. He 

thus becomes third fire officer in the State. Pirieans, who know Mr. Band's devotion to duty 

and the efficiency he has maintained while in charge here, will regret his departure, but will be 

unanimous in congratulation on his appointment. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Saturday 11 May 1935, page 18 

NEW FIRE CHIEF FOR PORT ADELAIDE 

Station Officer Bland Appointed 

PORT PIRIE, May 10. 

Station Officer T. W. Bland, of the Port Pirie fire station, has received news of his promotion to 

take charge of the Port Adelaide fire station. The son of an Aberdeenshire farmer who moved 

to Norfolk when he was a boy, Mr. Bland was educated at King's Lynn Grammar School. He 

went to sea as an apprentice in the barque Alexander, of the Elder Line and visited Port Pirie 

in 1893. He completed his apprenticeship in 1895, and then entered the Adelaide Steamship 

Company's service, but in 1898 he left for England as quartermaster of the steamer Cornwall. 

Mr. Bland returned to South Australia in 1899, and that year joined the fire brigade service. 

He remained at the head station until 1906, when he was appointed assistant officer to Mr. 

Archie Napier, then in charge of the Port Pirie station. In the following year he was transferred 

to Norwood, where he served until 1925. He spent five years as assistant at Port Adelaide, 

and in 1930 he was sent to Port Pirie as officer in charge of the local station. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 14 May 1935, page 3 

PIRIE FIRE CHIEF FAREWELLED 

Tributes to Efficiency Of Station-Officer Bland 

HIS LIFE OF DUTY TO BRIGADE 

AFTER four and a half years' service in Pirie, Station-Officer T. W. Bland is saying goodbye to 

the town. Warm tributes to his efficiency as an officer were paid at a farewell function 

yesterday evening. 
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Mr. A. Sjostrom presided. Others present were Messrs. W. H. Threadgold (mayor). A. H. L. 

Goode, R. A. Sandery, M. Porcelli, S. Norris, H. Sampson, W. Scheller, R. Strang, F. J. 

Rowan, G. Heggie, A. Whittingnam, S. J. Edwards, Capt. G. Simmonds, and Constable J. 

Pawling. Apologies were received from Messrs. W. L. Blight, D. A. Waterman, J. Job, and 

Milburn, Det. J. J. Evans, and pilot P. C. C. Hurrell. 

Mr. Sjostrom said that Station Officer Bland's friends regretted saying farewell, but they were 

pleased to know that his departure meant promotion. He thought that all would agree that 

their guest was the type of citizen the town could ill afford to lose. 

Mr. Bland had not taken an active part in public activities, because his duties had not 

permitted it, but he had always responded readily to calls in the interests of charity and other 

things for the welfare of the town. It was hoped that he would have success in his new 

sphere. His friends would miss him, and they wished him the best. 

"Courteous and Patient" 

Mr. Sampson said that the way in which Mr. Bland had safeguarded the property of the Ninth 

Light Horse Regiment spoke volumes. The station-officer had always been courteous and 

patient. "Mr. Bland carried out his duties with honor to himself and his department," said Mr. 

Goode. "He is held in high esteem by all the insurance companies, and what he says 'goes.'" 

Mr. Goode said that he felt that he and his firm owed a debt to Mr. Bland for fine efforts in 

connection with pumping after the flood. Pirie was losing a valuable man, and it was hoped 

that he would revisit the town when he had an opportunity. 

Capt. Simmonds said that their guest had done his duty, and they regretted his departure. "I 

know the good work he has done. There has always been a feeling of safety regarding 

buildings and other property," said Mr. Strang. Mr. Bland was not going to a strange place, as 

he had many friends in the city. 

Pirie had much for which to thank the local fire brigade, said Mr. Sandery. That was due to the 

fine example set by the "chief.'' The unit had been in capable hands. 

Ready to Assist 

All others present spoke in high terms of Mr. Bland's qualities. The Mayor, who arrived late, 

expressed regret at having to say farewell to Mr. Bland. It seemed to be Pirie's tale to lose all 

the best men, he said. Their guest had always been ready to give assistance, and the town 

could scarcely realise all that he had done. He (the mayor) was sure that Mr. Bland's men 

regretted their chief's departure, and he always judged a man by what his men thought of 

him. 

Mr. Sjostrom then handed to Mr. Bland a travelling case, suitably inscribed. Responding, Mr. 

Bland said that he had had a wonderful time during his stay in Pirie, He had been offered a 

more responsible position, which would make him the third officer in the brigade. If he lacked 

ambition he would prefer to decline the offer of the board, but if a man lacked ambition and 

turned down an employer's offer he was not of much further use to the department. 

In the days of the horse-drawn vehicles the fire brigade's work had been looked upon as that 

of protection, but with faster transport it was understood that the brigade was maintained 

more for prevention. 

What he had achieved in Pirie was due largely to the work of the men under him, said Mr. 

Bland. So far as his men here were concerned, there had been no trouble. 

Efficient Ambulance Service 

The local brigade attended to maintenance of the ambulance service, which was, no doubt, 

one of the best controlled institutions in the State. There had been 270 calls last year. The 
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fireman drivers were always courteous and performed their duties to the letter. Their work 

was a credit to them and the department. 

"My life has always been duty to the service," said Mr. Bland. He voiced a hope that the 

brigade's installations at the works of General Motors-Holdens would not be cut out through 

the firm leaving the State. 

In conclusion, Mr. Bland said that words could not express his appreciation of the kindness 

shown by his friends. He was sorry to leave them, and, if possible, would return to renew their 

acquaintance at some future date. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 15 May 1935, page 1 

TWO DAYS' ILLNESS IN 36 YEARS 

Remarkable Record Of Station Officer Bland 

Leaves Pirie Tomorrow 

On the evening of March 10, 1889 —36 years ago—young Tom Bland signed on for duty in 

the Metropolitan Fire Brigade. Two hours later he was undergoing his baptism of fire—at the 

old Cyclorama, in Hindley street, where West's Olympia now stands. 

And tomorrow 36 years and 66 days after, Station Officer Thomas Bland, will motor out of 

Pirie to take command at Port Adelaide—third fire-fighting official in South Australia. The 

career of Mr. Bland, like that of all old firemen, is filled with romance, coupled, of course, with 

not a little hard work. In the 36 years and 66 days he has had exactly 48 hours off duty due to 

illness—a record of which any public servant might feel proud. 

Accidents, of course, came his way, but now, at the age of 59, he is still one solid piece of 

wire, muscle, and good-humor. He has been through many fires, and has experienced all the 

excitement and thrills that might be expected to fall to his lot. 

"What was my greatest fire?" he rejoined last night when the inevitable question was fired at 

him. "When the Glanville Sugar Refinery went up in smoke in 1926. I was in the thick of the 

biggest episode of my career. It was 'some' blaze, and the after effects were the most 

widespread have ever known." 

MERITORIOUS SERVICE 

Early in 1904 a serious fire broke out in the underground workings at Wallaroo Mines. The 

writer was on the spot at the time and recalls the puny efforts made by the local volunteers 

and the tiny professional brigade at Kadina, then in charge of the present chief officer in 

South Australia, Mr. G. P. Cooper. Three men under command of Superintendent Booker, 

with a steamer, were rushed from Adelaide by special train, and got at the job four hours after 

leaving the city. The men were Firemen Wakeman, Sinclair, and Thomas Bland. 

In Mr. Bland's possession is a neat certificate, presented to him by Capt. Hancock (general 

manager of the mines), for meritorious service rendered to the company. Booker, Sinclair, 

and Wakeman have passed on, but Tom Bland remains to tell the story of an unequal 

struggle with the subterranean fire demon. 

PROMOTION 

In August, 1904, Mr. Bland was promoted to the post of senior fireman at head station, 

Adelaide. There he served until 1906, when he was sent to Pirie as assistant foreman to Mr. 

A. J. Napier. He served only a few months here —from March to December—and was then 

promoted to charge of Norwood Station. There he remained until 1925, following which he 

was attached to headquarters until 1930. 
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In that year he received instructions to proceed to Pirie to take over control of the brigade 

here. His efficient service while on duty here is too well known to need recapitulation. Mr. 

Bland will leave tomorrow for Port Adelaide. There he will have a wide district to cover, with 

25 fire men and six auxiliary men under his command. The position carries a big 

responsibility, for the Port brigade has to guard wool stores, vast warehouses, oil depots, and 

shipping, and Holden's vast works. 

The best wishes of Pirieans will go with the cheery fire officer when he cranks his Ford and 

departs. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Wednesday 15 May 1935, page 20 

PERSONAL 

Station-Officer A. M. Griffin will leave Metropolitan Fire Brigade headquarters today for Port 

Pirie, where he will take charge of the local fire station. Mr. Griffin has been a member of the 

brigade for about 30 years, having been stationed first at Adelaide and then at Port Adelaide. 

He has been a station officer at Adelaide for 18 years. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 17 May 1935, page 1 

NEW FIRE CHIEF WELCOMED 

Malicious Call From Solomontown 

Station-Officer Griffin, who yesterday assumed control of Pirie Fire Brigade in succession to 

Mr. T. W. Bland, had not been many hours on duty before he became active. At 7.30 p.m. the 

alarm bell rang, and within a minute the brigade was rushing to Prince street, Solomontown. 

On arrival, there was no sign of a fire, or of the person who had given the alarm. It was a 

similar alarm to that which greeted Mr. Bland on his first day's service in Pirie—malicious. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 20 May 1935, page 2 

DEATH OF SENIOR FIREMAN BOOTH 

Keen and Capable Officer 

SUDDEN PASSING AT PIRIE HOSPITAL 

SOUTH Australian Fire Brigade lost a keen and capable officer with the passing of Senior 

Fire-man Thomas Crocker Booth at Pirie Hospital early on Saturday morning. He had nearly 

27 years' service to his credit. 

Mr. Booth, who was 48 years of age in December, had been in indifferent health for a long 

time. He became ill on Thursday morning. At 2.30 p.m. he was assisted by comrades into the 

motor ambulance, and was taken to Pirie Hospital. Twelve hours later an old friend in the 

person of Station-Officer A. M. Griffin was asked to break the sad news to the family. Death 

was due to pneumonia. 

Mr. Booth was born at Burnside. At the age of 16 the sea called him, and he joined the navy, 

serving on the Royal Arthur. 

Six years later, on September 22, 1908, he began duty at fire brigade headquarters in 

Adelaide. He was appointed drill instructor at the head station early in his service, and shortly 

afterward was promoted to the rank of senior fireman. He saw service under Station-Officer T. 

W. Bland (formerly of Pirie) at Norwood. 

In City of Singapore Fire 

Mr. Booth took part in the memorable City of Singapore fire at Port Adelaide in April, 1924. He 

was injured in an explosion, and was laid up for some time. He came to Pirie 10 years ago. 
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Despite indifferent health, Mr. Booth was rarely absent from duty. In his leisure hours he 

derived much pleasure from gardening and carpentry, and made a number of articles for use 

in his home in Norman street. He was an enthusiastic amateur motor mechanic. He enjoyed 

reading books of travel and the sea. Australian Natives' Association claimed him as a 

member, although his duties prevented him taking an active part in the doings of that body. 

A widow, son Thomas (who recently left to reside in Adelaide), and daughter Roma survive. 

Station-Officer Griffin, who was associated with Mr. Booth at head-quarters for many years, 

said that the Pirie station felt keenly the loss of a fine comrade. 

Comrades' Tributes 

"I cannot say enough about his manliness." said Mr. Griffin on Satur-day. "He was a keen and 

conscientious officer, painstaking and thorough in his work. He gained the respect of the 

officers under whom he served, and was a good comrade to every man associated with him 

in the service. One cannot say too much about his good qualities. His death came as a blow 

to all of us." 

Senior Fireman J. B. Hocking, who knew Mr. Booth for seven years in Adelaide and 10 in 

Pirie, said that it was hard to realise that Wednesday had been his comrade's last day on 

duty. "All the lads feel his passing deeply. He was a man that we will miss," he said. 

As a mark of respect, a flag was flown half-mast at the station on Saturday. The burial will 

take place at Payneham this afternoon. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Tuesday 21 May 1935, page 20 

Fireman 's Funeral : 

 

MORE THAX 50 men marched yesterday when a Fire Brigade funeral was accorded Senior Fireman 

T. C. Booth, who died at Port Pirie on Saturday. This picture was taken as the men were proceeding 

along Pulteney street. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Thursday 23 May 1935, page 17 

OBITUARY 

Mr. Thomas C. Booth, 48, senior fireman of the Port Pirie Fire Brigade, who died at the Port 

Pirie Hospital on Saturday, May 18, was born in Adelaide. He joined the navy when 16, and 

served on the Royal Arthur. He joined the fire brigade service in Adelaide in 1908, and was 

attached first to headquarters, where he became senior fireman. Later he was connected with 

the Norwood station. For 16 out of the 27 years he spent with the fire brigade he acted as its 

drill instructor in the metropolis. He was transferred to the Port Pirie station in 1925. He was 
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one of the firemen engaged in the City of Singapore fire at Port Adelaide in 1924, when he 

was injured by an explosion, and was incapacitated for some time. He left a widow and a son 

and daughter. Mr. Thomas Booth (Adelaide), and Miss Roma Booth (Port Pirie). He was held 

in high regard by the officers and men of the fire brigade service. At the meeting of the town 

council the Mayor (Mr. W. H. Threadgold) referred with regret to the sudden death of Mr. 

Booth, who, he said, was highly respected at Port Pirie. He had been a sufferer for some 

time, and had been advised that he must have a change. Unfortunately, just as arrangements 

were being made for his transfer, he died. 

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), Thursday 30 May 1935, page 60 

Mr. T. C. Booth 

Mr. Thomas C. Booth, 48, senior fireman of the Port Pirie Fire Brigade, who died at the Port 

Pirie Hospital on Saturday, May 18, was born in Adelaide. He joined the navy when 16, and 

served on the Royal Arthur. He joined the fire brigade service in Adelaide in 1908, and was 

attached first to headquarters, where he became senior fireman. Later he was connected with 

the Norwood station. For 16 out of the 27 years he spent with the fire brigade he acted as its 

drill instructor in the metropolis. He was transferred to the Port Pirie station in 1925. He was 

one of the firemen engaged in the City of Singapore fire at Port Adelaide in 1924, when he 

was injured by an explosion, and was incapacitated for some time. He left a widow and a son 

and daughter, Mr. Thomas Booth (Adelaide), and Miss Roma Booth (Port Pirie). He was held 

in high regard by the officers and men of the fire brigade service. At the meeting of the town 

council the Mayor (Mr. W. H. Threadgold) referred with regret to the sudden death of Mr. 

Booth, who, he said, was highly respected at Port Pirie. He had been a sufferer for some 

time, and had been advised that he must have a change. Unfortunately, just as arrangements 

were being made for his transfer, he died. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 14 June 1935, page 2 

Occupants Away on Holiday 

Scarcely a Stick Left Standing 

THE home of Mr. Frederick William Byerley, of Dorothy street, Solomontown, was totally 

destroyed by fire early yesterday morning. All the contents, too, were lost. Mrs. Byerley and 

his wife and family were away on holiday.  

Mr. Thomas Manfield and a companion were proceeding along Wood street, Solomontown, 

when their attention was attracted by a blaze. Mr. Manfield ran to the Pirie street south fire 

alarm and notified the brigade, which received the call at 2.15 a.m. When the firefighting 

appliance arrived the house was well alight, and the coming of the firemen was heralded with 

a crash as portion of the roof and the front of the house caved in. The brigade was able to 

confine the flames to the house itself, and two sheds at the rear were not damaged. 

The house, which a wood and iron structure of five rooms, was situated at 45 Dorothy street, 

and stood apart from other houses in the street. The dwelling and contents were insured with 

the Royal Exchange Assurance Company, the house for £570 and the contents for £120. Mr. 

Byerley and his wife and family left for Adelaide on Wednesday for a holiday. 

SORRY SPECTACLE 

The home presented a sorry spectacle yesterday. The surrounding fence was intact, and the 

small trees in the front garden appeared to have escaped even a scorching. But the house 

itself resembled a rubbish tip. Apart from the rear and several brick fireplaces, nothing was 

left standing. Verandah posts, buckled sheets of galvanised iron, charred wood, and loose 

bricks were heaped everywhere. Blackened kitchenware was strewn on the ground and the 

remains of a sewing machine could be seen among the wreckage. 
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Only the extreme rear portion of the house was left. The portal was intact, although only a 

strip of the back doormat was left. Two wood and iron sheds and a large galvanised iron tank 

were untouched, as was an aviary full of birds in an enclosed yard. 

Constable J. W. Corner (officer in charge of Solomontown Police Station) and Plainclothes-

Constable Hodge are preparing the police report for the coroner. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 14 June 1935, page 4 

WEAK FLOW OF WATER 

Fire Brigade Hampered 

Those who have watched Pirie Fire Brigade at work at all hours of the night have seldom 

failed to be impressed with the efficient manner in which the men couple up their lines of hose 

and send a hissing stream of water at high pressure on to burning property. 

Bystanders in Dorothy street, Solomontown, in the early hours of yesterday morning, 

however, were astonished to see the firemen attack the flames of a burning house with a 

stream of water barely powerful enough to reach the top of the walls. The men were seen to 

change the nozzle of a hose, replacing it with a smaller one in an effort to secure force, but 

there was little appreciable difference. 

An eyewitness stated that the house was well alight before it was noticed and the alarm 

given. The brigade responded promptly, but the structure was too far gone to save anything, 

even had greater water force been available. The impotence of the stream for fighting a fire, 

however, drew caustic comment from the few persons who gathered in the vicinity. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Saturday 24 June 1933, page 20 

Fire At Pastrycook's 

PORT PIRIE, June 23. 

The fire brigade was called this afternoon to the premises of Mr. W. Jackson, pastrycook and 

caterer, in the centre of Ellen street, from which volumes of smoke were issuing. The fire was 

caused by overheating of a pipe from a cake stove in the dining-room, which ignited the 

seaweed packing in the side wall, and extended into the roof. The brigade soon had the fire 

under control. The building, constructed of wood and iron, has business places each side in a 

compact block, and the brigade received the call in the nick of time to prevent one of the 

biggest blazes seen here for many years. It is estimated that not more than £50 worth of 

damage was done. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 24 June 1933, page 2 

BLAZE IN PIRIE SHOP 

Overheated Stovepipe The Cause 

SLIGHT DAMAGE AT MR. W. JACKSON'S 

CAUSED by an overheated stovepipe, a fire broke out at the premises of Mr. W. Jackson, 

pastrycook and confectioner, Ellen street, shortly before 2 o'clock yesterday afternoon. Slight 

damage was done to fixtures in the diningroom and the roof of the building. 

A stove is installed in the eastern corner of the dining room, and an extension pipe reaching 

up through the roof became too hot for the partition separating the room from the main shop. 

One of Mr. Jackson's assistants noticed that the partition was alight about 1.55 p.m. and the 

Fire Brigade was summoned immediately. The partition consisted of weatherboard and 

Wunderlich, with seaweed packing, and the blaze rapidly spread to the ceiling. 
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Due to the fact that the fire was centred in an awkward position in the ceiling, the brigade 

experienced some difficulty in reaching the blaze with effective result's, but when the outbreak 

had been definitely located it was not long before the fire was extinguished. Practically no 

damage was done to stock in the shop, and both contents and building are insured. The 

actual extent of the damage is not yet known. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Friday 2 August 1935, page 14 

ASSEMBLY TOPICS 

Fire Brigade Equipment—New motor trucks had been provided for the Port Adelaide and Port 

Pirie stations, and it was proposed to equip the head station similarly, stated the report of the 

Fire Brigades Board for 1934, presented to Parliament yesterday. These three stations had 

been provided with self-contained oxygen breathing apparatus to enable firemen to work in 

confined spaces charged with chemical fumes or poisonous gases, and resuscitating oxygen 

inhaling apparatus had also been provided. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 12 August 1935, page 2 

Pirie Firemen Study First-aid 

Members of the staff of Pirie Fire Station are at present studying for their first-aid certificates. 

The men are lectured by Dr. L. G. Tassie and receive instruction from members of Pirie 

division of St. John Ambulance Brigade. Classes are held twice weekly. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 24 September 1935, page 1 

Fire Brigades Board Visit 

By letter Pirie Town Council was notified last night that the Fire Brigades Board would visit 

Pirie on the Moonta on Monday, October 21. It would be pleased to confer with the council at 

10.30 a.m. that day following the Pirie request for installation of more fire alarms. On the 

motion of Cr. Berridge, the letter was received and the "date noted." 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 10 October 1935, page 2 

FIRE IN KITCHEN 

House Damaged in Gertrude Street 

CONSTABLE'S PLUCKY ACTION 

FIRE broke out in the kitchen of a dwelling, 73 Gertrude street, early yesterday afternoon. A 

prompt call to the fire brigade saved the whole house, but the furniture in one room, and the 

walls and ceiling, were badly damaged. 

Constable R. Corey dashed into the burning room in search of a baby. The infant, however, 

had been removed before the fire broke out. The house is a four-roomed wood and iron 

dwelling owned by the Mc-Donald Estate (administered by Mr. J. McDonald) and occupied by 

Mr. J. V. Perryman and family. Neither Mr. Perryman nor Mrs. Perryman was home at the 

time, the occupants at that part of the day being Miss Marjorie Perryman and the baby. 

The brigade received a call from Alexander street fire alarm at 2.48, and turned out promptly. 

Meanwhile someone informed Constable Corey that the baby was in the house, and the 

officer immediately dashed inside. Nearly choked by smoke and heat he groped in the 

kitchen, but could not locate the infant. He emerged to discover that Miss Perryman had the 

baby with her. 

The brigade ran out a line of hose and confined the flames to the kitchen. Two of the other 

rooms were slightly damaged by smoke and water. The fibrous plaster lined kitchen was 

badly burned, and a small table was destroyed. Holes were burned in the floor and ceiling. 
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It is believed that the outbreak was caused through a spark from the stove entering a 

woodbox in front of it. The house, which had been rebuilt only about a month ago, and the 

furniture are covered by insurance. 

The activities of the fire brigade were watched by between 400 and 500 persons, principally 

children who came like a wave from Memorial Oval in the wake of the firemen. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 22 October 1935, page 2 

FIRE BRIGADES BOARD VISITS PIRIE 

Alarm System Inspected 

Members of the South Australian Fire Brigades Board visited Pirie yesterday on the motor 

vessel Moonta. They spent the day in inspection of the local station and equipment, and with 

Mr. W. H. Threadgold (mayor) Mr. E. E. Garrett (town clerk) and Cr. T. Berridge paid a visit to 

the various alarms throughout the town. 

Shortly before 10 a.m. the board motored to York road and sent in a surprise alarm to the 

brigade, which turned out smartly with two appliances manned by six men. 

Seen on the Moonta in the afternoon members of the board expressed satisfaction with the 

result of their visit. The turnout of the brigade to the surprise call had been entirely 

satisfactory. Chief officer G. P. Cooper watched the work of the men and expressed himself 

pleased. 

Additional Alarm 

The council officers took the visitors to various places where it was deemed desirable to have 

additional alarms located. The board promised to place one at the corner of Senate road and 

Hallam street. This, they decided, was a thickly populated area with few telephones handy. 

The board left Pirie last night on the Moonta for Port Augusta. They will inspect all the coastal 

stations, including Port Augusta, Port Lincoln, Kadina, Wallaroo, and Moonta. Members who 

visited Pirie were Messrs. H. Jackson (chairman), F. V. Miers. W. H. S. Sheppard, V. W. J. 

Peet, R. B. Beeton, and Chief Officer Cooper. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 6 November 1935, page 2 

COUNCIL BRIEFS 

New Fire Alarm 

Pirie Town Council at its latest meeting received correspondence from the secretary of the 

Fire Brigades Board confirming verbal intimation given by the chairman to Mr. Thread-gold 

(mayor), after inspection of the site, that the board had approved installation of a public fire 

alarm at the corner of Senate road and Hallam street. The Deputy Director of Posts and 

Telegraphs would be requested to put the work in hand as early as possible, the letter 

advised. 

Cr. Coffey asked whether the town clerk had interviewed the chairman of the board regarding 

the alarm at Milnes' corner, which projected on to the footpath. A man had had his cheek cut, 

he said. The Mayor: Yes, that is to be altered. Cr. Berridge: That has been altered for more 

than a week. Cr. Coffey: I ride a bicycle; I don't walk on the footpath. It was not altered more 

than a week ago. Cr. Atwell: You ought to go round more than once a week. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 11 November 1935, page 2 

Quick Brigade Work 

Fire Causes Light Damage 
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Fire on Saturday night in an unoccupied four-roomed wood and iron building at 153 Gertrude 

street, Pirie, near its intersection with Little Mary-Elie street, caused minor damage to the 

matchboard lining of a partition in the kitchen. Prompt action on the part of the Pirie Fire 

Brigade prevented much more extensive damage. 

The alarm was given by a stranger, who called at the station at 10.40 p.m., and Station-

Officer A. M. Griffin, with one motor appliance and four firemen, was quickly at the scene. 

There was a good pressure of water, but very little was used to subdue the flames. The 

building, which is owned by Mr. F. J. Carwana, was insured. The cause of the outbreak is 

unknown. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 15 November 1935, page 1 

Night Fire Alarm 

At 10 o'clock last night Pirie Fire Brigade received a telephone call from Risdon Park to the 

residence of Mr. H. S. Wastell, 10 Breage street. Station-Officer Griffen, with a motor 

appliance and three men, turned out, and on arrival found that a pile of rubbish beside the 

house had been burning, but had been extinguished before arrival of the brigade. No damage 

was done. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 28 November 1935, page 2 

FIRE IN SMELTERS SILVER YARD 

More Spectacular Than Serious 

Slight damage was caused by a fire which broke out in the Smelters silver yard, the blaze, 

which was more spectacular than serious, being extinguished in the space of a few minutes. 

It is believed that the outbreak was caused by an oil pipe bursting at the rear of the retorts, 

the flames from the isolated small section reaching the roof and igniting portion of the 

covering. Blistering of paint and destruction of sheets of roofing iron constituted the main 

damage. 

The fire was subdued with the aid of extinguishers in a few minutes, and it was not necessary 

for the brigade to be summoned. 

1936 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 2 January 1936, page 2 

False Alarm of Fire 

Pirie Fire Brigade went at out at 2.50 p.m. yesterday to Prince street, Solo-montown, whence 

a call had been received through the street automatic alarm. Four men in charge of Station 

Officer A. M. Griffin, were quickly on the scene, but there was no sign of a fire. In the opinion 

of Station Officer Griffin the alarm had been given maliciously. Persons giving malicious false 

alarms will be prosecuted, if detected. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 20 January 1936, page 2 

IMPROVEMENTS AT FIRE STATION 

New Ceilings and Roof 

Although there has been a quiet time in Pirie lately so far as fires are concerned, Station 

Officer A. M. Griffin and his men are finding plenty to do assisting with renovations at the fire 

brigade station. 

The contract for the work has been let to Mr. S. Norris, of Pirie. It includes the installation of 

fibrous plaster ceilings in several rooms in the station officer's quarters, the billiard room and 

passage, and a new roof. 
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The work was begun a few days ago, and rapid progress is being made. The contract also 

includes pointing the exterior stonework. Necessary painting is being done by Station Officer 

Griffin and his men. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 25 January 1936, page 3 

False Alarm of Fire 

Receiving a signal from the Goode road, Smersdonville, fire alarm at 6.35 yesterday, the light 

engine, with Senior-Fireman Hocking in charge, was sent from the fire brigade station to 

answer the call. 

On arrival at Goode road the firemen found the glass of the alarm broken, but no person 

nearby. They returned and reported a malicious false alarm. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 27 January 1936, page 2 

Second False Alarm in Two Nights 

The second false alarm in two nights was received by Pirie Fire Brigade on Saturday when 

the alarm in Hallam street, Pirie West, was sounded at 8.51 p.m. On arrival the firemen found 

the glass broken, but no one there. The other malicious call was received from Goode road, 

Smerdonville, on Friday night. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 28 January 1936, page 2 

The Recorder 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 28, 1936 

FALSE ALARMS OF FIRE MUST STOP 

IF the moon had been full at the week-end an old theory might have explained the wicked 

folly of giving false alarms of fire to the brigade in Pirie. One was given from Goode road, 

Smerdonville, on Friday evening and another from Hallam street, Pirie West, on Saturday 

night. On arrival at those alarm locations the brigade saw no one about, and found that its 

prompt response had been a supposed jest for some person or persons. 

It is impossible to see any humor in such perverted practical jokes. They endanger life and 

may cause serious damage through a real fire occurring in the centre of Pirie while the 

brigade is away from the head station investigating a false alarm. Every citizen, therefore, is 

interested in putting an end to the malice or mischief which inspires such calls. 

Firemen voluntarily undertake a work which is of prime importance to the town, and in the 

course of their duties have to encounter danger enough without having it added to by the 

mischievously idle and hairbrained. It is unfortunate that the perpetrator of the first folly was 

not caught, for that would probably have prevented the second if that alarm were given by 

some imitator. 

Although those who gave the alarms probably thought it amusing to see the brigade speeding 

along the streets, it was nothing of the kind. A call to a fire brigade station is treated as a 

serious and urgent matter, and every effort is put forth to arrive at the scene of the supposed 

fire as quickly as possible. That is necessary because a fire can often be smothered in its 

early stages, whereas if it is left unchecked for a while it will destroy the whole of a building, 

probably damage others, and may cause loss of life. 

Therefore the brigade makes all haste through the streets, which is a potential danger to 

children and to adults at corners. The firemen themselves also incur risks in rapid transit 

round corners and past other traffic. 

Most immediate of the actual dangers is that another fire may start while the brigade is away 

at a false alarm, and the time is lost which would suffice to extinguish it in its early stages. 
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Time is lost, even at a false alarm, in making enquiries about the possibility of a blaze in the 

vicinity, and during that period the brigade is detained from its real duties. 

Wicked enough in cool weather, a false alarm is far more inexcusable in summer. In a town 

with such a large proportion of wood and iron buildings as Pirie it is essential to have men 

always in readiness to proceed to a fire. 

The timber and wheat stacks on the wharfs need constant protection, and thousands of 

pounds' worth of damage might be done if a fire broke out in them while the brigade was at 

the other side of the corporation area. Thoughtlessness which imposes such jeopardy on a 

town incurs the strong condemnation of every reasonable citizen. Pirie has a keen sense of 

humor, but it is of harmless pranks; not the type which is akin to dementia and may involve 

great suffering and loss. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 13 February 1936, page 1 

FIRE IN FLORENCE STREET 

Pirie Fire Brigade received a call to Florence street at 12.15 this morning. On arrival some 

rubbish between A.W.A. and Salvation Army halls was found alight. It consisted of old bags, 

motor tyres, and cases. The fire was extinguished within one minute. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 15 February 1936, page 2 

Electric Fan Fills Room With Smoke 

Unable to discover the source of smoke which filled Harris and Wales' restaurant in the early 

hours of yesterday morning, Mr. S. Wales summoned Pirie Fire Brigade, which quickly cut off 

the power from a red hot wall fan, the armature of which had apparently been heated for 

some hours. Mr. Wales later complimented Station Officer A. M. Griffin on the efficiency of the 

brigade and the promptitude with which his call was answered. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 17 February 1936, page 1 

HOUSE FIRE IN ELLENDALE 

NEIGHBORS CHECK BLAZE WITH BUCKETS 

Bedroom Gutted 

A bedroom was gutted, and the kitchen and roof of a wood and iron dwelling in Vera street, 

Ellendale, were damaged when a fire started in the house last night. 

Neighbors checked the fire with buckets, and the quick arrival of Pirie Fire Brigade's reel 

saved the house, which is occupied by Mr. A. Petagna. The blaze was caused by a curtain 

coming in contact with a burning candle. Fanned by wind the flames soon spread across the 

room. Neighbors were attracted by the blaze, and they attacked it with buckets of water, thus 

keeping it in check until the brigade reel arrived. 

Station-Officer A. N. Griffin and his men lost no time in turning a garden hose on the flames. 

Two sheets of iron were ripped open to allow the roof to cool. The house was insured, but the 

contents were not. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 16 April 1936, page 1 

FIRE DESTROYS PIRIE HOME 

SEARCH FOR HYDRANT DELAYS BRIGADE 

DAMAGE ESTIMATED AT £800 

THE home of Mr. F. E. Johns, who lives on the south-western boundary of Pirie, was gutted 

by fire yesterday afternoon. Only a few bedclothes, garments, and a spare table were saved. 
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A misplaced indication post prevented Pirie Fire Brigade finding the water hydrant in time to 

save the house. In about half-an-hour it was destroyed. 

Mr. Johns estimated the damage at about £800. He lost a roll of notes, to the value of about 

£45, in the fire. His family was left with practically no more than the clothing worn. The house 

and contents were insured for about £500. 

The members of the family were:— 

Mr. F. E. Johns.  

Mrs. Johns. 

Ronald (16). 

Reginald (14). 

Evan (12), who is in Pirie Hospital, recovering from an injury received last week. 

Marjory (10), who was at school. 

Mr. Johns works at the Smelters and his sons conduct a piggery. 

The fire began about 2.30 p.m., and its origin is not clear. Mrs. Johns, who was the only 

person in the house at the time, attributed it to the explosion of petrol vapor in a bedroom. 

She had been cleaning a suit, and placed the cork on a bottle of petrol being used before she 

went to another room. 

Later she heard an explosion, and then saw a sheet of flame burst from the rear bedroom. 

Apparently a spark from the kitchen or the copper had ignited petrol fumes. The flames soon 

swept through the house.  

HOUSE PARTLY WOOD 

The house was half brick and mortar, half wood and iron. The rear bedroom where the fire 

started was of iron, lined with matchwood. The two front bedrooms were of brick, and the rest 

of the house, consisting of sitting room, kitchen and washhouse, was chiefly wood and iron, 

although the rear walls were brick. 

Mrs. Johns rushed to the back of the house to call her husband, and he shouted to his son 

Ronald to inform the fire brigade, and then dashed into the house. Having carried a spare 

table to safety, Mr. Johns remembered a roll of notes, amounting to between £40 and £50, 

which was in a cardboard box in the sitting room. 

He made for the sitting room; but was blinded by the smoke and could not reach the spot 

where the money was kept. He heard a crash behind him, and therefore struggled out of the 

house. Mrs. Johns and Reginald, who had been in a paddock near the house, attempted to 

save what they could, but after having dragged a few bedclothes to safety they found it 

impossible to re-enter the house. 

An effort was then made to quench the flames with buckets. The tank was almost dry, and no 

flow could be obtained from the tap. A cover was torn off a well and buckets were lowered 

into it, but the effort was useless. 

By that time the fire brigade, under Station-Officer A. M. Griffin, was on the scene. There was 

a red capped indication post on a near-by corner, with the customary notice that a fire plug 

was five feet away. 

The men dug feverishly round the post in an attempt to locate the plug, which could not be 

seen, and they surmised that it was buried. Eventually it was discovered 40 ft. away, on the 

opposite side of the road. 

A length of hose was connected and directed at the fire, but it was too late. The roof had 

collapsed, and house and contents were in ruins. 

SPREAD RAPIDLY 
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Eyewitnesses said that the fire spread with remarkable speed. Within a few minutes of the 

outbreak heavy clouds of smoke were pouring from the house. The wood and iron portion of 

the walls soon crumbled, and the roof collapsed shortly after. Some of the brickwork was 

loosened by the heat, and also fell. 

Some idea of the intensity of the fire can be gained from the wrecked state of the dwelling. 

Nothing remains whole. The walls have fallen in places, and the roof has been reduced to 

twisted pieces of iron. Furniture, and clothing have been almost completely destroyed, and 

the whole of the inside of the dwelling is a mass of ashes. The doors and windows have been 

burned to cinders. No damage was done to the out-houses, which are some distance from the 

dwelling. 

A few articles that were on the clothes-line at the time of the fire were saved. They included 

sheets, bathers, handkerchiefs', and a pinafore. They are the only clothes, apart from those 

they were wearing, the members of the family have left. Mrs. Johns was left without a hat. 

ANOTHER HOUSE DESTROYED 

This is the second time Mr. Johns has had his home destroyed. Fourteen years ago, when he 

was living at the Two-Mile, the roof of his home was blown away in a cyclone, and the walls 

collapsed. He rebuilt, and two years later moved to his present address. Speaking of the fire 

yesterday, Mrs. Johns said, "Although the house was valued at about £400, it was worth 

£1,000 to us." 

Sergt. G. E. Noblet and Constable R. Tonkin made enquiries. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 30 April 1936, page 1 

PERSONAL 

Senior Fireman J. Hocking, of Pirie Fire Brigade, and Mrs. Hocking, who have been in 

Adelaide owing to the illness of a relative, will return to Pirie today. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 11 May 1936, page 1 

RUBBISH FIRE IN PIRIE WEST 

Pirie Fire Brigade last evening received a call to the home of Mr. R. G. Symonds, sen., 4 

Goode road, Pirie West, where some rubbish had caught fire in the backyard. The flames 

were quickly extinguished without any damage having been done. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 16 May 1936, page 1 

HOUSE GUTTED IN PIRIE WEST 

FLAMES TEAR THROUGH SIX ROOMS 

Brigade Out at 5.30 a.m. 

AT 5.30 a.m. yesterday a six-roomed wood and iron dwelling in Falconer street, Pirie West, 

owned by Mr. W. E. Griffin, was gutted by fire. Practically all the contents were destroyed. 

There was no occupant at the time of the outbreak. 

Mrs. F. W. Frost, who lives next door, was awakened shortly before 5.30 by a noise near her 

house. Thinking that someone was intruding in her yard she woke Mr. Frost, and they went to 

investigate. 

A cloud of smoke was rising, and Mr. and Mrs. Frost thought that it was coming from the 

residence of Mr. and Mrs. Millerd, on the northern side. They were about to waken the Millerd 

family when Mr. Griffin's house, on the southern side, burst into flames. 
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Mr. Frost ran to Pirie West Police Station, nearby, and Constable W. Guiney summoned the 

fire brigade. Acting Station-Officer H. T. Sayers turned out promptly with his men and one 

machine. 

NEIGHBORS IN JEOPARDY 

By the time the brigade arrived the flames had a strong hold. With 200 ft. of hose at the front 

and 300 ft. at the rear the fireman attacked the burning house, at the same time working for 

the safety of Mr. Frost's home, which was separated from the burning structure by only about 

5 ft. They were successful in that, and the neighbors yesterday were generous in their praise 

of the methods adopted. 

When the front door was forced it was found that the flames had been through every room. 

The four in front were cleaned right out, and only a charred mass remained. The furniture in 

the kitchen and a back bedroom was badly scorched, as were the walls and ceiling. 

Included in the losses were a fine piano and cabinet wireless set. The building, which was 

lined with matchboard, remained standing, and the actual work of extinguishing the flames 

was expeditiously done. The firemen could see the blaze when they left the station. 

OWNER ABSENT 

Mr. and Mrs. Griffin had been at Mount Barker with their son since last Saturday, and the 

house had been locked and unoccupied. Mr. Griffin was notified of his misfortune in the 

morning, and arrived home early in the afternoon. The building and contents were insured for 

£300 and £110 respectively with Royal Insurance Company. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 16 May 1936, page 1 

PERSONAL 

Station Officer Griffen, of Pirie Fire Brigade, is enjoying three weeks annual leave in Adelaide. 

He is being relieved by Mr. T. Sayers, of headquarters, who had a call to Pirie West early 

yesterday morning. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 21 May 1936, page 2 

SUSPICION ATTACHED TO FIRE AT PIRIE WEST HOME 

DISAPPEARANCE OF ELECTRIC KETTLE AND FAN 

POLICE CLOSELY QUESTION WITNESSES AT INQUEST 

WITNESSES were closely questioned about the disappearance of an electric kettle and an 

electric fan when an inquest was conducted in Pirie Courthouse yesterday into circumstances 

surrounding a fire which partially destroyed the home of Mr. W. E. Griffin, of 14 Falconer 

street, Pirie West. Mr. C. R. Hannan several times objected to questions put to witnesses. 

In recording his finding, Mr. A. H. L. Goode (coroner) said that there was suspicion in his mind 

that the property had been set on fire by some person or persons unknown. In a rider he 

exonerated the witnesses from any blame in connection with the origin of the fire. 

Plainclothes-Constable J. Hodge conducted the enquiry for the police, and Mr. Hannan 

appeared for Mr. Griffin and Miss Madge Potter. 

At the opening of the enquiry Mr. Hannan said that he had been instructed to state that the 

insurance company was quite satisfied that the fire had been accidental. Constable Hodge 

said that Mr. W. L. Blight, the company's agent, had been interviewed, and he endorsed what 

Mr. Hannan had said. However, there were one or two points regarding some of the property 

in the house which an inquest might clear up. Mr. Hannan: The inquest can be only 

concerning origin of the fire. 
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MR. A. H. L. GOODE 

Mr. Goode: Quite so; but there will probably be some explanation as the evidence proceeds. 

Mr. Hannan: In fairness to my client, I should not like an enquiry on his behalf to develop 

round loss of any goods. 

Constable Hodge: Evidence will show that certain goods left in the house are now missing. 

The point is whether they were taken before or after the fire occurred. If they were taken 

before the fire started it is the duty of the police, as well as Your Honor, to find who took them, 

and it is possible that the person or persons who took them may be in some way responsible 

for the fire. 

Mr. Goode: I do not think that it will affect the position, Mr. Hannan. 

Mr. Hannan: Perhaps it would be quicker to let it proceed. 

OWNER GIVES EVIDENCE 

William Eli Griffin, owner of the house, said that the premises were insured for £275 and the 

contents for £100. He left the house on Saturday, May 9, and went to Mount Barker. While 

there he received a message from the Pirie police, in consequence of which he returned 

home. 

While away he sent a telegram on the Monday, to Miss Potter. He was aware that she knew 

how to get in. He knew of no other person who could find the key. He had known Miss Potter 

for four or five years. He had known Mrs. Patterson longer. 

When he left home, continued witness, he possessed an electric fan. It was in the diningroom. 

Mr. Goode: Was the fan fixed in any way? 

Witness: No. It was on a cupboard. It was not in use, and had the cord wound round it. 

Witness said that his wife also had an electric kettle. He thought that she had had it for 

"something under 12 months." It was kept in a small cupboard on the kitchen wall. 

Examined by .Mr. Hannan, witness said that Miss Potter was a friend of the family. She had 

responsibility to take charge of the house while he was away. 

To Mr. Goode: I have no idea of the cause of origin of the fire. 

To Constable Hodge: In the rear portion of the house the electric wiring is encased in 

concrete, but I do not know what it is like in the front portion. 

SAW NOBODY AT HOUSE 

Mrs. Lilly Maud Frost, of 12 Falconer street, testified that she lived next door to Mr. Griffin. 

She first noticed the fire about 4.15 a.m. She called out to her husband, and he notified the 

police. 

Two young women in a motor car were at Mr. Griffin's house on the Sunday before he left on 

a holiday. Witness had not seen anybody at the house on the Monday or from the time that 

the owner had left. 

Mr. Hannan did not question witness. 

Questioned by Mr. Goode, she said that she was awakened by a noise of furniture falling. 

She had furniture in a van outside and went out to investigate. 

Station Officer Henry Thomas Sayers (relieving officer in charge of Pirie Fire Brigade) was the 

next witness,. He deposed that he had received a call to the scene of the fire about 5.29 a.m. 

He found the house, a six-roomed iron and weatherboard structure, well alight. The doors 
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were fastened and locked and the windows closed, but he was unable to say whether the 

latter were locked. The firemen gained entrance by breaking open the front and rear doors. 

The electric current had been switched off. 

Witness said that if there had been an electric fan in the diningroom he would have noticed 

the remains. The diningroom was not completely burned out. He made an examination of the 

electric wiring. In the roof in the front of the house it was uncovered, with conduit from the 

ceiling to the switches. He saw nothing on the premises which might have caused 

spontaneous combustion. He was unable to give any opinion as to the cause or origin of the 

fire. 

Questioned by Mr. Goode, witness said that if the meter were switched off no current would 

pass through the wires in the ceiling. Mr. Goode: Do you think it reasonable to assume that 

the rafters of the ceiling could have smouldered from May 11 if the meter were switched on 

then? 

Witness: I do not think so. 

Mr. Goode: Did you form an opinion as to where the fire started? 

Witness: In my opinion it started in the front bedroom, in which was the main body of the fire. I 

do not think that it was started from outside. 

To Mr. Hannan: I can advance no explanation as to what started the fire. 

Constable William Humphrey Guiney gave evidence that about 5.30 a.m. on the day in 

question, in consequence of something he was told at Pirie West Police Station, he 

telephoned the fire brigade and then proceeded to Mr. Griffin's home. On arrival he saw that 

the house was well alight and that the brigade was in attendance. 

When the fire had been extinguished he examined the premises. He found that the two front 

rooms and furniture had been badly damaged. The two middle rooms and furniture had also 

been damaged. He noticed that the electric wiring in the front room and two middle rooms 

was tacked or laid along the top of the rafters and was not covered with conduit. From the 

ceiling to the switches the wires were covered. He found nothing to show the cause of fire or 

any suspicious circumstances.  

KETTLE MISSING 

Later that day, continued witness, he saw Miss Potter, who said:: "I wonder if the electric 

kettle is still there." Witness asked to what kettle she referred, and she replied that there was 

one in a cupboard in the kitchen. Miss Potter asked whether she might see if the kettle were 

there, and witness accompanied her to the kitchen, where she opened a small cupboard. She 

said that the kettle was missing. The cupboard had not been affected by the fire, although it 

had by smoke and water. He thought that the incident referred to took place about 10.30 or 11 

a.m. 

Witness did not notice an electric fan in the dining-room. He thought that if there had been a 

fan there when the fire had started he would have seen the remains. 

Later he took a statement from Miss Potter, who told him that she had been in the house on 

the Monday. She did not mention that any other person had accompanied her. 

To Mr. Goode: The rear ceilings were of weatherboard. The front ones were burned out. 

Examined by Mr. Hannan, witness said that he left the scene of the fire several times. The 

first time he went away to communicate with Mr. Griffin. One of the firemen was left in charge. 

He thought that it was Fireman Pavlich. Witness might have been away for 10 minutes. He 

went away again between 8 and 8.30, during which time Constable J. W. Corner was in 
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charge. He also was away between 1.15 and 1.30, when Constable Corner was again in 

charge.  

"DOOR UNLOCKED" 

Miss Madge Potter, of Three Chain road, Pirie South, said that she first heard of the fire about 

9 a.m. on the day it occurred. She went to the house between 10.30 and 11 that day. She 

saw Constable Guiney there. After a conversation with him she went to the kitchen and 

looked in a cupboard. Mrs. Patterson had informed her in the morning that the kettle was 

missing. 

Later that day witness made a statement to Constable Guiney. She told him that she had 

been in the house on the Monday evening. Her visit to the house on the Monday was in 

consequence of a message from Mr. Griffin, she continued. She entered by the back door, 

which was unlocked. That was about 6 p.m. She knew where the key of the back door was 

kept. She tried the key in the door, but could not turn it. Mrs. Patterson also tried to turn the 

key. Later witness found that the door was not locked. She switched on the lights and went 

into the kitchen and parcelled some music. She switched off the lights and put the key in its 

place before she went away. 

Witness said that Mrs. Patterson looked in the cupboard took the kettle out, and replaced it. 

Witness had known Mr. Griffin between four and five years. Sometimes Mrs. Patterson 

accompanied her to the house. 

"HARASSING WITNESS" 

At this stage Mr. Hannan objected to the nature of the questions being put to witness by 

Constable Hodge. "I don't know where these questions are leading," he said. "We are not 

here to find the destination of a kettle, and these questions are entirely irrelevant and directed 

to harassing this girl for some reason. 

Constable Guiney was asked in a most unusual manner about a statement made by this lady 

to him. She should have been called to say these things —not Constable Guiney, to give 

secondary evidence. I object to the course these questions are taking." 

Mr. Goode: Do you want me to issue a warning to the witness? 

Mr. Hannan: No; she is here to answer questions. But I object to the time being wasted by 

asking questions about her relations with the family. 

Mr. Goode: We are enquiring into the origin of a fire, and this may be a step toward it. 

Mr. Hanhan: I cannot see it. Mr. Goode: perhaps I can. 

Constable Hodge: If we could lay our finger on the destination of the kettle we might clear up 

the origin of the fire."  

NO OTHERS IN HOUSE 

Continuing her evidence, Miss Potter said that she did not tell Constable Guiney that Mrs. 

Patterson was with her that evening because she was not asked that question. When she 

went to the scene of the fire she went into the house with Constable Guiney. At that time 

there were no other persons in the house. Mrs. Patterson's husband had bought her an 

electric kettle, and she (Mrs. Patterson) was not sure of the voltage. That was why she looked 

at Mrs. Griffin's kettle. She had had no reason to examine the kettle previously. 

To Mr. Goode witness said that on the morning of the fire Mrs. Patterson told her that the 

kettle was missing. Mrs. Patterson called in on the morning of the fire to see if the kettle were 

there so that she could clean it. On the morning of the fire she had been in before witness 

arrived there. 
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MRS. PATTERSON NOT CALLED 

Constable Hodge informed the coroner that Mrs. Patterson was present at the inquest, but he 

did not think she could assist. He was still of opinion that the destination of the kettle would 

assist in arriving at the cause of the fire, but he did not think that the enquiry would assist in 

finding even the destination of the kettle. He did not desire to waste any time. 

Recalled by Mr. Hannan, Mr. Griffin said that he did not see anything unusual in Miss Potter 

and Mrs. Patterson examining the kettle. They were in charge of the house and he had 

implicit trust in them. He realised that they were most capable people to leave in charge. 

Questioned by Mr. Goode, witness said that the ceilings of the two front rooms were of 

matchboard. 

"SUSPICION IN MY MIND" 

After a brisk adjournment Mr. Goode delivered his finding. 

"In reviewing the evidence before me," he said, "I have a suspicion in my mind that this 

property was set on fire by some person or persons unknown. But, the evidence adduced 

does not permit me to say by whom; and I therefore say that a fire occurred on Friday, May 

15, at 14 Falconer street, Pirie West, in which a six-roomed dwelling house was destroyed, 

but there is no evidence to show the cause of origin of such fire." Mr. Goode added a rider 

"completely exonerating the witnesses from any blame in connection with the origin of the 

fire." 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 23 May 1936, page 3 

Personal Reminiscences 

When Mr. Alf. Roberts Was Elected for Gladstone—Former Pirie Fire Brigade Chief Passes—

Three Big Local Fires—Mr. F. Walters 85 Tomorrow—An Old Freemason. 

[Written expressly for "The Recorder" by S. W. OSBORNE] 

Late Mr. J. C. Kellett 

AS mentioned in yesterday's "Recorder," Mrs. H. W. Sampson has received news of the 

death in San Francisco on April 14 of Mr. J. C. Kellett, formerly fire brigade station officer at 

Pirie. 

Mr. Kellett had many friends here, and was the father of a popular family the members of 

which are now widely scattered. Arthur and Miss Freda Kellett are residing in San Francisco, 

Mrs. G. Stephen (formerly Miss "Babs" Kellett) is in Seattle and Dick Kellett's home is in 

Honolulu. Mrs. Kellett (nee Wolter), who survives, is a native of Laura, but she had lived in 

Pirie for a number of years prior to marrying Mr. Kellett. 

Mr. Kellett, whose early life was spent at sea, was recognised here as a very capable officer. 

He served with Pirie Fire Brigade for nine years, succeeding Mr. Hedger, who was in charge 

for a brief period. The latter followed Mr. Archie Napier (a son of the late Dr. Napier and 

brother of Mr. Justice Napier), who later went to New Zealand and became chief of the 

Wellington Fire Brigade. 

Mr. Kellett's last big fire was when, early in 1919, the somewhat flimsy old Coo-ee building, 

constructed of wood and iron, went up in flames early one morning. It will be remembered that 

the upper portion of the premises was then occupied by Mr. "Gay" Lewis, who conducted a 

billiards saloon there. 

Mr. Kellett always expressed a desire to make his home in America, where he had a brother, 

and in August, 1919, he resigned and soon after left with his family for San Francisco. He was 
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succeeded by Station Officer Cook, who within a year or so after his appointment to Pirie was 

in charge when three of the town's biggest fires occurred. 

Three Great Fires 

THE mill belonging to Adelaide Milling Company was burned at the end of October, 1919, and 

the following year the disastrous fires at the Smelters and Messrs. W. J. Pimlott & Co.'s 

furniture factory happened. 

Pirie firemen have always held a fine record, and in connection with the outbreaks at the mill 

and Pimlott's factory they effected splendid "saves." Though the working part of the mill was 

destroyed, the adjoining big store, which then housed £15,000 worth of flour, was saved, and 

while Pimlott's premises, containing much inflammable material, were gutted, the firefighters 

prevented the flames extending to Messrs. C. Geddes and Co.'s big timber shed, between 

which and the burning factory was only a galvanised iron partition. 

As to the fire at the Smelters, the biggest brigade in the world could not, in the circumstances, 

have saved the Dwight and Lloyd plant. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 10 June 1936, page 1 

SOLOMONTOWN HOME ON FIRE 

SEVERE DAMAGE TO REAR PORTION 

Brigade Prevents Total Loss 

THE kitchen of a wood and iron dwelling in Square street, Solomontown, was completely 

destroyed and the dining room and wash-house were severely damaged by fire late last night. 

Prompt action by Pirie Fire Brigade saved the remainder of the house. 

The house, which is at No. 9 Square street, was occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Branford. 

The owner is believed to be Mr. Don McKinnon, of Adelaide. At the time of the outbreak, 

which was shortly before 11 o'clock, the occupants were visiting their son, Mr. P. Branford, of 

Parks street, Solomontown. 

The kitchen and contents were completely gutted, and little of value was left in the dining 

room or wash-house. What was not destroyed by the flames was damaged by smoke and 

water. Last night Mr. Branford was unable to make any estimate of the damage. He said that 

the contents of the home were not insured. It will not be known until the owner has been 

communicated with whether the building was covered. 

While returning home in their son's car Mr. and Mrs. Branford could see the glow of the fire 

from more than a block away. When they arrived and found that it was their own home which 

was ablaze they were informed by two youths named Hawker and Tee that the alarm had 

already been given. 

REPULSED BY HEAT 

They entered the house to find the kitchen well ablaze and the dining room filled with smoke. 

They made futile attempts to enter those two rooms, but heat and smoke forced them back. 

One of their first thoughts was for a box of private papers in the hallway, and that was taken 

to safety. Mr. P. Branford carried bedding and other articles out of the house. 

The brigade, which received the call at 11 o'clock, arrived almost immediately after Mr. and 

Mrs. Branford. A line of hose was run out from a main in Square street and the water played 

on the flames. Within a few minutes the firemen, directed by Station Officer A. M. Griffin, had 

the flames under control. 

I was a creditable save on the part of the brigade. A bedroom adjoining the dining room and 

two front bedrooms escaped with only slight damage by smoke. 
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SCENE OF HAVOC 

Sheets of galvanised iron swinging from the sagging roof of the dining room, charred wood, 

broken furniture and ornaments, and smoke-begrimed walls were evidence of the work of the 

flames. Among the principal contents of the dining room which were destroyed or severely 

damaged were a suite of furniture, sideboard and safe, and a number of pictures. 

The save effected by the brigade appears all the more remarkable in view of the direction of 

the breeze. Mr. P. Branford said afterward that when he had unlocked the rear door to gain 

entrance to the house a draught toward the front of the house was noticeable. Fortunately 

pressure from the water main was fairly good, according to Station Officer Griffin. 

Cause of the outbreak is unknown. All was well when Mr. Branford. jun., called at the house 

at 8.30 p.m. for a magazine. The police department was represented by Sergt. G. E. Noblet 

and Constable J. W. Corner (officer in charge of Solomontown Station), who were early on 

the scene. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Friday 3 July 1936, page 23 

Escape From Fire Through Window 

PORT PIRIE, July 2. 

At 4.30 a.m. today the fire brigade, under Station Officer Griffin, made a smart response to a 

call from the main road, Solomontown, and made a remarkable save at a double-fronted shop 

at the corner of Park street. The northern portion of the building was blazing when the firemen 

arrived. The premises, constructed of wood and iron, with lath and plaster lining, are occupied 

by Mr. H. A. Smith, grocer and secondhand dealer, and he and his son were sleeping there 

last night in a room at the rear of the grocery department. The latter woke to find the room in 

flames, and he had only just time to arouse his father to permit of their escape through a side 

window. The grocery side and rooms at the rear, with their contents, were damaged, but the 

secondhand section and apartments behind were saved, though the stock and furniture were 

affected by heat and smoke. Mr. Smith's stock and furniture were insured for £325. The 

building, owned by Mr. A. G. Jeffrey, of Clare, was covered in a policy for £400. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 3 July 1936, page 3 

SHOP AND FOUR ROOMS GUTTED 

EARLY MORNING FIRE AT SOLOMONTOWN 

OCCUPANTS ESCAPE THROUGH WINDOW 

EARLY yesterday morning the mixed goods store and dwelling occupied by Mr. Harold A. 

Smith, at 82 Main road, Solomontown, were gutted by fire. The occupants, who were asleep 

at the time of the outbreak, escaped through a window. 

Mr. Smith has for some time been conducting the mixed business on the corner of Parks 

street and Main road. The adjoining shop is also occupied by Mr. Smith as a secondhand 

dealer and marine stores collector. The dwelling is at the rear of both shops. 

Mr. Smith and his young son, Kingsley were asleep when, shortly before 4.30 a.m., the boy 

was awakened by the sound of crackling. He woke his father, thinking that someone was 

trying to enter the shop. When they jumped out of bed they found that flames had cut them off 

from both doors. In their pyjamas they opened the bedroom window and escaped into Parks 

street. 

A GOOD SAVE 

Constable Geary, who lives at Mr. McDougall's residence next door, was quickly on the 

scene. Mr. Smith meanwhile had telephoned the fire brigade, which received the call at 4.33. 
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Station Officer A. M. Griffin, with five men and two appliances, was on the scene speedily, 

and in 20 minutes had the flames under control. 

The mixed goods shop was well alight, and efforts were centred on saving the secondhand 

store and Mr. McDougall's house. The work was efficiently done. Some of the goods in the 

second shop were damaged by heat, smoke, and water, but the flames were kept back. 

The whole of the contents of the first shop, two bedrooms, sitting room, and living room were 

destroyed. Mr. Smith, and his son had nothing but their pyjamas left. Mrs. Smith and another 

son were at the home of her mother. The property, which is owned by Mr. A. C. Jeffrey, of 

Clare, was insured with the Norwich Union Office, and Mr. Smith had the contents insured 

with Phoenix Company. 

"FINE PIECE OF WORK" 

Mr. Smith yesterday afternoon was sincere in his praise of the work of the fire brigade. "It was 

a fine piece of work," he said. "They went about it in business-like fashion, and considering 

the hold the fire had when they were called they made a wonderful job of it." 

Mr. P. G. McDougall, of 86 Main road, also paid a tribute to the work of the firemen. There is 

only about a foot between the secondhand shop and his house, and the only damage done 

was the burning of a little paint from the guttering. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 23 July 1936, page 3 

RUBBISH FIRE IN TIMBER STACK 

Extinguished Before Any Damage Done 

Adjoining Chas. Geddes And Co.'s Mills 

RUBBISH, bagging, and wood-chips in the centre of Globe Proprietary Limited's timber stack 

in front of Solomontown Swimming Club's shed caught fire yesterday afternoon. Prompt 

detection of the small blaze by Mr. W. F. Murray (watchman) and quick action of Pirie Fire 

Brigade prevented it spreading to the timber. 

About one and a half million super ft. of mining timber, brought from Canada last year by the 

ships Hartlepool, Helmspey, and King Lud, are in the stack, stated Mr. C. L. M. McLaughlin 

(Pirie manager for Globe Proprietary). A space of only a few feet separates the stack from the 

timber mills of Chas. Geddes & Co. 

Pirie Fire Brigade received the call at 2.48 and was on the scene almost immediately. A small 

lane about 18-in. wide runs into the stack, and a fireman entered it to trace the smoke to its 

seat. He was able to extinguish the flames before they had done any damage. The cause of 

the fire is unknown. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Tuesday 25 August 1936, page 20 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

Fire Brigade Exams.—It is expected that the Fire Brigade examinations for promotion will be 

completed at metropolitan headquarters this week. Next week the Chief Officer (Mr. J. J 

Whyte) will go to Port Pirie, where another five candidates will be examined, making a total of 

57. The results will probably be announced in about a fortnight. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 11 September 1936, page 1 

PERSONAL 

Mr. C. Pavlich, of Pirie Fire Brigade, began annual leave yesterday. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 16 September 1936, page 2 
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Shed at Rear of Store Gutted 

A small lean-to shed at the rear of H. A. & W. Goode's Ellen street store was gutted yesterday 

morning. The contents comprised a few odd boxes. The fire broke out shortly before noon. 

Pirie Fire Brigade was called and in a few minutes quelled the blaze with buckets. An 

incinerator adjoins the shed, and it is possible that a spark from it started the fire. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 30 September 1936, page 8 

WE REMEMBER STORIES FROM THE VETERANS 

MANY tales are being told this week in Pirie. Some are "tall," others accurate, a few poignant, 

and dozens joyful. They all breathe that spirit which makes the Piriean loyally stand by his old 

town. 

Some experiences of early days have been helped along by the jubilee atmosphere, but "The 

Recorder" finds in them all a certain charm as impressing on the younger generation an idea 

of what the "old hands" went through. 

So we present a few tabloid sketches sifted out during the week:— 

MR. R. G. SYMONDS, Goode road: 

One of Mr. Symonds many recollections dating back to 1890 in Pirie concerns the old 

volunteer fire brigade which housed its hand-reel where Mr. Les. Jones' cycle shop is now. 

The brigade sallied forth on occasion and experienced many false alarms. 

Then, one day in 1890, came an individual with a fine uniform. He had been appointed in 

Adelaide to take charge, and the first thing he did was to call out the brigade. He kept the 

volunteers cantering on foot from point to point until they struck work, dismissed themselves, 

and left the officer to take the reel back. 

[Advertisements] 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 11 December 1937, page 2 

ROUND the SHOPS 

Suggestions For Gifts 

Cycle Repairs and Parts At Les. Jones' 

MR. Les Jones' store and workshop in Alexander street has always been a 

popular centre for cycle repairs, and this year has proved no exception. 

Necessary adjustments of small or large nature are made to both bicycles 

and motor cycles with efficiency and in quick time. All work from the simple 

mending of punctures to that of more serious nature is undertaken. 

Mr. Jones has the agency for Lenroc Cycles, and those contemplating 

purchasing a machine for Christmas would do well to see that make. Fully 

equipped, they are retailed at a price that is attractive to all pockets. Cycle 

accessories, including tyres, tubes, lamps, and lamp parts, are always in 

stock in Mr. Jones' store. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 25 November 1937, page 3 

CYCLISTS - - - MOTOR CYCLISTS 

WE REPAIR ALL MAKES OF CYCLES AND MOTORS 

Have your old bike made like new. Air-drying or Stoving Enamel, Battery Charging, 

Pram Tyreing, Cycle Accessories, M-Cycle Agencies. 
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NEW CYCLES FOR £5 19/6 COMPLETE. 

LES JONES, 47 ALEXANDER STREET. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 6 October 1936, page 2 

FIRE OFFICIALS SEE REAL THING 

Pirie Brigade Receives Call During Inspection 

CAR SEVERELY DAMAGED 

VISITING members of the South Australian Fire Brigades Board had an opportunity of seeing 

the Pirie brigade in action in unprepared circumstances yesterday morning, for a call was 

received while an official visit was being paid to the station. The brigade extinguished a fire 

which severely damaged a car. 

Prior to the genuine alarm a board call by telephone sent the firemen speeding to Baltic 

Wharf. The first motor was manned by Station Officer A. M. Griffin and three men and the 

Dennis pump by two men. The pump was set to work and three lines of hose run out. 

At 10.56, while board members were inspecting the station quarters, a telephone call caused 

the first motor and the pump again to leap into action, the destination being the yard at the 

rear of Adelaide Steamship Company's premises in Ellen street, where a car had caught fire. 

A passerby had seen the vehicle burning and had notified the company office. Mr. J. L. 

Barter, a member of the office staff, and Mr. R. Moore (chief officer of the motor vessel 

Moonta) had set to work with a chemical extinguisher and a bucket of water while awaiting 

arrival of the brigade. 

Petrol Tank Untouched 

The firemen were on the scene in quick time and soon put out the flames by use of chemicals 

and a control hose. The vehicle, a sedan owned by Mrs. E. B. Cload, of Afford road, was 

severely damaged. It was insured. The hood was burned out, dashboard and upholstery 

destroyed, and steering wheel and other woodwork charred; the windscreen and windows 

had given way before the heat and some of the paint on the outside of the vehicle had been 

blistered. The engine, bonnet, wheels and tyres, and lower portion of the bodywork appeared 

to be untouched. 

Fortunately the speed with which the fire was overcome prevented the flames reaching the 

petrol tank. The car was standing close to a large wood and iron structure. Cause of the fire is 

not known. 

BOARD MEMBERS SATISFIED 

Reconditioned Motor For Pirie 

On a tour arranged with a view to testing the efficiency of brigades, South Australian Fire 

Brigades Board members visited Pirie on the motor vessel Moonta yesterday. Those in the 

party were Messrs. H. Jackson (chairman), J. J. Whyte (chief officer), E. Peet (city corporation 

representative), F. Miers, P. Baker (insurance representatives), and R. P. Beeton (secretary.) 

Mr. Jackson said that the party was very satisfied with the way the Pirie men were performing 

their duties. The answer to the board call had been satisfactory and the men had turned out 

smartly when the alarm had been given concerning a car on fire. 

"While we appreciate the efficiency of the brigade we intend to have further efficiency within 

the next week as far as the motor appliance is concerned. The motor here a few months ago 

has been reconditioned and had pneumatic tyres fitted, which will make it much more efficient 

as far as fire-fighting in this town is concerned,'' added Mr. Jackson. 
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Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 7 October 1936, page 1 

PERSONAL 

Fireman C. R. Thomas, of Pirie Fire Brigade, is on annual leave. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 29 October 1936, page 1 

PERSONAL 

Fireman J. G. Dunn, of Pirie Fire Brigade, will begin annual leave tomorrow. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 2 November 1936, page 4 

FIRE IN PIRIE BOOTSHOP 

Prompt Discovery Averts Damage 

The prompt detection of a fire in Mr. I. H. Parasiers' bootshop in Ellen street on Saturday 

evening averted serious damage. An upholstered cushion was destroyed and the floor and a 

partition were scorched. Pirie Fire Brigade received the call at 8.25 p.m. and an appliance in 

charge of Station Officer A. M. Griffin was promptly on the scene. Entrance to the premises 

was forced and the firemen found the inside thick with smoke. The flames from the cushion 

were licking a matchboard partition. The blaze was readily quelled. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 4 November 1936, page 2 

FIRE IN PIRIE WEST HOUSE 

Brigade Confines It To Corner of Room 

Damage, chiefly from smoke and scorching, was done to the kitchen of a semi-detached 

stone house at 11 Falconer street by fire yesterday morning. Mr. G. Lambert is the occupier 

and the house is owned by Mrs. P. Mendt, who lives next door. 

Pirie Fire Brigade men confined the flames to one corner of the room, a small portion of the 

floor and wooden ceiling of which were destroyed. Heat and smoke caused the walls and 

contents of the room to blister. Mr. Lambert, who lives by himself, was at work at the time of 

the outbreak. It was noticed from the street by Mrs. Mendt, who phoned the fire brigade at 

9.14 a.m. A motor appliance in charge of Station Officer A. M. Griffin was promptly on the 

scene. 

It is believed that a spark from the stove caused the fire. Neither the house nor contents was 

insured. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 21 November 1936, page 2 

PIRIE HOME DESTROYED 

FIRE IN WOOD AND IRON HOUSE 

Owner is Building Another Dwelling 

A THREE-ROOMED wood and iron house and its contents situated on The Terrace, Risdon 

Park, were destroyed by fire in a few minutes yesterday morning. Mr. S. H. Meyers, owner 

and occupier, assessed the loss at between £400 and £450, portion of which was covered by 

insurance. Furniture for five rooms was in the house, said Mr. Meyers. 

Everything was in order when he left for work at the Smelters at 7 a.m. At 7.30 he was 

informed that his dwelling was on fire, and when he returned home 10 minutes later it had 

been reduced to a mass of twisted iron and charred wood. The cause of the fire was not 

known yesterday. 
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Mrs. Meyers was absent on her brother's farm at Mundoora when the outbreak occurred. She 

was called by telephone, and returned to Pirie by motor. Until her arrival at the scene she was 

not aware that her home had been destroyed. 

The wood and iron house, which Mr. and Mrs. Meyers had occupied for about 12 months, 

was used as a makeshift dwelling. Adjoining it Mr. Meyers is constructing a larger house of 

concrete blocks, the walls of which have been built to a height of only about four ft. Among 

the articles destroyed were a refrigerator and a wireless set. Furniture not in use had been 

stored in the back room. 

Use of Garden Hose 

Pirie Fire Brigade was called at 7.24 by Mr. F. Cockburn, who lives next door. Mr. and Mrs. 

Cockburn were in their front garden when they noticed smoke and flames issuing from Mr. 

Meyers' house, and in a vain attempt to quell the fire they directed a hose on it. 

The two fire brigade motor appliances, in charge of Station Officer A. M. Griffen, answered 

the call, but the fire was too fierce for their efforts to be of much avail. Fanned by a north-

easterly wind, the flames readily burned the closely-packed furniture. Aluminium saucepans in 

the kitchen were buckled and plates and kitchen utensils cracked into small pieces. 

Shed Saved 

A small lean-to at the back of the house was all that was saved. It contained several boxes 

and some tools. A wooden-window frame fitted into a wall of the house Mr. Meyers is building 

was only a few inches from the fire, but was not scorched. The wind, apparently, blew the 

flames away from it. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Monday 23 November 1936, page 7 

Fire At Port Pirie 

PORT PIRIE, November 22. 

The Fire Brigade received a call from Ellen street today, and on arrival found that a fire had 

broken out among some cases and packing straw at the rear of Hannan Bros.' shop, which is 

situated between the premises of the Eudunda Farmers' Co-operative Society's store and the 

English, Scottish & Australian Bank. The cause of the outbreak is unknown. Little damage 

was caused. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 23 November 1936, page 2 

PACKING CASES CATCH FIRE 

Outbreak at Rear of Ellen Street Premises 

The clang of a firebell drew a crowd of about 100 persons of all ages into Florence street 

yesterday morning. They were not treated to anything spectacular, however, as the only 

things consumed by the flames were packing cases, straw, and rubbish. 

The outbreak occurred at the rear of Hannan Bros', premises in Ellen street. Its cause is 

unknown, but it is supposed to have resulted from spontaneous combustion. The brigade 

received a call at 11.20, and two appliances, with Station Officer A. M. Griffen in charge, were 

on the scene with customary promptness. The firemen quickly extinguished the flames. It was 

well that the blaze was caught in its early stages as buildings in Ellen-street are close 

together. 

Mr. J. W. Young (manager of Pirie branch of Eudunda Farmers' Co-operative Society), who 

was working in the office of the company's premises which are situated close to the scene of 

the fire, had his attention attracted by the glare. He gave the alarm and then, with Miss N. 
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Eley, a member of the staff, attacked the flames with buckets of water until arrival of the 

firemen, who ran out a line of hose from a main in Florence street. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 26 November 1936, page 1 

BURNING BLANKET IN PIRIE HOUSE 

Pirie Fire Brigade received a call to 35 George street yesterday, where a large blanket 

covering one of the windows of Mr. D. Degenaro's house had caught fire. The fire brigade 

found on arrival that the small blaze had been quelled before it could spread. The window 

frame was scorched. 

1937 

Senior Fireman J. B. Hocking 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 16 January 1937, page 1 

GIRL'S FORTUNATE ESCAPE 

Poured Petrol On Kitchen Fire 

A small daughter of Mr. and Mrs. R. Streatfield, of 42 Wilkins street, Solomontown, had a 

fortunate escape from serious injury when she poured petrol, which she believed to be 

kerosene, on a fire in a wood stove at her home yesterday afternoon. Flames leaped out and 

licked one of her arms; but none of the inflammable liquid splashed her, and she escaped 

with slight burns. 

Pirie Fire Brigade received a call from Prince street alarm at 4.27, and two machines, with 

Senior Fireman J. B. Hocking in charge, turned out promptly. The flames, which caused slight 

damage to a mantelpiece and framework round the stove in the kitchen, had been 

extinguished when the firemen arrived. They were able to give first-aid to the girl. Carron oil 

was applied to the injured arm. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 2 February 1937, page 1 

PERSONAL 

Fireman J. P. Woodward, of Pirie Fire Brigade, began annual leave yesterday. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 15 March 1937, page 1 

RESTAURANT DAMAGED 

MIDNIGHT ALARM TO PIRIE BRIGADE 

FIRE damaged the rear of a restaurant in David street early this morning. About midnight Pirie 

Fire Brigade received a call from alarms at Pelham's and in Alexander street. The latter was 

sent by Mr. J. Cocks, of Blue Bird fruit shop, who cut his fingers in the process. The fire was 

in the premises of Union Dining Rooms in David street, occupied by Mr. Apostolos Alexander, 

of The Terrace. On arrival the brigade found the place well alight at the rear. 

The front portion is of brick and the rear, in which the fire was most severe, of wood and iron. 

Large volumes of smoke made the work of the brigade difficult. 

A crowd assembled quickly, many of the people being in night attire. 

By 1.30 a.m. today the flames had been extinguished. The brigade pre-vented them 

spreading to other places in the vicinity and effected a good save at the front of the building. 

The interior of Union Dining Rooms was greatly damaged at the rear, but not much harm was 

done to the front portion, which was affected chiefly by heat. 

Station Officer McCallum had charge of the operations of the fire brigade. 
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Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 8 February 1937, page 4 

Pirie Brigade Extinguishes Grass Fire 

Shortly after noon on Saturday Pirie Fire Brigade received a call to the parklands near the 

Commonwealth Health Laboratory, where a small patch of grass was burning. The firemen 

extinguished the blaze with beaters. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 11 February 1937, page 2 

CAR ON FIRE 

Mishap In Ellen Street Garage 

A single-seater car owned by Miss Monica Nolan, of Weeroona, was damaged by fire 

yesterday morning at the Ellen street garage of Mr. W. L. Scott (Ford service station). 

The car had been undergoing repair during the past couple of days, and the engine was being 

given a trial run in the garage when it suddenly burst into flames. It is thought that a leak of 

petrol came into contact with the hot exhaust manifold and ignited. 

Messrs. Scott and A. O'Loughlin (an employe) were working on the car at the time, and 

immediately the flames shot up they ran the vehicle into the open—a right-of-way—while Mr. 

A. M. Murdoch telephoned the fire brigade. Mr. O'Loughlin made a strenuous attempt to 

smother the fire with bags and received burns on both hands, necessitating medical attention. 

He was at work later in the day. 

Mr. Scott endeavored to quell the fire with the aid of dirt, but within about two minutes of the 

brigade having received the call it was on the scene, and with two fire extinguishers soon had 

the flames out. A tribute was paid on behalf of Mr. Scott to the swiftness with the brigade 

answered the call. The engine was badly charred, and the front interior of the body damaged, 

but on the whole a lucky save was effected. The car was not insured. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 5 March 1937, page 1 

PERSONAL 

Station Officer A. M. Griffin, officer in charge of Pirie Fire Brigade, is on annual leave. 

Accompanied by Mrs. Griffin he has gone to Sydney. Station Officer A. L. McCallum, from 

Adelaide head station, is relieving him. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 10 March 1937, page 2 

IS 8,000 MILES FAIR "LIFE" 

Pirie Council Discusses Its Ambulance 

Body Too Heavy For Chassis, Says Engineer 

SURPRISE was expressed at Monday night's meeting of Pirie Town Council at a 

recommendation from the works committee that the purchase of a new motor ambulance 

should be considered. 

Some members were of opinion that the present vehicle had not reached the end of its 

usefulness. The committee report read:— 

"The breakdown of the ambulance was given consideration after circumstances reported 

upon by officers concerned. The vehicle had been repaired and was in work again. 

Satisfactory arrangements had been made for the temporary use of the horse ambulance 

during repairs. 

"It was resolved to recommend to the council that the purchase of a new ambulance be 

considered." 
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Cr. Jeanes moved that the matter of purchase of a new ambulance should be referred to the 

finance committee for investigation and report. 

The Mayor: We inspected the vehicle. It had been called to an accident near Port Broughton. 

The engine went wrong and the ambulance and patients had to be towed into Pirie. 

"Not Modern Enough" 

Cr. Jeanes: Can the engineer give us any guidance? 

Mr. A. H. Rieschiek (engineer): The hose between the engine and radiator blew out, and the 

engine seized. The body of the vehicle is too big and heavy for the chassis, and it is 

dangerous when in motion. It does not matter what you do, there is always danger. I do not 

deem the present vehicle modern enough. 

Cr. Jeanes: Could it not be sold, for a buckboard or light lorry? 

The Engineer: Yes. It could be used for some of our own light work. 

Cr. Atwell: What is the position of the fire brigade in relation to our ambulance? They house it 

and provide a driver. Is there anything else? Does the fire brigade look after it or overhaul it? 

The Engineer: We do all our own repairs. The fire brigade gives it little mechanical attention. 

Record of Nine Years 

In answer to Cr. Reid the engineer said that the vehicle had covered 8,000 miles in its nine 

years. 

The Mayor: An excellent record of all calls and mileage is kept at the fire station. 

Cr. Johnson: It has received more than 2,000 calls in nine years. 

Cr. Reid: I should not have thought that with 8,000 miles of travel behind it the engine should 

pack up. It should have been only nicely run in. 

The engineer remarked that in case of emergency the ambulance was treated as a fire 

engine. No time was wasted in warming up the engine. 

The Mayor: It is unreliable? 

The Engineer: I would not say that. You will meet trouble with any class of motor. 

The town clerk told the council that Broken Hill Associated Smelters had met half the cost of 

the ambulance. 

Cr. Reid: Will the party injured and towed in from Port Broughton road be required to pay full 

cost for the ambulance service? I understand that they had to hire a car for the tow. 

The Town Clerk: The ambulance was engaged on the usual basis of 1/ a mile. It went out and 

the patients were towed seven miles. But they arrived here in the ambulance, and nothing 

further has been heard. The discussion dropped at that, no motion having been tabled. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 16 March 1937, page 2 

UNION DINING ROOMS FIRE 

PREMISES PRACTICALLY GUTTED 

Scene of Devastation At Rear 

WITH the coming of daylight yesterday the full extent of the damage caused by fire at Union 

Dining Rooms, David street, early in the morning was seen. 
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While the main dining hall is still more or less intact, the wood and iron rear portion of the 

premises, with its furnishings, was completely destroyed. Union Dining Rooms, of which Mr. 

Apostolos (Alec.) Alexander is the proprietor, has for years been one of the best-known 

restaurants in the town among unionists, and has been the popular eating-house for 

waterside workers. 

Trading was carried on as usual on Sunday, and after the evening meal Mr. Alexander locked 

up and left for his home, The Terrace. It was midnight when Mr. J. Cocks, of Blue Bird Fruit 

Shop, sent an alarm to the brigade. The fire had secured a good hold, and the efforts of the 

firemen were concentrated on confining the flames to the rear portion, and preventing a 

spread to the adjoining buildings. On one side was the new district council office, and on the 

other several well-seasoned weatherboard dwellings. 

A COMPLETE JOB 

Inspection of the premises yesterday disclosed a scene of devastation at the rear of the 

building. Ceilings, wall linings, furniture, utensils, and crockery were piled in a confused heap 

in the kitchen. A large icechest in the verandah was badly charred. Three small rooms used 

as store and lumber deposits were cleaned right out, and the solitary bedroom was much 

damaged. 

In the main dining room the 11 tables and chairs to seat 48 diners were severely damaged by 

smoke and water. A cash register at the front door was charred and affected by the heat. 

Mirrors were broken, and a long sideboard at the end of the room, with its load of crockery 

and glassware was partially destroyed. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Tuesday 16 March 1937, page 7 

Early Morning Blaze At Port Pirie 

PORT PIRIE. March 15. 

Damage was caused by fire early this morning at the Union Dining Rooms, David street, one 

of Port Pirie's best known restaurants, conducted for many years by Apostolos Alexander. 

The fire brigade received a call shortly after midnight, and turned out under Station Officer 

McCallum. The rear of the premises was then ablaze. The front of the building is of brick and 

the rear consists of kitchens, a store-room, and one bedroom of wood and iron. The last-

mentioned was burnt out, and the main dining-room, which had 11 tables, to seat 48, was 

damaged by smoke and water. The losses included a cash register, many mirrors, and a 

large sideboard laden with crockery, extending half the width of the dining hall. The brigade 

prevented the fire from spreading to adjoining wood and iron buildings. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Tuesday 23 March 1937, page 13 

Fire At Port Pirie 

PORT PIRIE, March 22. 

At 2.45 a.m. today, Acting Station Officer McCallum and the members of the fire brigade 

answered a call to Wright street, Solomontown, and found that a shed at the rear of premises 

owned and occupied by Mr. W. J. Burns, was alight. Portion of the roof collapsed just before 

the firemen arrived. Inside were a car and a quantity of timber. The shed was gutted, but 

another one by its side, only separated by a wooden partition, was saved. The contents of the 

shed, including the car, were badly damaged. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 23 March 1937, page 1 

SHED AND CAR DESTROYED 

Early Morning Fire At Solomontown 



Port Pirie Fire Brigade.docx 
Page 275 of 318 

SA Country Fire Service Promotions Unit 
www.fire-brigade.asn.au 

9 June 2026 

CORONER DECIDES ON INQUEST 

A TOURING car and the shed in which it was kept were practically destroyed by a fire which 

occurred on the property of Mr. W. J. Burns, Wright street, Solomontown, early yesterday 

morning. A quantity of timber stored in the shed was also destroyed. The car, which was 

seven or eight years old, was insured for £85. After the fire it appeared that no portion of the 

body or engine had escaped severe damage. 

Pirie Fire Brigade received a call from the Prince street fire alarm at 2.45 a.m. and responded 

with two appliances which were quickly on the scene. Hose was run out from a hydrant at the 

rear of the shed, and the flames were quelled quickly. The fire had wrought its destruction 

before the arrival of the brigade. Mr. Burns told Station Officer A. L. McCallum, who was in 

charge of operations, that he had been called by a neighbor, and the fire then had a strong 

hold. He had used his car the evening before, and placed it in the shed about 10.30. 

CAUSE NOT KNOWN 

The cause of the fire is unknown. The shed, which is about 20 yards from the house occupied 

by Mr. Burns, presented a scene of ruin after the fire. The roof had collapsed, and inside the 

three galvanised iron walls which were standing was the wreckage of the car. Half of the shed 

was used as a garage. In the other half charred lengths were all which remained of the timber 

stored there. 

There were many evidences that the blaze had been a fierce one. A glass jar had been 

melted, and the engine block of the car showed signs of fusing. Not a vestige of paint was left 

on the vehicle. The doors had been burned off, and the seats and flooring destroyed. The 

tyres had been reduced to charred canvas, and all the glass had gone from the windscreen, 

leaving a sagging frame. The fence at the rear of the shed was charred. Constable J. W. 

Corner prepared the report for Mr. S. J. Warren (coroner), who decided to hold an inquest at 

10 a.m. on Thursday. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 24 March 1937, page 1 

PERSONAL 

Station Officer A. M. Griffen, of Pirie Fire Brigade, will resume duty today after annual leave 

spent in Sydney. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 29 March 1937, page 3 

OPEN FINDING IN CAR FIRE INQUEST 

Charred Timber Found Under Vehicle 

NO SUSPICION ATTACHED TO OWNER 

AN open finding was recorded by Mr. S. J. Warren in Pirie Coroner's Court after six witnesses 

had given evidence regarding the destruction by fire of a motor car in a shed at the rear of 

premises in Wright street, Solomontown. 

The coroner, who asked a number of questions regarding charred wood said to have been 

found beneath the remains of the car and the possibility of the fire having been caused by a 

short circuit in the wiring, attached no suspicion to William James Burns, owner of the vehicle. 

Det. J. J. Evans appeared on behalf of the police to assist the coroner and Mr. J. J. Wells 

represented Bennie S. Cohen and Son (Lloyds). 

Alexander Murray Potts, of 31 Wright street, Solomontown, laborer, gave evidence that about 

2.30 a.m. on Monday he was awakened by what seemed to be fumes from the Smelters, and 

on going to close the door discovered that the shed in which his neighbor kept his car was on 

fire. He climbed the fence and called Mr. Burns, who came out in his night attire and ran to a 
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fire alarm while witness attacked the flames with a bucket of water. The following evening he 

had a look at the scene of the fire and saw the charred remains of some timber in the shed. 

Questioned by the coroner, witness said that the front portions of the shed and the car were 

alight when he first noticed the fire. If there had been oil or timber burning underneath the 

vehicle he would not have been able to see it. He had to wake Mr. Burns, who came out in 

about two seconds. 

STATEMENTS OF FIRE OFFICERS 

Allan Leslie McCallum, relieving station officer of Pirie Fire Brigade at the time of the fire, 

gave evidence regarding the brigade's operations. Both the car and a quantity of timber had 

been practically destroyed, he said. He was able to form no opinion as to the cause of the fire, 

and it was impossible for him to say where it originated, as the vehicle was alight from end to 

end. He did not notice any charred timber under the car. There was some on the other side of 

the shed. The force of water from the hose would not have been sufficient to make the timber 

float about. 

Alfred Michael Griffin, station officer of the brigade, said that he was away on holiday on the 

date of the fire. He gave evidence regarding a call by fire alarm about 1.54 a.m. on November 

28 last year, when the brigade had found a heap of rubbish alight in the centre of the back 

yard of Mr. Burns' premises. Mr. Burns, who had a couple of buckets of water handy and 

seemed to be taking all precautions, seemed surprised when the firemen arrived, said 

witness. Mr. Burns told witness that he did not have a permit to burn rubbish. It was such a 

still, quiet night that he had thought it a good opportunity to burn it. He was told that it was 

necessary to extinguish the fire. The yard was practically bare at the time, and witness would 

say from memory that the rubbish was about 15 ft. from the rear fence. 

MIGHT HAVE BEEN SHORT CIRCUIT 

Evidence concerning an examination of the damaged car was given by Hugh Edward Finlay, 

of 114 The Terrace, motor mechanic. In a detailed description of the condition of the vehicle 

he said that the wiring was so burned that it was impossible to form an opinion as to what had 

happened. It would have been possible for a short circuit in the wires running to the battery to 

cause a fire. If it were heavy enough and of long enough duration it would run the battery flat. 

The battery was in a partly discharged condition, and he drew the attention of Constable 

Corner and Mr. Burns to that fact. The shortage of oil in the sump was not pronounced 

enough to cause the car to become heated. 

Witness was or opinion that most of the timber under the car was from the flooring board and 

some of it from the roof. Questioned at length by the coroner, witness said that the condition 

of the battery indicated to his mind that there had not been a heavy "short," but possibly there 

had been one. 

Joseph Willam Corner, of Solomontown, police constable, described damage to the car and 

shed. He said that there were several pieces of burned and charred timber under the car. The 

flooring board of the vehicle, a pile of timber on one side of it, and a wooden partition of the 

shed had been burned. The whole of the roof had fallen in. 

HAD NOT HAD SMOKE 

After William James Burns, of 29 Wright street, Solomontown, boiler-maker, had been sworn 

the coroner warned him that he need not answer any questions which might tend to 

incriminate him. "I am not suggesting that that is the case here," he added. Witness gave 

evidence of ownership of the car (No. 108-177). He said that he returned home about 10 or 

10.30 p.m., and placed the car in the shed. The car had not been "done up" for about 12 

months. It had been his intention to use it shortly on a journey. It had not "boiled over" since 

he had had it, and he had had no trouble with the wiring. He had not had a smoke that day. 

To the coroner he said that nobody had smoked in the car at any time that night. The 



Port Pirie Fire Brigade.docx 
Page 277 of 318 

SA Country Fire Service Promotions Unit 
www.fire-brigade.asn.au 

9 June 2026 

registration expired at the end of this month. He had not made any arrangements to renew it; 

he always left it until the last. He intended to renew it. 

Referring to the rubbish fire in November, he said that that had been the only chance he had 

to light it. He had had the yard cleaned up during the week and had intended going away on 

the Saturday.  

The timber under the car was probably from the flooring and the roof. There had been no 

timber under the vehicle when it had been brought in. There was no light in the shed. Witness 

could suggest no possible cause of the fire; the whole business was a complete mystery to 

him. He was covered by insurance to the extent of £85. The car was worth at least £120. 

In reply to a question by Det. Evans witness said that he knew of nobody who had a grudge 

against him and might have caused the fire. 

CAUSE UNKNOWN 

Mr. Warren said that the effect of the expert testimony given was such that he must conclude 

the fire could have been caused by a short circuit in the wiring system, despite that the car 

had been put away for the night some hours previously and apparently had not been touched 

since. "All I can say is that it might have been caused by a short circuit or by some deliberate 

human agency, but the evidence is quite inadequate to enable me to say which. "There is 

nothing in the evidence to indicate that Mr. Burns was in any way implicated. I cannot 

determine the cause or origin of the fire," added Mr. Warren. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 15 April 1937, page 1 

PERSONAL 

Mr. K. Worden has been appointed an auxiliary of Pirie Fire Brigade staff. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 28 May 1937, page 1 

CHIMNEY FIRE AT SOLOMONTOWN 

A chimney afire in a house at Solomontown yesterday received the attention of Pirie Fire 

Brigade. The prompt arrival of two appliances in charge of Station Officer A. M. Griffin averted 

the possibility of the blaze becoming serious. 

At 11.20 a.m. the brigade received a telephone call to the fire, which occurred at Pirie street, 

in the house occupied by Mrs. J. E. Fitzgerald. The fire was caused by tar being boiled on the 

kitchen stove bubbling over. The kitchen mantelshelf was scorched and the adjacent wall was 

blackened with smoke. The blaze was extinguished with a chimney pump. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 8 June 1937, page 4 

ADDITIONAL FIREMAN FOR PIRIE 

Fewer Hours Start From Today 

From today employes of South Australian Fire Brigades Board will enjoy extra time off and a 

small wages increase. So that the fewer hours shall be practicable the staff of the local 

brigade has been increased by one, the number of permanent employes stationed here now 

being 10. That number includes Station Officer A. M. Griffin. 

The additional man is Fireman R. Roper, who arrived from Adelaide Station yesterday. He 

was in Pirie about four years ago. Firemen will have one day off in three. Previously it was 

one day off in four. Except on their off days they have to be within call of the station at all 

times. The wages increase will amount to 5/6 a week for ordinary firemen. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 8 June 1937, page 1 
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PERSONAL 

Fireman R. Roper arrived from Adelaide yesterday to join the staff of Pirie Fire Brigade. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 9 June 1937, page 3 

Social Notes 

CONDUCTED BY "MARGOT," 

Mr. Reg Roebuck, of Wakefield Street Fire Brigade Station, has been transferred to Pirie. He 

arrived here on Monday. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Wednesday 23 June 1937, page 26 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

Finger Cut Off (Port Pirie).—While John Woodward, a member of the Fire Brigade staff, was 

splitting wood with a sharp axe yesterday, he cut off the little finger of his left hand. He was 

taken to the hospital for treatment. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 23 June 1937, page 1 

PERSONAL 

Mr. J. P. Woodward, fireman attached to Pirie Brigade, amputated a little finger between the 

first and second joints while cutting wood at the fire station yesterday. After treatment at Pirie 

Hospital he was allowed to go to his home in David street. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 13 July 1937, page 1 

"NO CALL MADE FOR AMBULANCE" 

REFERENCE TO ELLEN STREET ACCIDENT 

Mayor Makes Enquiries 

REFERENCE to an accident in Ellen street in which Mr. H. J. Willis was injured was made at 

a meeting of Pirie Town Council last night. It was stated that a constable had arrived on the 

scene within five minutes of the accident and that no call had been made for the ambulance. 

In his usual report at the opening of the meeting Mr. Threadgold (mayor) said that he thought 

he should mention an accident in front of the town hall in which a young man residing in the 

town had been rather seriously hurt. "I mention the matter because of the question 

concerning the non-arrival of the ambulance," continued the mayor. "I felt that I was bound to 

make enquiries regarding that. 

"I made exhaustive enquiries from the fire brigade, and no call was made to the brigade for 

the ambulance that day. I also made enquiries at the Smelters, where the ambulance is now 

stabled, with the same result. No advice had been received regarding its requirements for that 

morning." 

Cr. Johnson: It is not a private ambulance, is it? The Mayor: No. Mr. Threadgold added that 

he had made enquiries in fairness to the Smelters and the fire brigade. All enquiries possible 

had been made, and he had been assured that no enquiries had been made that morning for 

the ambulance 

"DOCTOR WENT FOR SPLINTS" 

Referring to the matter during questions without debate, Cr. Reid asked the mayor: "Is it a fact 

that there was a policeman present almost immediately after the accident occurred and that 

he remained with the victim until his removal? "Further, is it a fact that the man was left on the 

street at the request of the doctor until he went away to get the necessary splints?" 
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"There was a constable there within five minutes of when the accident occurred, and he 

remained there and helped the doctor set the limb," replied Mr. Threadgold. "He was due on 

duty at 8.30 and arrived there a few minutes before 8.25. I understand that the man left the 

Smelters at 8.18. The accident probably happened about 8.20. The constable was there just 

after the accident and remained there and assisted the doctor. 

"I am not in a position to say exactly at what time the doctor arrived, but he immediately went 

back to the hospital to secure splints, and I understand, advised the patient not to be removed 

until the limb was set." 

Ald. Berridge: And any ambulance would know that as a precaution. Cr. Reid: An entirely 

different story. The Mayor: That was the result of the enquiries I made. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 28 July 1937, page 2 

FALSE ALARM 

Fire Brigade Called To New Car Barn 

The sight of one of the motors of Pirie Fire Brigade, with Station-Officer A. M. Griffin and three 

firemen aboard, making all speed toward Solomontown shortly before 1 p.m. yesterday drew 

the attention of everyone in the streets. 

There was no fire, however. The call was an accidental one from the new Commonwealth car 

barn at Pirie South railway yards. The ceiling of the barn is thickly studded with sprinkler 

heads of the Grinnell fire system. They are so adjusted that a jet of water is released when 

the temperature surrounding it reaches 155 deg. Fahrenheit. At such moment the fire alarm is 

immediately and automatically communicated to the fire station. 

It was one of these calls, received at 12.50 p.m., that the brigade answered yesterday. The 

system was quite intact, and the call was believed to have been the result of a line fault. Many 

linesmen were working in the vicinity, and a short-circuit may have occurred. The call served 

merely to illustrate the alacrity of the local brigade. 

News (Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1954), Tuesday 17 August 1937, page 4 

Ancient Ambulance Causes Indignation at Port Pirie 

PORT PIRIE, Tuesday.—Lack of an efficient modern ambulance service in a town of 12,000 

inhabitants, and with a great industry employing 1,200 men, is seriously exercising the minds 

of Port Pirie citizens. The case of Mrs. Beatrice Maloney, who reached Port Pirie Hospital 3½ 

hours after having fallen and broken her leg, has accentuated the desire of ratepayers that 

something should be done. 

Were it not for the serious nature of its missions, the historic old horse bus would raise a 

hearty community laugh every time it appeared. It is housed at the smelters, and in case of 

emergency, night or day, its services are requisitioned by telephone to the town fire brigade 

station, thence to the smelters exchange, which rings the stables. The man in charge at night 

has to bring from the land of dreams a placid old horse, harness it, and jog to the scene of 

trouble. The vehicle, which is a cross between a Black Maria and brougham of the Victorian 

era, was an ancient contraption when it was used to "rush" patients to isolation during the 

influenza epidemic in Port Pirie in 1919. 

Ten years ago the town council, with the aid of the smelters authorities, purchased a motor 

ambulance, but five months ago, after having covered only 8,000 miles, it became useless 

and was idle in the garage at the fire station until Ald. Coffey a fortnight ago demanded in the 

council that it should be placed in the hands of smelters engineers for examination. As a 

result the engineers recommended that it should not be refitted. The town council recently 

circularised industries of the district, seeking assistance in the purchase of an up-to-date 

vehicle, but did not receive a heartening response.  
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Fuel recently was added to people's feelings toward the ancient ambulance when it was taken 

to the wharf to pick up an injured man who had fallen down a ship's hold. When it was desired 

to place him on a stretcher it was found necessary to break the glass of doors of the 

ambulance to open them. When they were opened, a bicycle was found reposing within. The 

Gilbertian state of affairs has caused ratepayers to speak their minds in no uncertain manner. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 20 August 1937, page 1 

FALSE ALARM 

About 6.30 last night Pirie Fire Brigade received a call from an alarm near the corner of The 

Terrace and Goode road. Two appliances turned out smartly, only to find that some person 

had given a false alarm. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 25 September 1937, page 2 

ROOM GUTTED 

FIRE IN FLORENCE STREET BLOCK 

Unemployed Man Badly Singed 

PIRIE Fire Brigade was out on the job yesterday, when a blaze broke out in a row of single 

rooms at the rear of Pantheon Cafe, Florence street, rented to unemployed men. One room 

was gutted and others were damaged. The occupier of the centre room, Mr. Michael Czar, 

was severely scorched about the head and hands. 

Shortly after 4 p.m. the brigade received a call from Florence street and turned out smartly 

with two appliances and five men. The iron shacks were starting to blaze merrily when a 

strong flow of water was directed into the centre rooms. 

In a few minutes the fire was under control, but not before the contents of the room had been 

practically destroyed. Constable L. Wehr, who was on duty, had a task to prevent two aged 

occupants rushing into the row of rooms to rescue their belongings. A crowd quickly 

assembled. 

Mr. Czar, who was treated at Pirie Hospital, had practically all his hair burned off, and was 

blistered on the head and hands. He said that he was operating a primus stove in his room to 

boil some water when it burst into flames and ignited some cotton material near. He 

endeavored to put out the flames, which wrapped themselves round his head, and was finally 

forced to flee to safety. He was assisted to the hospital, walking in socks. Some of the men 

living in the rooms dragged their property to safety. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Saturday 25 September 1937, page 18 

GOOD SAVE BY PORT PIRIE BRIGADE 

Dazed Man Rescued From Burning Room 

PORT PIRIE, September 24. 

The Fire Brigade, under Station Officer Griffin, made a particularly good save when called this 

afternoon to the Florence street Coffee Palace, owned by Mrs. Varsamis. At the rear of the 

premises is a row of five rooms, which are let to various tenants, and the firemen on arrival, 

found the centre room well alight. The occupant of the room, Michari Czar, was rescued just 

in time. His head was slightly burned, and his hair singed. He was dazed and was suffering 

from shock. Czar was taken to the hospital by the police. The walls and ceiling of his room 

were damaged, and the contents totally destroyed. The room on the west side was slightly 

damaged. Considering that these rooms are all under one roof and are constructed of wood 

and iron and lined with matchboard, it was surprising that any portion of the premises 
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remained standing. The fire occurred in a position of great danger in view of the many similar 

structures on all sides. Damages to the coffee palace were covered by insurance. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 12 October 1937, page 3 

STAFFING OF AMBULANCE 

Fire Board Wants Change 

Present Arrangement To Be Discontinued 

IN conference with members of Pirie Town Council yesterday members of South Australian 

Fire Brigades Board expressed opposition to the present arrangement in Pirie whereby the 

local fire brigade provides a driver for the civic ambulance. 

Following the conference Mr. W. H. Threadgold, M.P. (mayor) said the board had agreed to 

continue the present system until such time as different arrangements were made. It had 

been prevailed upon to allow the ambulance in future to remain housed in the garage at the 

rear of the fire brigade premises provided no difference should arise between the brigade and 

those responsible for maintaining the ambulance, said the mayor. Mr. H. Jackson (chairman 

of the board) told "The Recorder" that the garage would be still available for the ambulance. 

He had assured the council that it would not be put to any inconvenience on that score. 

TWO BODIES MEET 

The matter was discussed at a luncheon at Royal Exchange Hotel which was attended by 

both parties. Members of the Fire Brigades Board present were: Messrs. Jackson, E. W. J. 

Peet, E. Martin, P. Baker, K. Bentzen, R. Beeton (secretary), and Mr. J. J. Whyte (chief 

officer). With the mayor the town council was represented by Ald. C. L. Davis, I. Berridge, Crs. 

G. Dey, A. Ryan, W. J. R. Walters, and Mr. E. E. Garrett (town clerk). 

Mr. Threadgold said he had told the board that he was disappointed that it found it necessary 

to take the stand it had. It was some gratification to be assured that the garage could still be 

used, however. 

The members of the board arrived on the motor vessel Moonta yesterday. During the 

afternoon they were escorted round the town by the mayor and shown Memorial Oval, 

Children's Playground, Associated Smelters bowling green, and Excelsior Band Hall. Mr. 

Threadgold said they expressed pleasure at the community spirit shown in the erection of the 

playground and the band premises. 

SWIFT WORK BY BRIGADE 

After the luncheon a surprise call was put through to the local brigade by telephone, 

summoning it to the wharf near Barrier Steps. The speed with which the brigade turned out 

and the quiet and efficient way in which the men went to their stations spoke well for their 

training. In less than four minutes from the time of the call two appliances under Station 

Officer A. M. Griffin had travelled from the station in Gertrude street to the wharf, a pump line 

had been linked and lowered in the channel, and three hoses were in operation from it. 

Several residents were attracted to the scene by the sight of the firemen. 

BRIGADES BOARD POLICY 

Has Not the Men For Ambulances 

The Fire Brigades Board had not sufficient men to staff ambulances and at the same time feel 

secure that it had enough for fire-fighting emergencies, said Mr. H. Jackson (chairman of the 

board) in a statement of policy to "The Recorder" yesterday. 
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"From the officers' point of view we should like to have more men, but from a financial 

viewpoint the board cannot afford to put on so many men as the chief officer would like." said 

Mr. Jackson. 

"The removal of the ambulance would free an extra man, who might in present circumstances 

be away on an ambulance call at the time of emergency at the station. There would be no 

reduction in the staff if the ambulance were removed, and we should feel more secure if we 

had that man available all the time." 

Port Adelaide and Pirie were the only stations which had maintained ambulances, said Mr. 

Jackson. At Port Adelaide the ambulance had now been taken away from the brigade. 

It was the policy of the board to make improvements throughout the country so soon as the 

money was available, said Mr. Jackson. Financial considerations prevented the board from 

doing immediately all that it desired to do, but the members were hopeful that in the next few 

years appliances at country stations would be improved. 

Recorder, Saturday 16th October 1937 page 3 

Personal Reminiscences When Fire Brigade Was in Alexander Street 

Late Mr. J. T. Tait Was Associated With Construction of Federal Dock-—Charlie Dempsey in 

Poetic Strain—Mention of Schippan Murder at Towitta—Matters Introduced When Mr. Afford 

Was Mayor. 

[Written expressly for "The Recorder" by S. W. OSBORNE.] 

Mr. Harry Jackson's Visit Recalls Other Fire Brigade Days 

MR. Harry Jackson, who, as chairman of the Fire Brigades Board, visited here this week, was 

cordially welcomed by many old friends. He is one of the few survivors (if any) of the old 

auxiliary brigade which had its head quarters on a site in Alexander street adjacent to the 

premises of Messrs. T. Bowden & Son. 

Very well-known men they were, all of them, and they established a musical organization, 

orchestral as well as vocal, which proved a popular concert party. One of the members of the 

permanent staff was Mr. J. E. Dickie (afterward Chief Officer in Adelaide), who received his 

first training with the London Fire Brigade, then under the charge of the famous Capt. Shaw. 

Mr. Jackson is a native of Croydon, formerly described as 10 miles south of   London and a 

favorite resort of city, business people desirous of making their homes in a quiet district! 

Today Croydon is known throughout the world as a great airport and is a suburb of Lon- don. 

The firemen of the old Alexander street brigade days used to have to push or pull their 

appliances to a fire, but there came a time when an agitation for something more modern 

resulted in the authorities being induced to add a steam engine to the brigade equipment. 

That engine is still to be seen at the Gertrude street fire station. 

One of the strongest opponents to the provision of that engine was the late Mr. L. J. Wilcher 

(then mayor), who, like John Gilpin, was possessed of a   frugal mind. Yet he personally was 

so nervous about fires that he invariably kept a rope under his bed at Central Hotel to 

facilitate his descent from the balcony in case of a conflagration! 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 19 October 1937, page 1 

FIRE PLUGS IN PIRIE 

More Wanted By Fire Brigade 

Would Cost £220 
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The chief officer of South Australian Fire Brigades Board desires that extra fire hydrants be 

installed in Pirie. A letter from the Department of Water Supply to that effect was before Pirie 

Town Council last night. The chief officer of the board had asked that eight hydrants be 

installed on the 10-in. main in Railway terrace, and that others be installed on Esmond road, 

Goode road, Simpson road, and Branford street. The total cost would be £220. 

The letter explained that the Waterworks Act set out that in every water district the 

commissioner should provide for the installation of hydrants and that the cost of setting and 

fixing them and keeping them in repair be defrayed by the municipality or district council. 

Usually the hydrants were installed only singly, but when extra ones were requested the 

department asked the council concerned to meet the cost. 

Mr. Threadgold, M.P. (mayor), stated that it was rather significant that apart from the railway 

buildings no new homes had gone up along Railway terrace and the only places he knew of in 

Simpson street were railwaymen's houses. Cr. Reid moved that the letter be referred to the 

parks and highways committee. The council had to take notice of the letter, he said, but he 

did not think it should be asked to meet the expense. Cr. Howley seconded the motion, which 

was carried. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 19 October 1937, page 1 

B.H.A.S. OFFER APPRECIATED 

COUNCIL AND AMBULANCE 

Control by Citizens Wanted 

Appreciation of the offer of £500 by Broken Hill Associated Smelters for the purchase of a 

motor ambulance was expressed at last night s meeting of Pirie Town Council. Members 

reiterated that they were in favor of the ambulance being controlled by a committee of 

citizens. 

During correspondence a letter was read from Broken Hill Associated Smelters, in which it 

was stated that the purport of a telephonic communication from the mayor had been 

conveyed to the head office of the company. The mayor had suggested that if the company 

were prepared to make a grant toward the purchase of a new ambulance, the estimated cost 

of which would be £500 after the trade-in allowance for the 10-year-old vehicle, the £34 a 

year maintenance which the company had been paying toward the old vehicle could be 

waived, and a 24-hour service for the Works provided. 

It had been decided to make a grant of £500, continued the letter. It was added as a point of 

interest that during recent years the number of Works calls a year for the ambulance 

averaged 40. In moving that the letter be received and the donation accepted Ald. Coffey said 

that he would like to see a record made of the kind assistance given by the company. 

LETTER OF APPRECIATION 

"Not only from us as councillors, but on behalf of the citizens of the whole town a letter of 

appreciation would be in order." he said. He was sure that other members of the council 

would agree with him when he said the ambulance could be run by a committee of citizens. 

There would be more interest in it then. 

It was not a matter for the council. So far as was known this was the only town in the State, 

and perhaps in Australia, where an ambulance was maintained by a council. Now there was 

the money to obtain a new ambulance and a place to house it, and he hoped it would be run 

by a committee of citizens, either connected with the Hindmarsh body or otherwise, which 

would be appointed at the meeting on Thursday night. 

After the generous offer from the Smelters he was sure that the citizens would take notice. In 

seconding the motion Cr. Johnson congratulated the mayor on having brought matters to a 
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head. "As a young man," continued Cr. Johnson. "I read a book called 'The Jungle' by Upton 

Sinclair, and I thought all big companies were soulless, but I would retract that now. 

"Much is due I am certain to Mr. D. Yates (general superintendent of the Smelters) for this 

grant and we are fortunate in having a man like that who is so interested in the affairs of the 

town. It is gratifying to know that the directors of the company also are interested in the 

welfare of Pirie." 

STEAMSHIP COMPANY'S DONATION 

The mayor stated that in addition to others who had been mentioned Adelaide Steamship 

Company had made a donation to the ambulance fund. It had offered a cheque for £5. He 

was sure that others would respond and that there would be no difficulty in running the 

ambulance. 

In his opening remarks to the council Mr. Threadgold mentioned that a public meeting will be 

held on Thursday night and said that he hoped to see a representative attendance. The 

previous meeting had been held on a Saturday night, which was not the most convenient 

time, but it had been held then so that the South Australian Ambulance Transport 

Incorporated officers could be present. It had developed into a fair meeting. 

The mayor also reported on the visit of South Australian Fire Brigades Board. The members 

of the board had clearly told the councillors that present arrangements for staffing the 

ambulance would have to cease, but until other arrangements were made the present 

practice could continue. 

Ald. Coffey asked whether Mr. H. Jackson (chairman of the board) had said that the council 

could still use the garage. Mr. Threadgold, Mr. Jackson and other members said that we 

could continue to use the garage. The arrangement was that we should put it up, but it 

became their property. 

There were houses round the fire station and it might be possible to get a man from one of 

them to drive the ambulance. Cr. Dey: The brigade might house the man. Mr. Threadgold: No, 

it will not do that. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 30 October 1937, page 4 

Brigade Called To Rubbish Fire 

When a rubbish fire blazing merrily at the rear of the old Commonwealth Bank building at the 

corner of David and Ellen streets was noticed yesterday a man apparently believed 

something was amiss. Pirie Fire Brigade was called, and the men turned out with the usual 

promptitude. 

The staff of the bank is moving into the new building in Ellen street this week-end and the fire 

was lighted to destroy old forms and other useless papers. It caused a fence post to 

smoulder, but it was in no way out of control. The bank officers were surprised when the 

brigade arrived. A few buckets of water were sufficient to put the post out of danger. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 1 November 1937, page 4 

Motor Catches Fire 

BLAZE EXTINGUISHED BEFORE DAMAGE DONE 

When Mr. A. M. Bickers (sub-collector of Customs in Pirie) was starting his car at his home, 

The Terrace, early on Saturday morning the engine ignited. Throwing sand on the engine was 

of no avail and Pirie Fire Brigade was called. The men arrived promptly and extinguished the 

flames with chemicals. 
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Afterward some difficulty was experienced in starting the car, but after Mr. L. Mills (R.A.A. 

guide) had cleaned the carburettor the engine functioned. The brigade was called at 6.35 a.m. 

and about 8 a.m. Mr. Bickers was able to leave for Adelaide. The engine and carburettor were 

slightly affected by the fire. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 2 November 1937, page 1 

CRACKERS START SMALL FIRE 

House Partition Slightly Damaged 

Believed to have been started by a child lighting crackers, a fire did minor damage to a 

matchboard and hessian partition at the rear of a Revell street house yesterday. The blaze 

was quelled with a garden hose. It was started at the rear of No. 5 Revell street, occupied by 

Mr. T. Rowe. Mrs. Rowe was absent with a son at the time visiting a doctor. The blaze was 

first noticed by Mr. A. Evans, who lives next door. He brought a garden hose to play on it. 

Pirie Fire Brigade was called from a street alarm, receiving the call at 3 p.m. The men turned 

out with their usual promptitude, but the fire was practically out when they arrived. 

Yesterday was the third time in four days that the brigade had been called to a small fire. On 

Friday it attended a rubbish fire at the rear of the old Commonwealth Bank building, and on 

Saturday morning extinguished a blaze in the engine of a motor car. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 25 November 1937, page 2 

FIRE BRIGADE RECEIVES FALSE CALL 

Members of Pirie Fire Brigade jumped from their beds in response to a malicious call at 1 

o'clock yesterday morning. The call came from the brigade alarm at the corner of Parks street 

and Solomontown road. When the brigade arrived at the spot nobody was there and no sign 

of any fire. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 26 November 1937, page 3 

CHIMNEY ABLAZE 

Pirie Fire Brigade was called out again yesterday when a chimney caught fire at the home of 

Mr. J. M. Stokes, of Florence street. The blaze was soon under control. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 30 November 1937, page 4 

FALSE ALARM 

Fire Brigade Called At 12.15 This Morning 

A despicable trick was played on Pirie Fire Brigade at 12.15 this morning. At that hour an 

alarm was received from Cottell street, Pirie South. Two appliances were sent, under 

command of Station Officer A. M. Griffin, in pouring rain. On arrival no one was in sight, 

although the glass of the alarm had been broken. Station Officer Griffin expressed resentment 

at the thoughtless trick. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 23 December 1937, page 4 

WIND REVIVES BUCKET FIRE 

Two Brigade Appliances Out Last Night 

At 8.48 last night, just after a sudden south-westerly squall had sprung up, people in the 

streets were startled to see two appliances of Pirie Fire Brigade, fully manned and in charge 

of Senior Fireman T. Hocking, race along Alexander street and turn into York road. 
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A call had come from Hallam street alarm. The firemen, on approaching, scented burning 

wood and made for Amanda street. At No. 40, the residence of Mr. M. Niedorfer, they 

discovered sparks issuing from an old bucket in the back yard. A bucket of water served to 

prevent further danger. The family was out at the time. 

On the fire bucket, which contained sawdust, was placed another half filled with water. 

Evidently the occupier of the house thought that all fire had died out, but the sudden squall 

revived it. Flying sparks startled the next-door neighbor, who took the precaution to ring the 

brigade. Within 10 minutes the appliances were back at the fire station. 

1938 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 4 January 1938, page 1 

PIRIE HOUSE ABLAZE 

BRIGADE SAVES ALL BUT ONE ROOM 

OCCUPANT HEARS NEWS AT THEATRE 

PROMPT work by Pirie Fire Brigade last night saved a four-roomed iron dwelling in a lane off 

Florence street from complete demolition. The contents of the kitchen were reduced to ashes 

in a few minutes, but otherwise a remarkable save was effected. Mr. A. J. (Roy) Hales, a 

Smelters watchman, lived alone in the house, which is at the rear of McGee and Robb's 

garage, and is owned by the motor firm. The furniture was not insured. 

The outbreak, the cause of which is unknown, was reported to the brigade at 9.36 p.m., and 

on arrival the firemen found smoke and flames belching out of the rear of the house in a large 

volume. Two lines of hose were run out, and in a few minutes the fire was under control. 

Flames and heat drawn down a passageway by the draught charred the front door, but the 

sitting room and a bedroom, which were on either side of the passage, escaped unmarked. 

Another bedroom adjacent to the kitchen was also saved. 

The fire appears to have been detected by several persons about the same time. Constable 

L. Wehr, while on a corner of Ellen and Alexander streets with Plainclothes-Constable J. 

Hodge, saw a reflection from the blaze, apparently coming from the vicinity of Mr. W. 

Jackson's confectionery shop. The two officers ran to the shop, called to Mr. Jackson to 

telephone the brigade, and then rushed through the rear to the scene of the fire. Mr. Hodge 

threw himself at the front door to gain entrance, and severely jarred a shoulder. 

SMOKE AND FLAMES 

Dr. L. G. Tassie, whose surgery is adjacent to the house, was also attracted by the smoke. 

Simultaneously with a call by telephone from his surgery the fire brigade received a ring from 

the Alexander street alarm. In removing a car from his garage, which was in the path of the 

wind-blown smoke, Dr. Tassie knocked a mudguard against a post. 

Two brigade motor appliances, under Station-Officer A. M. Griffin, were on the scene with 

their customary promptitude. They lost no time in running out two lines of hose, and going 

straight to the seat of the fire. 

Mr. Hales was at the theatre when the outbreak occurred. The first intimation he had was a 

flash on the screen telling him to go to his home immediately. Mr. W. Sharman, butcher, who 

had five horses stabled near the burning house, was also called. He quietened the animals, 

which were becoming restless with the smoke. 

Mr. Hales is mystified about the cause of the outbreak. After changing from his working 

clothes he left the house about 5 p.m. He said that he did not enter it again, although a few 

minutes before 8 p.m. he opened the back door to throw his hat inside before going to the 

theatre. The kitchen was unrecognisable after the fire. The furniture was in ashes, the 
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matchboard ceiling was completely burned out, and the floor was charred through in several 

places. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 10 January 1938, page 1 

Refrigerator Motor on Fire at Kiosk 

Pirie Fire Brigade officers and men were called from their beds at 4.54 a.m. yesterday to a 

small fire which broke out in a refrigerator in Mr. J. Anderson's kiosk on Beach road, 

Solomontown. The motor had run hot and caught fire. Little damage was done. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 17 January 1938, page 1 

FALSE CALL AT ALEXANDER STREET ALARM 

Members of Pirie Fire Brigade who were roused from their beds promptly answered a call 

from Alexander street fire alarm at 1 a.m. yesterday. Both engines arrived at the spot under 

charge of Station Officer A. M. Griffin. There was no sign of a fire. People came running out of 

the fish shop into the street as soon as the brigade was heard. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 28 January 1938, page 1 

Personal 

Mr. R. Roebuck, of Pirie Fire Brigade, resumed duty yesterday after annual leave. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 10 March 1938, page 1 

MOTOR TRUCK ENGINE ON FIRE 

Pirie Brigade Called 

The engine of a motor truck belonging to Mr. W. Coffey, of York road, was last night damaged 

by fire. Pirie Brigade was called by telephone at 7.45 p.m. to the rear of the house, where the 

engine was ablaze. The firemen arrived promptly and under the direction of Station Officer A. 

M. Griffin the fire was put out with chemical extinguishers. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Saturday 2 April 1938, page 21 

Fire At Pumping Station 

PORT PIRIE, April 1. 

The local fire brigade was called out about 3 p.m. today to attend a fire at the pumping station 

of the Waterworks Department, situated close to the main traffic bridge. Mr. G. M. South, 

relieving engineer driver, was filtering oil, and when he left to attend to the engines in another 

part of the building, the oil boiled over and ignited. Fire officers encountered some delay 

owing to the unusual situation of the building, but a good pressure of water was directed on to 

the blaze with effective results. Damage was confined to the old section of the building, which, 

in earlier years, housed the generator. The modern section was not affected, nor was the 

operation of the plant interrupted. Though valuable equipment and drums of oil were 

comparatively close to the seat of the flames, rapid action by Mr. South, with the aid of a 

garden hose, helped to prevent the spread of the flames to this quarter. The damage 

comprised a fairly extensive area of burnt woodwork. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 2 April 1938, page 3 

FIRE IN GUEST HOUSE 

Two Girls Have Narrow Escape 

A fire, which is believed to have originated in the boiler room of the laundry, broke out at a 

timbered guest house at Warburton. The alarm was given by a male guest who was sleeping 
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on the front verandah. Two girls, members of the house-hold staff, who were sleeping near 

where the fire started, were able to escape only just in time by climbing through a window. 

The local brigade, with volunteers, was quickly on the scene, but there was a poor water 

pressure, and the main portion of the building consisting of diningroom, lounge, smokeroom, 

kitchen, and laundry was totally destroyed. The flames were prevented from spreading to a 

detached block of bedrooms and offices, and these were undamaged. 

Most of the furniture in the burned portion was removed to a place of safety, but a large 

quantity of linen, bedding, kitchen utensils, and the whole stock of provisions were destroyed. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 4 April 1938, page 4 

RUBBISH AFIRE 

Brigade Called Out Last Night 

Pirie Fire Brigade was out last night on an unusual Sabbath "job," the controlling of a burning 

rubbish tip in John street, Pirie South. Boys set a match to the dry rubbish during the 

afternoon, and it gradually spread. About 8 o'clock Mr. W. H. Threadgold (mayor) telephoned 

the brigade, and Senior-Fireman J. Hocking took a man and went to investigate. 

Six hundred feet of hose was necessary to carry water to the pit, old drill lines being used. 

Water spurted high in the air from various leaks, and provided entertainment for a small 

crowd. Sufficient water was used to ensure that there should be no danger should the wind 

rise. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 5 April 1938, page 2 

Inspector's Report To Pirie Council 

John street refuse dump caught fire at the weekend causing inconvenience to the surrounding 

ratepayers. The fire brigade about 9 p.m. on Sunday had minimised the flames and were 

doing good work in keeping the fire under control. It would probably smoulder for some time. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 13 April 1938, page 1 

FIRE IN PIRIE WEST 

Washhouse Destroyed 

At 12.7 p.m. yesterday Pirie Fire Brigade was called to a fire in Falconer street, Pirie West. 

On arriving with two machines the brigade found a furniture van, reconditioned and used as a 

washhouse and storeroom, well alight. The fire was on the property occupied by Mr. and Mrs. 

F. W. Frost. The blaze was soon extinguished. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 16 April 1938, page 1 

Senior-Fireman J. Hocking, of Pirie Fire Brigade, accompanied by Mrs. Hocking, left on 

Thursday morning to spend a fortnight's holiday in Adelaide. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 26 April 1938, page 3 

HEAT AND COLD CLASH 

Small Fire at Rear of Norman Street Shop 

A refrigerating chamber at the rear of Mr. O. Pammenter's butcher shop, Norman street, 

caught fire about 8 a.m. yesterday. Pirie Fire Brigade was called and promptly arrived at the 

scene. The blaze in the interior of the chamber was quickly quelled, but the insulating walls 

continued to smoulder for some time. The chamber was not in use. A fire occurred at the 

same spot a little more than a year ago. 



Port Pirie Fire Brigade.docx 
Page 289 of 318 

SA Country Fire Service Promotions Unit 
www.fire-brigade.asn.au 

9 June 2026 

News (Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1954), Friday 29 April 1938, page 12 

Fire Smoulders For Four Days 

PORT PIRIE, Friday.—The fire brigade received a call last night to the rear of Pammenter's 

butcher shop in Norman street, where a fire has been smouldering in the refrigerating room 

since Monday. The flames were extinguished in a few minutes, but it is believed that the fire is 

still smouldering in the sawdust lined insulating walls. The fireman maintained a watch over 

the premises all night. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 29 April 1938, page 1 

Refrigerator Fire Breaks Out Again 

At 9.20 last night Pirie Fire Brigade received a call to the rear of Mr. 0. Pammenter's butcher 

shop, Norman street, where a blaze which had been smouldering in a refrigerating room since 

Monday had broken out afresh. The flames were extinguished in a few minutes, but it is 

believed that the fire is still smouldering in the saw-dust-lined insulating walls. Senior Fireman 

J. Kelly maintained a watch over the premises all last night. Traffic was temporarily held up by 

a line of hose across the road. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 3 May 1938, page 2 

PIRIE FIREMEN TRIED OUT 

Smart Turnout to Official Call 

The siren of Pirie Fire Brigade motor pump sounding in Ellen street shortly after 10 o'clock 

yesterday morning brought folk from shops with a push. Manned by five firemen fully 

uniformed, the pump raced in the direction of the Smelters. Two hundred yards in the rear 

came the second vehicle, with two men aboard. 

But there was no fire. It was merely a surprise visit by members of the Fire Brigades Board on 

a tour of inspection. Disembarking from the Moonta they used Treleaven and Brown's 

telephone to send a call from Federal Dock. 

And Pirie brigade was found ready. Ninety-five seconds after the firemen had leaped from the 

pump at the dock a 6 in. suction pipe was in the water and three long lines of hose, each held 

by two men, were belching water a distance of 120 ft. Under Station-Officer A. M. Griffin, the 

men worked with celerity and precision, while an interested audience of about 200 people 

looked on. 

NO NEW FIRE ALARMS 

The official party comprised Messrs. H. Jackson (chairman), E. N. T. Peet, G. Ross, J. J. 

Whyte (chief officer), and R. B. Beeton (secretary). Interviewed later Mr. Jackson said that 

members of the party had been particularly pleased with the general turnout of the brigade. 

They had inspected the station and were perfectly satisfied with its appearance. 

The chairman said that there had been application from Pirie for installation of additional fire 

alarms. The board, however, was not favorably disposed toward the idea. There were ample 

telephone services in the areas mentioned, and another reason was that more alarm boxes 

usually meant more malicious alarms. The board thought that Pirie was very well served with 

alarms at present. The officials resumed their tour on the Moonta last evening. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 4 June 1938, page 1 

PERSONAL 

Mr. J. Woodward, of Pirie branch of the South Australian Fire Brigade, has returned to the 

town after an enjoyable holiday in Melbourne. 



Port Pirie Fire Brigade.docx 
Page 290 of 318 

SA Country Fire Service Promotions Unit 
www.fire-brigade.asn.au 

9 June 2026 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 18 June 1938, page 2 

FIRE IN COAL BIN AT FACTORY 

Brigade Called to W. H. Moyle & Co. 

Pirie Fire Brigade had an early morning call to the factory of W. H. Moyle and Co. yesterday 

when a fire broke out among rubbish in the coal bin. In response to a telephone message 

received at 5.28 a.m. the brigade turned out promptly and quickly arrived at the factory, where 

the bin was well alight. The blaze was extinguished after two or three wooden boards round 

the coal bin had been destroyed. The cause of the outbreak is unknown. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 16 July 1938, page 1 

PERSONAL 

Station-Officer T. W. Bland, of Port Adelaide Fire Brigade (formerly of Pirie) visited here 

yesterday. He motored back to the city early in the evening. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 16 July 1938, page 2 

STILL LOVER OF SEA 

Mr: T. W. Bland Revisits Pirie 

Though essentially a service man whose nostrils dilate when they smell smoke or when he 

sees flames, Station Officer T. W. Bland, officer in charge of Port Adelaide Fire Brigade, still 

has deep in his heart love for the sea. 

To indulge this he has just purchased the well-known launch Carina, which did pilot and other 

duty in Pirie and Spencer Gulf for some years. He paid a visit to Pirie to take over the trim 50-

ft. vessel, which left on Thursday night for Port Adelaide in charge of Capt. H. Anderson and 

Mr. A. Hiers (deckhand). She is due at Port Adelaide this afternoon. 

Mr. Bland, who for 4½ years had charge of Pirie Fire Station, leaving here in 1935, spent 

yesterday meeting old friends and enjoying chats with all and sundry. He left late in the 

afternoon for Adelaide. A representative of "The Recorder" rallied Mr. Bland about his sudden 

desire to become a mariner, and discovered to his surprise that the fire officer was an old salt. 

Sea Nothing New 

"The sea is nothing new to me," he said. "I came to Pirie first as an apprentice in 1893 on the 

barque Alexander. Seamen were then paid 5/ a week as pocket money when in port, and well 

do I remember that when the weekly pay took place a coach run by a man named McDonald 

would convey convivial spirits free to the old Pilot Boat Hotel. How they got back to their ship 

was their own business. Some walked, others crawled, and not a few rolled. 

"In 1897 I was again here in the steamer Cornwall, trading between the United Kingdom and 

Australia. I was quartermaster on that vessel, owned by the Federal, Houlder, Shire Line. She 

was sunk in wartime. "We loaded frozen mutton and lamb from Australia, as well as wool, 

concentrates, butter, and rabbits. 

"It is interesting to note that while we were waiting at Dartford to unload I was informed that 

were it not for meat from overseas the supplies in the British Isles, including milch cows, 

would be exhausted in seven days." 

Twice Stationed in Pirie 

Leaving the sea, Mr. Bland entered the fire service in 1899, and has been in it ever since. In 

1906 he came to Pirie as assistant to Station Officer Archie Napier, and his next acquaintance 

with the port was when he was sent here in 1930 to take charge. After 4½ years he was 

transferred to Port Adelaide. 
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"I am Contented in Port Adelaide," he said, "but I have often regretted having had to leave 

Pirie. I read 'The Recorder' regularly, and am always deeply interested in your local doings. 

There are such fine folk here, you know." 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 3 October 1938, page 2 

RUBBISH FIRE AT SOLOMONTOWN 

Pirie Brigade Called 

In the early hours of yesterday morning Pirie Fire Brigade received a call to Main road, 

Solomontown, where a rubbish fire was burning near the home of Mr. H. R. Baker. The 

brigade turned out promptly, and extinguished the blaze, which caused slight damage to two 

fence railings. The call was received at 1.20 a.m. from the Three Chain road alarm.  

Yesterday afternoon the brigade was again called out by the Prince street alarm, but on this 

occasion it was a malicious summons. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 25 October 1938, page 4 

NO NEED FOR ALARM—BUT IT SOUNDED 

At 2.15 yesterday, Pirie Fire Brigade's automatic warning started to ring. It was the one 

connected with Commonwealth Railways carbarn, which automatically gives a code warning 

to the fire-station when a blaze is in the vicinity of the fire-extinguishing gas tap. 

Instead of the usual four dots then a space, followed by another four dots, the alarm kept 

ringing until a member of the brigade turned it off. An old trouble had recurred and when the 

brigade's lorry arrived on the scene it found a faulty wire installation. There was no fire, and 

the lorry returned to the depot awaiting another call. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 15 November 1938, page 1 

Fire Brigade Again Called To Car Barn 

The automatic sprinkler system at Commonwealth Railways car barn, Solomontown, again 

gave Pirie Fire Brigade a fruitless outing last night, when a defect caused the alarm to ring at 

the station. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 21 November 1938, page 1 

Grass Fire in Pirie 

A grass fire on vacant land at the corner of Alexander and Gertrude streets required the 

attention of Pirie Fire Brigade yesterday. At 4 p.m. a man called at the fire station and gave 

the alarm. One machine turned out under Station Officer A. M. Griffin, and the outbreak, 

which had not spread to a great degree, was quickly under control. The flames were 

extinguished with beaters. The brigade had been called to the same spot previously to 

extinguish a grass fire. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 22 November 1938, page 1 

ELLENDALE HOME ON FIRE 

SECOND IN DISTRICT IN TWO DAYS 

Brigade's Good Work Limits Damage 

FANNED by a strong south-westerly wind, fire partially gutted a four-roomed wood and iron 

house in Ellendale yesterday afternoon. Firemen saved the front portion of the house and 

prevented the blaze spreading to an adjoining home which was threatened. 
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It was the second house fire in the district in two days. On Sunday the home of Mr. A. C. 

Couzner, of Four-mile Crossing, was completely destroyed. Mr. Couzner is a Smelters 

employe, and Mr. John Whelan, whose home was damaged yesterday, is on the staff of the 

dental clinic at the works. 

Yesterday's blaze was at No. 12 Greenwood street and affected a State Bank home which 

Mr. and Mrs. Whelan, a young couple, had occupied for only five months. The building was 

matchboard-lined. In the circumstances Pirie Fire Brigade effected a creditable save, as the 

adjoining home of Mr. A. W. Garland, on the northern side of the damaged building, was in 

grave danger of catching alight. 

Following a call from an Ellendale alarm at 3.50 p.m. two appliances under Station Officer A. 

M. Griffin turned out with all speed. When they reached the house it was well alight inside, the 

flames being fanned by a strong south-westerly wind. Entry was gained by breaking in the 

front door. 

SECOND BLAZE AVERTED 

Although they could not prevent the blaze doing severe damage to the house the firemen did 

commendable work so far as the front portion was concerned and averted a second fire in the 

northern adjoining house. Evidence of the danger which threatened Mr. Garland's premises 

was seen in the blistered paintwork of the fascia board, guttering, and window frame on the 

side facing the burning house. 

The brigade was unable to find anything to indicate the cause or origin of the fire. An 

inspection of the premises was made by Det. J. Slinger, who later motored Mr. A. H. L. Goode 

(coroner) to the scene. Surveying the debris after the fire had been extinguished, Mr. Whelan 

remarked that he and his wife had given up a holiday so that they could pay a deposit on the 

home. House and contents were insured. The building was unoccupied at the time of the fire. 

Although the iron roof of the house was left intact the matchboard ceilings and particularly the 

partitions provided inflammable material for the fire, and they suffered heavily. 

HAVOC IN DINING ROOM 

A rear room used as a dining room and kitchen was gutted and a gaping hole burned in the 

partition dividing it from the drawing room. The floor was covered with sodden, charred wood 

and damaged crockery and utensils. Table and chairs were charred beyond repair, and a 

kitchen dresser, sideboard, and icechest were also ruined. The windows had gone. What had 

been a neat clock was among the debris. Another room at the rear of the house had suffered 

severely. 

The front bedroom evidently had been saved in the nick of time. Damage there was confined 

almost entirely to that caused by smoke and water, but signs of blistering indicated that if the 

brigade had been a little later in arriving the whole house might have been destroyed. The 

other front room—a drawing room—also escaped comparatively lightly. A small desk and a 

wireless set were scorched, and a moquette suite was begrimed and sodden. Doors were 

burned through, and pictures on the walls were unrecognisable. A small wood and iron lean-

to at the rear escaped damage. 

HAD TO BORROW CLOTHES 

Couzner Family Lost All In Fire 

So completely were Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Couzner and family deprived of their worldly 

possessions by a fire which burned their home to the ground on Sunday that Mr. Couzner had 

to borrow clothes in which to go to work yesterday. 

House and contents were insured for £300, but Mrs. Couzner said yesterday that £250 would 

not actually cover the contents of her home. The house was being purchased on terms. 

Among the contents lost were drawing room and bedroom suites, a wireless set, a £5 note in 
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a pocket of some of Mr. Couzner's clothing, and sums of 11/ and 2/ in children's money 

boxes. 

"Apart from what we were wearing we lost every stitch of clothing," said Mrs. Couzner, who 

with her husband, daughter, and two sons is staying with relatives. Despite her heavy loss 

she put a brave face on things. "We'll battle through somehow," she said. 

TWELVE YEARS IN HOUSE 

"There were things destroyed, how ever, that insurance cannot cover—things we shall never 

have again. In 18 years of married life one accumulates many things, and it hurts to see them 

all go up in 10 minutes. We had been 12 years in the house." Mrs. Couzner said that at 

lunchtime on Sunday she made a fire in a stove with some deal to boil a kettle. The fire was 

out before she left the house. 

Describing how she and other members of the family first learned of the fire, she said that she 

and her husband, with their daughter and one of their two sons, set out by car with the 

intention of visiting Crystal Brook and then coming on to Pirie to spend a while at the beach. 

Their other son was staying in the town with friends. They pulled up in their car outside the 

home of Mrs. O. Saunders, about three quarters of a mile from their own house, and while 

there noticed smoke rising over a hill behind which was their home. 

TRIED TO ENTER HOUSE 

Fearing the worst, Mr. Couzner immediately put the car in motion again, leaving the road and 

taking the shortest route back. He was too late to save any thing, however, "I tried to get into 

the house to save the money, but I was held back. I don't remember much what happened 

after that until the roof fell in," said Mrs. Couzner. "We had not left home more than half an 

hour before, and from the time we first saw the smoke until the place caved in was only about 

10 minutes. "Those who first saw the place said that smoke seemed to be pouring out of the 

chimney and from each side of it. Mr. L. Batt, of Whyalla, and Mr. D. Pannell, of Pirie, who 

were out there, said that when they noticed the fire there was just one big cloud of smoke. 

"They pulled down the back door and took out a small table and part of a separator. That was 

what was saved." Mrs. Couzner added that the flames leaped across a sandy road, and 

burning dry feed had to be extinguished, as glasshouses were threatened. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 22 November 1938, page 1 

PERSONAL 

Mr. Bern Threadgold, son of the Mayor and Mayoress of Pirie, who has been transferred to 

Pirie Fire Brigade, arrived here yesterday. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 24 November 1938, page 1 

FIRE AMONG RUBBISH 

In a paddock adjoining the home of Mr. F. T. O'Neill, on the corner of Anzac Road and French 

Avenue near Pirie Cemetery, some rubbish which had been burning yesterday afternoon 

blazed again last night when it was fanned by a strong southerly wind. Pirie Fire Brigade 

received a call at 8.45 p.m., and the blaze was soon extinguished with buckets of water. It 

was reported that no damage was done. 
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Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 25 November 1938, page 2 

RUBBISH FIRE IN ELLEN STREET 

Brigade Again Busy 

Pirie Fire Brigade yesterday received its fourth call in as many days when during the luncheon 

hour a rubbish fire got out of control at the rear of business premises in Ellen street. Turning 

out with two appliances, the brigade made short work of the flames, and little damage was 

done. 

Rubbish was being burned in an iron incinerator in the yard at the rear of the shop of Mr. H. 

W. Goode, and motor repair establishment of Mr. Frank Muller, when the wind carried a spark 

from it to some packing cases and other rubbish piled in a corner. Mr. Muller made an attempt 

to extinguish the growing flames and then the alarm was given. 

The fire entered a store shed of J. G. Lewis and Sons, adjoining the rear of Mr. Muller's 

premises. Charred timbers in the shed gave an indication of what would have happened in 

that congested quarter had the brigade not been on hand. 

Probably more good than harm was done, as quite a lot of rubbish was cleaned up. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 30 November 1938, page 1 

ANOTHER FALSE ALARM FROM CARRIAGE BARN 

Pirie Fire Brigade was called out again yesterday morning by a fault in the fire sprinkler 

system at Commonwealth Railways Carriage barn. The alarm at the station was sounded 

about 7.55, and on arrival at the carriage shed the firemen found that the alarm was a false 

one. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 14 December 1938, page 2 

KITCHEN AFIRE IN FLORENCE STREET 

CONTENTS SEVERELY DAMAGED 

Insurance Just Missed 

Pirie Fire Brigade received a call to Florence street at 9.30 yesterday morning and turned out 

smartly with two appliances, to find a kitchen at the rear of Mr. P. Costalos' fruit shop alight. A 

single line of hose served to quell the danger, and the fire was confined to the room, the 

contents of which were badly damaged. 



Port Pirie Fire Brigade.docx 
Page 295 of 318 

SA Country Fire Service Promotions Unit 
www.fire-brigade.asn.au 

9 June 2026 

Mrs. Costalos' little girl, with a companion from next-door, found that the kitchen was too full 

of smoke to play in. Mr. F. B. Parkinson vaulted the fence and discovered the fire. The alarm 

was immediately given. Mrs. Costalos, who was serving in the shop, received a fright when 

she went to investigate. As she opened the kitchen door the heat scorched her face and 

hands badly. A little later medical attention was necessary for her. 

The firemen traced smouldering timber through to the roof, and in a few minutes had wiped 

out all danger of a spread. A remarkable coincidence was that among spectators interested in 

the activities of the brigade were Messrs. A. H. L. Goode and N. Lorimer. In Mr. Lorimer's 

pocket reposed a fire insurance policy covering Mr. Costalos' property. The agents had 

strolled round to secure the owner's signature. The fire, however, had forestalled them, and 

the building and contents were uninsured—by a matter of minutes. 

1939 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 14 January 1939, page 1 

EIGHTH SUCCESSIVE CENTURY AS HEAT WAVE CONTINUES 

FIRE BRIGADE CALLED TO WEATHERBOARD HOUSE; LITTLE DAMAGE 

Thursday Night Hottest in 17-Year-Old Records 

OFFICIAL MAXIMUM 111.8 YESTERDAY 

With a maximum reading of 111.8 Pirie yesterday registered its eighth, successive century, 

the eleventh for the year to date and the eighteenth for the summer. 

Thursday night, during which the temperature never dropped below 88, was warmer than any 

previous night in the 17-year-old records at Pirie Post Office. Records before January, 1922, 

are not available in Pirie. 

Yesterday Pirie Fire Brigade received its first call since the heat wave began. It was to a 

weather-board dwelling in Pirie Estate which was slightly damaged by fire. 

"Fine and hot. Cooler later," is the forecast. 

Although members of Pirie Fire Brigade have been prepared since the heat wave started, 

fortunately it had not been necessary to call for their services until yesterday. 

At 12.7 p.m. yesterday the brigade was called to a three-roomed weather-board house 

occupied by Mr. A. Kapsch. The dwelling is in Pirie Es- 

The Thermometer  

Yesterday's maximum: 111.8.  

Minimum for 24 hours ended 8.30 a.m., 88. 

tate off French street. The blaze was extinguished after a corner had been damaged. Portion 

of the roof and the exterior and interior of the walls were damaged. No harm was done to the 

furniture. 

The efforts of neighbors with buckets of water played a large part in saving from destruction 

the house which caught alight when a strong northerly was blowing. 

FIRE HELD WITH BUCKETS 

Buckets held the blaze in control until the brigade arrived. The firemen were hampered in their 

efforts by the poor pressure of water. Apparently the blaze started under the building. Its 

cause is unknown. 

The advice of the fire officials for this time of the year is to take extreme caution and to see 

that nothing which could ignite the exceptional amount of dry material is left about. 
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Farmers who visited the town yesterday said that stock were suffering under the prolonged 

heat. Where shade was available the position was not so bad. Unshaded ground was too hot 

for the stock to lie on. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 16 January 1939, page 1 

FIRE IN PIRIE BOTTLE STORE 

DAMAGE ESTIMATED AT £150 

Destruction Prevented By Brigade 

A FIRE which broke out in the Beach road store of Pirie Bottlers early yesterday morning 

caused damage to the cooling plant and slight damage to a corner of the building. Smart work 

by members of Pirie Fire Brigade saved the store from being gutted. 

Mr. J. Rowan (proprietor) was not at home when "The Recorder" representative called, but his 

brother, Mr. F. J. Rowan, said that without having made a close inspection of the effect of the 

fire he would estimate the damage at £150. The damage had not been sufficient to hamper 

the business of the firm or delay its production, he said. 

Det. J. Slinger, who lives nearby, noticed the fire at 2.50 a.m. and called the brigade from 

Three Chain road alarm. At that stage the flames appeared to have gained a good hold, but 

the firemen prevented them extending. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 6 February 1939, page 1 

MIDNIGHT FIRE AT PIRIE BLOCKS 

FIVE-ROOMED HOUSE DESTROYED 

Owner at Broken Hill On Holiday 

A HEAP of twisted sheets of iron, gaunt iron bedsteads, and ashes are all that remain of the 

five-roomed home of Mrs. M. Goodwin, Pirie Blocks, which caught fire late on Saturday night. 

The owner has been at Broken Hill on holiday, and so far as is known there was no one at the 

house at the time of the outbreak. The property is situated about three miles from Pirie, at the 

rear of the racecourse, and the nearest habitation is several hundred yards away. 

Passengers on the night train from Adelaide saw the flames as they went past and on arrival 

at Pirie Junction shortly before 11.30 telephoned the police. The fire brigade was also 

advised, but as the fire was outside the town boundary and the nearest water a half-mile 

distant in a 1½ in. main, no appliance was sent out. When Det. J. Slinger arrived on the scene 

the destruction was complete. Station Officer A. M. Griffin made an inspection soon after. 

Ten days ago Mrs. Goodwin and her daughter, Miss Ethel Goodwin, went to the Barrier on 

holiday, and the aged Mr. R. Goodwin went to stay at the residence of Mrs. V. A. Court, at 

Two-Mile crossing. 

NO HINT OF ORIGIN 

Mr. John Vonow, farmer, who has a room detached from the house, had been looking after 

the place. On Saturday he had his evening meal and about 8 o'clock left for Pirie to attend a 

dance. He had his customary look round before leaving and everything seemed all right. 

About 2 a.m. he was returning home in the bright moonlight, and on nearing the gate was 

puzzled when he could not see the roof above the high hedge. He was astounded to find the 

house a heap of ruins. 

Mr. Vonow could give no idea of the origin of the fire. No electricity is connected to the place. 

Fortunately the wind blew danger away from a haystack at the rear of the house. The fire did 

its work with thoroughness, for nothing of any value is left. The iron frame of a piano, charred 
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and buckled, is all that is left of the instrument, and included in the contents of the house was 

a new ice chest. 

A great pepper tree overhanging the rear of the house is badly charred, and a couple of 

charred verandah posts still stand crazily. A canary hanging in a small cage near the house 

was unharmed. Details of insurance will not be known until Mrs. Goodwin returns home. She 

is expected today. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 16 March 1939, page 2 

FIRE BRIGADE CALLED TO SOLOMONTOWN 

Shortly before 8 o'clock last night Pirie Fire Brigade received a telephone call from 

Solomontown. Turning out smartly with two appliances under Senior Fireman J. Hocking 

(acting officer in charge) the firemen found that they had to deal with a heap of rubbish alight 

in the yard of Mr. C. Olson, Ivy street. A few buckets of water sufficed to extinguish the fire. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 20 March 1939, page 1 

PERSONAL 

Fireman C. R. Thomas, of Pirie Fire Brigade, is making a satisfactory recovery in hospital 

following an operation for appendicitis. 

1940 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 19 April 1939, page 2 

FIREPLUG STONES PROJECTING 

Pirie Council Discusses Responsibility 

Topstones projecting above fire plugs in various streets of the town formed the basis of some 

discussion in Pirie Town Council on Monday night. At the previous meeting Cr. Whelan had 

asked that the legal aspect of responsibility for the danger should be obtained from the 

council's solicitor.  

In response to a query by Cr. Whelan the town clerk read a letter he had received from Mr. J. 

G. Sweeney bearing on the subject. The solicitor divided his opinion into three sections. If the 

topstones were projecting through ordinary wear and tear there was no liability on either Fire 

Brigades Board or the council, and the latter would not be liable for any injury caused. 

If in the making or repair of roads the stones were left projecting above or sunk below the 

road level the corporation would be held responsible for the difference. The fire brigades 

department would make the adjustment at the council's expense. 

The third opinion was that if the stones were in any way broken or damaged the responsibility 

rested upon the Fire Brigades Board. 

Cr. Sly drew attention to a projecting topstone in Fourth street, Pirie West. Referring to that 

the town clerk said that he thought it was due to wear and tear, in which case neither party 

would be responsible. It seemed that there would have to be co-operation between the 

department and the council in fixing the stones. 

"Someone's Responsibility" 

The Mayor: Surely it is someone's responsibility to do the job. A little bitumen laid round the 

stones and sloped to their level should suffice. The engineer-surveyor offered the opinion that 

a big diameter would have to be covered. It would be preferable to lower the stones to their 

proper level. Ald. Reid moved that the Fire Brigades Board be requested to lower the 

topstones in Fourth street. 
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"Whatever the legal obligation maybe," he said, "someone should do the job, as the stones 

are a positive danger. A lot of the trouble, I believe, is caused by the flushing out of the plugs. 

The sluicing washes away all the lighter material, leaving a cavity round the stones." Cr. Sly 

seconded the motion, and it was carried. 

A similar motion relating to a topstone in Young street, near Church Circle, was adopted on a 

motion by Crs. Whelan and Taylor. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 21 April 1939, page 1 

FIRE IN PIRIE SHOP WINDOW 

Outbreak at 1.30 This Morning 

SPEEDY ARRIVAL OF FIREMEN 

A WINDOW of Mezzino's confectionery shop in Alexander street was destroyed and the 

contents severely damaged by a fire which broke out shortly before 1.30 this morning. The 

shop, which is one of four in Gmeiner Buildings, is conducted by Messrs. F. Caputo and C. 

Christofis. 

Messrs. A. J. Hales and R. Collins were having supper in Mr. C. Andronas' fish cafe, which 

adjoins Mezzino's, when the crackling of the flames attracted their attention. Mr. Hales 

summoned the fire brigade by means of an alarm at the corner of Alexander and Florence 

streets. 

The firemen were on the scene with commendable promptness, and before the flames were 

able to gain a hold on the upper floor, which they were licking, they were extinguished. A line 

of hose was run out from a hydrant almost opposite the shop and water played into the 

window, the glass of which had cracked and fallen out through the heat. An entrance was 

forced at the doorway, and a ladder was placed against the balcony so that the firemen could 

inspect the upper floor. 

Peanut Roaster in Window 

The most valuable content of the window was a large peanut roaster, round which was 

heaped a quantity of peanuts. Fortunately the outbreak was detected before the fire could 

penetrate farther into the shop. 

If Mr. Andronas' shop had been closed before the fire broke out it might easily have gained a 

strong hold on the shop. The building is an old one, and the whole block would have been 

menaced. 

The fire served to show the efficiency of the local brigade, the rapid appearance of which 

caused favorable comment. Station Officer A. M. Griffin was in charge of the men. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 22 April 1939, page 1 

Burning Rubbish Causes Alarm 

At 8.54 last night Pirie Fire Brigade received a call from the telephone exchange to the home 

of Mr. F. Hillier in Queen street, Solomontown, and two appliances, with Station Officer A. M. 

Griffin in charge, proceeded there. 

It was found that rubbish was being burned in an iron incinerator, with every precaution taken. 

It is surmised that a passerby noticed the glare and gave the alarm. 

Station Officer Griffin said that although the brigade's services had not been required the call 

was justified. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 23 April 1940, page 2 
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FIRE BOARD VISITS PIRIE 

Brigade Turns Out Smartly 

Pirie's firefighting unit left no doubt about its efficiency when members of South Australian 

Fire Brigades Board paid a surprise visit to the town yesterday. Members of the visiting party 

were Messrs. H. Jackson (chairman). J. J. Whyte (chief officer), E. W. J. Peel, R. G. A. 

Martin, Miers, and R. B. Beeton (secretary). 

Response by the brigade to a call from an alarm in Mary-Elie street left nothing to be desired. 

The call was received shortly after 9.30 a.m., and two appliances under Station Officer A. M. 

Griffin turned out with customary smartness. Lines of hose were run out at Barrier Wharf and 

the pump was quickly put into operation. Board members afterward inspected the station. 

Efficiency Badges For A.R.P. Firemen 

Emergency firemen who have undergone A.R.P. training in Pirie and have reached the 

required standard of proficiency are to be supplied with a badge. The badges which were 

received yesterday by Station Officer A. M. Griffin, who has charge of the squad, are of 

distinctive design in red and gold. They feature a flaming torch and are in-scribed "A.R.P. Fire 

Emergency. S.A." 

To be entitled to wear an efficiency badge an emergency fireman must pass practical and oral 

tests embracing all phases of his training. The neat, striking design makes the insignia well 

worth possessing. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 11 May 1939, page 1 

FIRE BRIGADE CALLED TO PIRIE STORE 

PROMPT ACTION MINIMISES DAMAGE 

Electric Motor Afire 

Calling Pirie Fire Brigade in the nick of time last night and the prompt arrival of the firemen 

probably saved Alexander street N.D.C.S. from extensive damage. At it was, only an electric 

motor which supplies the power for the store's refrigeration unit was burned out. 

When the firemen arrived about 9 p.m. they found the store filled with smoke. Flames had 

already begun to come from the engine. They were extinguished with chemicals. The motor is 

housed under a wooden counter, and shelves and display tables in the store are also of 

wood. The motor is in the grocery and confectionery section. Clothing and household 

requirements are included among the articles in the shop. 

Mr. J. Cocks, proprietor of Blue Bird Fruit Shop, which is separated from the N.D.C.S. by a 

narrow lane, called the brigade from the alarm at the corner of Alexander and Florence 

streets. He smelt the smoke while in front of his shop, and at first suspected that it was 

coming from the engine of a motor truck. He then went to the rear of the store, and while 

descending a ladder in the dark during his search for the source of the fire he fell heavily. 

Constable J. Glass was also on the scene early, and endeavored to enter the store. 

The firemen turned out quickly and lost no time in forcing a way into the premises, which by 

that time were filled with smoke. Under the direction of Senior Firemen J. Hocking they ran 

out a hose to be used if necessary, but a chemical gun sufficed. Station Officer A. M. Griffin, 

who was away from the station when the alarm was sounded, arrived at the scene a few 

minutes after the motor appliances. 

Mr. C. Wrighton (managing director of Prests Ltd.) was communicated with and visited the 

store. He said that the refrigeration equipment was insured. The sight of the fire reels, police 

officers, and the smoke attracted a large crowd. All doors and windows of the shop were 

opened to allow the smoke and chemical fumes escape. 
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Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 23 May 1939, page 2 

NO BLAZE, BUT FIREMEN GO INTO ACTION 

Board Members Give False Alarm 

Pirie Fire Brigade received a false alarm yesterday morning, but it differed from other's in that 

the brigade instead of returning to the station went into action, although there was no fire. 

Those responsible for making the call were Mr. H. Jackson (chairman of South Australian Fire 

Brigades Board), other board members, and Mr. J. J. Whyte (chief officer). The board 

members, who are travelling by the motorship Moonta on a half-yearly inspection tour, made 

a call shortly after 9 a.m. from an alarm at the corner of Ellen and David streets. 

Under Station Officer A. M. Griffin the firemen turned out with customary smartness and, 

working with commendable efficiency, put the Dennis pump into operation drawing water from 

Federal Dock. 

The town's safety was not neglected while board members were watching the firefighters in 

action. While the pump was working the hose carrier returned to the station, there to stand by 

in case of a genuine alarm. 

News (Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1954), Monday 5 June 1939, page 10 

Pirie Pensioner Loses Belongings in Fire 

PORT PIRIE, Monday. — The fire brigade was called to two outbreaks at the week-end. A 

single room in Afford lane was gutted, but a block of seven others adjoining it was saved. 

Michael Sullivan, 69, pensioner, lost all his belongings except the clothes he wore and 8/ in 

his pockets. At the Royal Exchange Hotel, smouldering joints beneath a large, open fireplace 

on the first floor had to be removed. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 5 June 1939, page 1 

SMOKE CAME OUT OF FLOOR 

Unusual Fire At Royal Exchange 

Smoke coming out of the skirting boards and through ventilators was the first waring of a fire 

smouldering beneath a large open fireplace on the first floor on Royal Exchange Hotel. The 

fire is believed to have been caused by the heat from the fire-place, which is of brick, setting 

wooden rafters underneath smouldering. 

On Friday night smoke was noticed in Room No. 10, but as that room had a fireplace it was 

thought that system was inter-connected and the smoke was coming from another fire. Mr. A. 

Black, an employe of the hotel, saw on Saturday morning smoke coming out the skirting 

boards in the upstairs lounge, under which the fire was actually smouldering. At 11.15 a.m. 

Mr. J. Crocker, a barman, called the brigade by telephone. 

Station-Officer A. M. Griffin and members of his brigade made a quick arrival. They opened 

up the floor in room No. 10 and on both sides of the fireplace, which is in the lounge just at 

the head of the staircase. They had an extremely difficult job removing the smouldering wood, 

having to extricate blocks of concrete from under the fireplace at the same time. It was not 

until two hours and 10 minutes after his arrival that Station-Officer Griffin left the scene. 

WATER DRIPS INTO SALOON 

The firemen worked as quietly as possible so as not to disturb the routine of the hotel, and 

many people who passed the premises had no idea of what was taking place upstairs. They 

were also sparing with the use of water, not wishing unnecessarily to damage the ceiling 

below. Water did, however, start to drip through into the saloon bar, which is immediately 

below, and customers were kept away from a section of it. 
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It is thought that the coke breeze —a type of concrete which includes small pieces of coke in 

its composition—under the fireplace may have played a part in the fire. Det. J. Slinger 

prepared a report for Mr. A. H. L. Goode (coroner), who has deemed an inquest unnecessary. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 16 June 1939, page 1 

BOILING TAR AFIRE 

Floor Damaged At Solomontown 

When a pot of tar which was boiling on the stove at the home of Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Koch, 

Queen street, Solomontown, boiled over yesterday morning, part of the flooring and linoleum 

was damaged when the hot liquid burst into flames. 

Pirie fire brigade was called to the scene by telephone, and under Station-Officer A. M. 

Griffen, two reels turned out smartly. When they reached the house, the flames, had been 

extinguished. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 8 July 1939, page 1 

PERSONAL 

After having been on duty in Adelaide for some months Fireman E. Brealey has been 

transferred back to Pirie Fire Brigade. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 27 July 1939, page 1 

FIRE CALL FROM HOSPITAL 

Boiler Smoke Causes False Alarm 

Smoke from a steam boiler going through an escape pipe in the roof of the nurses' quarters of 

Pirie Hospital last evening alarmed a pedestrian in Memorial Park, who thought that the 

building was on fire. 

He informed Matron G. A. Siegele, who called Pirie Fire Brigade as a precautionary measure. 

After an inspection from the roof the firemen said that all was safe. The angle of the moon 

caused the smoke to glow, which added to the deception. 

The firemen went quietly about their inspection, so not as to alarm hospital patients. Station 

Officer A. M. Griffin directed his men to remove their helmets so that the shining brass would 

not cause alarm. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 28 July 1939, page 1 

BAGS IN CASE ALIGHT 

Fire at Rear of Laforgia Bros. 

Pirie Fire Brigade was called to the corner of Alexander and Florence streets about 12 o'clock 

last night. On arrival it was found that Plain-clothes-Constable Wehr had noticed some bags 

in a packing case smouldering in a lane at the rear of Laforgia Bros.' fish shop. He threw 

water on them and then called the brigade. One machine went round and after thoroughly 

soaking the bags with water its crew was able to report everything safe. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 31 July 1939, page 1 

Pirie Fire Brigade Receives False Alarm 

The blast of a siren and clang of a bell on fire brigade appliances brought residents of York 

road, Pirie West, from their teatables shortly after 6.30 last evening. The crowd dispersed as 

quickly as it had gathered, however, as it was a malicious false alarm which had caused the 

firemen to turn out. The call was from a York road alarm. 
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Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 1 August 1939, page 2 

The Recorder 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 1, 1939 

HOAXING THE FIRE BRIGADE IS NOT A JEST 

FURTIVELY sounding a fire alarm in York road on Sunday evening, a practical joker or half-

wit probably sneaked away to a spot whence he could watch the result of his misdirected 

sense of merriment. Not daring to tell anyone of his exploit lest his name should be 

communicated to the brigade, his silent mirth was doubtless mingled with fear that someone 

might have seen him. 

It is a common form of folly which is exasperating to the gallant men who fight fires, and it 

may have dangerous effects. While a false alarm is being answered a fire may break out at 

some other place, and valuable time would be lost before the brigade could hear of it, with 

consequent complete destruction of property which could have been saved had appliances 

been on the scene a few minutes earlier. 

When a call is given the brigade must turn out immediately, and the speed at which its 

appliances necessarily travel constitutes a certain degree of danger to the men on them and 

to the public. That takes the folly from the realm of a practical joke to that of malicious 

insanity. 

There is a penalty provided for bogus alarms if the person who sounds them can be 

convicted, and the general public which is protected by the firemen will wish that he could be 

found each time. One mischievous effect is that if a series of false alarms is given the 

disgusted brigade may be dilatory in answering a genuine one under a mistaken impression 

that it is simply another "joke." 

Hoaxing the brigade is not a jest; it is a deliberate act which would be a disgrace to a small 

boy. When youths and men stoop to it they convict themselves of limited brainpower and a 

lawless desire to endanger life and limb. Pirie has no room for such creatures or any others 

who hide their mischievous proclivities, not daring to face the consequences. 

Men who have risked a rapid journey to save property do not relish being subjects of laughter, 

and rightly. Thoughtful persons will not smile at the hoax, but share the annoyance at its 

perpetration. Firemen, at any hour of the day or night, respond willingly and promptly to every 

call. That they should be the prey of persons with warped minds is without excuse, and every 

effort should be made to have offenders traced and punished. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 28 August 1939, page 1 

SHED CATCHES FIRE IN PIRIE WEST 

Prompt Action Averts Serious Damage 

PROMPT action by nearby residents was probably responsible for serious damage being 

averted when a shed at the rear of premises in Tenth street, Pirie West, caught fire last 

evening. 

The shed, which was only slightly damaged, is on the premises of Mr. R. J. Murdoch, 

monumental mason, on the corner of Tenth and Sixth streets. It is close to the side of a wood 

and iron dwelling occupied by Mrs. E. V. Goodger, of Sixth street. It is believed that the fire 

was caused by the presence of live coals in ashes which were placed in a wooden box near 

the building. 

A few minutes before 6 o'clock Mrs. J. Loizeau, of Seventh street, noticed fire at the rear of 

Mr. Murdoch's premises and quickly notified her husband. Mr. Loizeau hurried to the scene 
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and knocked on the door to give the alarm to Mr. Murdoch, who was at tea and unaware that 

anything was amiss. 

NEIGHBOR'S GOOD WORK 

Flames were licking the side of the shed, which is a two-storey structure, but a well-aimed 

throw by Mr. A. Worby, of Sixth street, with a bucket of water subdued them. The fire brigade 

had been notified, and with customary promptness two appliances turned out under Station 

Officer A. M. Griffin. One returned to the station, but the other remained until the firemen had 

made sure that there was no danger of a new outbreak. 

The shed was only slightly damaged, and the contents were un-harmed. Mr. Murdoch's trade 

tools are kept on the lower floor, and old furniture is stored in the upper storey. The shed is a 

flimsy structure, and if the flames had obtained a strong hold on it Mrs. Goodger's home 

would have been in grave danger. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 31 August 1939, page 2 

FISH SHOP STOVE CATCHES FIRE 

Brigade Called To Alexander Street 

Boiling fat which spilled over into a flame caused a gas stove used for cooking fish and chips 

at Austral Fish Cafe to catch fire yesterday morning. Pirie Brigade was summoned from a 

street alarm and the firemen promptly arrived and extinguished the outbreak with chemicals. 

The stove and flue were damaged by the flames. While it burned the fire caused great heat, 

discoloring the nickel of the flue. The cafe is owned by Mr. Chris Andronas. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 11 September 1939, page 1 

Small Fire on Steamer Aeon 

Yesterday morning a small fire broke out on board the steamer Aeon. It is believed that power 

wires leading to a refrigerator box short-circuited, causing the woodwork to ignite. Engineers 

quickly extinguished the flames. The damage, which was small, was confined to the 

refrigerator box. Station Officer A. M. Griffin, of Pirie Fire Brigade, visited the ship and made 

an examination. 

 

State Library of South Australia - Aeon [PRG 1324/312], Photograph of the Aeon from the 

Arbon-Le Maistre Collection of ships, mostly from the 20th century, and including virtually all 
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the ships which carried post-World War II migrants to Australia. 1913. Part of Arbon Le 

Maistre Collection. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Tuesday 31 October 1939, page 3 

RUBBISH ON FIRE IN PIRIE WEST 

Summoned to The Terrace by telephone, Pirie Fire Brigade found a large heap of rubbish 

alight in a vacant allotment at the rear of Mr. A. V. Davies' home. The rubbish was close to a 

fence, but the fire was extinguished before it could do more than discolor the iron. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Monday 20 November 1939, page 16 

Port Pirie Sample Mill Damaged By Fire 

PORT PIRIE. November 19. 

Minor damage was caused by a fire which broke out in the sample mill of the Broken Hill 

Associated Smelters Pty., Ltd., this afternoon. It is believed that the outbreak was caused by 

lightning. Part of the heavy timber with which the mill is built was in flames when the fire 

brigade arrived. With the aid of the company's firefighting staff, the brigade quickly 

extinguished the blaze. It is expected that the motors in the mill will be affected by the water. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 20 November 1939, page 1 

FIRES START AND LIGHTS FAIL DURING ELECTRICAL STORM 

SMELTERS SAMPLE MILL ABLAZE 

SAVED FROM DESTRUCTION BY PIRIE FIREMEN AND VOLUNTEERS 

CASTING ON TOWN POWERLINE BLOWN TO PIECES BY LIGHTNING 

OUTBREAK WILL CAUSE NO LOSS OF EMPLOYMENT 

Two fires started at the Smelters and the town power supply was forcibly cut off about 4 p.m. 

yesterday, when an electrical storm raged over Pirie with un-abated fury for half an hour. The 

sample testing mill at the Works caught alight and its timber structure and machinery were 

damaged by the flames. 

Shortly before a wire conduit on top of the dressing plant had ignited, but there the flames 

were extinguished before they could do harm. Intensive efforts by members of Pirie Fire 

Brigade and volunteers from the Smelters saved the sample mill from destruction. 

Mr. D. Yates (general superintendent of the Smelters) stated late yesterday afternoon that no 

men would lose employment became of the damage to the mill. Only a few work in that 

department. 

The main which carries current from the Smelters powerhouse to the municipal distributing 

centre was struck by lightning and a casting blown to pieces. Power was quickly restored to 

the town by using an alternative line. At the airport lightning was seen to strike the ground. 

Smelters workers also reported having seen the effects of lightning. 

Dense smoke billowing from behind the baghouse and the noisy signalling of two fire engines 

as they raced down Ellen street informed Sunday afternoon street-strollers that something 

was ablaze at the Smelters. Although flames did not burst through the galvanised iron walls of 

the sample mill smoke from the burning timber and material inside enveloped the space 

between the mill, the dressing plant, and the baghouse. 

Oregon from 20 to 30 years old forms the interior construction of the mill, and the fire soon 

spread through it. Practically all the timber inside the mill was charred and machinery belting 

was burned through. 
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One of the first men to gain entry after the fire was noticed saw the switchboard well alight. It 

was apparently there that the blaze started. Windows were smashed and three lines of hose 

brought into service in the fight against the fire. A fourth hose was coupled and held ready 

against an extension of the outbreak. 

Brigade Quickly Out 

Pirie Fire Brigade received a call by telephone at 4.20 p.m. Two appliances turned out under 

Station Officer A. M. Griffin and were quickly on the scene. The professional crews took over 

from Smelters volunteers who were already attacking the blaze. Concerted effort quickly 

brought the fire under control, although it was after 5 o'clock before Station Officer Griffin 

withdrew his men, leaving one to watch against possibility of a fresh flaring up. 

Among the volunteers summoned to action when the fire was notified were two dayshift men 

who were in the changehouse preparing to go home. They were members of the Smelters 

volunteer brigade. 

Workman Gives Alarm 

Mr. M. Mavrikakis, a baghouse workman, was on the way to start his shift in the baghouse 

about four minutes to 4 p.m. when he noticed the conduit on the roof of the dressing plant 

burning. He ran to Mr. L. White (bottom floor superintendent) to notify him. 

Mr. J. Ellis, an electrician, and later others mounted the roof and attacked the flames with 

chemical extinguishers. Some of the covering of the wires, which carry about 550 volts, was 

damaged. A few minutes later Mr. Mavrikakis heard Mr. R. Meyers (shift boss) shout that the 

sample mill was alight. 

Mr. Max Perkins, who broke in a door shortly after the first alarm was given, saw the 

switchboard well alight. Conveyor and elevator apparatus were also burning. The power to 

the sample mill was shut off at the powerhouse and an electrical pump on Smelters Wharf 

brought into operation to increase the water pressure. 

Hoses were directed on the mill from three sides. One jet of water was poured in from the 

overhead bridgeway which connects the mill with the drossing plant, another from a ladder 

through a broken-in window on the northern side, and a third hose was played on the iron on 

the southern side. Another line of hose was ready at the western door to the mill in case the 

flames broke through on that side—the nearest to the dressing plant. 

While the brigade firemen kept a steady stream of water running into the mill volunteers stood 

by at the hydrants and where else they could be useful. One man was even scooping up with 

a bucket the water which was flowing out from where a hose stream was landing and 

throwing it back into the mill through a window. 

Mr. D. Yates (general superintendent), Dr. G. K. Williams (assistant general superintendent), 

and other Smelters staff officials arrived while the firemen were still at work. 

Spectators at Distance 

A crowd of interested spectators stood at the main entrance to the Works. Because of the 

new regulations covering visitors they could go no farther as it was a Sunday. But at least 

they were able to see the dense smoke rising from the mill. 

With the contents fire and smoke-blackened and soaked in water it was not possible 

yesterday afternoon to obtain an accurate idea of the extent of the damage. It is certain, 

however, that but for the firefighters quick effort it would have been much more extensive. Mr. 

Yates said that in the circumstances he did not think the damage had been severe. 
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The mill is a detached building. It is connected by a partially wooden overhead bridge with the 

drossing plant, the nearest adjoining structure. The bag house is also nearby. The intense 

heat discolored the galvanised iron exterior of the mill in many places. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 22 November 1939, page 2 

WHAT WOULD YOU DO IN CASE OF FIRE? 

EMBARRASSING QUESTION FOR MANY PIRIE CITIZENS 

BRIGADE CHIEF EMPHASISES PRACTICAL VALUE OF A.R.P. TRAINING 

Suppose you were snugly abed at 2 a.m. and fire broke out in your house or that of a 

neighbor. Would you know the location of the nearest fire alarm? 

Would you be able to locate the nearest fireplug and distinguish it from a stop-valve? In the 

event of a big spread of a blaze could you confidently assist the firemen? 

Questions of that nature were yesterday asked of a representative of "The Recorder" by 

Station Officer A. M. Griffin (Chief of Pirie Fire Brigade). They are queries which would prove 

embarrassing to some thousands of citizens of Pirie. 

Mr. Griffin was asked about the progress of his A.R.P. (air raid precautions) class and 

lectures. He spoke highly of the enthusiasm being displayed by the 20 Pirieans over 40 years 

of age who had offered their services in a spirit of national duty. 

"We have passed through most of the preliminary instruction and are now ready to begin 

practical hose work," he said. "The class twice a week is being well attended, though 

shiftwork changes at times intervene. 

"It did not take long for the volunteers to recognise that they were gaining knowledge which 

could be of value to them when the pressures of wartime have passed. The whole course is 

educational as well as interesting." 

The officer said that fire, like most other calamities, was regarded lightly by the public 

generally until it occurred. One necessity in education was to know how to prevent it, and 

another was knowledge of what to do without panic when an outbreak occurred. 

"Suppose you were awakened at 2 o'clock tomorrow morning," said Mr. Griffin. "Would you 

know where to run or ride to the nearest alarm?" The interviewer had to admit that though he 

had lived in Pirie several years he could not recall where the alarms were placed. 

A MATTER OF SPEED 

"That is the case with thousands of Pirieans," he said. "Most folk know that if an outbreak 

occurs they can run to the nearest telephone to ring the brigade. But swift though the 'phone 

service is it cannot compete with the direct call, and valuable seconds tick away. The A.R.P. 

class has to know the position of all alarms." 

Mr. Griffin said that there were 18 fire alarms scattered round Pirie. He doubted if a dozen folk 

here could name the locality of three of them. Another feature of the service about which the 

public knew little, according to the fire chief, was the difference between a fire plug and a 

stop-valve. 

"Such ignorance sometimes leads to annoyance," he said. "I recall on one occasion when we 

were called to a fire we had to run our hose a long distance to the nearest fire plug. A man 

who lived in the vicinity became quite angered because we would not use a plug which he 

had located close to the outbreak, and passed some warm remarks about the men on the job. 

"After the flames had been controlled I approached the man and pointed out that he had been 

arguing over a stop-valve used by the Waterworks Department, and not a fire plug. He 
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expressed his regret, but a crowd of bystanders had earlier been given an impression of the 

brigade which was anything but flattering. 

"There are hundreds of stop-valves placed round the town mains, and the little cast plates 

which cover them closely resemble those which mark the plugs. All citizens should know that 

the fire plug is always indicated by a white post with red cast cap." 

Mr. Griffin said that the old system was to have the red cap bear the sign "F.P. 5 ft.," which 

meant that the plug was 5 ft. from the kerbing. Nowaday the caps were plain, for sometimes 

the main was up to 30 ft. from the kerb. 

Men from the brigade are out twice a week inspecting and testing the plugs round the various 

wards. Set as they are to the level of the road, they often become covered with dirt and 

gravel, and often take some finding at night. Mr. Griffin paid a tribute to Mr. J. M. Stokes 

(waterworks district foreman) and his staff for the prompt manner in which any detected 

defect was remedied. 

"I have remarked that citizens do not fully understand what fire entails," he added. "If they 

were wise in the matter the A.R.P. class would not be able to cope with the rush of 

volunteers. What a man may learn with the class would be handy knowledge which would 

never leave him. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

"The service is under much the same head as that of St. John Ambulance. It is comforting to 

know, in case of injury, that an efficient first-aid man is at hand, competent and willing to do 

his job. 

"Fires are not of such frequent occurrence as accidents, but when they do come along, 

particularly in a thickly-settled great town like Pirie, it is good to realise that men other than 

the professional firemen have a practical idea of what to do. "They may never be called upon 

to use their knowledge, but as in many other cases of prior preparation—one never knows." 

Before leaving the subject Mr. Griffin had a word or two to say concerning the Bushfires Act. 

Amateur gardeners and zealous husbands who cleared their gardens and yards of rubbish at 

week-ends, he said, quite casually set fire to the assembled piles and had quite a warm 

private bonfire. Few knew that they were committing an offence by so doing. A house holder 

was perfectly free to destroy by fire his rubbish in an incinerator or such safe receptacle, but 

any burning off of grass or rubbish in the open could be done, only with permission from the 

corporation. 

"There are dozens of things in connection with the fire service which all people should know, 

and do not," said the officer. "Really a wartime emergency measure, the A.R.P. movement 

offers a capital opportunity for all men above the age of 40 years." 

WHERE THE ALARMS ARE 

The 18 fire alarms round Pirie are located as follow:— 

Pirie: Corner Alexander street, and The Terrace, corner George and Ellen streets, near 

Pelham's butcher shop (Ellen street), Ozone Theatre, corner Norman and Ellen streets (Union 

Bank), corner Mary-Elie and Ellen streets (Dalgety's), Hospital. 

Solomontown: Corner Parks street and Main road, corner Three Chain and Main roads 

(Drage's), corner Prince street and Three Chain road, corner Ronald street and Three Chain 

road. 

Pirie South: Corner Alfred street and Esmond road. 
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Pirie West: Corner Goode road and The Terrace (School), corner Goode and Senate roads, 

corner Hallam street and Senate road, corner Seventh street and York road, centre of 

Mansom street. 

Ellendale: Corner Agnes and Clara streets. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Thursday 23 November 1939, page 1 

CAR FIRE IN ELLEN STREET 

Power Wires Ignite 

As a car was being parked in Ellen street, near Ozone Theatre, last night the occupants 

noticed that a cable carrying electric current under the body was glowing and starting to 

flame. Mr. E. H. Fiddaman, one of the occupants, seized the cable and disconnected, it while 

Mr. E. G. Fiddaman, his son, telephoned Pirie Fire Brigade. Mr. Fiddaman, sen., also 

douched a bottle of water over the burning wire. A brigade appliance was quickly on the 

scene and with a chemical extinguisher made a short job of the embryo fire. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 24 November 1939, page 3 

Some Ratepayers Declare It Is Not All It Should Be 

Several Streets, Short Of Plugs, Call For Attention 

Following an article which appeared in "The Recorder" on Wednesday dealing with the need 

for greater interest in prevention of and attack on fires in Pirie there has been quickened 

interest among some ratepayers who have their life's endeavor wrapped up in comfortable 

homes. Some have discovered that so far as water protection from fire is concerned they are 

in an unfortunate position, and that if their houses were attacked by fire the most efficient 

brigade in the world would be placed under severe handicap. 

Happily serious outbreaks of fire in Pirie are few, but that does not necessarily mean that 

measures for protection should be relaxed. At some outbreaks in the past the brigade has 

been observed using inordinate lengths of hose to carry water from the mains, and pressure 

has often been noted to be anything but strong. 

Enquiries made on those occasions have revealed that the nearest fireplug has been 

anything up to 400 yds. away from the seat of the fire and that the consequent length of hose 

has meant smaller volume at the nozzles through fictional loss on the way.  

Plans Examined 

Yesterday a resident of Solomontown came into "The Recorder" Office and said that he had 

searched his street and had been unable to find any trace of a fire plug. There were, he said, 

48 houses in that street, mostly of wood and iron. 

Later minute examination of plans of the town was sufficient to convince that some serious 

attention is needed here in the matter of provision of more fireplugs. The reason for so many 

blank spaces is simply explained. Some of the mains round Pirie have been down 30 years 

and more, and when they were laid there were vacant blocks where today handsome 

residences stand. 

Nowaday, when new mains are laid or old ones replaced, provision is made for fireplugs 

about five chains apart. Thus the plans show that thoroughfares like Balmoral road and Pirie 

street, where new mains were recently laid, are now well protected. 

But there are still several streets in thickly populated areas which would be in parlous plight in 

the event of a big outbreak. The plan was carefully perused yesterday and the following 

details noted:— 



Port Pirie Fire Brigade.docx 
Page 309 of 318 

SA Country Fire Service Promotions Unit 
www.fire-brigade.asn.au 

9 June 2026 

Henry and Arthur streets, Risdon Park, in which are some fine, modern residences, are 

catered for with one plug apiece, each at the far western dead-end. In contrast Balmoral road, 

with its new main, has 16 plugs between Senate road and Three Chain road. 

Several Danger Spots 

There is only one plug in the full length of Broadway road (between The Terrace and Senate 

road), and the whole of the northern portion of Howe and Alfred streets, where houses are 

fairly thick, is a plugless area. 

Up through Pirie West, where the older houses are, ample protection is afforded. For 

instance, in the southern half of Fourth street there are no less than seven plugs, closely 

placed. York road could well do with some attention, but otherwise there is little fault to be 

found with the western service. 

The business area of the town is also excellently protected. Big places like the hospital, town 

hall. Ozone and New Austral Theatres, Smelters Store, and Commonwealth car barn carry 

their own fire services. 

It is in Solomontown area that the most unfortunate position is found. There is ample 

protection in the main square bounded by Main road, Three Chain road, Alpha terrace, and 

Albert terrace, but outside that the protection afforded is spasmodic, in a sense. 

It was almost amazing to discover that Railway terrace, from One-Mile Crossing south, has 

not a single plug to protect its fine residences, though a 10-in. water main runs just clear of its 

kerbing. The nearest coupling for water is in Warren street, at the rear. One has only to know 

that locality to realise the handicap under which the brigade would work in the event of an 

outbreak anywhere along Railway terrace. 

Streets Poorly Served 

Simpson street is worse off still, for with houses placed closely on both sides there is no plug 

available until the extreme southern end is reached—about 600 yds. from Three Chain road. 

And that solitary plug is fronted by a vacant block. 

John street is another thoroughfare that is not well served, and Wood street has to have its 

firefighting water carried a long distance from either of three points—in Oliver street, Three 

Chain road, and the far end of the street. Another thoroughfare which is without protection is 

Branford street. 

In most of the streets enumerated a serious position would arise through delay in case of fire. 

It is reasonable to assume, too, that a stream of water directed through 100 ft. of hose from 

the main would be much more effective than one carried 1,000 or 1,200 ft., with its frictional 

loss on the way. That is quite apart from what the brigade would have to overcome in getting 

its lines into action. 

No one house is more immune from fire than another. In the interests of safety, therefore, it 

does not seem right that necessary protection should be denied those citizens who have, as 

mentioned before, placed their life's work within four walls, and past whose homes flows 

copious water with no means of tapping in case of fire.  

What Act Provides 

In this connection Clause 28 of the Waterworks Act, 1932, makes interesting reading:— 

"The Commissioner shall, within every water district, fix proper fireplugs in the main and other 

pipes belonging to him, at such distances and at such places as he may deem proper and 

convenient for the supply of water for extinguishing any fire which may break out within any 

such district. 
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"The cost of such fireplugs and the expenses of fixing and maintaining the same in repair 

(except in the Adelaide water district) shall be defrayed by the council of the municipality or 

district within the boundaries of which the plugs are fixed." 

Close study of the plans of Pirie suggests that to ensure a reasonable measure of safety to its 

ratepayers Pirie Town Council should have installed at least 20 more fireplugs through the 

wards. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 23 December 1939, page 2 

Busy Street and Quiet Corner 

(By Wanderer) 

CHRISTIAN FORBEARANCE 

THERE is something about this season of the year which brings out the sweeter, calmer 

thoughts in us. As an example, I draw your attention to Constable Alf Hulster. Off duty one 

day this week he was thoughtfully wheeling his bicycle along the gutter in Ellen street north 

when he cracked his skull against a castiron fire alarm. No word escaped his lips, though he 

was almost "outed." He took it in the real Christmas spirit. So did a passing cyclist who 

chortled happily as he enjoyed the officer's dis-comfiture—until he rode bang into the rear of a 

parked car. Alf not only did not tear the alarm from its moorings, but he stood by to ensure 

that he had not brought out the brigade. Such forbearance. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 27 December 1939, page 2 

CHICKENS BURNED IN BROODER FIRE 

Pirie Brigade Called To Baptist Manse 

Several chickens a few days old were destroyed when a brooder caught alight in a shed at 

the rear of Baptist manse, The Terrace, early yesterday morning. The brooder was damaged. 

Passers-by noticed a fire in the shed about 1.30 a.m. and roused Rev. C. O. Lundberg. He 

called Pirie Fire Brigade as a precaution. The fire was easily extinguished. 

1941 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 8 October 1941, page 2 

NEW HELMETS FOR FIRE BRIGADE 

Already "Christened" In Pirie 

Another of the fireman's time honored glories has disappeared. Many years ago the prancing, 

dashing horses gave way to the motor driven appliance, and the crowds lost a thrill. And now 

the highly polished, brass helmets are going out, and in their place have come a black 

composition head covering. 

The helmets, new to Pirie, have already had their baptism of fire. Station Officer A. M. Griffin 

and his men were called out on Saturday evening to a garage fire in Balmoral road, and the 

usual crowd which assembled immediately missed the shining headgear of the brigade. The 

new helmets are about the same weight as the old, and are stated to be able to take hard 

knocks without damage. 

1943 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 27 January 1943, page 1 

NEW FIREPUMPS FOR PIRIE 

Three Due To Arrive 
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It has been officially announced that in the near future three new firepumps will arrive in Pirie 

as an aid to the local A.R.P. services. The allocation was recently made, and the date of the 

arrival is contingent upon when the appliances can be turned out complete. They will be 

housed at the fire brigade station, Gertrude street. 

The plant consists of two Beresford-Stork trailer pumps capable of pulling up 200 gallons of 

water a minute. The third, an International vehicle fitted with a Waterhouse pump, will be 

capable of handling 500 gallons a minute. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 22 March 1943, page 3 

PIRIE NOT OUT OF DANGER 

Inspection Of Fire Equipment 

Mr. T. Meaney (deputy director of emergency fire services), accompanied by Mr. A. Elliott 

(civil defence store officer), attended Pirie Fire Station during the week-end to address 

members of the local branch. They answered questions concerning the welfare of the 

organisation and gave advice and instruction in the use of the Beresford trailer pump which, 

had arrived here. 

Mr. Meaney intimated that never be-fore had Pirie been so liable to air attack. Some people 

were under an impression that the danger had passed. That is far from the case. If it were, 

the Government would not be continuing the issue of increased quantities of A.R.P. 

equipment. 

He stressed the need for more solid training in the fire services so that that branch of the work 

would be prepared at any time to meet an emergency. Difficulty had been met in holding the 

interest of members owing to the absence of sufficient equipment, but now the equipment 

was becoming available it was expected that every man connected with the service would 

attend every possible parade. 

Besides the present pump there would shortly be available two others. Much other apparatus 

would also be forwarded to the town. 

Mr. Meaney, accompanied by Mr. Elliott, District Officer Griffin, and Deputy District Officer S. 

Norris (who pointed out the needs of the organisation), inspected the sub-stations and gave 

instructions for the complete fitting out of their stations so that they could operate 

independently of the head station. He also offered suggestions for the improvement and more 

efficient operation of the substations and expressed appreciation of the organising ability of 

District Officer Griffin, in getting so far with such limited resources and equipment. 

Transcontinental (Port Augusta, SA : 1914 - 1954), Friday 26 March 1943, page 4 

Butter Bean Weighs 3½ Pounds 

PRODUCT OF GARDEN AT FIRE STATION 

A bean which dwarfed all previous products of local gardens into insignificance was brought 

to this office on Friday last by Mr. Fred Copley. The bean, commonly known as a New Guinea 

Butter Bean, was 25 inches in length, about 8 inches in circumference and weighed 3½ lbs., 

was grown by Mr. Copley in his garden at the fire station. It resembled a long, thin, marrow, 

except for its light green color. 

Mr. Copley said that his brother in-law marked the growth of the bean with a stick and found 

that it grew about four inches in a night. He is confident that it would have increased in size 

had he not picked it to show some of his workmates who were inclined to disbelieve his 

description of the bean. 
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The seeds, which are said to resemble chips of wood, were given to Mr. Copley by Mrs. 

Kirkham. It is understood that amateur gardeners in the South-East have tried their skill with 

this type of bean and have picked samples far larger than that displayed by Mr. Copley. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 21 May 1943, page 3 

TRAILER PUMPS IN ACTION 

Pirie A.R.P. Workers Want More Mates 

A visit paid to Pirie Fire Brigade Station this week revealed District-Officer A. M. Griffin's 

A.R.P. volunteer firefighters in action with their newly acquired Beresford-Stork trailer pumps. 

The speed and skill with which the firemen handled their hoses spoke volumes for the training 

imparted over many months by the fire chief. 

The pumps, which have a capacity of something between 100 and 250 gallons an hour, are of 

the mobile type, and are wonderfully easy to handle. Four men can pick up one of them and 

place it wherever desired, and they respond quickly to any call made upon them. 

District-Officer Griffin is as serious and zealous over his task as he was two years ago, for he 

still feels the need for Pirie to be prepared for any emergency. 

Not Out of Danger 

"We are not out of the wood yet, by any means," he said. "The latest episode, the sinking of 

the hospital ship Centaur, shows us, that the war is near to us. If submarines can sink a 

vessel so close to our shores it is quite within reason to say that the Japanese could bring into 

operation an aircraft carrier for the purpose of bombing us. 

"That is just why I want to see our A.R.P. firemen thoroughly efficient. It will be all the better if 

they are never called upon for the real business, but they are not losing anything through their 

training. The members I have under me are most enthusiastic, and they have made such fine 

progress that if there were ever a serious conflagration here they would prove of inestimable 

value to the town. 

Members Who Drifted 

"But," he continued, "there is one trouble, and that is that we should have in the squad double 

the number of volunteers. When we started we had a strong force, but there were some who 

could not see out the distance. They drifted away and left us really short of personnel. In the 

name of safety I make an appeal to men to link up with the squad. Apart from the valuable 

work they are doing the members get quite a lot of fun out of the weekly training, and a feeling 

of strong fellowship has been engendered. 

"The phrase 'it can never happen here' is nothing more than bunk. It can happen to Pirie, and 

it is our job to be prepared." 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 18 June 1943, page 1 

NEW FIREFIGHTING WAGGON IN PIRIE 

LATEST DESIGN IN AUSTRALIA 

The last of the town's quota of emergency fire fighting equipment arrived in Pirie yesterday in 

the form of a new fully equipped self propelled fire appliance complete with hoses, ladders, 

and fittings. Upon its arrival a demonstration was given at the wharf, where it was viewed with 

satisfaction by Mr. W. H. Thread-gold (mayor and civic defence co-ordinator) and other 

leading men of the town. 

The appliance, which was brought to Pirie by Mr. G. J. Meaney (deputy director of emergency 

fire services) was designed by Chief Officer Whyte (Director of Fire Services in South 

Australia). There are six such machines to be installed in the State, one in Pirie and five in the 
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metropolitan area. According to Mr. Meaney, the emergency fire fighting equipment being 

used in Pirie at the present time is of the most up-to-date type used in Australia. 

The new appliance is equipped with a 27.4 horsepower six-cylinder engine and the chassis is 

designed to carry 3,000 ft. of 2½-inch hose and the necessary equipment for fire-fighting. On 

top of the machine is an 18 ft. set of scaling ladders, which will extend to 30 ft., and two 15-ft. 

lengths of five-inch suction hose for pumping from open water. Those hoses were used in the 

demonstration at the wharf. 

The Watrus pump, which was built by the Howie Pump Company in America, pumps at the 

rate of 500 gallons a minute and is equipped with two 5-inch inlet and two outlet valves. More 

outlets can be added in an emergency. It can be operated by either static or pressure water 

supply. 

HOSES COMPACTLY CARRIED 

In the body of the waggon, which is shaped like a van, are three separate compartments each 

designed to hold 1,000 ft. of canvas hose. Four side pockets for small gear and two long 

drawers at the rear are provided to carry other small accessories. Seating accommodation is 

provided for the six men who comprise the crew of the appliance. 

Besides the equipment for pumping water from the mains four chemical extinguishers are 

placed in brackets at the front and rear of the vehicle. Two of the chemical extinguishers are 

of a smaller type than the others and can be used by hand. 

Yesterday afternoon Mr. Meaney gave a demonstration in front of the fire brigade station, in 

Gertrude street, to instruct the permanent firemen in Pirie in the use of the vehicle. A pressure 

of 150 lbs. was attained and although there was a strong wind blowing at the time the jet 

reached a height well above any building in Pirie. Two one-inch nozzles were used. 

District-Officer A. M. Griffin, who is in charge of Pirie fire brigade station, said that the arrival 

of the new equipment for emergency fire fighting should be an encouragement to emergency 

firemen to attend drills and gain a thorough knowledge of the appliances. 

1946 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 13 February 1946, page 2 

Emergency Fire-Fighting 

Equipment Called For 

District Officer A. M. Griffin, who did such valuable work in Pirie in coaching emergency 

firemen during the war, has asked that special attention should be drawn to a request from 

the authorities to members to return certain equipment which they used during the training. 

Belts, axes, keys, pouches, and "frogs" are mentioned. 

"The response to a notice appearing in last Friday's 'Recorder', has not been satisfactory," 

said Mr. Griffin yesterday. "The State authorities are calling for the equipment, and it is my job 

to see that they get it. I therefore make a personal appeal to the members, now placed on 

reserve, to bring the articles to the fire station. When they do so they may pick up their 

respirators, which they may retain." 

1948 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 24 November 1948, page 1 

NEW FIRE CHIEF IN PIRIE 

Station Officer J. Pitzo Arrives From Semaphore 

At the week-end Station Officer J. Pitzo began duty as officer-in-charge of Pirie Fire Brigade. 

Mr. Pitzo was in charge at Semaphore for 12 years and had previously served at Port 
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Adelaide and headquarters districts. Last year he served for one month in a relieving capacity 

at Pirie station, which is third largest in the State. Mr. A. M. Griffin, who was previously in 

charge of this district, is on leave prior to retirement next month. 

1949 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 27 May 1949, page 1 

FIRE DESTROYS PIRIE SHOP 

Pirie Fire Brigade received a call at 2.20 a.m. on Wednesday to David street and turned out 

with commendable speed to find the tailoring shop of Mr. A. Balice in flames. Under Station-

Officer J. Pitzo, the firemen had the blaze under control in half an hour. 

The shop was almost completely gutted, with its stocks of material, machines, and other 

equipment. Included was a parcel of new suit-lengths, worth £150, brought from Adelaide the 

previous day. 

The nextdoor apartment, used by Mr. A. DeVoogd, of "Electrotouch." as a radio repair depot, 

was stacked full of radio sets and valuable tools. Damage there was done mostly by water 

and heat, the firemen being able to fight back the flames. 

On the otherside the room occupied by members of "The Den" suffered a scorching, but was 

not otherwise damaged. Flames licked through to the top floor of the block, but did not get 

away. 

A tarpaulin covering a truck standing at the kerb caught alight from the flying sparks and was 

extinguished by the firemen with hand apparatus. The truck contained tyres and drums of oil. 

Little damage was done. 

Viewing the damage next morning, Mr. DeVoogd said he had much for which to thank the 

brigade, which had made a good save of his property. Mr. Balice's stock and fittings were 

partly covered by insurance. Excellent water pressure aided the brigade. 

1950 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 14 August 1950, page 2 

Modern Flat At Pirie Fire Station 

Extensive alterations to effect modernisation of an upper story flat for an officer and his family 

are being undertaken at Pirie Fire Station. The flat has four rooms and the usual 

conveniences. A. Meschke & Son are in charge of the work. 

1951 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 29 August 1951, page 1 

FIRE STATION OVERCROWDED 

Meeting Demands Accommodation 

At a special meeting of Pirie Fire Brigade employes Messrs. F. Hughes, G. Gray, H. 

Johnston, and P. K. Nieass (secretary), represented South Australian Fire Brigade employes' 

section of Australian Government Workers' Association. 

After the meeting Mr. Nieass said that an average of 12 men were sleeping in four rooms at 

the local station, and 15 were trying to have meals in a room suitable for seven. There were 

insufficient wardrobes and other amenities. The conditions were a danger to the health of the 

men and surroundings residents. 

A dispute had arisen because the Fire Brigades Board refused to recognise its responsibility 

to house the men under the present rosters. The association took the view that because of 

the housing conditions in Pirie the Fire Brigades Board should provide decent accommodation 

for all firemen here, otherwise the town would not have a fire brigade. 
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"The meeting was of opinion that if houses were provided married men could be sent to Pirie 

and that would relieve the over crowding at the fire station." Said Mr. Nieass. "It was therefore 

decided to ask the Fire Brigades Board and Port Pirie Council to co-operate in an effort to 

secure nine Housing Trust homes for the former's employes. "Failing success, the Fire 

Brigades Board will be asked to build more accommodation as soon as possible. It was also 

resolved to ask for alterations to provide a large dining room and kitchen, also new 

conveniences farther away from the living quarters, and to immediately provide a more 

modern system of drainage." 

The secretary added that a full report would be submitted to the State council of the 

A.G.W.A., and also to the next meeting of the fire brigades section, both bodies having 

agreed to support the Pirie members in their insistence that it was the responsibility of the 

board to provide decent living conditions for all firemen here be-cause of lack of outside 

accommodation. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 7 December 1951, page 1 

Fire Brigade Busy 

Pirie Fire Brigade attended two grass fires on Wednesday afternoon and a line fault resulted 

in a turn-out to the Smelters early yesterday afternoon. Burning rubbish and grass at Mr. J. 

Mellors' nursery in Warnertown road, Solomontown, caused damage to almond trees. A grass 

fire on an allotment at Wandearah road was subdued before it could cause any damage. 

1952 

Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954), Saturday 4 October 1952, page 5 

Talk-alarms for Pt. Pirie 

About 40 fire talk-alarms are to be installed in Port Pirie streets and at the Broken Hill 

Associated Smelters. 

The Chief Fire Officer (Mr. J. J. Whyte) said to-day Port Pirie would be the first town outside 

Adelaide to have talk-alarms. The equipment was now being made at headquarters in 

Adelaide under the supervision of the chief electrician (Mr. J. T. Thyer). It was hoped the 

system would be in operation at Port Pirie early next year. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Wednesday 26 November 1952, page 13 

"Talk Alarm" For Port Pirie 

PORT PIRIE, Nov. 25. 

The first "talk alarm" fire warning system outside the metropolitan area will shortly be installed 

in Port Pirie by the South Australian Fire Brigades Board. Last night the town council gave 

permission for street installations of the new alarms, which will replace the magneto 

instruments. 

1953 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 17 July 1953, page 3 

PIRIE'S NEW FIRE INSTALLATION 

Work Proceeding On Talk-Alarms 

Work is proceeding steadily at Pirie Fire Station in electrical wiring associated with installation 

of talk-alarm equipment, which will supersede the present magneto system. Erection of alarm 

columns in streets of the city's business area began yesterday. 

Mr. F. L. Angus (deputy chief electrician of South Australian Fire Brigades), who is 

undertaking the installation, expects the work to be completed in about eight weeks, provided 

no unforeseen difficulties arise. 
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Pirie will be the first centre out-side the metropolitan area to have the new fire alarm system. 

Provision has been made for erection of 25 street alarms (up to 50 can be operated), beside 

connection with sprinkler systems at a number of business establishments. There will be 26 

alarms in a group arrangement at Broken Hill Associated Smelters, all leading to a central 

panel in the watchman's quarters, from whence a line will connect with the panel board at the 

fire station. 

METHOD OF CALLING 

When all street alarm columns have been installed octagonal head pieces will be fitted, and 

every thing will then be in readiness for operation of the system. To give an alarm the caller 

will be required to break a round section of glass, about 7 ins. in diameter, and then press a 

button in normal fashion, afterward with-drawing the finger. To avoid injury, it has been said 

that a shoe or one's elbow, and not the hand, be used to break the glass of the instrument. 

A notice on the box will read: "Wait. A fireman will speak." Afterward the caller should speak 

in a normal manner advising the location of the fire. The brigade will proceed direct to the 

place indicated, returning afterward to replace the broken glass in the instrument. As a result 

of a special circuit a constant check is kept on the talk-alarms at all times, faults being 

registered automatically. 

CONTROL DESK 

Squares corresponding with alarms and respective operating keys are incorporated on the 

control desk network, and there will be flashing indicator lights when calls are received. A 

microphone placed in the centre may be operated manually should any fault arise in the 

automatic system. If the fireman on duty requires to leave the control panel for a period he 

may make an adjustment to operate bells should an alarm be received. In the event of all 

firemen being absent at an outbreak of fire and another call being received, an unlikely event, 

provision is made for operation of a loud siren on the roof of the station to warn the firemen. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), Saturday 18 July 1953, page 5 

"Talkalarms" For Port Pirie 

PORT PIRIE, July 17. 

Port Pirie's "talkalarm" equipment, the first to be installed outside the metropolitan area, is 

expected to be completed in about eight weeks, and the erection of fire alarm columns has 

be-gun in streets in the business area. Provision has been made for 25 street alarms, of 

which up to 50 can be operated, and for connection with sprinkler systems in business 

premises. There will be 26 alarms in a group arrangement at BHAS, all leading to a central 

panel in the watchman's quarters, connected to the panel board at the fire station. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 5 August 1953, page 1 

CITY'S NEW FIRE ALARM SYSTEM 

First Pillar Now In Service 

The first of the city's new talk-alarms has now been connected with the switchboard at Pirie 

Fire Station. Plans for the system in the streets include installations on the western side of 

Ellen street at all junctions, with the exception of Alexander street, where a pillar has been 

placed on the eastern side. 

At the invitation of Mr. F. L. Angus (deputy chief electrician of South Australian Fire Brigades), 

a representative of "The Recorder" yesterday attended a demonstration of the first alarm to 

be completed— in Ellen street, near the junction of Mary-Elie street. 
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Opening the glass face with a key (in normal circumstances, it will be broken) the officer 

pressed a central chromium-plated button and a fireman immediately answered: "Yes, Ellen 

street." He was advised that the alarm was being tested. 

A notice round the alarm reads: "Break glass, press button, fireman speaks." 

The officer said that to give an alarm, the caller should break the glass, using an elbow or by 

removing a shoe and striking it with the heel. After having pressed the button in normal 

fashion and removed his finger, the caller should stand about 2 ft. away and wait for the 

fireman to answer. Location of the fire should then be given in clear tones. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 4 September 1953, page 1 

WORK ON PIRIE'S TALK ALARMS 

New "Time Signal" For City 

FIRE Brigade officers have completed installations on 16 of the 26 new talk alarms placed in 

Pirie streets. A siren fitted to the top of the observation tower at the station in Gertrude street 

will give the city a time signal in addition to those sounded at the Smelters when daily testing 

at 10.30 a.m. begins shortly. 

Curiosity has arisen over installation of a talk-alarm in front of the fire station, but it has been 

explained that the instrument is for use by any person giving an alarm while all appliances are 

absent at any earlier fire. Pressure of the button after having broken the glass in the head will 

operate the siren and warn firemen of a further outbreak. 

A telephone call or operation of any other street alarm during the brigade's absence will also 

set the siren in operation. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 9 November 1953, page 1 

GOOD MORNING! 

Did Not Talk 

About 11 o'clock on Saturday night Pirie Fire Brigade received a call over the new talk-alarm 

system from an instrument at the corner of Ellen and David streets. The fireman on duty in the 

watch-room answered the summons from the switchboard but there was silence from the 

other end. An investigation by the brigade disclosed that the first "malicious false alarm" had 

been given over the new system. Pirie police are enquiring. 

1954 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 8 February 1954, page 1 

FALSE ALARMS OF FIRE 

Pirie Brigade Perturbed 

Following a turnout by Pirie Fire Brigade to what proved to be a false alarm from an 

installation at the northern end of the city, Station Officer R. J. Bottomley (officer-in-charge) 

said that a number of false calls had been received since installation of the new talk-alarm 

equipment. 

"In one instance," he said, "two soldiers and two girls were seen to run from an alarm column. 

In another a man falsely reported a fire at the foundry operated by J. and R. Forgan, Ltd. 

Police are notified of all false calls. 

"If the persons concerned knew just what is involved they may be brought to a realisation that 

the position is far from humorous. A speeding appliance could crash or pedestrians could be 

injured. If a genuine call were received while the brigade was being hoaxed time lost could be 

disastrous. 
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"I would suggest that persons desiring to know how the talk alarms work should call at the 

station, where a demonstration will be arranged." 

Mr. Bottomley added that children had often removed covers from fireplugs and filled the 

apertures with stones. If any house-holder knew of such interference the brigade would 

appreciate ad-vice and would make an inspection. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Friday 5 March 1954, page 3 

Talk-Alarm Fire Installations 

A new unit in Pirie's talk-alarm installations, situated at the south-western corner of the 

intersection of Balmoral road and The Terrace, was connected with Pirie Fire Station this 

week. 

Another unit has been moved from Alfred street, Howetown to the intersection of Esmond and 

Senate roads. 

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Monday 19 April 1954, page 4 

SUBSIDENCE OF FIRE STATION WALL 

Braced With Heavy Timbers 

Partial subsidence of the southern wall of the two-storey main building of Pirie Fire Station 

has caused a long horizontal crack to appear. Heavy mining timbers have been used to brace 

a vehicular doorway on the southern side. Movement of a fire engine in that section has not 

been affected, but the door cannot be closed. An architect has inspected the building, and will 

present a report to South Australian Fire Brigades' Board. 


